
Is it possible to assess histopathology in an OSCE station in
undergraduate medicine?

Houghton, J., Cullen, K., O'Neill, V., & Bourke, T. (2023). Is it possible to assess histopathology in an OSCE
station in undergraduate medicine?. Poster session presented at Developing Excellence in Medical Education ,
Manchester, United Kingdom.

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Queen's University Belfast - Research Portal:
Link to publication record in Queen's University Belfast Research Portal

Publisher rights
Copyright 2023 the Authors.

General rights
Copyright for the publications made accessible via the Queen's University Belfast Research Portal is retained by the author(s) and / or other
copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing these publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated
with these rights.

Take down policy
The Research Portal is Queen's institutional repository that provides access to Queen's research output. Every effort has been made to
ensure that content in the Research Portal does not infringe any person's rights, or applicable UK laws. If you discover content in the
Research Portal that you believe breaches copyright or violates any law, please contact openaccess@qub.ac.uk.

Open Access
This research has been made openly available by Queen's academics and its Open Research team.  We would love to hear how access to
this research benefits you. – Share your feedback with us: http://go.qub.ac.uk/oa-feedback

Download date:18. Jul. 2024

https://pure.qub.ac.uk/en/publications/90382922-94b1-41b6-b554-766270e55e40


Histopathology encompasses 
disease pathophysiology, gross 

pathology, microscopy and 
prognosis. How best to assess 
histopathology in a modern 

curriculum can be a challenge 
(1,2).

Our objective was to assess year 
three undergraduate medical 

students’ understanding of 
histopathology using an OSCE 

station.

We developed a year 3 OSCE 
station based on a cancer 

resection histopathology report. 
The student was tasked with 
explaining the report to the 

simulated patient and addressing 
any questions from the simulated 

patient. The cut score was 
calculated using the borderline 

regression method. 

297 students
Cut score:18.99 out of 40 

225 students (75.8%) passed
72 students (24.2%) failed
Standard deviation: 6.26 

R-squared value: 0.66

Histopathology can be successfully incorporated into an OSCE station in a reliable, valid and meaningful way. 
Clinicians do not need to be able to interpret histopathology images but they do need to be able to understand 
histopathology reports. The histopathology of many disease processes could be assessed in this way including 

inflammation, screening program pathology and invasive cancer. 
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