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PREFACE!

The study and research of the development of the pharmaceutical
profession, over a period of three centuries in Ireland, was an
interesting and enlightening experience.

The first task was to find primary sources of information.

This

was obtained mainly in the transactions of the ancient Guilds of
Dublin, the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, the College of Physicians
of Ireland, various associations of Chemists arid Druggists,
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.
were associated

and the

All these bodies, in some way,

during this period with pharmacy.

This information was augmented

from Parliamentary proceedings

and reports of both English and Irish origin.

Public records and

manuscripts were also found in considerable numbers.

Legislation,

which provided the ultimate authority for the various events, throughout
the history of pharmacy, was also an important source of information.
This was studied in considerable detail, in its draft state, and in
its ultimate form.

Finally the writings of others on the subject,

although limited in quantity, provided varied interpretations of the
historic events.

When the first stage of finding the information was completed,
the long and arduous task of assessing its significance was undertaken.
At this point reading on a wider scale followed, of scientific, medical
and pharmaceutical publications of the period.
on occasions, proved useful

The facts

Even the daily press,

in elucidating points of view.

having thus been established, the prooess of selection

from the extensive amount of material, followed.

From this, the most

appropriate .and authentic records and writing, have been used in the
text.

The results present an account of the development of pharmacy,
from a period when the College of Physicians attempted to eliminate
"abuses and frauds" associated with the preparation and sale of
medicines, to an era when the apothecaries introduced education and
training for those concerned in its practice, and eventually to the
establishment of a Pharmaceutical Society and thus a Pharmaceutical
profession.
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CHAPTER

I

PHARMACY MD MhIDICAL PRACTIC'e! IV 'JlUi! 17'tTi CENTURY LN

Pharmacy, aa an act of selecting, extracting and compounding
preparations used as medicines, was in ancient times, in Ireland as
in other countries, part of the early practice of medicine.

This

dates hack to the arrival of the Celtic immigrants in the sixth
century B.C.

The study of these early practitioners, in the infancy of
society, was largely associated with direct remedies for derangement
of health and as a means of relieving human suffering.

Consequently

pharmacy was cultivated long before the slower process of
investigating the nature of diseases or identifying them.

Pharmacy is therefore an ancient branch of medical art and
prescriptions for medicines recorded on papyrus, in Egypt were
reckoned to be used about 3000 B.C.

The earliest records of medical practice in Ireland, which sire
contained in manuscripts in various libraries, including Trinity
College, Dublin, and the Royal Irish Academy, are written in old
dialects of the Irish language and apparently even to scholars of
that language, present difficulties in interpretation and
translation.

It has been gleaned from these records that the early Irish
physicians or "leeches" as they were called had some knowledge of
pharmacy and that they were skilled in the preparation of herbal
draughts and other medicines for the sick, as were then known and
used.
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Many centuries passed before pharmacy began to emerge from its
entanglement with medical practice and established a separate entity
requiring training and examination for those involved.

This process

began in the early 17th century in Ireland through the activities of
the Apothecaries in Dublin and their associations with the Craftsmen's
Guild, particularly in Dublin.

During the 17th century, physicians, surgeons, barber surgeons,
apothecaries and druggists were engaged in the preparation,
administration or vending of substances ustsd as medicines throughout
the country.

Druggists

The druggists in Ireland, evolved as elsewhere from the grocery
trade, by becoming specialists in selling medicines and crude drugs,
which were used by the public in the preparation of "home remedies"
for both humans and animals.

The title "chemist" was used in addition to "druggist" to
describe persons who also sold chemicals and allied substances, such
as arsenic, paints, oils and sheepdips.

They generally operated in

larger towns.

As the population increased during the second half of the
eighteenth century, the functions of the "druggist" and "chemist" ware often synonymous and the title of "chemist and druggist" began
to emerge.

Reference to the term "druggist" is contained in an interesting
book by K'Eogh, entitled "Botanologia Universalis Hibemica" written
in 1735 in which the author describes the medicinal use of a number
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of plants.

The writer also provides some evidence of his concern

about the increase in the use of medicines, of plant origin, which
were beginning to be imported at this time into the country.

In urging the advantages of using indigenous instead of these,
as he described them, exotic plants, K’Eogh stated:

"In the primitive or ancient times there were no druggists or
apothecaries' shops, no foreign drugs brought hither, but the
natives made use of the medicinal preparations of their own country,
by which means they prolonged their lives to the very extremity of
old age and dropped like ripe fruits with a gentle decay."

A date of origin for druggist, which substantiates other
records, is also found in this book, where it is stated, in relation
to the shops, that "in this very kingdom there were scarcely two in
a province a hundred years ago, yet the people lived to very
advanced years".

Physicians' role in the control of Medicines

The Physicians in Ireland were first given authority to
establish a College of Physicians by King Charles I in 1626.

(2)

This

authority was given in a letter by the King to Lord Deputy Falkland
and expressed the King's desire for the establishment of such a
college.

A charter of incorporation was ultimately granted to the

Physicians by Charles II in 1667, in which the control of the
practice of physic in Dublin and within seven miles thereof, was
given to the physicians.
The physician^ role in the control of drugs and medicines was
largely to prevent the preparation, use and sale of adulterated
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substances, for medicinal use.

Such practices were common at this

period within Dublin and indeed throughout the country.

Powers granted to the Physicians

In the Charter of 1667, the powers granted to the physicians
proved to be insufficient to deal with those abuses related to
medicines, and in addition the jurisdiction granted by the Charter
did not extend beyond seven miles from the city of Dublin.

Consequently the members of the College - "could not reform the
inconveniences and abuses in the rest of the Kingdom, whereby the
number of unskilful and illiterate practisers of physic had increased
and the frauds and deceits of empirics, apothecaries and druggists do
abound to the dishonour of the Government and destruction of their
Majesties' good subjects in the Kingdom".The members of the
College of Physicians, influenced and supported by Sir Patrick Dun
(1642-1713), a Fellow and President of the College, petitioned for a
new Charter which was granted in 1692 by William and Mary.

This

Charter^ included additional powers to the physicians, for
controlling medicines, to which reference will later be made.

Barbers and Surgeons

During the 12th and 13th centuries, various orders restricted
monks and clergy, into whose hands

the exercise of certain aspects of

medical practice had fallen, from continuing such practices.

Consequently the higher clergy were prohibited from practising
any branch of physic and the lower orders were forbidden to perform
any surgical operations, especially those involving the use of fine
or cutting instruments.

As a result, the surgery being carried out
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by the clergy fell into the handa of barbers, who bad been employed
by monks during the Middle Ages "to assist at the baths in the
(5)
application of ointments and in various surgical operations".'' 7
These barbers kept shops for cutting hair, shaving, bathing and
curing the wounded.

They exhibited the ’bandaged pole’ as a symbol

"that all might know where to apply in time of need"^^ and evolved
to become a sector concerned in medical work, known as barber
surgeons.

The barber surgeons associated at one period with surgeons,

as a section apart from physicians, had certain involvements with
medicinal applications and other medicines used in their work.

Apothecaries

There is evidence to indicate that apothecaries became
established as a society in Ireland in the early 17th century.

In

England the apothecary evolved from the seller of "spicery" and
"apothecaries wares" of the 13th century.

( 7)

The Society of Apothecaries, in England, was first formed in
1617 by the Royal Charter of James

Previous to that date they

had been associated with the Grocers’ Company.

At the time of the

formation of their Society, the apothecaries were compounders and
dispensers of medicines and also assisted the physicians in applying
certain forms of treatment under their direction.

It would seem that Ireland benefited from the evolution of the
apothecary in England, when apothecaries from that country established
themselves here during the l6th century with their developed "mysteries
and secrets of the art of preparing and compounding of drugs".

References to apothecaries in Ireland at earlier dates are known.
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C J S Thompson^) stated that in a Pipe-Roll of Henry II in 1180 it
is recorded that an apothecary accompanied the King on a journey to
Ireland.

This could not be confirmed.

L G Matthews, however, found

a reference in the Pipe-Rolls relating to one Joseph referred to as
"medicus" who supplied spices and electuaries for Henry It's use
whilst in Ireland 1171-72, for which incidentally the King paid
£10.7.0.

The same author stated that although styled "medicus" Joseph may
well have been a forerunner of the long line of spicer - apothecaries
who became the official providers of spices, drugs and medicines for
successive royal houses.
Various records are found of gen apothecary in Dublin in the l6th
century, called Thomas Smyth/11)

He was an Englishman, who had

arrived prior to the year 15^6, because in that year he presented to
the Privy Council - a petition, in which he indicated that he had come
to Ireland "with fresh drugs and other apothecaries’ wares for the
purpose of practising his art in Dublin".

The Irish, at this time,

apparently found his drugs too expensive.

Consequently, Smyth stated

that he had been "greatly hindered and in a manner enforced to
abandon his faculty because his costly drugs and other apothecary
wares" had remained unsold.

He was given an allowance by the

Government "that he might be better enabled to provide fresh drugs,
etc to the needful and good help of such persons of English birth and
others of the graver and civiller sort as should dfesire them for ready
money, whereby he might the better apply his study and diligence in
that ministry and the better to sustain himself alive".

Thomas anyth

apparently prospered well after this grant and was Mayor of Dublin in
the year in which Trinity College was founded by Qpeen Elizabeth (l593)»
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when he laid the first stone of the building, on a site known as All
Hallows Monastery, which had been bestowed by the Corporation of
Dublin.

K'Bogh’s reference to the existence of apothecaries in Ireland has
already been noted.

However, at a period a little subsequent to the

time alluded to by K'Bogh, evidence of the existence of apothecaries
in various parts of Ireland, is obtained from trade tokens issued by
apothecaries during the 17th century.

These tokens were known as

"money of necessity", and were issued for the convenience of the
poorer classes of society, and made, usually of lead, owing to the
scarcity of copper money.

Some of these tokens, which have been

preserved/12) bear the following inscriptions

Garrard Colley, Rad Cross in High Street, Dublin.
Henry Rugge, Apothecary in Castle Street, Dublin.
R Nellson, Dungannon.
Richard Pearce, Limerick Apothecar - 1668.
Henry Bollardt, Dublin -

1663.

These were issued between the years 1654

1668.

(l3)
Guilds of Dublinv

The Guilds (original spelling 'Gilds') in the Middle Ages, and in
particular the Guilds of Dublin, had an important role in the community.
They were the first organised association of merchants and craftsmen
and the medium in which the first concepts of training in both surgery
and pharmacy developed.

Origin of the Guilds
A privilege granted to the citizens of Dublin by Prince John, son
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of Henry II of England in 1192, was that they should have "their
reasonable guilds as had been granted to the burgesses of Bristol".
During the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, craftsmen as
distinct from merchants, were included in the Guilds of the Merchants.
Later the craftsmen disappeared from the merchant guilds and formed
separate guilds for their own fraternities.

Functions of the Guilds

These Guilds were formed to protect the craftsmen against assault
and interruptions, and to preserve and extend certain privileges for
their members.

There was rank within the Guild, Master, Brethren,

Journeyman and Apprentice, and, as already stated, some insisted on
specific tests for their members before they could be elected as
"masters" or "wardens", after they had served a long term of
apprenticeship to the trade or craft.

In these guilds the merchants

and craftsmen "waxed strong and wealthy and became the most powerful
element in the town or city".

In return for the services which they rendered to a city they
were generally granted representatives in the municipal authority and
were also in a position to seek profitable privileges and monopolies
from monarchs, to whom they had rendered service.

The employment of

apprentices and their general conduct and demeanour were matters which
occupied considerable attention on the part of the Guild Merchants.
This supervision and control by their masters, extended outside the
apprentices' work in the shop or at the stall, to his outside work
activities.

During the latter periods, jealous eyes watched to see that an
apprentice "dressed and conducted himself as an apprentice ought, wise
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heads shook if his amusements were aught but simple and harmless and
busy tongues carried the tale of any excess or licence to the ears of
the Masters or Warden.

Y/oe betide the apprentice who fell beneath

their displeasure!"
Book of Enrolment of Apprentices^1^ 1555> which has been preserved
in Trinity College, Dublin, is of particular interest.

The first

four pages are parchment but the remaining portion of the book is of
paper.

It would seem that the parchment leaves had belonged to

another and much older book of rules and proceedings, and probably
dates from the foundation of this fraternity, namely the Guild of
St Mary Magdalene.
This book records the ages of apprentices, which was usually
between 15 and 16 years.

It is also recorded that apprentices

required as a qualification for entry to be "well skilled in the Latin
Tongue".
Apprenticeship was the recognised training for membership of the
Guild and when a Barber Surgeon or Apothecary applied for the "Freedom
of the Guild" he was usually instructed to appear with his master, when
formal evidence of his apprenticeship was given.

The indenture of

apprenticeship then presented to members was undoubtedly the precursor
of the imposing parchments later granted by Royal Colleges and
professional associations to their diplomats.

Surgeons and apothecaries, who had served their apprenticeships
outside the city of Dublin, were at times admitted to the Guild, under
certain dispensations.

These were referred to as "Foreigners" in the

Guild.
The parchment pages referred to in the Book of Enrolment of
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Apprentices contains the original oath taken by the Barber Surgeons
before being enrolled as members of the Guild.

Associations of Barber Surgeons and Apothecaries with the Guild of
St Mary Magdalene
The Fraternity of Barber Surgeons in the city of Dublin was one
of the oldest medical corporations in the British Isles, preceding
the incorporation of the Barber Surgeons in England 1461 in the reign
of Edward 17 and in Scotland in 1505*

The Dublin guild was given a royal charter on the 18th of October
1446 in the 25th year of the reign of Henry VI.

This charter no

longer exists but there is evidence that a copy was in possession of
(15)

the guild in 1747-'

In the charter of the Guild, licence was granted to form a
fraternity to be known as the Guild of St Mary Magdalene and to elect
each year a master and two wardens "for the rule and governance of the
fraternity".

Women, as well as men, were entitled to join the Guild.

Furthermore, there was to be "a charity of one or more priests for
the celebration of the divine offices every day for ever in the Church
of St Mary Magdalene in Dublin for the souls of the King, the founders,
brethem and sisters".
During the 15th century, it is apparent from various records, that
a number of persons, in addition to the Barber Surgeons, practised
surgery in Dublin.

It is also of interest to note that the charter

of King Henry makes no reference to the art of the Barber Surgeons,
being in any

way distinct from that of the Surgeon.
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Charter of Elizabeth 1577^16^

The above factors would provide a reason for the granting of a
second charter to the Barber Surgeons by Elizabeth I in 1577*

Tba

charter retains the contents of the first charter granted by Henry VI
with an addendum, as follows:-

"And we having naturally considered how useful and necessary it
would be for preserving the health of the human body that there were
more persons skilled in the art of chirurgery within the city of Dublin
(sickness committing vast havoc) and because there are two distinct
societies practising the said art and faculty in our city aforesaid,
*

viz one the barbers and the other of chirurgeons,

which said society

of surgeons is not yet committed nor incorporated into any body
politick and it being necessary to blend, join and reduce the said
distinct and separate societies of barbers and chirurgeons into one
close aggregate and connected fellowship the art and science of
chirurgery may flourish as well in theory as in practice and as such
union would greatly conduce to and be a means of learning and
exercising the art aforesaid and assisting both themselves and their
present and future apprentices."

The members of the Guild, named in the charter of Elizabeth were
Barber Chirurgeons and Periwig-makers.

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth a number of persons who
obtained the franchise of the city were described as Apothecaries and
were members of the Guild, but they were not mentioned in the Queen’s
charter to the Barber Surgeons.

* Note the spelling, as used at that period.
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Charter of James II 1687^^

When James II ordered the destruction of this Guild with the other
great 'body corporates' of the city of Dublin by judgment

of Exchequer

on 10th February 1687, the king was willing to renew the Guild of
Barbers of which at that time Barbers, Chirurgeons and Apothecaries
were members.

After reference to the dissolution of the various "Guilds and
Fratemityes", the charter of King James II states the reason for
renewing the Guild or Corporation of Barbers in the following terms:-

"We nevertheless being willing, in order to the promoting of trade
and traffick in our new citty of Dublin, to renew the Guild or
Corporation of Barbers of which Guild or Fraternity, the Barber
Chirurgeons, Apothecaries and Periwig-makers of the citty of Dublin
were members, to the intent that the severall Arts and Misteryes of
Barber Chirurgeons, Apothecaries and Periwigmakers may be better
Exercised and that good order and wholesome rules may be and be
observed for the better government of the arts of Barber-Chirurgeons,
Apothecaries and Periwig-makers within the citty of Dublin and suburbs
and Franchises of the same."

Apothecaries were, thus, specifically mentioned in the Charter of
James II, 1687.

It is therefore apparent that the profession of

Apothecaries became established in Ireland between 1577 and 1687-

* The judgment was the result of litigation arising out of the refusal
of the Corporation of Dublin to admit Roman Catholics to its freedom
and offices
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Guidanoe for the conduct of members of the Guild
Under the auspices of the Guild, rules and regulations were laid
down as to the conduct of members towards each other and to the standards
of their work.

Prosecutions were also undertaken against those who

practised chirurgery or pharmacy while not being a member of the Guild.
In fact, the beginnings of what could be termed professional conduct,
began to emerge.
Prom the transactions of the Guild, of 10th June 1569* one

^ie

earliest rules stated that "any brother enticing or procuring any
customer from any other brother or calling such into his shop, he
knoweth him to be a customer of any other brother should forfeit 6s.8d.
for his conduct.

Also a brother "was not to intrude or take a cure out

of another brother's hand unless he had his licence therefor".
The Guilds undertook the arrest of offenders and accordingly records
indicate that "in 1572 the sum disbursed for arresting William O'Moltollye
was three pence, and the taking of one Richard Morgho in 1573 cost
twopence, while the fee for entering an action against him was fourpence".
The reasons for the arrest of O'Moltoylle made it plain that he
engaged in the practice of the healing art without due authority, not
being a qualified member of the Barber Surgeons fraternity.
One of the charges against him was "that said William did let one
Fynone blude in the nose and caused all his face and his head to swell
and impostome and if it had not festured my brother Rowland Mery, to
have him on, he had died of some mishap".
A second charge states:- "that William had one John Tallon his
wife in hands, of a broken leg and did set it crooked and spoiled said
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Tallon’s wife that she was never able to do herself no good till she
died".
These entries indicate that the Guild, as early as the 16th
century, attacked the intrusion of quackery into its lawful province.
In addition

to the Guild's power to punish "every fraud, deceit,

or any other crime" committed by a member, it imposed fines on any
person who practised as an Apothecary or as a Barber Chirurgeon within
six miles of the city of Dublin unless he had been admitted to the
Freedom of the Guild.
In 1711, for example, it is recorded in the transaction of the
Guild that one Thomas McAwee was prosecuted "for setting up a shop and
exercising the trade and mystery of an apothecary without being fiee
of the body".
Social Functions within the Guilds
Social functions were not neglected by the members of the Guild.
On "Charter Day" or "Swearing Day" the brethem had a good dinner, after
which a sermon was preached to them.

Thus in a record of the

Transactions of the Guild on 22nd April,1724, "a decision was made that
the Master of the Guild should procure some fit and able person to
preach a Corporation sermon".

The charge for this oration was placed

"on the Master's Purse".
A less popular function with the members of the Guild was "Riding
the Franchise".

Apparently this was a costly event and regarded as a

very onerous privilege of the city companies, as a horse had to be
provided as well as regalia.

The function consisted of a procession

on horse-back around the city, headed by the Lord Mayor, followed by

15
representatives of the City Companies, including the Master of the
Apothecary's Guild "with tye peruke and long cravat and formal robes of
purple and gold of the Guild".

The day concluded with a "splendid

feast".

Note;

Barber-Surgeons' Guilds also existed in Limerick and Cork, and
although apothecaries may have been members, no records were
found which might indicate that these Guilds were involved in
the developments of the guilds of Dublin, such as the
Apothecaries' Hall or any aspect of pharmacy.
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CHAPTER

II

EARLY ATTEMPTS TO CONTROL MEDICINES AND THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC

Physicians Charter of 1692

The Charter granted by William and Mary in 1692 gave the
Physicians potentially more powers to control the medicines then being
prepared, used or sold in the community.

In this charter the College of Physicians was given authority to
licence all persons to practise physic in Dublin or within seven miles
of the city.

Apothecaries, druggists, distillers of waters or of oils

and preparers of chemical medicines within the same radius, were also
subject to supervision.

Offenders were bound under penalty to appear

for examination and inspectors were entitled to enter the premises and
examine drugs which, if found defective, were to be burned or otherwise
destroyed.

By the Charter, the Physicians were empowered to examine
apprentices to apothecaries.

These apprentices were required, as in

earlier records, to be "well skilled in the Latin tongue" and
apothecaries engaging apprentices without this previous examination
were liable to a penalty of £20.

Physicians were also empowered to

examine the apothecaries, on oath, if they thought this necessary.

The Charter was in effect an attempt to control the practice of
pharmacy but it also proposed to eliminate the practice of medicine,
as far as the apothecary and the surgeon were concerned, and thereby
create a monopoly of such to the Fellows of the College of Physicians.

The proposals in the Charter created so much opposition to the
College of Physicians, that it made enforcement of the provisions
impossible.

Consequently, in relation to pharmacy, it was apparently
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ineffective.

On the 20th November 1695> the College of Physicians

appealed to the House of Commons for confirmation of the charter by an
Act of Parliament,

(1)

to give them the necessary powers to enforce the

proposals in the Charter.

Precisely three days after their appeal to

Parliament, a counter petition was presented by the Barber Surgeons
and the Apothecaries reiterating the exclusive rights granted to them
by Henry VI in a Royal Charter and confirmed by the Charter of Queen
Elizabeth.

These rights gave them as a corporation the authority to

supervise, examine, survey and punish those who practised as
apothecaries or surgeons.

As a result of the petition, it was resolved by the House of
Commons

that the Corporation of the Barber Surgeons and Apothecaries

(2')

should be heard in Council.'
physicians.

This did not advance the case of the

Because of this opposition and also because the proposals

in the Charter applied only to IXiblin and within a distance of seven
miles of the City, the physicians were forced to withdraw the Bill.
Further attempts to introduce Bills for the control of the practice of
physic in Ireland were made in 1698^^ and 1703>^^ without success.

Strife between Physicians and Apothecaries

The enmity between physicians and apothecaries, in both London
and Dublin, was a marked feature of this period in medical affairs, and
because of the particular involvement of apothecaries in pharmacy in
Ireland, was not conducive to pharmaceutical advancement.

In addition,

the authority given by the Charter of William and Mary, to the College
of Physicians in Dublin, to examine apprentices to apothecaries, did
not help relationships.

The apothecaries, after the failure of the Physicians Bill,
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continued to compound and sell drugs and medicines in their shops.

In

addition, they dispensed the prescriptions of the physicians and also
visited patients for whom they prescribed, supplying the medicines which
they had prepared.

The latter particularly annoyed the Physicians.

During this period in England, as already stated, a similar
struggle between the Apothecaries and Physicians took place.

In

1696,

a Dispensary was opened by the College of Physicians in 7/arick Lane,
London.

( 5)

This action was regarded by the apothecaries as a threat to

their existence.

The well-knovm "Rose Case" in England was perhaps a

climax, in which the College of Physicians took legal action against
William Rose, an apothecary, for practising medicine in contravention
of the 1542 Act, by prescribing for John Seale, a sick person.

Although

the College succeeded in the Lower Court, Rose appealed to the House of
Lords (1703) when the decision was reversed in his favour

on the

grounds that it was in the interests of the public that apothecaries
should give advice in addition to compounding, preparing and selling
medicines.

Such a decision did not deter the College of Physicians in Ireland
from action against apothecaries.

On July 2nd, 1717, after several

warnings, a somewhat drastic letter was sent to the apothecaries of
Dublin by the physicians, as followst-

"Whereas several apothecaries of this City have presumed to practice
Physic and that in many cases to the great detriment of the sick and to
the apparent neglect of their own proper business which is to prepare,
keep and dispense good and wholesome medicines and not to prescribe
physic to patients, we the President and Censors of the College of
Physicians do, by order of the said College state to you that members

21
thereof whether Fellows, Candidates or Licentiates, will not for the
future direct any note or prescription to the shop of any apothecary
who shall be convicted before them of practising physic without the
advice, consent or direction of some Physicians approved by the College."

( 6)

The College of Physicians, continued their actions, to achieve
control of the preparation and selling of medicines and drugs, by a
(l)

further attempt to introduce legislation in 1725*

Their petition on

this occasion stated that the Charter granted to them by William and
Mary had been found insufficient "to restrain unskilful, illiterate
persons from practising physic and that abuses, intended to be reformed
in the practice of physic and making and selling of drugs, had greatly
increased".

As on a previous occasion, a petition against such

legislation was raised by apothecaries, and the Physicians' Bill was
eventually defeated.

Consequently the apothecary remained, not only the

compounder of medicines but also the "ordinary medical attendant of the
people".

Eventual introduction of the control of medicines by legislation

Whilst the Guild of St Mary Magdalene had introduced apprenticeship,
as a means of training for Apothecaries and to some extent encouraged a
code of practice, it had by the beginning of the 18th century, failed to
establish any degree of control on standards or methods related to the
selling and compounding of medicines.

The druggists, without affiliation to any body and without any
training, were as mere sellers of drugs in no position to improve the
situation.

Various attempts by the College of Physicians to obtain power

for supervision and control of standards for drugs during the first
quarter of the 18th century, as already stated, had largely failed.
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Frauds and abuses, associated with the compounding and selling of
medicine at this time, were indeed rampant.

In an attempt to change tills state of affairs the Irish Parliament
in 1735 eventually introduced an "Act for preventing Frauds and Abuses
committed in the making and vending unsound, adulterated and bad Drugs
and Medicines".

The Act of 1735

This Act is of considerable interest, in that it was, to a large
extent, the basis on which future legislation regarding the sale of
medicines and poisons and the practice of pharmacy in Ireland was
eventually formulated.

It also gave the College of Physicians powers

which they had sought for many years.

As in legislation of the period the purpose of Act is outlined at
some length.

Thus it begins:- "Whereas there are many notorious frauds

and abuses in the making, vending unsound, adulterated and bad drugs,
medicines, waters, oils and compositions used or to be used for medicines
within the city of Dublin and suburbs and liberaties thereof which are of
great prejudice not only to the inhabitants thereof but to the kingdom in
general and whereas no remedy hath been hitherto provided for the same,
be it therefore enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty and with
the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and temporal and commons
in this present Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same,
that from and after the first day of May, which shall be in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty six, the President,
Censors and Fellows of the King's and Queen's College of Physicians in
Ireland shall have full power and authority to elect and appoint four of
the fellows or members of their body yearly to be examiners of all shops,

23
elaboratories, ware and atore-houaes, cellars, vaults, room or rooms or
other place or places in the house or houses of any apothecaries,
chemists, druggists or any other person or persons whatsoever wherein
any kind of drugs, medicines, waters, oils or compositions used or to be
used for medicines are made, exposed to sale or kept for that purpose."

Provisions of the Act of 1735

This Act was also of particular historic interest, because it
introduced inspections of medicines and premises and registration of
those concerned.

It also introduced measures to improve the writing

of prescriptions by physicians.

Provisions included in the Act were:-

Inspections

(1) The appointment of two apothecaries of good repute who
resided within the city of Dublin or suburbs, to assist four examiners
elected by the physicians for inspections.

If the apothecaries, however,

did not present themselves for this duty, the other examiners were
empowered themselves to carry out the inspections.

(2) The inspections were to be carried out four times per year or
more often if necessary.

Unsound, Adultered Medicines

(3) All drugs or medicines which were found unsound, adultered or
defective were to be seized by the examiners or by the beadle of the
College of Physicians, and burned or otherwise destroyed.

Exception

was made for all drugs in the house or warehouses of merchants or
importers who were not involved in making or keeping medicines for sale.
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Appeal against Sxamlner’a Decli3i.on

(4) Before drugs or medicines were destroyed, an appeal against the
decision of the examiners could he made by the ovmer or possessors, to
the President and Fellows of the College of Physicians, Dublin.

In such

cases, the drugs were weighed and put in boxes or other vessels.

Seals

of the examiners and owners were then applied and the containers placed
under the care and custody of the beadle of the College of Physicians,
for a period not exceeding fourteen days.

Within this period, the

President of the College suuimoned a meeting of Censors and Fellows, with
the owner or possessor of the drugs.

An attendance of not lass than

five, excluding the examiners, was stipulated, and the containers were
opened and the drugs examined.

If by a majority vote the decisions of

the examiners were confirmed, the examiners burned or otherwise destroyed
the drugs before the doors of the premises in which they were found.

If

the drugs were fo\ind to be sound, then they were to he returned
immediately "together with the boxes, pots, glasses or other vessels in
which they were contained, "without waste, loss or other damage whatever",
to the owners.

Registration
(5) In order to assist the examiners, it was proposed that after
the first day of September 1736, all persons making or selling medicines
"thereby exercising or practising the art or mystery, trade, calling or
occupation of an apothecary, chemist or druggist within the city of
Dublin or within seven miles of the city", shall be obliged to he
registered with his place of abode, by the College of Physicians.

A fee

of one shilling was charged for the registration and a penalty was
imposed on those who continued to practise without such registration.
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Apprenticeship

(6) To prevent unqualified persons from practising or exercising
the art, mysteries, trade, calling or occupation of an apothecary,
chemist or druggist, it was necessary for such persons after 1st May 1736
in Dublin or within seven miles of the city, to have served an
apprenticeship of five years and to have a certificate of such, signed
by his master, lodged with the College of Physicians.

Any person

practising without such a certificate was liable to a fine of five
pounds for each month "he shall use such trade or mystery".

Inspector^ Oath

(7) In order to make the examination of drugs and medicines it
was required that each examiner should be obliged to make the following
oath before the President and College of Physicians:-

"I - A.B. do truly and sincerely promise and swear that I will to
the best of my skill and knowledge without hatred or evil will, fear,
favour or affection execute the trust reposed in me by an act, entitled
"An Act for Preventing Frauds and Abuses committed in making, vending,
unsound, adulterated and bad drugs and medicines".

Certain Exemptions

(8) The provisions of the Act were not "to prejudice the right,
title, interest, and property granted to any person or persons in and
by any letters patent now in force for the sale, making and vending any
medicine and medicines".
inspected or destroyed.

In addition such medicines were not to be
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Prescribing Medicines

(9) Any physician prescribing medicines "for the health of man's
body within the city of Dublin or within seven miles thereof was to put
his name or names or the initial letters of his names to prescriptions
or recipes".

The quantity of drugs prescribed was to be expressed in

"words at length and not in marks".

A fine of forty shillings was

imposed for every omission.

(10) Apothecaries were forbidden to alter any prescription, or if
they were unable to procure the medicine, it was to be recorded on the
label which medicine had been substituted for it.

A penalty of forty

shillings was again imposed for every such offence.

(11) All penalties under the Act were to be sued for and recovered
before the Lord Mayor and Recorder of the city of Dublin who were to
determine the same and levy such penalties by the sale of the offenders'
goods.

"One moiety" of such penalties when recovered was to be applied

by the College of Physicians for buying drugs and medicines for the poor
in the city of Dublin and "the other moiety ?/as for the use of the
informer".

The Act was to continue in force for the term of three years and
then to the end of the next session of Parliament but was renewed several
times and continued in force to 1756, when it was allowed to lapse.

In addition

to the introduction of inspections, and registration,

the Act also imposed, for the first time by legislation, apprenticeship
as a means for training chemists and druggists.

Apprenticeship was not

a new concept, having been introduced previously by the Apothecaries
within the Guild of St Mary Magadelene.

In the Act references to the

dispensing of prescriptions applied only to apothecaries, with the
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inference that chemists or druggists did not, at this period, perform
such duties.

The Act also, for the first time, placed a legal

obligation on the physician to sign or initial prescriptions.

The apothecaries
the House of Commons.

had opposed the Act

during its passage through

This action had been taken, because the bill

proposed to enforce and extend certain powers of the College of Physicians
as related to medicines, to which the Apothecaries objected.

This

created strife between the two bodies.

After the enactment of the provisions of the Act, the strife
between the College of Physicians and the Apothecaries seemed to abate.
This may indeed have been due to the effects of the provisions of the
Act.

Other writers suggest that this was due to the fact that the

physicians were, at this particular time, more involved in solving their
problems with the University Authorities about medical education and
consequently had less time to be concerned with pharmacy.

In the year, immediately following the Act, a remarkable change of
attitude, by both the apothecaries and surgeons towards the physicians
took place.

This was evident in correspondence between them, and also

in a most interesting regulation which was passed in 1741> at a special
Hall of the Guild of St Mary Magdalene.

This regulation is recorded,

as followss-

"Whereas the Ancient and Worshipful Corporation of Barbers and
Chirurgeons, Apothecaries and Peruke-Makers or Guild of St Mary
Magdalene in Dublin, was constituted and established by several Royal
Donations for the public benefit in general, by the encouragement of the
several arts of Barbers and Chirurgeons, Apothecaries and Peruke-Makers,
are considerable branches of Physic or Medicine and that the well being
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and regulation of this Guild much depends upon a just subordination to
our superiors in art, the physicians, and upon a just harmony and good
understanding with them, and whereas the Worshipful the President,
Bursars and Fellows of the King's and Qjieen's College of Physicians in
Ireland, of their abundant humanity and regard for the public good and
the considerations aforesaid, have agreed, as much as in them is, to
assist us in restoring the Arts of Chirurgery and Pharmacy to their
natural dignity and pristine utility to the publick and for our better
communications and consultations with each other, have condescended to
accept of the Freedom of our Corporation.

Now we, the Master Wardens and

Brethem of the said Corporation, do hereby ordain and enact that from
and after the date thereof no chirurgeon shall be admitted free of this
Corporation until he has stood examination by and before the President,
Bursar and Fellows of the King's and Queen's College of Physicians and
produces at our next Hall or Assembly a Certificate of his due
qualification, under their hands and seal (John Nicols Esq, his Majesty's
Surgeon-General, alone excepted): and be it also enacted that no
apothecary, shall be on any account whatsoever admitted free otherwise
than as he is appointed by Examination and Certificate of the College of
Physicians; for surgeons as aforesaid, any law, custom or usage of this
corporation in favour of chirurgeons or apothecaries, heretofore in any
case notwithstanding, and that as soon as there shall be a sufficient
number of free surgeons of this Corporation admitted as aforesaid, a
Committee shall be nominated by the appointment of the Master Warden and
Brethem in Common Hall assembled of twelve, of whom the Surgeon-General
shall be the first: and in a like manner a Committee of twelve apothecaries,
and that thereafter all surgeons and apothecaries to be admitted shall be
by an open examination in the Hall by the said Committees before the
President and Bursar of the Royal College of Physicians.

Provided always
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if the said President or Bursar, after due notice, refuse or neglect to
attend said examination that it may he lawful and sufficient for the
Director and Committee of each occupation to exercise and certify the
qualification of those to he admitted: and that the brothers of each
Corporation shall serve the office of Master and Wardens alternately,
that the said Master shall preside over the Committee with the title
of Director - to act as Surgeon over Committee of Surgery and an
Apothecary over the Committee of Apothecaries and that the said Director
shall have power to summon, meet and regulate their several societies
and that the resolutions of these Societies shall he confirmed in Pull
Hall.

Given under our Common Seal at our Hall in Back Lane, 19th August

1741:
Thomas Downes

"Master"

C Lucas
T Gregg

"Wardens"

This resolution, in addition to accepting the needs for education
and examination of those who proposed to act as apothecaries or surgeons,
in accordance with the Act of 1735> also represented a considerable
advance in education as applied to the Guild.

In fact, it represented

for the first time the examination of these professional groups, by
examiners appointed by their own members, which produced in due course
a system for examinations for both apothecaries and surgeons.

The resolution, also provided the first indication of the parting
of the ways between the apothecaries and surgeons and was probably one
of the first steps to the formation of the College of Surgeons and the
Apothecaries Hall in Ireland.
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CHAPTER

III

DEVELOPMENT IN THE PRACTICE OF PHARMACY BEGINS - THE 18TH CENTURY

The practice of pharmacy, carried on principally by physicians
and apothecaries and to a lesser extent by surgeons, developed
considerably during the 18th century.

First, legislation (the Act of

1735)> supported by the King's and Queen's College of Physicians to
provide some means of controlling the preparation and compounding of
medicines, was introduced.

In addition, enforcement of the provisions

of the Act, which was at least of equal importance, was attempted by
inspection of premises where medicines were prepared or sold.
Secondly, consideration of training and education for apothecaries,
was undertaken and developed during this period.

It was, at least,

beginning to be recognised by some persons, that apart from
controlling abuses and frauds associated with the preparation and
selling of medicines, the practice of pharmacy demanded skills,
distinct from those required in the practice of medicine and surgery.

Dr Charles Lucas (1713-1771)

Of the personalities, associated with the development of the
practice of pharmacy during the 18th century, Dr Charles Lucas was
outstanding.

He was in fact acclaimed by various writers, as probably

the most distinguished and best known man connected with the Guild of
St Mary Magdalene.
an apothecary.

Although he was a physician, Lucas practised as

He became Warden of the Guild in 1741-42 and was

Master during 1744-45 and 1745-46 and again in 1748-49*

As a public acknowledgment "of the pure zeal and great fidelity
of their master (C Lucas) and in consideration of his extraordinary
labour and assiduity in attempting to revive the ancient and most
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excellent constitution of the city, as well as by his constant,
watchful care and faithful counsels in the citj1- as by his open
remonstrances and strenuous solicitations in the Courts of Law"
Charles Lucas was given, as recorded in the Transactions of the
Guild, "a gold signet ring or a silver box (whichever he should
approve), with the coat of arms of the Guild and a suitable
inscription".

Dr Lucas chose the ring.

Lucas was a man of great

foresight and could be described in some aspects as one of the
pioneers of that period in both the practice of medicine and pharmacy
in Ireland.

Bom in Co Clare in 1713, Lucas was apprenticed in 1725

to an apothecary in Dublin.

He was admitted a "Free Brother" of the

Guild of St Mary Magdalene on 25th April 1735 and as an apothecary
kept a shop in Charles Street, Dublin.

With active interests in many

medical fields, and in addition one of the most distinguished of the
Irish Patriots of the 1Bth century, Lucas was a member of the Common
Council, and also at one time a member of Parliament, for the city of
Dublin.

He was, as already indicated, outspoken in his criticism of the
manner in which the affairs of both the city of Dublin and the
Government were conducted.

When Master of the Guild, he was

responsible for producing a book of rules, for instruction of the
Guild’s representatives, on various public bodies, as a means of
preventing malpractices and corruption.

He, on many occasions

quarrelled with the College of Physicians and resented the inspections
of medicines in shops, carried out by its members.

It is recorded

that, to indicate his resentment, Lucas changed the labels and
disguised the contents of some bottles in his shop, before such an
inspection.

Afterwards, he boasted that the physicians had passed

a substance as rhubarb which was in fact a mixture of toast and turmeric.
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Because of his denouncement of certain public transactions, the
Attorney General was directed to arrest and prosecute Lucas for charges
against the Government.

He evaded arrest by going to England and later

to Prance, where he graduated as MD in 1752.

At a later date, he again

returned to Dublin.
*

Because of the sparse population,
not support a physician.

many parts of Ireland could

Dr Charles Lucas was acutely aware of this

and equally aware of the needs of the sick in these places.

In

Ireland at this time the only institutions in which the sick poor
could obtain help or treatment were lunatic asylums, fever hospitals
or jails.

The population of Ireland was estimated by Itynes Morison, an
English historian, to be 700,000 in the years immediately before the
wars of 1641.

From 1672 to 1731 the population doubled and in an

estimation carried out by the magistracy and the Angelioan clergy
it was thought to be 2,010,000 in 1731*

In the second half of the

eighteenth century the rise continued rapidly and in 1788 it was
estimated by Bushe at 4>000,000.^^

These traditional estimates were usually based upon hearth
money rolls, and have been criticised by various writers.

The

increase in population continued up to the beginning of the Famine
years (1845-1048) when it reached over eight millions.

These

increases were particularly marked in the poorer districts of the
south and west of the country.

This population increase affected many aspects of life,
including the supply of drugs and medicines.
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Lucas's aspirations on this matter are aptly described by
J C McWalter.

(2 )

"The ideal practitioner, for a small Irish town was

one who could supply not only advice but medicine, and the duty of a
doctor was in the opinion of his patient, to give medicine rather
than advice.

He must be prepared to accept a very small fee,

otherwise his services were practically unattainable to the people
and this fee must cover the cost of medicines as well as advice."
In the small towns and districts, it was also necessary that persons,
supplied with the drugs and skills, should be available to compound
the prescriptions obtained by those who required treatment, from
physicians in the larger towns.

Dr Lucas's Flan

Lucas proposed to provide practitioners for even remote rural
towns by supplying them with a licence to practise at a very small
fee, after subjecting them to a competent examination.

To assist

these practitioners, he then proposed to secure for them a monopoly
of the compounding of prescriptions, the sale of poisons and other
drugs.

Lucas considered that the apothecaries could provide such
services, and to this end, he directed his energies, by promoting
advancement in the education and training of the apothecaries.

He

also advocated training for druggists and was very much concerned in
stamping out the abuses and frauds associated with the practice of
both physic and pharmacy of this period.
been closely associated with the Act of

For this reason, he had

1735> and because the Act

was apparently not successful in practice, due largely to the lack
of means for enforcement, in 1741 > he proposed certain amendments.^
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Amendments to the 1735 Act proposed by G Lucas

These amendments were in many ways remarkable, in that they were
included in legislation applied to pharmacy in Ireland during a period
of over- 200 years.

The principles implied in some of the proposals written by Lucas
in 1741> were also eventually used to control the supply of medicines,
following the vast increase in the discovery and production of
therapeutic substances which commenced in the 1930's.

This refers

to supply of certain medicines "on prescription only".

The proposals included the following:-

1. That the College of Physicians should be empowered to increase
the number of Fellows, to enable then to enforce legislation.

The

College of Physicians was the only body at this time with the
facilities to undertake enforcement.

2. That the College of Physicians should be authorised to
examine all persons who make, prepare, sell or expose for sale, any
medicines, or who kept any medicines whether simple or compound for
these purposes.

In addition, such qualified persons, ie apothecaries,

chemists or druggists, should be licensed for this purpose.

3. After an appointed day, that no person should make, prepare,
administer or vend drugs or medicines, until they had passed the
proposed examination and held a licence to practise.

4* That no apothecary, chemist or druggist, may take an
apprentice to learn his or their art, or mystery, trade or occupation,
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until such an apprentice had passed the same examination as those who
enter the University of Dublin and produced a proper certificate of
his due qualification "under the hand of the Senior Lecturer of
Trinity College, Dublin".

Such an apprentice should then be bound and enrolled and his
certificate registered in the Company or Corporation of BarberChirurgeons, Apothecaries and peruke makers or the Guild of St Mary
Magdalene in Dublin.

He should then in accordance with the customs

of the Guild serve an apprenticeship of at least 7 years.

After serving an apprenticeship, an apprentice should not
"presume to make or prepare or dispense, administer or vend any
medicine or medicinal drug, whether simple or compound, until he has
further qualified himself by a due examination in pharmacy to be made
by or before the President, Censors and Fellows of the College of
Physicians with twelve free, licensed apothecaries".

After presenting

a certificate from the master and wardens of the Guild of the
qualifications and service, the President and Censors of the College
of Physicians could then decide if the apprentice was competent to
practise his profession.

5. In order to examine "topical medicines", two surgeons being
freemen of the Guild of St Mary Magdalene should be obliged to attend
with the apothecaries in the searches and visitations of the shops of
apothecaries.

Lucas also proposed that these examiners "shall

severally wear the gowns or other proper habiliment of their
respective stations in the College or City and shall be attended by
the beadles of the said College and Guild of St Mary Magdalene
respectively, properly attired in their visitations".
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6. For the purpose of the enforcement of the amended Act, it was
proposed that "a civil officer" should be appointed to assist these
examiners and to execute their decrees.

A precedent for this was

quoted from an Act 32 Hen 8 C.4286 where all Justices, Mayors,
Sheriffs, Constables, were obliged to assist the President of the
College of Physicians of London in similar duties.

7. "That no apothecary, chemist, druggist or other person
whatsoever who makes or sells medicines for payment or a livelihood
may take upon him to prescribe for the sick in any disorder
whatsoever except in cases of necessity, as in the country where
neither physicians or chirurgeons may be timely had."

In addition,

Dr Lucas proposed that "such persons should not sell or administer
nor suffer or cause to be sold or administered strong vomitives or
purgatives nor provocatives to venery, abortion, or the Terms, such
as antimonial, mercurial and chalybeate preparations, cantharides or
Spanish flies, scammony or resins of jalap or scammony, gamboge,
savin nor quicksilver nor opium or any preparation of either to any,
without the prescription of a knorm physician".

8. That an apothecary, chemist, druggist or any other person who
keeps, sells or exposes for sale, white, yellow or red Arsenics or
other paints or dyeing stuffs, used only by painters, dyers and such
like artificers, should not be allowed to make, prepare or administer
any medicines or medicinal drugs.

In addition, persons who keep

Arsenics, or any other poisonous drug, for sale, to anyone, should
have a licence issued by a magistrate to do so.

9. That assistant apothecaries and chirurgeons should be chosen
by the corporation of barbers and chirurgeons, apothecaries and
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peruke-makers to the several offices of the corporation, after
approval by the College of Physicians.

10. That two assistant apothecaries and the master or one of the
wardens of the corporation should have full poYver and authority to
hear and receive complaints and to examine the bills of accounts of
apothecaries with their customers and to tax or reduce the same, as
to them or a majority of them should seem just and reasonable.

11. All apothecaries and chemists should be obliged to observe
strictly and prepare and dispense drugs and medicines in accordance
with a Dispensatory as appointed by the College of Physicians.

12. That the elected examiners and assistants should have the
power to view, try and examine all scales, weights and measures used
in the shops of the apothecaries.

Power should also be given to seize

all such that are not in accordance with the standards of the
appointed Dispensatory or otherwise fake or defective.

Authority

should also be given to punish any offender.

13* That it may be lawful for the Lord Mayor of Dublin, if the
College of Physicians is neglectful, or the chief magistrate of any
city besides IXiblin, borough or town corporate or the High Sheriff
of any county to summon any two or more Physicians in such a city,
town or county, to administer to them the examiners oath find with
them to enter in the day-time the shops of all apothecaries, etc
within such a city or county and therein to examine all drugs and
medicines, scales, weights and measures.

The drugs and medicines

were to be destroyed if found adultered, unsound, corrupt or
decayed.
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The Apothecaries could appeal to the College of Physicians and
the owners of the drugs could claim damages against the specific
physicians, if the College did not ratify their sentence or decree.

14- Druggists or wholesale apothecaries or chemists who supplied
retailers with drugs and medicines should not dispense, prepare or
make up any physician's or chirurgeon's prescriptions, nor should
they he allov^ed to act as assistants to the examiners.

15. Finally, Dr Lucas proposed that no examiner, assistant or
civil magistrate, should serve for more than one year and that
physicians of the College, apothecaries and surgeons of the Guild of
St Mary Magdalene should he exempted from serving on inquests or
juries.

At this time Dr Charles Lucas also conceived the idea of founding
an Apothecaries' Hall in Ireland, with the purely philanthropic
object of supplying competent medical advice and drugs at a nominal
fee in remote districts.

He was claimed, in fact hy the Apothecaries'

Hall of Dublin, as their founder although he died in 1771> several
(4)
years before the Act which constituted the Hall, was passed.

Lucas also played a considerable part in the preparation of an
Act in 1761, to which reference will later be made.

Reformation Continues

Dr Lucas's recommendations for amending the legislation concerned
with medicines and drugs were not immediately successful.

They did,

however, encourage reform which was expressed in various ways by the
Apothecaries as members of the Guild of St Mary Magdalene.
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To summarise the position, Apothecaries by the 1740's, with
Lucas's help, had established themselves as at least medical
attendants to the public but in addition had also a special function
in relation to drugs and medicines, including the dispensing of the
prescriptions of the physicians.

Apart from apprenticeship as a

means of professional training, other methods of training and
examination were being considered, and attempts were made by the
apothecaries of the Guild to control others involved in selling and
the preparation of medicines.

Druggists, although included in the

proposals of Dr Lucas, had not formed any association to either
support their position or to train or examine those involved in the
work.

They were still essentially sellers of drugs and prepared

remedies for sale but were not regarded by either the apothecaries
or the physicians as dispensers of medicine.

In records and legislation of this period druggists continued to
be referred to as a distinct entity from "chemists", the collective
term "chemist and druggist" not being widely used until towards the
end of the 18th century.

Formation of the Guild of St Luke 1745

Up to this time, the development of pharmacy had been limited
to the conditions, implied by legislation, sponsored and enforced
by the College of Physicians.

In 1742, the apothecaries took the

initiative and took steps to form a separate Guild under their own
auspices.

As a result, Alderman William Walker, Alderman Robert

King, Alderman Thomas Baker, Henry O'Hara, Edward Croker, Thomas Quin,
Timothy Edge, John Colies, George Wilson, Mordeccai Adams,
Apothecaries of the city of Dublin petitioned for a new Charter,

41
because "that there were frequent frauds and abuses imposed on many
of our good subjects within our said city of Dublin and the Liberties
thereof and in many other parts of our said Kingdom of Ireland by the
ignorance and unskilfulness of divers persons pretending to the said
art and mystery of an Apothecary and that as yet no sufficient rules
or orders have been laid down or established for the preventing or
correcting thereof".

Thus the apothecaries recommended a Charter

with authority and jurisdiction, enabling them to establish a
separate Guild, specifically for controlling and developing "the art
and mystery of the apothecary".

The petition was referred on 14th February 1742 to the College
of Physicians for examination and report.

The physicians approved

of the petition provided that the apothecaries "should make no By-Laws
concerning the composition of Medicines unless first approved of by
the College of Physicians by writing under the College Seal, and so
as it might no way interfere with the powers vested in the said
College by an Act of Parliament, lately passed in our said Kingdom".
(This refers to the Act of 1735*)

As a result, a Royal Charter was granted to the apothecaries by
George II in 1745> incorporating a new and separate organisation to
be known as the Guild of St Luke or Worshipful Corporation called
Master Wardens and Commonally of the Art and Mystery of the Apothecaries
of the city of Dublin.

This Charter was later adopted by the

Apothecaries' Hall, as the Apothecaries' Charter.

After the separation of the Apothecaries in 1745 from the Guild
of St Mary Magdalene, the composition of the membership changed and
the importance of the Guild rapidly declined.

Some barber surgeons
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remained in the Guild, with others, who according to records had
political objects in view, in becoming members.

The parting of the

ways between the surgeons and barbers was ultimately reached in 1780,
when at a meeting of a Dublin Society of Surgeons then formed, the
following resolution was passed:-

"That in the opinion of this Committee, a royal charter dissolving
the preposterous and disgraceful union of the Surgeons of Dublin with
the Barbers and incorporating them separately and distinctly upon
liberal and scientific principles, would highly contribute not only
to their own emolument and the advancement of the profession in
Ireland, but to the good of society in general, by cultivating and
diffusing surgical knowledge."

The bond which united barber-surgeons and surgeons was finally
severed by the establishment of the Royal College of Surgeons in
Ireland in 1764*

Membership of the Guild

The Guild of St Luke was composed of all the apothecaries who had
subscribed towards the expenses of the charter and also practising
apothecaries who had indentures of apprenticeship.

Apprentices who

had been bound before the charter was granted, were admitted to the
guild by a rule of 29th December 1748.

Two somewhat unusual additional qualifications for membership of
the Guild were - Freemen admitted by birth and somewhat later, Freemen admitted by Grace Especial in accordance with a rule of
December 1747 and ratified on 29th June 1749*

Fr°m records of the

Guild, John Crampton of Dame Street was proposed for admission to the
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"Freedom of the Company" as a Freeman by birth.

His claim was duly

investigated and he was consequently admitted after taking the oath.
Notable men admitted by Grace Especial were Mr J Pentland, an ancestor
of Dr Pentland Mahaffy, Provost of Trinity College (1763) and John
Gifford, an ancestor of Lord Halsbury.

The latter was a well-known

politician and generally recognised as a "fierce and formidable
fighter" who supported the Guild in several parliamentary affairs.

Constitution of the Guild

In accordance with the provisions of the Royal Charter granted
by George II, in 1745> the Guild of St Luke was formed "for a better
rule and direction of the whole body of the said art or mystery and
every member therefore and for the better shaping of all good,
reasonable and wholesome by-laws, statutes and ordinances for the
better government and regulation of the same and every member thereof".

The first members, nominated in the Charter were those who had
signed the petition in 1742 and the Guild consisted of a Master,

2 Wardens, 13 Assistants and members.

Henry O'Hara was nominated as

the first Master and Edward Croker and Thomas Qjain were also nominated
as the first Wardens.

The 13 assistants were to bo elected from the

Apothecaries of the city for the purpose of aiding, counselling and
assisting the Master and Wardens.

A specific direction given to the

Master, Wardens and Assistants (and their successors) was to "elect
and choose an honest and discreet person to be called the Clerk of
the said art or mystery of apothecaries of the city of Dublin".

Powers and Functions

The Charter directed the Master, Wardens and members of the Guild
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"to assemble, convocate and congregate themselves together" and from
time-to-time to determine, constitute, ordain and make such lawful
statutes and by-laws as seemed "reasonable, profitable and requisite,
touching and concerning the good rule and government of the Guild".

The powers granted to the Guild were extensive.

First, all the

members of the Corporation or Guild and others exercising the art or
mystery of apothecaries were commanded "to behave themselves in all
and singular matters, causes and things touching or concerning the
said art or mystery".

The Guild had powers "to impose, inflict,

provide and limit all and singular such penalties and punishments
against and upon offenders, "who transgress, break or violate the
statutes and laws".

It was also lawful for the Guild "to levy, take

and receive" goods and chattels belonging to offenders by way of
penalties.

The action of the Guild in imposing "quarterage" which was a
charge placed on those, who were not admitted to the full privileges,
was not approved by Dr Charles Lucas, who regarded such a procedure
as an imposition on the citizens.

Comprehensive records of the transactions of this Guild still
exist and from these it was apparent that soon after its formation,
the Guild exercised its professional rights and prosecuted those who
indulged in irregular practices such as selling adulterated medicines
or even selling medicines, if not a member of the Guild.

The

apothecaries also endeavoured to make distillers (Chemists) pay
*

"quarterage" for manufacturing "Bryony Water"
Water"

and "Hot Cinnamon

but apparently were not on all occasions successful.
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"Bryony Water was a spirit of wine, distilled from bryony root
and several other ingredients.

According to Quincy (1729) it was

"a very untoothsorae composition but admirably well suited to the
intention of an hysterick".

He tells us further "that it is very

forcing upon the uterus, which makes it given to promote delivery
and it is likewise good against convulsions in children and of
service in any nervous complaint in either sex".

"Hot Cinnamon Water" according to Qpincy:
Take of cinnamon
French Brandy

1 lb.

1 Gallon.

Distil.

Physicians and Apothecaries Consult

The regulation of the practice of pharmacy progressed under the
auspices of the Guild.

Visits to apothecaries1 shops were made for

the purpose of inspecting drugs and destroying such as were
adulterated.

In this, the College of Physicians continued to take

part and this method of inspection continued up to the appointment
of the City Companies in 1841.

Conferences were held with the College

of Physicians in 1755 with a view to revising the Act of 1735 for
prevention of frauds and abuses associated with the preparation and
selling of drugs.

The apothecaries, accepting their responsibility,

took further action, where necessary to make the public aware of
such incidents.

For example in 1756, it became known that cinchona

or Jesuit's bark, then used for the treatment of fevers and of
considerable value, was being wilfully adulterated.

The public were
f 6}

accordingly warned of such actions by public notices.^ ^

46
The functions of the Guild were not entirely confined to
professional matters, many of the political activities of the parent
guild being continued, through which representatives on the Common
Council of the City Corporation of Dublin and other public bodies was
maintained.

Division among the Apothecaries

As early as 1784» it was apparent that there was a division of
functions among the apothecaries.

This was evident in the records of

their consultations with the College of Physicians about charges, when
a petition from one section of the Guild known as "a Pharmaceutic
Society", was received, requesting a review of the rates of
professional prices for medicines.

Apothecaries in this section

apparently practised as pharmacists, since fees for visits were not
included in their charges.

Other agreements between the apothecaries

in general and the physicians included, in addition recommendation
for charges for fees and visits.

The publication of a list of charges by the apothecaries in
(l)

1804V 7 was apparently appreciated by the public, who were then in a
position to know what they were expected to pay.

The publication

also contributed to better relationships between physicians,
apothecaries and Surgeons, who had quarrelled from time to time about
charges and fees.

An Act for Preventing Frauds and Abuses in the vending, preparing
and administering Drugs and Medicines 1761

(8)

(The "Lucas" Act)

As a result of the collaboration between the members of the
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Guild of St Luke and the College of Physicians in 1761, an Act
amending the 1735 Act was achieved.

This Act was an event of interest

to the development of the practice of pharmacy and contained some
provisions not included in legislation elsewhere in the British Isles.
Dr Charles Lucas played a considerable part in the preparations
associated with this Act, which was frequently referred to as the
"Incas Act".

The Act was passed, as stated in the opening paragraph, to amend
"many most dangerous and destructive frauds and abuses" committed
daily in the vending, preparing and administering of drugs and
medicines.

It in many ways resembled the Act of 1735> with certain

additions.

It applied to the city of Dublin and to districts within

a circuit of 10 miles from the city.

The Act enabled the King's and Qjaeen's College of Physicians to
increase their number and empowered the College to elect inspectors
to visit premises of apothecaries, chemists or druggist and examine
all medicines used or sold "for the health of man's body".

In this

duty the four inspectors were assisted by two additional inspectors
elected and appointed by the master and wardens of the corporation of
apothecaries of the city of IXiblin (the Guild of St Luke).

The provisions of the Act enabled these inspectors to destroy
any medicines which were considered unfit to be administered or used
as medicines.

Procedures, similar to those in the 1735 Act, were

included, for the purpose of appeals by the owners of the medicines,
against the inspectors.

The Newer Provisions in the Act of 1761

The new and important factors regarding the preparation,
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compounding and sale of medicines introduced by the Act of 1761
included a provision by which the President, Censors and Fellows of
the College of Physicians could "frame and publish a code or
pharmacopoeia, containing a catalogue of such drugs or simple
medicines, as they shall judge necessary for the prescriptions or
use of physicians and chirurgeons, together with forms and rules for
preparing and compounding the same chemically and galenically as they
shall judge fit and necessary, for the practice of physic and
chirurgery, directing not only the form and manner but also the
various vessels and other utensils and the materials of which such
vessels or utensils shall be respectively made or composed, as also
the measures, weights and scales, by which all such medicinal drugs,
preparations and compositions shall be dispensed and sold".

Inspections outside Qiblin

Although the inspections of medicines applied only to the city
of Dublin and to an area within ten miles of the city, the directions
proposed in this pharmacopoeia were to be "observed by all and every
apothecary, chemist, druggist and other person or persons who now do
or hereafter shall prepare, administer, sell, expose for sale or keep
for that purpose, any kind of drug, simple or compound medicine or
chemical or other medicinal preparation whatsoever throughout this
kingdom".

Provisions of the Act did not apply to any "merchant adventurer"
who imported simple drugs, provided that such persons did not prepare,
compound or retail such drugs.

In the more remote parts of Ireland, the sheriffs or any two
justices of the peace of every city, or the chief magistrate of every
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city, borough or town, could summon the help of two or more doctors
of physick, graduates of Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, or of any other
university of Great Britain, Leyden or Dublin or licentiates of the
King's and Qjaeen's College of Physicians in Ireland, for the purpose
of searching the premises of apothecaries, chemists and druggists.

The inspectors were authorised, as within the city of Dublin, to
destroy any medicines or utensils and weights which were found to be
defective and the owners of these medicines had similar rights of
appeal against such decisions.

In these cases, a sample of such

medicines condemned by the inspectors, was to be sent to the College
of Physicians in Dublin who were empowered to make final decisions.

If the College of Physicians confirmed the judgment of the
inspectors, the chief magistrate was empowered "to burn or otherwise
destroy, the rest and residue of the drugs and medicines seized, at
the offender's door upon a market day".

The offender was also entitled to pay a sum not exceeding forty
shillings, for the carriage of the samples and for the appeal to the
College of Physicians.

Similar provisions to

1735 Act were repeated in the 1761 Act

prohibiting substitution of one drug or medicine for another, or
omitting sundry ingredients in "shop compositions and extemporaneous
prescriptions" without informing the buyer or the prescriber or
without leave of the College of Physicians in Dublin.

Instructions to Prescribers

In addition, in this Act the prescriber was required to write
in words "at length" the quantities and name of chemicals in any
recipe, formulae or prescription.

The provision that arsenical
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preparations should not "be kept, handled, produced or otherwise
prepared, weighed or measured in the same shop, laboratory or store
as medicines intended for human use was also included.

Finally, a prohibition was introduced against the "dangerous
and destructive practice of "tinselling or covering or otherwise
disguising electuaries, bolus or pills or other medicines with
unwholesome metallick leaves or powders of copper or brass called
Dutch lietal, IXitch leaves or Dutch Gold".

The help given to and the work carried out on behalf of the
Guild of St Luke by Dr C Lucas, including the preparation of the 1761
Act, was appropriately recognised.

Composition of Medicines

This Act also marked a new era, in that attempts were made to
control the composition of medicines, and to insist that the
composition of medicines would be disclosed to the College of Physicians.
The latter was the first introduction of a new concept in the practise
of pharmacy in the British Isles.

Pharmacopoeias

From earliest times, writers have produced records of substances
of various kinds used as medicines.
"herbals".

Such records were known as

These evolved with time, and by the late 15th century

contained, not only lists of substances but formularies and methods
of preparation and were the first pharmacopoeias.

Some of these

became well known and affected the practice of pharmacy, often over
a wide area such as the Nuremberg Pharmacopoeia, also known as the
Dispensatorium of Valerius Cordus, issued in 1546(9)*
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The first Pharmacopoeia Londirensis, published in 1618, was the
product of a committee of twenty-four physicians who had been selected
for this work, in 1589.

Physicians were chosen for this task, as

being better qualified to compile a pharmacopoeia than the dispensers
or pharmacists, although the letter were more directly concerned with
the contents of the publication.

Due to the errors which the

pharmacopoeia contained, it became evident

that the exclusion of the

pharmacist was a mistake.

The contents of the pharmacopoeias

of this period

contained, in

general, descriptions of innocuous substances, which do not warrant
further consideration.

7/hen it is noted that substances such as

human excrement, mice, earthworms and skulls with moss attached are
included in the Pharmacopoeia Londinensis of l6l3, the lack of
scientific knowledge in the early seventeenth century becomes more
apparent.

Introduction and use of Pharmacopoeias in Ireland

Although provisions for the production of an official pharmacopoeia
in Ireland did not appear until the Act of 1761

,

various publications

had been in use before that date.

The first London Pharmacopoeia of 1ol8, was used to some extent.
In 1717-18 a proposal was made by a Dr Cuming to the College of
Physicians in Dublin, for the preparation of a "Dispensatory - for use
of the Kingdom".

This apparently was not accomplished at that time,

because in 1721, a resolution was passed by the Guild, recommending
the apothecaries in Dublin to use the current London Dispensatory
until art official publication for Dublin was prepared.
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An official compendium of medicines, which was in fact the first
Irish Pharmacopoeia, was published by George Wilson
1746.

and Esdall in

This was largely a reprint of the then current London

Pharmacopoeia.

Wilson's nephew, who was elected Master of the

Apothecaries' Guild in 1774> was responsible for tiie further editions
in 1772 and 1774 and W Gilbert produced yet another edition in 1778.
A formulary for the use of prescribing for the poor entitled
"Pharmacopoeia Pauperum Dubliniensis", was also published in 1778 by
John Exshaw.

Consideration of a pharmacopoeia was suspended until

1784, when a committee consisting of Doctors Percival, Cullen and Hill,
was elected for its preparation by the College of Fnysicians.

George Wilson was the son of Robert Wilson (1668-1714), an Apothecary
who was a member of the Guild of St Mary Magdalene.

The latter

carried on a business in Bride Street, Dublin, and records of him
and his family are found in St Werburgh'e Church, Dublin.

He

evidently was the founder of a firm in 1700, now known as Boileau &
Boyd Ltd, of Bride Street, Dublin, which has been involved in the
pharmaceutical industry since that date.

A brief history of the

firm is given in an article written by Donald W P Boyd, who has been
associated with the pharmaceutical industry in Ireland for half a
century - "History of the Irish Pharmaceutical Industry - a Memoir".
Technology Ireland, October 1970.
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Ultimately, after ten years, during which the membership of the
committee referred to, had changed, a pharmacopoeia appeared in 1794.
A limited number, 100 copies, referred to as a specimen pharmacopoeia,
were printed.

This edition was largely based on the London

Pharmacopoeia and the copies were sent to the Fellows of the College
of Physicians, College of Surgeons and the Corporation of the
Apothecaries' Hall, for consideration and suggested amendments.
Apparently little criticism of the pharmacopoeia was received and
further publication of the edition did not proceed.

After the establishment of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin
another attempt was made by the College of Physicians in 1796, to
publish a new edition of the pharmacopoeia, using the laboratory of
the Hall for the necessary chemical and pharmaceutical experiments.

The College of Surgeons in 1795 and again in 1325, declined to
co-operate with the College of Fnysiclans in the preparation of a
pharmacopoeia on the grounds that their "interference" was
unnecessary.

Pharmacopoeia Collegli Medicorum Regis et Reginae in JHibemia _1.806

The first official IXiblin Pharmacopoeia was published in 1806/07
under the auspices of the Royal Collage of Physicians in Ireland.

It

was described - "a catalogue of such drugs or simple medicines as the
College have judged necessary for the prescription or uses of
physicians and surgeons, together with forms and rules for preparing
and compounding the same".

A direction was also given "to all and singular Apothecaries and
others whose business it is to compound medicines" that they should
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follow the directions of the Fnarmacopoeia, according to the measures
and weights (Troy) stipulated.

The contents of this pharmacopoeia,

were mainly similar to the London (1788) and the Edinburgh (1304)
Pharmacopoeias.
Second Edition of the Dublin Pharmacopoeia 1826
As in the first edition of the Pharmacopoeia the text was in
Latin.

In the preface to the 1826 edition, it is stated that the

arrangement of the contents was changed, to bring the work into
alignment with the present day chemistry and that certain medicines
had been included which had been "fully approved by experiment".
Certain formulae had been changed because of the result of experiment
and because of the new discoveries about the atomic constitution of
bodies.
The names of plants were taken from "The Species of Plants of
Linnaeus" edited by Willendon, with the exception of types or species
of recent discovery, when the name of the discoverer is appended, to
the name of the plant.

Some medicines, recommended by doctors from

foreign pharmacopoeias were, where appropriate, included, and the
editors also state that, "we have taken pains to make our Pharmacopoeia
correspond as much as possible" to other pharmacopoeias.
Degrees of heating, in the preparation or compounding of
medicines, where necessary, were specifically stated and a direction
that mortars or other vessels used for measuring or mixing were to be
made of glass or other materials, which did not contain traces of
copper or lead.
Weights remained unchanged but emphasis was placed on the fact
that the system used was in accordance with the standard defined by

55
a statute of the realm, as described in the

year of George IV.

In the Fourth Year of the reign of Queen Anne (1706) an Act was passed
by the Parliament of Ireland, "for regulating the V/eights used in this
Kingdom, and that Salt and Meal shall be sold by Weight".

Under this

Act certain standard weights (Avoirdupois), were to be made, and
officially maintained.

In 1824? the standard weights were lost, aid

the Act of that year quoted, contained provisions to renew the
authority to make and maintain standard weights, for use in Ireland,
Under the same Act, Magistrates were also empowered, to take action
against the use of defective "Beams and Scales".

As stated in the preface to the 1826 Dublin Pharmacopoeia, in
compounding medicines the English Troy Pound, containing 5>670 grains,

7/as to be used.

The pound was divided into 12 ozs, each of which

contained 8 drachms.

Each drachm contained 3 scruples.

The unit for measuring fluids recommended was the Congius, the
Roman or wine gallon.

A Wine Gallon contained 8 Pints.
A Pint by measure 16 Ounces.
An Ounce by measure 3 Drachms.

A

*5

Drachm

by

measure

Geog. IV. C.110.

3

Scruples.

"An Act for the Indemnity of Magistrates

in Proceedings against using unlawful Weights in Ireland"
/24th June 18247-
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Another table of equivalent weights is given as follows
A congius (wine gallon) of distilled water contains at the degree
of heat Scf1 - 58327.5 grains.
A pint

by measure contains 7291 grains.

An ounce by measure contains 455*6 grains.
A drachm by measure contains 57 grains.
A scruple by measure contains 19 grains.
The 1826 Pharmacopoeia contained eleven sections under the
headings:Sectio

i

Acida

it

ii

it

in

ii

IV

it

V

ti

VI

Sulphures

ii

VII

Metallica

ii

VIII

it

IX

it

X

tt

XI

Alkalia
Terrae
Sales Alkalini
Sales Terrei

Prae parata e plantis
Composita
Extemporalia
Miscellanea

In the declaration by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in the
pharmacopoeia, it is stated that the President and Fellows of the
King's and Queen's College of Physicians have "with great pains and
industry revised and corrected "the 1807 edition and "that it is
conceived the said Book will contribute to the public good of His
Majesty's subjects, by preventing all deceits, differences and
uncertainties in making or compounding of medicines, if for the
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future the manner and form prescribed therein should be practised by
Apothecaries and others in their composition of medicines".

A warning

is also included to the effect that offenders, shall be proceeded
against "according to the utmost severity of Law".

The Dublin Pharmacopoeia 1650

The revision of the 1826 edition, under the auspices of the
King's and Queen's College of Physicians commenced in 1847 and after
a period of experiments and researches, the new and improved edition
was published in 1850.

This edition corrected "whatever might be

defective in the processes previously given and introduced, such new
medicinal agents as would seem called for by the rapid progress made
in modem times, by those sciences from which knowledge of therapeutics
is chiefly derived".

Certain formulae were given for the preparation of medicines
which were not prepared by apothecaries but by the manufacturing
chemist.

At this time, Ireland had few manufacturing chemists but

some did exist to which reference will be made later.

The laboratory

of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin also manufactured chemicals on a
fairly large scale from 1791*

The Pharmacopoeia of 1850, differed in several ways from the
previous pharmacopoeias.

For the users convenience the classification

of certain groups was extended.

For example, the substances grouped

under Metallica in the 1826 edition were re-classified under distinct
sections headed respectively: Acetates, Arsenates, Carbonates,
Chlorides, Citrates, Iodides, Metals, Nitrates, Oxides, Phosphates,
Sulphates, Tartrates and Valerianates.
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One of the main objectives of the College in compiling this
Pharmacopoeia was to simplify, as far as was practicable, the contents,
in order that the apothecary might be induced to undertake the
preparation of his own medicines and thus become as independent as
possible of the manufacturing chemist.
This was achieved by the simple and ready methods given for
preparing, for example, the essences, cosmetic waters, and spirit of
ammonia.

The formulae for ointments previously considered complex were

to be conveniently prepared by making the Ungentum Albae Cerae the
basis of most of them.

The directions for the preparation of

infusions and decoctions were almost identical, all the former, but
one, being completed in one hour, and all the latter but three, within
ten minutes.
A New Concept for Weights and Measures
In the 1850 edition of the Dublin Pharmacopoeia, an innovation
was made by the introduction of certain changes in weights and
measures.

The old wine gallon of 231 cubic inches Y/hich had become

nearly obsolete was replaced by the imperial gallon.
The "Troy pound" was rejected by the Irish College and replaced
by the "avoirdupois pound".

The "avoirdupois ounce" was, like the

"Troy pound" subdivided into eight drachms, each of these, being
subdivided into three scruples.
This was done, because the apothecary at that period used two
systems.

His purchases were made in avoirdupois, whilst his sales

generally, though not always, in Troy weights.

This practice was

considered so inconvenient and arbitrary and the College of Physicians
considered that it should be reformed.

In addition, there was no
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simple relation which would abridge calculations between the imperial
measures and Troy weights which would enable the determination of the
proportions by weight which liquids of a process, given in measures
(volumes) bear to the solids or vica versa.

Because the fluid ounce and ounce by weight were both similarly
subdivided and that the avoirdupois ounce of 437*5 grains is the
weight of a fluid ounce of water and the avoirdupois drachm of 54.68
grains is the weight of a fluid drachm, conversion of volumes of
liquids in imperial ounces and drachms to equivalent weights, using
specific gravities, was simplified.

This was noted to be one of the

advantages of the scheme.

Michael Donovan, to whom further reference will later be made,
was the first to propose this scheme of weights and was so anxious
for its success that he undertook to supply, at a moderate cost and
without the slightest view to personal profit, the weights adapted in
the 1850 Pharmacopoeia.

This is recorded in the preface to this

edition.
The significance of the action by the College of Physicians in
the 1850 Dublin Pharmacopoeia, was recognised in the first British
Pharmacopoeia published in I864 to replace the Pharmacopoeias of
London, Edinburgh and Dublin, under the direction of the General
Council of Medical Education and Registration of the United Kingdom,
in accordance with the provisions of the Medical Act of 1858.

In the preface to that publication it is stated:- "under any
circumstances it would have been necessary on this occasion to revise
the Pharmaceutic Weights and Measures of the Kingdom.

But change

became imperative for one division or another of the country, as the
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Dublin College of Physicians in their last Pharmacopoeia, had led the
way by adopting for the first time in Pharmacy the Imperial Weights for
the ounce and higher denominations;

a departure from long established

usage which appeared to the Council judicious and worthy of imitation".

Another distinction, which can be attributed to the Dublin
Pharmacopoeia, was the introduction for the first time in the United
Kingdom, a requirement that poisons must be issued in singular shaped
bottles.

This was included in a reprint, issued in 1856.

Sources of supply of Chemicals used in Medicines during the 18th
century

It is evident from the Dublin Pharmacopoeias, that the use of
chemicals, instead of plant or animal products, extended during the
18th century in Ireland.
presented problems.

The procurement of these in a pure state

Because a manufacturing, pharmaceutical industry

did not exist, many of the chemicals and other products were imported.

Manufacturing processes, on a small scale did exist.

For example,

in 1775 John Clarks presented a petition to Parliament^in which
he stated that "because of the difficulties he had in procuring pure
chemicals for medicinal work, he had at much expense brought their
manufacture to great perfection that in five years he had made 16,000
pounds of magnesium alba, in all respects equal to that which had been
imported at a guinea a pound and had reduced the price so much that
even the consumer did not pay more than one-third of the amount for
it, and that he had reduced Rochells-salts to one quarter of its
former price and prepared 12,000 pounds of it and that notwithstanding
the heavy duty he had established a considerable export trade to
Bristol and London, thus opening a new branch of commerce for preparing

6i
Sal-ammoniac and several other articles for which large sums were
annually sent to Italy and Holland".
Reference has been made, to Pharmaceutical Industry, being
presently carried on by a firm Boileau & Boyd Ltd in Bride Street,
Dublin, which, as already stated, originated from an Apothecary's
business carried on by Robert 'Wilson in 1700.

Many of the relics

of this pharmaceutical industry remain with this firm, but Robert
Wilson's old shop has given place to a modem laboratory end
factory, and his ointment slab and spatula have been replaced by
modem machinery producing vast quantities of medicines daily.
No records were available which may have indicated how
successful Clarke's petition had been, but the Apothecaries sought
and achieved an answer to their manufacturing needs in 1791> when the
Apothecaries Hall was established in Dublin.
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CHAPTER

IV

FORMATION OF All APOTHECARIES * HALL IN DUBLIN - 1791
The establishment of an Apothecaries' Hall, with a laboratory
for manufacturing purposes, had been an aspiration of Dr Charles Lucas
and the Apothecaries of the Guild of St Luke since MG'].

As previously

stated, Lucas, who was acclaimed as the founder, died in 1771

before

the Hall had been established.
The prominent figures in public life, John Claudius Bedford, a
member of a notable family, assisted by John Gifford, High Sheriff
of Dublin and an ancestor of Lord Halsbury, actively supported the
project after Lucas's death.
Ultimately, on 19th October 1789> ai s meeting of the company
of Apothecaries, it was resolved to apply to Parliament for the
establishment of an Apothecaries' Hall.

(l)

Accordingly, a petition from the Apothecaries was presented to
the Irish Parliament, February 3rd 1791» by Henry Grattan, the great
(2)
Irish orator and politicxen,' ' when he stateds-

"That most essential and general advantages would arise to the
public from the establishment of an Apothecaries* Hall in the city,
similar to that in London fully sensible of the importance of the
measure, the petitioners determined to carry it into execution with
propriety of conduct and on principles most liberal, thus while on
one hand they wished to exclude from the subscription those who not
being bred apothecary, could not with propriety be admitted, yet on
the other hand, they liberally invited apothecaries, not freemen of
the corporation to join in the undertaking, offering them equal
advantages and voluntarily extending the benefits of the Hall to
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the trade in genei'al."

A similar petition presented by the Apothecaries of the Guild
of St luke at an earlier date, had been opposed by some physicians,
surgeons and apothecaries.

Those who opposed that petition proposed

to establish a Hall on totally different principles, in which the
business of such, was to be conducted by persons of all the various
branches of physics "no matter how distinct their professions or
how opposite and contradictory their several interests".

After the

Irish Parliament had introduced a Bill, to establish an Apothecaries'
Hall, several physicians, apothecaries (presumably not members of
the Guild), surgeons, chemists end druggists, again petitioned
Parliament, to allow all to participate in the formation of the
Hall.

As a consequence of this action a committee was set up to

investigate the state of Pharmacy, to which all concerned presented
evidence.

The Apothecaries of the Guild won the day and on March

24th 1791> the Apothecaries Act

was passed with the approval of

both the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons.
The Apothecaries Act of 1791^^

The preamble to the Act which was a feature in legislation at
this time summarises precisely the reasons for the establishment of
an Apothecaries' Kall:-

"Whereas not only many hut great inconveniences have arisen
from the want of an Hall amply supplied with Medicines of the purest
quality, prepared under the inspection of persons well skilled in
the art and mystery of such preparations, hut also frequent frauds
have been imposed and practised on many of His Majesty's subjects
within the City of Dublin and the Liberties thereof and in other
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parts of the King'doin of Ireland, by the i^rorarjce and unskillfPlness
of diverse persons pretending to the art and mystery of an Apothecary,
to the injury of the fair Trader, the disappointment of the Physician,
and the imminent hazard of the lives of His Majesty's faithful and
loyal subjects throughout the realm: and whereas the Master Warden
and commonalty of the Corporation of Apothecaries and other
Apothecaries of the City of Dublin, have by their Petition, humbly
prayed that an Act be passed enabling them to raise a fund for the
purpose of erecting such Hall, with such Clauses, Powers,
Jurisdictions and Authorities, as may in future prevent such frauds
and abuses end thereby tend to preserve the health of His Majesty's
subjects."
The Act provided for the formation of a Company or Fraternity
of judicious Apothecaries well skilled in preparing and compounding
Medicines, within "the city of Itablin and suburbs and liberties
thereof".

This was to consist of one Governor, a Deputy Governor,

and thirteen Directors and the subscribers.
Founder Members
The following Apothecaries, who had each subscribed a sum of
one hundred pounds for the purpose of creating a fund for the
erection of an Apothecaries’ Hall, were by the Act, the first
members of the Company:

Henry Hunt, Anthony Thompson, John Hastings,

Peter Kelly, George Kiernan, Richard Morgan, James McLaughlin,
Daniel Moore, John Pentland, Foden Perrin, Robert Powell, Stephen
Reynolds, Charles Ryan, John Usher, Richard Usher.
The Company was also to have a Court of Directors consisting
of the above nominated Apothecaries, for the purpose of inspecting
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and directing all chemical and compound preparations and experiments
and for ordering, managing and directing the affairs of the said
Corporation.

Henry Hunt and Anthony Thompson were respectively

nominated by the Act as the first Governor and Deputy Governor of
the Corporation for a period of one year.

The Corporation was limited

to sixty members and Apothecaries who had been resident in the City
of Dublin or within the suburbs for seven years

were, on the payment

of one hundred pounds to be elected as members.

Annual elections

were to be held for the offices of Governor, Deputy Governor and
Directors, and all the members, or as many as assembled, at duly
authorised meetings were to be the General Council of the Corporation.

The form of Oath or Affirmation, to be taken by the Governor,
Deputy Governor, Directors, Members, and Agents or servants, was
also provided by the Act.

Such oaths were to be administered by the

Chancellor of the Kingdom of Ireland or by the Keeper of Commissioners
of the Great Seal of Ireland or by the Chancellor or Chief Baron of
the Court of Exchequer in Ireland.

Introduction of examinations

In relation to the practice of pharmacy, the Apothecaries Act
of 1791> introduced three important factors, first an examination
system for the qualifications of persons wishing to become
apprentices, journeymen, foreman or shopman to any apothecary
throughout the Kingdom of Ireland.

Secondly, a time limit of seven

years was stipulated for such apprenticeship and for this purpose
an indenture, memorandum or agreement, was to be completed between
the Apothecary and apprentice.

Such indentures were to be enrolled

in a book to be kept for this purpose by the Corporation.

Thirdly,
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no person was to act as an Apothecary until he was examined as to
his qualifications and knowledge of the business.

For those who failed to pass the proposed examination, either
as apprentices or apothecaries, appeal schemes were arranged as
follows:-

First, persons who had applied to become apprentices

could reapply for examination after a period of six months.

If

after a second examination, a person who considered "himself
aggrieved by the judgment or determination" of the examiners, could
within a period of ten days appeal to the General Council of the
Company.

Provided that not less than fifteen members of the Company

were present at such a Council meeting, it had power to affirm or
reverse the judgment of the Examiners.

Persons who had presented themselves for examination, for the
purpose of keeping open shop and practising as an apothecary and
who had been aggrieved by the decision of the examiners, had a
right of appeal to the King's and Qjneen's College of Physicians in
Ireland.

The College was empowered to re-examine the person and

to affirm or reverse the judgments of the examiners.

Control of Poisons

The restrictions imposed on the keeping or mixing of arsenic
in the shop or rooms where medicines were compounded, alreadyintroduced under the 1735 and 1761 Acts, were renewed in the
Apothecaries' Act of 1791.

In addition, the sales of quantities

of arsenic of less than one pound, were to be recorded in a book,
kept for this purpose.

Such an entry was to be made at the time of

the sale, and before delivery of the arsenical preparation.

The

details to be recorded were the signature and place of abode of the
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purchaser, the quantity of arsenical preparation and the time when
it was sold.

The sale of arsenical preparations was permitted only

to persons known or introduced to the vendor and the regulations
regarding such sales applied to both Apothecaries and Druggists.
The first meeting of the subscribers was held at the Surgeons'
Theatre in Miner Street, IXiblin, when the oaths directed by the Act
were taken.

On the 28th of May, 1791> a committee was elected

to

consider the methods by which examinations for assistants,
apprentices and apothecaries were to be conducted.

For this purpose,

the elected committee, adopted the motto "To preserve Health and improve
Pharmacy".

Whilst the Apothecaries' Act of 1791 provided for examination
of apothecaries, it did not propose any compulsory curriculum or
course of study

in preparation for these examinations.

The

Apothecaries sought to remedy this state of affairs and attempts to
introduce an amending Act for this purpose by John Beresford

were

not successful.

An Apothecaries' Hall was subsequently erected in Mary Street,
Dublin, in 1791>

which medicines were to be prepared for the use

of Apothecaries throughout the country.

The funds raised by the

sixty apothecaries, who subscribed one hundred pounds each to build
the Hall, were apparently inadequate, and subsequently an additional
£2,000 was borrowed on mortgage.

Profits which accrued during the

following years, indicated that the Apothecaries' Hall was a
successful venture.

For the first three months the trading profits

were £3,050 and for the next quarter £2,917*

Even though the

Corporation had to borrow £2,000 after its formation, it was able to
pay dividends of 40^o and 50$ to the fortunate shareholders after a
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period of a few years.

"Apothecary and Chemist11

Apothecaries, at this period, in records were often styled
"Apothecary and Chemist" and as licentiates of the Apothecaries'
Company, under the Act of 1791> such licences testified that the
holder "had been duly and carefully examined in Chemistry, Pharmacy,
Materia medica and Medical Botany" and was considered properly
qualified to enter the profession of an Apothecary".

From the form and wording of the original certificates, it would
appear that the examination of an Apothecary was intended solely for
the practice of pharmacy.

The establishments of the Apothecaries

were referred to as "Medical Halls", a term used frequently in Ireland,
presently to denote a "pharmacy".

An apothecary in Ireland had been, since the 16th century a
medical attendant of the people, or as aptly described by Adam Smith
in "Wealth of a Nation" (1776) Book I, Chap 10 - "the physican of
the poor in all cases and of the sick when the distress or danger is
not very great".

He was also a compounder of medicines which he sold

to his patients, and a dispenser of the prescription written by the
physicians.

The Apothecaries' Act made no reference to his duties

as a medical practitioner.

A scale of fees, already referred to,

published by the Apothecaries' Company in 1804,

(5)

indicates the

extent of his medical practice.
£
"For Bleeding by a Master
For Bleeding by an Assistant or Apprentice
Visit by a master called out of bed
Visit by an Assistant or Apprentice

1.

s.

d.

11.

4.

2.

8.

2.

0.

2.

8.
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A Master kept all night

£

s.

d.

2.

5.

6.

5.

5.

1.

2.

9. to

5-

13.

9.

11.

4.

2.

9-

5.

5-

5.

5.

Attendance on nineties by a Master
Inoculating according to circumstances from

All visits within one mile
All visits 1-3 miles

1.

All visits beyond that, for each mile
One or more leeches applied by a Master;
beside the price of the leech or leeches
No charge to be made for attendance upon
servants or Paupers In town.

It is of interest to note that assistants and apprentices of
the apothecary also visited the patient.

Sometimes the apothecary applied his leeches or carried out
his bleeding or other minor operations under the directions of the
physicians and it sometimes happened that he was consulted between
the visits of his superiors.

The experience acquired in these

circumstances induced many of them to aspire to higher medical
functions, with the result that they gradually encroached upon the
province of the physicians and surgeons.
to good relationship

This did not contribute

between these bodies.

Diversity of Functions

Many apothecaries in Ireland at the beginning of the 19th
century declined to visit patients unless urgent or peculiar
circumstances rendered it necessary.

Such persons directed their

attention exclusively to the practice of pharmacy.
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The association formed in 1783/84 by Apothecaries of the Guild
of St Luke and knovyn as a Pharmaceutic Society, was described as a
private but somewhat powerful body which sought to advance the
science of chemistry and pharmacy rather than the practice of
medicine.

As one writer stated "These were the days when the

discoveries of Lavoisier and Priestly led the sanguine chemist to
think that great secrets of nature were at last about to be revealed
and the Pharmaceutic Society hoped to find, after the erection of an
Apothecaries' Hall, the resources for undertaking chemical research".
Before that time, they had been to soijje extent antagonistic to the
Company of Apothecaries, but when the Hall was founded in 1791» they
resolved to join the apothecaries in order that the new Hall would
have the benefits of their combined aid.
From 1791 to 1829, 1289 persons qualified as apothecaries under
the 1791 Act.

A number of persons who were already qualified as

MBs apparently found it desirable to obtain the licence of the
Apothecaries' Company.

In the records of the Hall 1798, it was

noted "that George McCambridge MD of Ballycastle, Co Antrim, was
examined and adjudged fit to practise phacraacy".

This was probably

the reason for obtaining the qualification, because some doctors,
particularly in rural areas, also practised pharmacy.
Little is recorded in the minutes of the Apothecaries' Company
regarding the rebellion of 1798, except that drugs were supplied to
the Army and that professional services were offered to military
hospitals.

Apothecaries also volunteered to act as medical

assistants to His Majesty's Troops.
Scientific Meetings
The Apothecaries' Hall also encouraged and promoted scientific
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meetings and in the records of February 7th, 1800, the Directors
considered "the propriety of admitting such gentlemen as are likely
to assist the Company as scientific members".

It was also noted that

such gentlemen would attend scientific meetings only.

In the transactions of January 31st, 1802, the following
gentlemen who had distinguished themselves in Chemistry or Natural
Philosophy were admitted as Honorary Scientific Members

C W Quinn MD - son of Henry Quinn (1710-1791) the most prominent
physican in Dublin of the eighteenth century.
grandfather was an apothecary.

His

He qualified MD in

1779 and became Physican General to the Army in
Ireland.

Richard Kirwan, President RIA FRS (1733-1812) described as "the
great Chemist of Ireland", noted for his researches
in mineralogy, which were of benefit to both industry
and medicine.

William Harvey MD (1794-1019) Physican General.

George Stewart - Surgeon General.

William Higgins MRIA, whose name was associated with work on the
atomic constitution of matter.

Apothecaries1 Hall encounters difficulties

The Governor and Directors of the Apothecaries' Hall were not by
the beginning of the 19th century satisfied that the Apothecaries' Act
of 1791 gave them sufficient power to control or advance the profession.
Indeed considerable difficulty was experienced in inducing people to
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think that any special qualification was required for opening an
apothecary’s establishment.

They were commonly owned by persons who

had obtained some knowledge of the craft by acting as assistants to
apothecaries, whilst others had no such training and combined the sale
and compounding of medicines with the business of general dealers.

To

prosecute these and to enforce conformity with the law seems a proper
and prudent course, and for these purposes, the Apothecaries' Company,
appointed a number of inspectors to operate in different parts of the
country.

Qualified medical practitioners were also subject to the

same conditions, as the apothecaries considered them as unqualified
to compound drugs unless they were licensed by the Apothecaries' Hall.

The Apothecaries' Hall, in spite of its difficulties, continued
to prosper.

In this respect, the year 1809 was particularly

profitable, and at a meeting on April 28th, 1809, the shareholders
were paid £100 per shane.

Again in 1811, a dividend of £80 per share

was paid and at this time Mr YTin Callaghan, who acted as Secretary and
Treasurer, was specially thanked, as the chief architect of the
prosperity of the Company.

The Apothecaries were still grieved by the limitation of their
powers under the

1791

Act and correspondence between Mr Gifford,

a

Governor of the Apothecaries' Hall, and Mr Peel (Secretary for
Ireland, and afterwards Sir Robert Peel) in 1818, is interesting, in
that it not only indicates the apothecaries' desire to amend the Act,
but also suggests means for introducing a licensing system for
vendors of drugs and medicines.
Mr Gifford's letter to Mr Peel^^^

"Sir
The Governor and Directors of the Apothecaries' Hall desire me to

74
wait upon you and earnestly and respectfully to entreat your aid
and countenance in support of some most necessary improvements in
this system which they now presume to suggest.

It is not unknown to you, Sir, that in the year of 1791 they
obtained an Act of Parliament for regulating their profession - an
Act at that time necessary to remove many abuses - and under which,
though very imperfect for its purpose, the Governors and Directors
have done much to improve their profession, though from the
insufficiency of the Act, much still remains to be done.

Of the good produced, it is not a small part that, they have
established a magazine of sound and genuine Medicines - every ounce
of which pays the King's Duties - and from which the King's Forces
have been honestly supplied, as the Medical Board will testify, the
Governor and Directors having upon occasions of urgency directed
themselves with uncommon energy and obtained thereby the thanks of
that Board and Government.

It is not a small support of their claim of aid and favour,
from Government that they have brought forward a better description
of persons, better instructed, more highly educated and of more
respectable condition - than in general were heretofore placed in
the profession.

The accompanying paper will show the zeal and

anxiety with which the Governor and Directors pursue their object,
of the highest importance to the public, and which has already
furnished to the Array and the Hospitals some of their most useful
and efficient attendants.

But the Governor and Directors have been much retarded in their
endeavours to bring their profession to its more perfect and
necessary degree of usefulness, by the defects of their Act of
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Parliament.

Everybody knows the ruinous expense of Law proceedings

in the higher Courts in this country.

It is true the Apothecaries1

Act lays penalties, not very heavy or severe, on those who violate
its enactments, those who open shop v/ithout due examination or
certificate, those who operate and those who become apprentices
unexamined and unqualified.

In several instances the Governor and

Directors have prosecuted such offenders and have often recovered
the penalty of Twenty Pounds, at an expense not much exceeding Two
Hundred;

this lot paid out of their Stock, has deterred them from

continuing to prosecute and the consequence is that anyone who
chooses to risk a small sum, sets them and their Act of Parliament
at defiance, as might appear from numerous letters every day
received at the Hall, one only of which they beg to submit.

In considering these circumstances with which they are grieved
to be under the necessity of troubling you, Sir, they have found a
remedy which will not only support the Act of Parliament and
maintain the respectability of their profession but contribute in
some degree - that is to say, from five to ten thousand pounds
passes to the Revenue of the State.

First, then, they humbly propose that their Act may be so
altered that all penalties under it may be recoverable at the
Sessions before the Justices, without going into the Superior Courts.

They pray that a Stamp Duty be laid upon the certificate of
every person entering into the profession and that all

Apothecaries,

Druggists and others, who vend Drugs and Medicines - Simple,
Compound or Chemical - shall receive a Stamped Licence for the same,
and annually pay as hereinafter stated and have this Licence
exhibited in some conspicuous part of their shop or warehouse.
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They pray, further that they may have a more discretionary
power of charging something more adequate to their trouble and loss
of time in examining the candidates for the various departments and
degrees of their profession.

That Parliament will condescend to notice the request of the
Governor and Directors they cannot doubt, when they consider the
liberal manner in which they have attended to this profession in
England, the consequence of which would be, as already stated, an
addition to the Public Revenue, as every Tax Officer would feel it
his duty to demand a view of the certificate and licence of all
persons vending Drugs or Medicines and the Apothecaries1 Hall will,
in the first instance and as often, as shall be necessary afterwards,
take from the Stamps Officer such a number of the necessary stamps
as shall be deemed adequate, so that from them the tax will be
renewed at once without any further trouble to that department.

Every person licensed to sell Drugs or Medicines to pay annually
Five Pounds - the number supposed qualified 1,000

£5,000

Every Master on opening shop to be examined and
Licensed £5 - the annual number supposed 50

£250

Every Apprentice for his Certificate of Qualification
£5 - the number about 250

£1,250

Every Assistant £1 - the annual number supposed
about 150

£150
£6,650

Here there is an annual fund of £6,650 which can be had by
conferring a serious benefit on the public.
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The Governor and Directors request they may be allowed to
charge for their trouble in examining, certifying and superintending
this system:-

For every Apprentice

£5

For every Assistant

£1

For every Master

£5

I am, Sir
(Signed)

Note:

J. Gifford."

This letter was dated the 28th of November, 1818, although
in the records of the Apothecaries' Hall it was alleged to
be sent in February, 1818.

Robert Peel's reply was as follows:-

Irish Office, London.
4th March 1818

"Dear Sir,

I have not failed to consider the subject of the communication
you made to me at the desire of the Governors and Company of the
Apothecaries' Hall, in the respect to some proposed improvements in
their present system but I would recommend the adoption of some of
the suggestions which it contains.

I think the proposed licensing of Apothecaries by stamps might
be a good measure, as it would have a tendency to prevent uneducated
and unskilled persons from practising as Apothecaries, but I think
the benefit above-mentioned would be as effectually secured by an
imposition of ten shillings per annum as of £5 - a sum which might be
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paid without inconvenience by Apothecaries in large towns but which
would bear hard on those in country situations.

TTith respect to increasing the fee upon examination and certificate to that proposition I cannot accede and consider it liable to great
objections.

I understand that the profits on the original shares subscribed
to fit up and carry on the establishment of the Apothecaries' Hall is
now so considerable and that these shares are now in the hands of so
limited a number of persons that I cannot consider it expedient to
increase the privileges or emoluments of the Corporation, however
satisfied I may be that the concerns committed to their charge are
well regulated.

I am, Sir,
(Signed)

Robert Peel."

Parliament refuses to amend legislation

In the subsequent correspondence, the Apothecaries were informed
that it was not the intention of Parliament to embark on any new
legislation at that time, which would affect the practice of pharmacy.

Without any amendment to the 1791 Act, the Apothecaries' Hall
continued their system of examination of both apprentices and
apothecaries and also their system of inspections.

In 1828, one of

their inspectors of a Northern district submitted the names of about
thirty persons who had offended against the 1791 Act.
eleven medical practitioners who were duly prosecuted.

These included
These

prosecutions created such an uproar that the Government was forced to
intervene and to inform the Directors of the Hall that the authorities
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had not viewed, what was described "as indiscriminate prosecuting"
with favour.

Subsequently the prosecutions were stopped for a period,

during which time the Government made no effort to either amend the
Act or to attempt enforcing its provisions.

As a consequence, the

Hall again resumed its task of prosecuting offenders but apparently
never again with the wholesale zeal of its earlier efforts.

Division among Apothecaries in Ireland

The Governor and Company of the Apothecaries' Hall formed under
the 1791 Act consisted of apothecaries who practised in or near the
City of Dublin, and early in the 19th century there was considerable
discontent between them and the general body of Apothecaries, who
practised generally in the towns throughout Ireland.

The latter

regarded the Directors of the Hall as monopolists who sought to keep
the privileges of examining and licensing in their own hands and to
exclude the general body of Apothecaries from being elected as
examiners.

They informed the Directors of their intention, to appeal

to Parliament for an amendment of the Act, which would remove the
exclusive prerogatives of the Directors.

The Directors, with Sir

Robert Peel's letter before them, apparently were not perturbed as
they were confident that Parliament wohld not introduce such
legislation.

Nevertheless, they directed an advertisement to be

inserted in "Saunders News Letter", "The Evening Post" and "The
Hibernian Journal" on the 9th of October, 1818, informing the public
that they had resolved to apply to Parliament for an amendment of
the Act of 1791 entitled "An Act for Regulating the Profession of an
Apothecary throughout Ireland".

They also invited all Master

Apothecaries to attend a meeting which was held on October 19th, 1818.
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Apothecaries outside the Hall oppose the members

Seventy-two Master Apothecaries were present.

The resolution

passed at this meeting, requested the Apothecaries who were practising
in Ireland and not members of the Apothecaries' Company, to unite with
the latter in establishing a fund for promoting an Amendment Act.

The main points incorporated in the resolution were:-

(1) That no unqualified person should be employed as an
Apothecary in Hospitals, Dispensaries or Infirmaries.

(2) That an Apprentice to an Apothecary should pay a fee of five
pounds for a certificate and a Master £10.

(3) That no unqualified person should vend simple or compound
medicines.

(4) That the fines for the infringement of the Act should be
£10, recoverable at Petty Sessions instead of the High Court.

The resolution from this meeting was, in fact, never carried out
but bitter jealousies were subsequently evoked between the Apothecaries
of the Apothecaries' Hall and those not members of the Company.

The

general body of Apothecaries (ie. not members of the Hall) continued
to meet separately and pressed the authorities for an amendment of
the 1791 Act which would cripple the monopoly of the Apothecaries'
Hall.

Druggists and the Apothecaries

In addition to the differences among apothecaries, other
difficulties arose due to the activity of druggists, particularly
outside Dublin.

These druggists sold drugs and in some districts,
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even practised as apothecaries.

In 1823, the Apothecaries of

Limerick and Cork formed an association and decided that they would
prosecute certain druggists, who had practised as apothecaries, hy
employing either apothecaries or their assistants to carry on the
business.

They subsequently accepted the advice that such a

prosecution should be carried out by the Governor and Company of the
Apothecaries' Hall.
Drugs and medicines were also sold by grocers and other trades.
To stop this practice, a deputation from the Apothecaries' Hall,
namely:

Donovan, Moore and Shaw, waited on Lord Levison Gower

(Chief Secretary for Ireland) at Westminster, London.

The deputation

was not successful, as even in these days astute Parliamentarians
were not anxious to devise legislation, which seemed to perpetuate
monopoly.
Sale of Poisons
The indiscriminate sale of poisons by various traders through
the country at this period was a danger to the public.

It had been

contemplated that the Apothecaries' Hall should at least have
maintained a register of those who sold poisons and if such
registration was required as a preliminary to sale, it would have
been easy to establish rules which would have effectively excluded
the unqualified vendor.

The neglect to do this was one reason which

eventually, gave rise to the founding of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Ireland in 1875 and the emergence of pharmaceutical chemists,
whose function it was to sell poisons and compound prescriptions.
The Division Extends
The differences between the apothecaries eventually resulted in

82
a division into two sections, one led by Michael Donovan, an
Apothecary of the Hall, who sought reform on the lines of making an
apothecary "a more skilled chemist, analyst and pharmacien" whilst
the other section sought to extend the privileges of the apothecary,
as a general medical practitioner.

Meeting at the "Rotunda11 - 1829

A climax in the struggle between the two sections of the
Apothecaries, was reached on Kovember 1st, 1829, when a meeting was
held in the Rotunda Hospital, Dublin.

This meeting was arranged under

the leadership of Michael Donovan, an outstanding chemist and advocate
for pharmacy in the Apothecaries' Hall.

A significant factor of the

relationship between the sectors is evidenced, by the unusual venue
for the meeting.

This was due to the factor that the Directors of

the Hall had refused the use of their Hall.

There was a violent disruption following this meeting between
Donovan and his colleagues in the Hall and as a consequence he
immediately resigned as Governor and as a Director.

As a result of

the quarrels and division the Hall suffered very much and it is
recorded in the transactions that the Secretary and Treasurer,
Mr Vftn Callaghan, after 26 years' service, could not be paid, due to
diminishing funds.

Proprietary Medicines begin

At the beginning of the 19th century, the preparation and sale
of patent medicines was beginning to emerge and to be used by the
public.

The Apothecaries of the Hall considered that these medicines

were detrimental to their professional practice and consequently
referred to those concerned with their preparation, as "quacks".
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Consequently a resolution was passed by the Apothecaries' Hall
in 1829 as follows:

"That for the better upholding and supporting a

character for professional consistency and respectability that in
future any regularly educated and practising apothecary who shall in
any way or at any henceforward time be connected with "quack
doctors", charlatans, etc., either as co-partner, agent, sub-agent
or vendor of "quack" medicines, nostrums, etc shall be a degraded
member and de facto ineligible for holding any situation of trust or
emolument".

It was also resolved at the same time "that inasmuch as the
apothecary is constitutionally end legally a member of the Medical
Body Politic and in consequences must be considered in the light and
character of a medical man, the attempt to amalgamate the profession
of an apothecary with the business of Merchant, Druggist, Grocer,
Perfumery, Oilmen, etc., notwithstanding the deservedly high
respectability of those different associations, must be considered
quite inconsistent and impolitic end derogatory to the character of
a medical man and dangerous to public health".

These resolutions

reflect the high ideals of the apothecaries, in their attempts to
establish professional roles.

Apothecaries opposed
In addition, to their struggle within, the Apothecaries'
Company continued to be assailed on many sides.

The College of

Surgeons, although it apparently assumed a lofty superiority to
pharmacy;

was nevertheless growing acutely jealous of the

Apothecaries' Hall and Company and circulated a petition against the
Hall which was described as a "biting and bitter document".
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The Royal College of Surgeons in this document, accused the
Apothecaries of having abandoned their proper share of compounding of
prescriptions, for the more profitable calling of medical practitioner,
of having neglected the regular inspection of pharmacies and of
allowing young persons and even women to carry on their pharmacies
whilst they (the Apothecaries) visited their patients.

In the

laboratory of the Apothecaries' Hall, the surgeons accused the
apothecaries of exercising "no more care or skill than any
manufacturing druggist".

The Surgeons' petition could have damaged

the apothecaries, in their aspirations of becoming recognised as a
medical qualifying body.

Its effectiveness, however, was reduced

when it became known that the College of Surgeons had considered the
possibility of erecting a "Court of Pharmacy" for training in
Pharmacy.

No parliamentary action resulted from this petition, hut it
gave rise to a bitter controversy between the two bodies which
lasted for about 15 years.

Charges against tbe_ Apothecariea

Meanwhile, druggists from the North of Ireland, who had been
prosecuted by the Apothecaries' Hall, stirred up their Parliamentary
friends to vigorous action, resulting in the Government asking the
apothecaries to cease from vindicating the law.

In reply, a petition was sent to Mr Thomas Y/allace MP by the
Governor, and Company in the Hall, in which they stated "The humble
Petition of the Governors and Company of Apothecaries' Hall, Dublin,
sheweth:

That Petitioners have heard with regret that certain

statements have been laid on the table of your Honourable House,
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setting forth various misrepresentations, both of our conduct ojnd
motions and even calling in question the justice of the law so far
as we are concerned.

That petitioners pray no other favour than,

that our just conduct may be scrutinised, that our motives shall be
judged by that conduct end that no alteration may be made in the law
without hearing us by our counsel, at the bar of your Honourable
House."

The member of Parliament, Mr Wallace, to v/bom the above
petition was addressed, considered that it v/as too harsh
apparently advised the Governor to modify it.

sjid

To this the Governor

agreed and informed Mr Wallace that the Apothecaries also intended
to follow his advice and send all the Irish members of the House of
Commons a printed copy of the statement which he had been kind enough
to draw up.

The charges against the apothecaries from various sources
apparently perturbed certain members of the House of Commons and the
Lord Lieutenant on April 9th, 1829, asked the Apothecaries' Company
"to consider the convenience or otherwise of refraining from further
prosecution".

In reply, the Apothecaries, stated in their defence

that they had not deviated from the line of conduct which the
interpretation given by the best legal opinion of the 1791 Act of
Parliament directed.

As a result of the situation which had developed, a deputation
of throe Apothecaries - Donovan, Shaw and Madden, was sent to the House
of Commons in London.

They were apparently successful in averting

any drastic Parliamentary action against the Hall.

Subsequently,

Lord Levison-Gower (Chief Secretary for Ireland), requested the
Governor of the Hall to meet him at Dublin Castle.

Records of the
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proceedings at that meeting are not available but on the 8th of May,
1829, a letter from the Apothecaries' Hall was sent to the Chief
Secretary.

"Sir, I am directed by the Governor and Directors of the
Apothecaries' Hall to inform you that in consequence of the
communication made by the gentlemen who had the honour to wait on you
yesterday, they have ordered their Law Agent to suspend all proceedings
against the unqualified persons practising as apothecaries, in
compliance with the wish expressed by Lord Levison-Gower".

"fork within the Laboratory of the Apothecaries' Hall

The Laboratory of the Apothecaries' Hall was established in Mary
Street, Dublin, in 1792-

Records of its early activities were

destroyed by a fire in the Hall and only scanty evidence remains.
Reference has already been made to the hopes and aspirations of some
apothecaries who, prior to 1791, wished to advance the study of
chemistry and pharmacy, rather than practise medicine and had hoped
that the laboratory of the Hall would provide facilities for this
work.

It would seem that these hopes were not realised and research

work on any appreciable scale did not take place at the laboratory.
The financial success of the laboratory in its early days was due to
its success in the preparation of drugs and galenicals.

As stated,

charges were made against the apothecaries, particularly by the
College of Surgeons, about inadequate supervision and inspecting of
the preparation of drugs in the laboratory.

In defence of which it

is recorded in the transactions that in 1820, orders were given to
the effect that every galenical and chemical preparation must be
examined by the Court of Directors before being exposed for sale.
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Public analysts, at the end of the 13th and beginning of the
19th century, were not readily available, and during this period
chemists in the laboratory of the Hall fulfilled that duty.
a celebrated Irishman,

In 1794

the Rt Hon Thomas Connolly of Castletown,

requested an analysis of drinking water from his estate.

The results

were apparently very satisfactory and the gentleman sent a fee of ten
guineas to the Hall.

The Hall, in respect to the services of Mr

Connolly, refused to accept the fee.

Manufacturing was also apparently

carried out on a considerable scale.

For example, in correspondence

to the Commission of Inland Sxcise, it is stated that the
Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland was entitled "to keep a still of
100-gallon capacity for rectifying spirits of wine for preparing
compounds and for scientific purposes.

The Laboratory of the Hall

must have pioneered the use of steam power and from the transactions
it is noted that "on the 20th of November, 1029, it was decided, that
it is expedient that a steam engine be erected without delay for the

(7)

purpose of powdering drugs and other objects".v/

The laboratory did not compound prescriptions for many years
after its incorporation.
established until 1830.

In fact, a compounding department was not
The Royal Dublin Society in 1834> held an

exhibition of the products of Irish Manufacturers and the Chief Chemist
of the Hall sent a number of chemicals prepared in the laboratory.
These attracted much attention.

The laboratory continued to flourish up to 1922, and from
available records substances prepared included - drugs, galenicals,
volumetric solutions, concentrated waters of the Pharmacopoeia,
mineral waters, plaster spreads, concentrated mixtures, folded powders
of formulae mostly in demand, or to any special formulae specified,
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suppositories, pessaries, bougies, mercurial cerates and antiseptics.

Advancements in Education within the Apothecaries * Hall

The Guild of St Luke, from its formation in 1745 up to 1791>
when the Apothecaries Act was passed used apprenticeship, as a
method of training for apothecaries.

There is evidence that before

the 1791 Act, the Guild also instituted, limited examinations.

In

the transactions of the Guild, 1st April 1790> it is recorded that
seven members of the Corporation (of Apothecaries) were appointed
"to examine Masters, Journeymen and Apprentices".

It was after the

establishment of the Apothecaries' Hall, that distinct advancement
was achieved in educational affairs.

Although the Apothecaries Act of 1791 demanded examinations for
apothecaries practising pharmacy, it was recognised at an early date
that there were defects in the Act, in that no compulsory curriculum
for study was provided nor was attendance at lectures required.

This

was in accordance with the practice of that period, when the functions
of professional colleges were essentially to examine.

Although apprenticeship was insisted upon, by the Apothecaries'
Hall, candidates for the examination had to find their own sources
for information or tuition required.

The founders of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin had proposed,
at various stages during its formation, that it should be modelled
on the London Apothecaries' Hall in Blackfriars.

There was one

important difference in the education policy of the Irish Hall.

This

arose from the fact that the 1791 Act enabled the Dublin Hall to
insist on a preliminary examination for those seeking its licence,
which had not been included in the English Apothecaries Act of 1815

*
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The examination for the Certificate of Apprentice, consisted in
translating and parsing the following books:

viz - the works of

Sallust, the first six books of the AEneid of Virgil, the Satires and
Epistles of Horace, the Greek Testament, the Dialogues of Lucian, and
the first four books of Homer's Iliad.
the following subjects were added:

On the first of October, 1840,

viz - The first two books of

Euclid, Lloyd's Algebra, as far as simple equations, and the first
six books of Telemachus, or the History of Charles the Twelfth, in
French.

The examination of a candidate for a Certificate of qualification
to act as an Assistant to an Apothecary, in compounding and dispensing
medicines, included:-

Translating and explaining the processes of the

Pharmacopoeia and extemporaneous prescriptions.

Pharmacy, Botany,

Masteria Medina, and practical Chemistry.

Soon after its formation, the Apothecaries' Hall, although it was
not empowered in the 1791 Act to do so, introduced attendances at
lectures by candidates, before presenting themselves for examination.
During the first half of the 19th century, numerous records of the
progress in education are found in the transactions of the Apothecaries'
Hall.

For example, on the 1st of November, 1827, a bye-law was passed,

which provided that no person should be admitted a candidate for the
licence unless he had attended lectures on Medical Botany and Chemistry,
and on February 25th, 1831, a rule was made for attendance, by
candidates, at lectures in Anatomy, Physiology, Materia Medica, and
the Practice of Medicine.

By 1834, a course of hospital attendance

was introduced by the Hall.

Requirements for recognition

as a teacher or lecturer were

specified, as early as 1333, and certain teachers outside the Hall,
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eg. in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh, who were recognised by the
constituted medical authorities in those places, were also acceptable
to the Hall.

Assurance had to be provided in all cases that a

teacher had the facilities for his subject, eg. a lecturer on Materia
Medica required a collection of specimens, a lecturer on Anatomy and
Physiology required a museum with preparations and the means of
procuring fresh specimens, and for Chemistry, a laboratory and
apparatus, were necessary.

The early examinations of the Apothecaries' Hall were both
verbal and practical and it is recorded on April 2nd, 1823, "that
samples of articles of medicine be enclosed in glass jars, to be laid
on the examiners' table during the examination of Assistant and
Master".

It is also stated that "during the examination of the

Master, particular attention be paid to his knowledge of diseases
and the mode of exhibiting medicines and their proper doses".

Donovan's attempts to urge apothecaries to practise pharmacy
failed to influence the Company of the Apothecaries' Hall, in their
pursuits, to become a fully recognised medical profession.

To this

end, the education policy of the Hall was directed and in 1836, a
number of apothecaries, chiefly members of the Court of Directors of
the Hall, formed a Company for the purpose of establishing a complete
medical school.

For this purpose, they secured the site of the

Theatre Royal, Crow Street, facing Cecilia Street, Dublin, where an
apothecary called Wetherel had two hundred years previously, a
laboratory and "Physick Garden".

This School of Medicine continued

until 1854, when it became the School of Medicine oC the Catholic
University and afterwards the National University of Ireland.
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Licentiates of the Apothecaries1 Hall

The term "Master Apothecary" was used by the Apothecaries' Hall
to denote a qualified member from the date of the Act in 1791 to

1826.

On the 20th of July, 1826, it was resolved "that the appellation
of "Master Apothecary" was degrading to the profession and that the
word "Licentiate" be the terra used in the future."

Qualifications required for a Licentiate of the Apothecaries' Hall

The path chosen by the apothecaries, for their advancement to
medical practitioner, was reflected in the requirements for those who
sought the "Licentiate" certificate of the Hall.

In 1340 every candidate for Licence to Practise as an Apothecary
was required to lay before the Court the following documents:-

1. The Certificate of Apprentice obtained from the Court.

2. His Indenture of Apprentice, enrolled according to Act of
Parliament, with a certificate, signed by the licentiate to whom he
has been indented, signifying that he is a good moral character, and
had fulfilled the period of apprenticeship required by the Act.

3. Certificates, duly signed, that he had diligently attended,
at least, one course of lectares on each of the following subjects,
delivered at the School of the Apothecaries' Hall, or at some other
School of Medicine recognised by the Court

Chemistry, Anatomy and Physiology during six months.
Practical Chemistry and Botany during three months.
Materia Medica, Demonstrations, and Dissections, the Theory and

Practice of Medicine, Surgery, Midwifery, and the Diseases of
Women and Children, six months.
Forensic Medicine, three months.
Also a certificate of six months' attendance on the entire
practice of a Medico-chirurgical Hospital-

The examination for licence to practise as an Apothecary, was
as follows

Translating and explaining the processes of the Pharmacopoeia
and extemporaneous prescriptions.
In Chenistry and general Physics.
In Materia Medica and Therapeutics.
In Anatomy and Physiology.
In Medicine, Midwifery, and Toxicology.

In addition, the Apothecaries' Company passed a bye-law to the
effect that after October 1st, 1841, every candidate for the licence
to practise, will be required to have held twelve months' hospital
attendance and to have assisted in at least thirty cases of midwifery
practice.

As the Apothecaries of Ireland, from 1791 to 1875, enjoyed

the exclusive right to compound physicians' prescriptions, to this
extent the practice of pharmacy was, in fact, vested in men trained
as medical practitioners.

Notable men associated with the Apothecaries' Hall

During its existence from 1791, the Apothecaries' Hall, had a
great number of eminent men from medical and scientific spheres
associated with its activities or holding office.

Because of the

diversity of the role of the apothecaries as medical practitioners
and

as cotapounders of medicines, many of these persons had little
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or no part in the history of pharmacy.

Some, on the other hand,

particularly during the early years of the Hall, had important
influences on the practice of pharmacy in Ireland.

Michael Donovan - Chemist and Apothecary

Michael Donovan was an important figure in the history of the
Apothecaries' Hall and pharmacy in Ireland.

He was regarded as one

of the leading men of science in Dublin during the first half of the
19th century.

As an apothecary he kept a shop in partnership with a

Dr Dobson, first in Townsend Street, moving later to Clare Street,
Dublin.

He was a man of many parts and in addition to practising as

an apothecary, was an outstanding chemist, Professor in Chemistry,
Pharmacy and Materia Medica at the Hall, Director, Examiner (l820),
Superintendent in charge of the Laboratory (1328) and in 1829 was
elected a Governor of the Hall.

f 8)

As a writer, his knowledge and talents, were well-known through
the various scientific publications of the period to which he
regularly contributed.

In 1825 he was associated with the first

production of "The Dublin Philosophical Journal and Scientific
(9)
Review"'
and started a Journal entitled "Annals of Pharmacy and
Materia Medica".

This journal existed for only a short period.

Unfortunately, Donovan was a man with an ungovernable
temperament, which resulted in violent disagreements with his
colleagues.

Donovan's style as a writer was brilliant, but violent

and controversial and even his scientific papers were made the medium
of violent political invective.

At this time, the study of chemistry was advancing over
Europe, and Donovan, realising that this subject was to play an
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evor-ino.reaains part in the development of medicines, urged the
apothecaries to cultivate that science instead of practising medicine.

Donovan's achievements as a pharmacist and chemist were known
outside his own country.
of Arsenic

For example, Donovan's Solution (Solution

and Mercuric Iodides), known to generations of pharmacists,

was but one of his outstanding researches.

His role, in opposing the policy of the Apothecaries' Hall, as
related to pharmacy, and the monopolistic position of the members of
the Hall, to examinations and licensing, has already been noted.
After his resignation as a Governor and Director of the Hall,
following the meeting in the Rotunda Hospital in 1329, Donovan
intensified his actions to arouse the interests of the apothecaries,
as to the state of pharmacy in the country and to enlist their
support, to influence Parliament for amendment of the legislation.
For this purpose Donovan published several letters addressed to the
Apothecaries of Ireland, of which perhaps the most important was a
letter in the form of a pamphlet printed in 1833,^^ in which he
expressed his concern for the present state of the profession of
pharmacy, and outlined its prospects and the renewed attempts of the
Governor and Company of the Apothecaries' Hall to perpetuate their
monopoly.

To assist Donovan, there was a committee consisting of

apothecaries who practised pharmacy, in the Dublin area.

This

committee sent reports to apothecaries through every county in
Ireland, informing them of the "dangers" which surrounded them and
of attempts being made "to further encroachments on the miserable
remains of your profession" which had been attempted "by learned but
selfish institutions".

Efforts to reform the practice of pharmacy continued and on the
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19th of May, 1639, Donovan again wrote to the Apothecaries

"Gentlemen, we have now arrived at the most momentous crisis
which the interests of pharmacy ever experienced.

The question is

not whether our profession shall be extinguished, for it has been
long extinct in Ireland, but it is whether we shall avail ourselves
of the opportunity which offers to resuscitate it or by persisting in
an unwise course, render our cause irretrievable".

(11)

Donovan's Plan for the Reform of Pharmacy

Donovan's plan for the reform of pharmacy was based on the
(l?)

following points;-'

1

(1) All existing Apothecaries would continue to practise as
physicians, surgeons and apothecaries, as at present without
molestation.

(2) After a College of Pharmacy had been established (which
Donovan had strongly advocated), Apothecaries would be licensed by
the College and should be confined to the practice of pharmacy,
unless when they chose to become practitioners, a diploms from the
appropriate authority should be taken out.

The General Practitioner should cease to compound prescriptions
of other practitioners, but confine his compounding to his own
prescriptions.

The so-called dispensing Apothecary should be

permitted to continue his prescribing across the counter.

(3) The College of Pharmacy should solely be entrusted with the
examination of all future candidates for entry to the profession of
pharmacy.
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(4) An easy and inexpensive process should he established for
the conviction of persons who practise as apothecaries or vend
medicines without legal authority.

(5) There should be an exemption for the supply of medicines by
physicians and surgeons under the following conditions:-

(a)

when an emergency arises;

(b)

v/hen no apothecary resides in a town.

Donovan’s plan for the establishment of a profession, involved
solely in the practice of pharmacy, received considerable support
throughout the country.

Meetings were held at various places and as

one commentator writes "Really, it rejoices us to find the
apothecaries awaking from their long continued slumber and beginning
to show a determination to assume their proper rank and place in the
profession of medicine".

One can only assume that the phrase

"profession of medicine" was used not in its liberal sense but within
the context of Donovan’s plan.

Donovan’s plan was given wide approval by a member of
provincial apothecaries through the country.

(13)

A committee of the House of Commons heard evidence by Donovan
and some of his colleagues who supported his case in 1833/34*
Unfortunately, this evidence was destroyed at the time of the
burning of the House of Commons in 1834*
William Higgins (1766-1825)^^

V/hen the laboratory of the Apothecaries' Hall was established
in Mary Street, Dublin, in 1791> a chemist, William Higgins, was
appointed.

He was a native of Sligo and was a distinguished
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graduate of Oxford University.
laboratory was fitted up.

It was under his directions that the

In Oxford, Higgins was an assistant to a

Ur Beddoes, of whom it was said that his lectures on chemistry
attracted the largest classes in the University for five hundred
years.

After a short period of three years, Higgins was appointed as
chemist to the Royal Dublin Society.

He also had, although a

predecessor of Dalton, a claim to a place of honour, in the
development of the atomic theory.

Sir Robert Kane FRS (1809-1890)
manufacturing chemist.

was bom in Dublin, the son of a

He commenced his study, at the early age of

seventeen in the School of Physic and at the Meath Hospital under
two famous Irish physicians of the nineteenth century, Robert Graves
(1796-1853) and William Stokes (1804-1878).

Later he studied

medicine in Paris, where he met Dumas, as a result of which he
revived an earlier interest in chemistry.

His first medical

qualification was Licentiate of the Apothecaries' Hall in 1829.

In 1831, he was appointed, Professor of Chemistry, at the
Apothecaries' Hall and during his relatively short stay attracted
many students to his lectures.

Kane was the first editor of the"Dublin Journal of Medical and
Chemical Science^, and was the author of many works, including "The
Industrial Resources of Ireland".

The Royal Dublin Society

appointed him Professor of Natural Philosophy 1834 and in 1849 be
became the first President, to the then newly founded, Queen's
College, Cork.
(15)
These men were representative of the many authorities' 7 m
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scientific and medical subjects, v/ho v/ere teachers in the school of
the Apothecaries' Hall, during its early days and -who contributed to
the high standards which were achieved.
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CHAPTER

V.

MEDICAL REFORM AH1) 'THE PRACTICE OF PHARMACY

Standardisation of qualifications for the medical profession,
was very much in evidence during the early 19th century throughout
the United Kingdom.

This resulted in the regular appearance of

Reform Bills, before the Westminster Parliament.

In Ireland, the first significance of this was the expressed
need for co-ordination between the medical corporations, namely the
University of IXiblin (conferring degrees in medicine only), the Royal
College of Surgeons (Licenses and Membership) and the King's and
Qpeen's College of Physicians (granting Licenses and Fellowship).

Formation of the Irish Medical Association 1639

One of the first steps, in this process of co-ordination, was
the formation of the Irish Medical Association in 1839*

Because of the somewhat unusual involvement of the apothecaries
in both the practice of medicine and pharmacy, the ultimate
developments in the field of medical qualifications, had important
effects on both the Apothecaries' Hall and the formation of a
pharmaceutical society in Ireland.

After the formation of the Medical Association, a Congress was
held on May 29th, 1839, at which Richard Carmichael was elected
chairman.

According to Fleetwood,^^ 'femongst the galaxy of medical

men in the Dublin School at the beginning of the 19th century, no
star shone more brightly than that of Richard Carmichael (1778-1849)*
As a reformer, philanthropist and teacher, he was outstanding".
advocating a union between medical practitioners in physic and

In

101
surgery he stated:

"Having stated reasons why practitioners in

physic and surgery should he united into one body, I have now the
easy task to show that the interests of the public require that the
II

profession of pharmacy ought to be equally distinct from both .

(o)
'

The proper business of the apothecary and pharmacist, is to prepare
or compound the prescriptions of physicians and surgeons.

For this

purpose, it is necessary that he should be a good chemist and a good
botanist.

He ought to make in his own laboratory all the

preparations employed in medicine, but the generality of apothecaries
on the contrary, resorts to the warehouse of the wholesale druggist
who is himself supplied from wholesale chemist, and thus the same
laboratory which furnish the various trades and manufacturers with
coarse chemicals, made in a rough careless way, also supply the shops
of the apothecaries with those medicaments which they themselves ought
to prepare, with the utmost accuracy.
The adulteration of various medicines thus supplied to apothecary
shops, is therefore a cause of frequent failures in the practice of
physic, of great mischief to the public and a source of such frequent
discussion as to require no proof on my part."
Continuing his address, Carmichael said:

"if the apothecary is

abroad all day, enacting the parts of the physicians and surgeons,
while the senior apprentices are preparing to follow the footsteps of
their masters, by catching hasty glances at dissecting rooms and
hospitals, who is to compound the prescriptions of the physicians
and the surgeons and even of the master apothecary himself".
The controversy about the role of the apothecary and pharmacist
continued throughout the whole country.

Not all agreed with the

opinions expressed by Carmichael and by the Medical Congress of 1839.
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Others pointed out, that hov/ever desirable it may be to separate the
practice of medicine and surgery from pharmacy, yet this would be
totally impracticable except in large communities, such as Belfast,
Dublin, or Cork, inasmuch that no mere apothecary could exist in
country towns, and hence medical practitioners were obliged to include
pharmacy with their practices.

Otherwise, it was also stated the

retail or supply, even of ordinary family drugs would be, as indeed
it was at that time to a great degree, seized upon by grocers and
others equally unfit to be entrusted with such duties, in their
localities.

Sir James Graham's Medical Bill of 1844

Of the Parliamentary Bills proposed for medical reform, Sir James
Graham's Medical Bill of 1844 was perhaps the most comprehensive.

The

main purpose of this Bill was to make state examinations, the only
means of qualification for the medical profession.

This Bill differed

considerably from the previous Medical Reform Bills proposed at
intervals from the beginning of the century, in that it took no
cognisance of pharmacy, and was prepared to leave its practice
unrestricted in every respect.

The members of the Pharmaceutical

Society of Great Britain, which had been formed in 1841, considered
that the vigorous opposition made by them against a previous Bill of
1841* influenced the contents of Sir James Graham's Bill.

Apothecaries and the Bill

The Apothecaries of Ireland were much concerned.

Those who

carried out functions mainly as medical practitioners, which at this
period was the majority, obviously hoped that any legislation would
protect their status, while apothecaries who confined themselves to
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the practice of pharmacy, were equally concerned with the possible
effects of such legislation on their work.

The "pharmaceutical"

apothecaries maintained, that the Apothecaries* Hall and Company were
set up in accordance with the

1791 Act, for the purpose of training

and examining persons to prepare and sell "every medicine of the
purest quality, on the fairest and most honourable terms".

Support for Apothecaries* Claim as Medical Practitioners

On the other side, apothecaries who preferred to practise
medicine, maintained that the purpose of the Act of

1791 was to train

persons to practice the art and mystery of an apothecary, which they
considered was medical practice, that is, attending the sick and
prescribing, as well as supplying medicines for their relief.

Medical Act of 1858

Sir James Graham’s Bill for medical reform failed and the struggle
between the various medical corporations and the Apothecaries in
Ireland, continued until the Medical Act of 1858.

This Act regulated the qualifications of Practitioners in
Medicine and Surgery and from a pharmaceutical aspect, Section

55

stated that "nothing in the Act shall extend or be construed to extend
to prejudice or in any way to affect the lawful occupation, trade or
business of chemists and druggists, or the ri^its, privileges, or
employment of duly licensed apothecaries in Ireland in so far as the
same extend to selling, compounding or dispensing medicines".

Apothecaries recognised as Medical Practitioners

As far as pharmaceutical affairs were concerned, another

104

important aspect of this Act, was the recognition of the licentiate of
the Apothecaries' Hall of Ifciblin, as a qualification to practise as a
medical practitioner.
State of Pharmacy in Ireland after the Medical Act of 1858
The legal recognition of the licentiates of the Apothecaries' Hall
of Dublin, as medical practitioners, created a difficult situation for
the practice of pharmacy in Ireland.

In subsequent years, more and

more apothecaries elected to practise only medicine.

At the same

time, because of the monopoly which they retained under the 1791 Act
regarding pharmacy and the dispensing of prescriptions, the development,
in both training and education, of the chemists and druggists, was
inhibited.

Consequently, they (the Chemists and Druggists), unlike

their counterpart in England, who had succeeded in 1841 in establishing
the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, were still without
effective means to advance their position.
The Irish Apothecary, after the Medical Act of 1858, remained under
the 1791 Apothecaries' Act, the only legally recognised practitioner in
pharmacy, with the exclusive right to dispense physicians' prescriptions
until the formation of the Pharmaceutical Society in 1875*

In these

unusual circumstances, pharmaceutical affairs, were greatly neglected.
This became a matter of concern, particularly by the apothecaries who
had devoted their time to the practice of pharmacy.

Their reactions

can be ascertained from the numerous reports published at that time in
the pharmaceutical press.

An example, is a letter written by John

Grattan, who described himself as a very old licentiate of the
Apothecaries' Hall and interested in the progress of Irish Pharmacy.
This letter was addressed to the Governors and Company of the
Apothecaries' Hall of Ireland, dated 17th September, 1859, was as follows:-
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"It is now some 30 years or more since you commenced your career
of innovation and since I and other members of your body denounced in
the public press your aggressive and suicidal policy - but in vain.
Unhappily you have succeeded but too well in destroying and disembodying
the vital structure with the care of which you were entrusted and from
its "membra idi eject a" have constructed "a Medical Frankenstein", a
sort of "Pharmaceutical Hermaphrodite", spurned and despised alike by
those upon whom it would impotently obtrude itself and those to whom it
should be right have been allied.

It is now alas, too late to correct

an evil, the growth of 30 years, and hopeless to do more than utter an
indignant protest against the presumptuous imbecility which has abused
and misemployed such noble opportunities.

In your ambition to compete

with the Apothecaries' Company of England you seem altogether to have
overlooked the important distinction between the two corporations the English Company having been most stringently prohibited from
interfering in any manner with the administration of Pharmacy which was
thus left utterly at the mercy of the ignorant and incompetent, whilst
the entire government and control of Pharmacy in Ireland was placed in
your hands, no person being legally entitled to open a shop for
retailing or dispensing medicine without your licence and your powers
for dictating a proper system of education, being all but unlimited.

Had you been satisfied with your legitimate vocation and applied
your energies and power to the development and advancement of Pharmacy
you might well now have established a School of Pharmacy, which would
have been an honour to this country and an example to the less favoured
section of the Etapire.^
17th September,

1859*"

John Grattan, Dispensing Apothecary, Belfast,
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Dispersing and Supply of Medicines during the period 1858-1875

During this period, facilities for the dispensing of physicians’
prescriptions, greatly decreased, particularly in the west and other
rural parts of the country.

Apothecaries, generally operated in the

towns, and hecame more and more concerned in the practice of medicine.
The chemists and druggists, as yet without any official qualifications
or recognition, were not, because of the 1791 Apothecaries’ Act,
legally entitled to dispense prescriptions.

There is evidence, to

indicate that they carried out dispensing, in rural areas, often
encouraged by local physicians, because of the lack of other facilities.
This was, of course, illegal.
practice of pharmacy.

Physicians were also involved in the

In some cases perhaps they were forced to be

involved because of the circumstances.

(4)
An interesting survey' ' of

the comparative numbers of Physicians, Surgeons, Apothecaries and
Druggists, and their connection with pharmacy in Belfast in 1858
provided the following figures:

Belfast, at this time, had a population of approximately 125,000.
(l) Legally qualified Physicians or Surgeons
unconnected with Pharmacy.

47

(2) Legally qualified Physicians or Surgeons who kept
Apothecaries* Shops without holding the Dublin
Apothecaries’ Hall Licence.

19

(3) Legally qualified Physicians or Surgeons who kept
Apothecaries' Shops and held the Hall's Licence.

7

(4) General practitioners who kept shops and practised
medicine upon the Hall's qualification only.

2

10?

(5) Licentiates of the Hall who held the Hall's licence
but did not practice medicine (so called Dispensing
Apothecaries).

3

(6) Druggists, Drug Sellers, etc who did not hold any
qualifications and who sold medicines but did not
dispense prescriptions.

10
Total:

88

Similar situations existed, in the larger towns throughout the
country.
The facilities for dispensing continued to deteriorate,
particularly in rural areas throughout this period end prior to 1875>
had reached a situation of near crisis for the public.

In some cases,

it was necessary to travel considerable distances to the larger towns,
to have physicians' prescriptions dispensed by persons, qualified and
legally entitled to do so.
By 1870, the situation was such, that the chemists and druggists
were compelled to take action, to provide services which were slowly
disappearing from the community.
Other Sources of Medical Aid and^ Medicines during., the early 19th
Century
IXiring the early part of the 19th century the population of
Ireland increased and at the beginning of the famine period (1845)
had reached approximately 8,300,000.

This represented an increase of

over one-and-a-half-million within a quarter of a century-

Economic

conditions of this period produced appalling housing conditions and a
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lower vitality, resulting in more and more incidence of disease among
the population.

This reached epidemic dimensions during the years

1845-47, as a result of the famine, caused by the failure of the
potato crop.

In addition to the sources, already discussed, other sources for
medical aid and medicines did exist.

These provided for the needs of

specified classes of the population.

Medicines supplied in Public Infirmaries and Hospitals

()

5 which enabled
In 1765> the Irish Parliament passed an Actv>v
funds to be available for building public infirmaries or hospitals in
the counties of Armagh, Cavan, Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry, Monaghan,
Tyrone, Carlow, Kilkenny, King's County, Longford, Louth, Leitrim,
Queen's County, Westmeath, ’Wexford, Wicklow, Clare, Kerry, Limerick,
Galway, Roscommon and Sligo.

In addition to making provisions for the payment, from public
money, of surgeons or physicians, funds were also made available for
the purchase of medicines.

At every summer assizes, the grand jury of

each county, was to provide a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds,
for the purposes of "providing food, medicines and other necessaries
for the patients, for repairing the respective buildings and
furniture in them and in paying the rents of the infirmaries or
hospitals...

No provision was included in this Act for the employment

of dispensers of medicines, this work being apparently carried out by
the surgeon or the physician, both of whom had training in pharmacy
in their curriculum, at this period.
In 1814, this situation changed, as a result of an Act^^ which
empowered the governors of any infirmary or hospital in Ireland "to
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procure the medicines from the Apothecaries* Hall in Dublin or from any
wholesale dealer in medicines" and "to appropriate and pay to any
apothecary who shall have duly served an apprenticeship to the art
and mystery of an apothecary a sum by the year not exceeding thirty
pounds as a salary for the compounding, making up, preparing and
administering medicines to

and for the use of patients of such

infirmary or hospital, provided that it shall appear to the satisfaction
of such governors that such apothecary hath diligently and faithfully
executed the duties of his office".

This marked the beginning of the employment of dispensers in
institutions such as hospitals, infirmaries and dispensaries and could
be regarded as the first steps in a hospital pharmaceutical service
which developed throughout the country, particularly in Northern
Ireland since the introduction of a Health Service under the Health and
Social Services Act (l943)*

Dispensers of medicines in such institutions in the 19th century
were usually appointed in the larger establishments.

They were generally

Apothecaries, but did not in all cases hold the diploma of the
apothecaries* Hall, and as has been noted in the Act of 1814> required
only to have served an apprenticeship to an apothecary.

Dispensers who

held the diploma of the Hall, in some cases also prescribed for the
patients in the infirmary or hospital.

Medicines supplied under the Poor Laws

Infirmaries and hospitals built after 1765 provided sources for
both medical attendance and medicines, but it was not until 1838, when
the Poor Relief Act

(?)

was passed, that a comprehensive system of relief

and help existed for the poor and the sick.
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The administration of the 1838 Act was the responsibility of a
body known as the English Poor Law Commissioners who appointed Boards
of Guardians, as their local agents.
known as a Poor Law Union.

Each Board served a district

In 1847> the English Commissioners were

replaced by Irish Poor Law Commissioners, appointed for tills purpose.
The primary duty of the Board of Guardians was to maintain poor
persons "unable by their own industry or other lawful means" to
provide for themselves.

Thus workhouses were built in the various

unions from 1838 onwards.

These were built to a standard, uniform

plan, usually constructed of stone, and designed to be austere, to
discourage their use by persons, except those who were absolutely
destitute.

The workhouses were not in the early stages described as

hospitals, but as time passed, such services developed within them.
These buildings remained in action for approximately one hundred years,
when many of them were reconstructed and are still in use as district
hospitals.

Within the workhouses, in addition to medical attention, medicines
were also supplied to the inmates.

The dispensing of such medicines

was carried out by various people, such as surgeons, physicians or
apothecaries, and in the case of the surgeons and physicians, these
persons often held, in addition to their medical qualifications, the
licence of the Apothecaries* Hall.

The Dispensary System

The Poor Law Act of 1838 established what has been described as

( 8)

"a tightly organised administration for the relief of the poor"'' '

which became responsible for the development of a number of the early
health services in Ireland.

One such service was a Dispensing Service.
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This service was developing throughout the country prior to 1033, but
was consolidated in 1851 when an Act commonly known as the Medical
Charities Act (the Poor Relief (Ireland) Act) was passed.

Many of the

buildings, constructed specifically as dispensaries, still exist,
although presently used for other purposes.

These dispensaries were controlled by local committees, and each
had a medical officer, known as the "dispensing doctor" who provided
medical attention and medicines for specific persons.

The qualification

for such services was virtually poverty, and such persons held notorious
"red card" as means of their identification for dispensary services.
Unfortunately, Ireland had at this time, a considerable portion of
eligible persons in the population.

The distribution of the

dispensaries varies in different districts, for example:-

In County Meath, 1 Dispensary served

6,545 people

"

Dublin, 1

"

6,286

"

"

Kildare, 1

"

7,228

"

"

Longford, 1

"

22,511

"

"

Leitrim, 1

"

20,218

"

"

Sligo, 1

"

19,176

"

Assuming the population to be 8,500,000, the national average
was 1 dispensary for 13,520 persons.

In a particular year, in County Down, Kilkeel Dispensary provided
relief to 4$ of the population while at Seaforde; 35p> attended.

Cost

of the medicines supplied varied considerably from place to place.
At Kilkeel, the cost amounted to 2s.5d. per patient attended per veto:,
whilst in County Meath similar costs amounted to Od. per person.
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The dispensaries continued to function, as did the workhouses for
over one hundred years and from the numerous reports about them by the
Poor Law Commissioners, the dispensing was often carried out in a
haphazard way by the medical officers.
towns, dispensers were appointed.

In some cases, in the larger

These were persons usually with

similar experience or qualifications, to those already described in
workhouses.

At the beginning of the 20th century, the qualifications

for such posts were more specifically defined.

Prom reports issued regularly by the dispensary doctors, the
quality and quantity of medicines varied in different dispensaries.
In a particular case a report indicated that "the supply of drugs kept
at the Dispensary was scanty and the arrangements for preserving and
dispensing, wretched in the extreme".

(9)

Additional supply of Medicines to the Poor
Arising from the provisions of an Act of 1767,^^3 grant of
£7,000 was made to a Dublin Society "for the encouragement of such
trades and manufacturers as should be directed by Parliament" and from
this the Society was empowered to appropriate a sum not exceeding £250
towards erecting and establishing a "Pharmacopoeia Pauparism for
dispensing medicines to the poor of the city of Dublin according to
the plans of John Wade, Chemist".

(ll)

Consequently a "Chemical Elaboratory and Dispensary for the Poor"
was established in Capel Street, Dublin, for supplying the apothecaries
with pure, unadultered medicines and for relieving the poor on cheap
and easy terras".

Wade's work for the poor on this project was outstanding and as
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quoted "he devoted his whole attention and industry to chemistry so
that the institution might be rendered as beneficial as possible on the
surest principles".

The establishment of this institution was the first of its kind
in Ireland.
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SALS OF POISONOUS SUBSTANCES IN IRELAND

A precise definition of a poison or any classification of such,
as is now accepted, was not established in Ireland until the mid-19th
Century.

In popular language, a poison had been considered to denote

any substance which, when administered in a sufficient quantity, had
the property of destroying life.

Up to the same period, the sale and

control of such substances had not been considered as specifically a
part of the practice of pharmacy.

Poisons had been sold for generations by traders of various types,
such as grocers, general stores and also by apothecaries and druggists.
Substances such as arsenic and copper sulphate were used extensively
in agriculture, whilst substances such as laudanum and calomel were
freely sold to the public.

Because of the accidents and casualties which occurred from time
to time, the sale of poisonous substances had been the subject of
complaints by physicians, apothecaries, magistrates and members of the
public.

Among the many plans which had been considered for preventing

such calamities, which had too frequently occurred, it had been
asserted that the sale of poisons to the public ought to be altogether
prohibited and that such substances should be exclusively in the hands
of medical practitioners.

In reply to this, the apothecaries, since their inception as a
Guild, proclaimed that the state of affairs relating to deaths and
accidents associated with poisonous substances arose from the facility
with which almost every kind of poison could be obtained, and the
absence of any law to regulate the education of those who sold poisons.
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Controls proposed under the 176j Act

As has already been noted, attempts were made to control the
method of storage, handling and sale of arsenic or preparations
containing arsenic, in the Act for preventing Frauds and Abuses in the
vending, preparing and administering Drugs and Medicines, M6'\.

1

This Act applied only to Dublin and within 10 miles of the city.

Under the Irish Apothecaries' Act, 1791» similar restrictions
were imposed on the whole country:- "No Apothecary within the Kingdom
of Ireland, shall compound, sell or keep any Arsenic, Oils, Colours
for Painters' use in the shop or rooms wherein he compounds medicines
under a penalty of five pounds".

New Measures introduced for the Storage of Medicines for internal and
external use

An important advancement in the control and safety of medicine
was introduced, as already noted, in a supplement to the Dublin
Pharmacopoeia, 1850, issued in 1856 by the King's and Queen's College
of Physicians in Ireland, when containers for specific medicines were
ordered, as follows:-

1. That angular bottles or vessels and none others, be employed
in the dispensing of all medicines intended for external use.

2. That round bottles or vessels and none others, be employed in
the dispensing of all medicines intended for internal use.

3. That all the articles of the Materia Medica and Preparations
included in the list appended, be kept in shops and warehouses in
angular bottles or vessels and also that the same shaped bottles and
vessels be employed in the case of such medicines and such preparations
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being sold or delivered.

4. That all the articles of the Medica Materia and Preparations
not included in the list appended, be kept in shops or warehouses in
round bottles and also that the same form of bottle or vessel be
employed in the case of those being sold or delivered.

5. That a similar rule be observed with reference to other
medicines which, though not in the list of the 1850 Pharmacopoeia
supplement, are kept by apothecaries or druggists, and possess
dangerous qualities.

These should invariably be kept or sold or

delivered in angular bottles or vessels.

The Arsenic Act 1851

The first comprehensive measure to control the sale of arsenic
was introduced to the United Kingdom by the Arsenic Act of 1851.

(2)

This established a Register in which was recorded the purchaser's name
and address, with a signature, condition or occupation of the purchaser,
quantity of the specific arsenical preparation sold and the purpose for
which the substance was required.

Arsenical prex)arations were only to

be sold to persons known by the seller or to a person, in the presence
of a witness known to the person selling the arsenic.

In certain

cases, before the sale, the arsenic preparation was to be mixed with
soot or indigo.

The provisions of the Act did not apply to the sale

of arsenical preparations made up or compounded according to a
prescription of a qualified medical practitioner.

The sale of arsenic

preparations by wholesale to retail dealers upon orders in writing, in
the ordinary course of wholesale dealing, were also excluded from the
provisions of the Act.

The Act did not specify any qualifications or

titles necessary for the seller of arsenical preparations.
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In 1857, a Sale of Poisons Bill was introduced in the
Westminster Parliament.

This Bill, which was defeated in the House,

was not, in fact, supported by the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Britain, because it included a provision to supersede the Society by
the appointment of a new Board of Examiners, which was to examine
candidates for the distinction of "Licensed Druggists".

Inspectors’ Heport

7/hen the Bill was introduced, it was referred to a Select Committee
of the House of Lords^^ to which John Moore Helegan MD, Fellow of the
Irish College of Physicians and an inspector of apothecaries' and
druggists' shops under an Irish Act of Parliament (l76l)^^ gave
evidence.

Dr Nelegan's evidence is of interest, in that he confirms the
reports which appeared regularly in the press and other professional
journals of the period, indicating that little, if any, control was
exercised over the sale of poisonous substances, particularly arsenic,
in Ireland.

He stated:-

"The 1761 Act applied only to Dublin and for ten miles around it,
but a provision in the Act gave the chief magistrate of each county
town in Ireland, the power to call two or more physicians to his
assistance, to inspect the shops in the country town.

The latter was

never, in fact, carried into effect because, although the power was
given by the Act, there was no provision for paying the inspectors.
This meant that the law was a dead letter "beyond ten miles of Dublin.

In response to a statement from the committee that there had been
restrictions on the sale of arsenic for many years in Ireland, the
witness replied:-
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"These have been by the Act of Parliament under which we inspect,
i.e. 1761 Act, the Apothecaries’ Act and the Act of Victoria, the Sale
of Poisons Act (Arsenic Act, 1851) of this country which also applies
to Ireland.

But in no instance have I found that it has been carried

into effect and although the latter Act was in operation in the year
1851, last year, when for the first time we inspected the druggists’
shops on the part of the College of Physicians, we found that, in not
a single instance, was arsenic kept apart from other drugs or medicines,
nor was it ever kept or ever sold mixed, nor did the druggists ever
hear of the Act.

They had kept no register:

some one or two said

’Yes, we have a record, for our own satisfaction’, there was no
register.

I may mention that in the inspection of the shops we have

four censors of the College of Physicians and with us, are associated
two apothecaries.

We divide the town between us, into the north and

south sides, and one year we take the north side and another year the
south side.

Last year, for the first time, the inspection of druggists

shops took place.

I have made a short abstract of our report in which

there are some curious facts with regard to the sale of poisons.
Possibly I may mention to your Lordships one or two singular examples.

In one shop which we inspected, the arsenic was kept in an open
crock in the shop on the same shelf with many harmless drugs;
not coloured.

The druggist stated that it is rarely sold.

it was

Strychnia,

corrosive sublimate and oxalic acid are also kept in the shop with no
restriction;
14-lbs a week.

they are sold readily to all comers, of the latter about
In the very next shop we examined, the druggist said

that he sells strychnia in large quantity.

He lately sold six drachms

at one time to the agent of a large landed proprietor in the county of
Kerry.

All other poisons are freely sold.

In another shop, near the

shipping in Dublin, the druggist answered to me that arsenic was sold
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in immense quantity, always uncoloured.
in the shop.

It was kept in an open vessel

The chief consumption was amongst ship captains for

coating the bottom of their ships.
were sold most freely.
the front shop;

Oxalic acid and sublimate and opium

In another shop arsenic is kept in bottles in

it is sold only to those whom the druggist knows;

is sold uncoloured but he keeps a private register.
to anybody and in any quantity.

it

Laudanum is sold

In one house the druggist told me

that he sold on market days 2-cwt of arsenic to farmers and in the
country towns in Ireland, arsenic and laudanum are sold with the
greatest freedom by grocers and by dealers of every sort."

Continuing, the witness related to the committee, the very
lamentable case of the poisoning of the Rev Dr Alexander (son of the
late Bishop of Meath).

Dr Nelegan had been brought down to see the

gentleman because he had been unwell and his daughter was sent to a
country town in the King's County, near Tullamore, for some arrowroot.
"I saw the shop myself, a very small shop, in which rice, starch,
sublimate and arsenic were all kept in papers in drawers in the shop.
The servant boy asked for a pound weight of arrowroot and the lad in
the shop in weighing it out found that he had not quite sufficient to
turn the scale and he opened the drawer and took out another brown
paper parcel and filled into the arrowroot sufficient to make up the
pound weight.

It was brought home to the house of Dr Alexander, and

his daughter, a young lady about 15 years of age, went herself and made
the arrowroot carefully, her mother at the time being absent.
had been cooked, it was brought upstairs to Dr Alexander;
and told them that it had a nasty taste.

Y/hen it

he tasted it

The daughter, anxious to get

her father to take the arrowroot, which the physician had ordered for
him, took some and said: 'No father, it has not a nasty taste'.

The

man servant took three spoonfuls of it and Dr Alexander himself took
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five spoonfuls afterwards.

They were all immediately seized with

sickness and burning pain and the young lady with great presence of
mind got some mustard, took it herself, and gave it to her father and
to the servant.

They vomited and she and the servant recovered after

three days' illness.

I was brought down specially as a physician from

Dublin to see the Rev Dr Alexander, in consultation with the country
medical men, and I found him dying from the effects of arsenical
poisoning.

He died the next day after my seeing him, poisoned by

arsenic."
The Poisons (Ireland) Act 1670^^

'

The first comprehensive legislation relating to the sale of poisons
was introduced to Ireland as the Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870.

This legislation was, in fact, part of a similar act which had
been passed in Great Britain, and it is necessary to note the
circumstances which promoted the English act, before considering its
significance in Irish pharmacy.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain formed in 1841
received the Royal Charter of Incorporation in 1843*

This was, in fact,

confirmed by an enactment in 1852 - "An Act for regulating the
Qualifications of Pharmaceutical Chemists".

This Act also made provisions for the registration of Chemists
and Druggists and restricted the use of titles such as "Pharmaceutical
Chemist and Pharmaceutist".

Whilst registration with the Pharmaceutical

Society was essential, membership was entirely voluntary.

Differences in the practice of pharmacy in Great Britain and Ireland

In 1868, an Act was passed in Great Britain which regulated the
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sale of poisons and altered and amended the Pharmacy Act of 1852.
Included in the provisions of this Act, was the important ruling that
only pharmaceutical chemists or chemists and druggists, as defined,
were entitled, after registration v/ith the Society, "to sell or keep
open shop for retailing, dispensing or compounding poisons".
Substances to be deemed as poisons were also specified in the Act,
and these were generally referred to as "scheduled poisons".

Yftien this Act was being considered in Parliament, it was
suggested that it should also apply to Ireland.

This was rejected by the House of Commons, because of the
difference which existed between Great Britain and Ireland, in the
practice of pharmacy.

This difference related to the fact that

anyone at that time in England or Scotland could keep "open shop"
for the practice of pharmacy, however unqualified, whilst in Ireland
for nearly a century every person who practised pharmacy had been
compelled to attend a prolonged course of study and undergo a strict
examination prior to his doing so.

The Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870 was, in fact, part of the 1868
Pharmacy Act in Great Britain, in that the scheduled poisons were to
be poisons within the meaning of the Irish Act, and similar
regulations were to be observed in the sale of poisons.

The Poisons

Schedule in the 1870 Act was divided into Part I and Part II and in
accordance with the Act, it was unlawful to sell any such poisons,
either by wholesale or retail, unless the container of such was
distinctly labelled, v/ith the name of the substance, the word "Poison"
and v/ith the name and address of the seller.

In addition, substances included in Part I of the Poisons
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Schedule could only be sold to persons known to the seller or to a
person introduced by a person known to the seller.

By this Act a

"Poisons Register" was also required for the sale of substances
included in Part I.

This register maintained a record of the date of

the sale, name of purchaser, name and quantity of Poison sold, purpose
for which the substance was required, the signature of the Purchaser,
and, when necessary, the signature of the person introducing the
Purchaser.

The King’s and Queen’s College of Physicians of Ireland was
empowered by the Act, to add from time to time any substance to the
Poisons Schedule.

Certain exemptions were permitted for the export

of poisons from Ireland and also for wholesale dealing.

Exemption also

applied to any article which formed the ingredient of any medicine
dispensed by a duly qualified apothecary, provided that such a
medicine was labelled with the name and address of the seller and
that a record was maintained of the ingredients and the name of the
person to whom it was sold.

The Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870 made no provision as to the
qualification of persons who may sell scheduled Poisons and in the
situation which prevailed in Ireland, was predestined to be an
ineffective measure.
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Reference has heen made to the existence of a Pharmaceutical
Societjr in Ireland in 1783-

The formation of this Society is recorded

in a memorial to the Pasters, Vardans and Prethern of the Guild of St
Luke on the 2nd of October of that year, as follows:-

"The Apothecaries of the City of Dublin, reflecting with the most
sensible concern on the unbecoming division, so long subsisting among
them and, seeing bow foreign in their duty as men, as well as injury,
its continuance has been and must be to the profession, are with one
voice warmly solicitous that the purist harmony and friendly
intercourse should in future characterise their unity and conduct.

To

attain which they have formed themselves into a society to be called
the Pharmaceutic Society composed of all the Apothecaries and Druggists
in Dublin."^

This memorial was sponsored by a section of the apothecaries
within the Guild who had practised pharmacy and who wished to have an
association through which their objectives could be attained and
developed.

After the 1791 Apothecaries' Act had bean passed, and an
Apothecaries' Hall established, these apothecaries, as previously
stated, had hoped that by this means facilities would be provided for
the advancement of pharmacy.

Consequently the development of the

proposed Pharmaceutical Society was not continued and instead, they
joined in the new venture, with the Apothecaries Company.

In subsequent years, they were disappointed when the activities
within the laboratory of the Apothecaries' Hall had not been as
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anticipated.

In addition they disapproved of the drift in both

practice and education of apothecaries towards the practice of
medicine, which had been influenced by the Apothecaries' Company.

Dublin Pharmaceutic Society

A public notice appeared in 1814, under the heading "Dublin
Pharmaceutic Society, as follows:

"For the purpose of (in every instance) improving the profession
of the apothecary in chemistry and pharmacy and of guarding its
interest and liberties as established by Royal Charter, a Society
has been formed of actual practising apothecaries, as follows

N Adams, W S Amlsole, Peter Atkinson, E Brien, R Clifford,
7/ Dyas, T H Graves, W Halliday, John Kennedy, Robt King, John Lloyd,
R D Meredith, J Thomas, Win Tfett."

This body had no apparent connection with the original Society
referred to in 1783, and no other records of its activities have
been found.

Donovan's attempts to reform and advance the practice of pharmacy
in 1839, have already been noted (page 95 )•

He was not successful

and as a result, the Apothecaries' Company, for many decades,
maintained their monopoly as dispensers of medicines, under the 1791
Act.

Its members, however, did not fulfil this duty but continued to

neglect pharmacy for the practice of medicine.

A pamphlet published immediately after the 1858 Medical Act, by
the Apothecaries' Hall, proclaimed that its vocation was that of an
educational establishment for the issue of "certificates to practise".
From the low place which they had given to pharmacy in their
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curriculum, it appeared that the Apothecaries of the Hall, considered
its study, in their eyes of less than secondary importance.
Nevertheless, the licentiates of the Apothecaries' Hall were in a
privileged position, being recognised, after 1858 by legislation, as
medical practitioners and with the power to act as dispensers of the
prescriptions of other physicians.

It is not surprising to find that

during this period, many practitioners of both the College of Physicians
and the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland sought and obtained the
diploma, as licentiates of the Hall.

At the same time, the

Apothecaries' Company, even after the 1858 Act, had to contend with
opposition from other medical corporations to their attempts to advance
their activities and education in the medical field.

In addition, the

College of Physicians vigorously opposed the situation where the
apothecaries continued, in their opinion "to usurp the role of
medical practitioners and yet continue to hold the monopoly as
compounders under the 1791 Act".

One typical example of such action is found in records of 1864»
when members of the College of Physicians, the University of Dublin
and Queen's University attempted to oppose a claim by the Apothecaries'
Company to hold appointments under the Poor Laws as practitioners in
workhouses in Ireland.

An order of the Poor Law Commissioners of

November 26th, 1864, declared "that in future, Licentiates of the
Apothecaries' Hall should be considered equivalent to a full
qualification in medicine for Poor Law appointments".

A deputation

from the above-mentioned medical authorities met the Lord Lieutenant
of Ireland, and endeavoured to show that the constitution of the
Apothecaries' Company did not convey the power to grant licences in
medicine.

The deputation failed to convince the Lord Lieutenant, and the
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Apothecaries of Ireland continued to enjoy the privileges of
practitioners of medicine, thus confirmed by the Irish Government's
action under the Poor Laws.

A Pharmacy Bill for Ireland

By 1870, the Chemists and Druggists in Ireland had become more
active in pharmaceutical politics.

In this, they were influenced to

some extent by the progress in Great Britain where the Chemists and
Druggists had succeeded, in being incorporated in a Pharmaceutical
Society (1841) and established themselves subsequently in the role of
dispensers.

A Society of Chemists and Druggists

Consequently in 1870 a society of Chemists and Druggists was
formed in Dublin to foster their aims which were "to raise the
conditions of the trade and to obtain for chemists and druggists in
Ireland, a status similar to that secured by the Pharmacy Act of 1868
for Great Britain".This society was also opposed to the monopoly
of the Apothecaries' Company as related to its powers in
pharmaceutical affairs under the 1791 Act.

The Apothecaries' Company, with the added pressure from the
chemists and druggists, and with the knowledge of the state of the
practice of pharmacy, in some parts of the country, were compelled to
take some action.

Their answer was a Pharmacy Bill, for Ireland,

which they produced and published in 1870.

This Bill proposed "to

regulate the Practice of Pharmacy in Ireland, to institute a
Pharmaceutical Society and to alter and amend the Act passed by the
Parliament of Ireland in the thirty-first year of the reign of His
Majesty George the Third, entitled "An Act for the more effectually
preserving the health of His Majesty's subjects, for erecting an
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Apothecaries1 Hall in the City of Dublin and regulating the profession
of an Apothecary throughout the kingdom of Ireland."

Briefly, the proposals in the Bill, were:-

(1) To examine and register pharmaceutical chemists, who would be
entitled, with duly qualified apothecaries to keep open shop for
retailing, dispensing or compounding medical prescriptions in Ireland.
For this purpose, it was anticipated that an examination, of a different
standard to the Apothecaries' diploma, would be introduced.

(2) Examiners proposed for this purpose consisted of the Governor
or Deputy Governor with six members of the Court of the Apothecaries'
Hall, together with six other examiners selected by members of the
proposed Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.

(3) Both duly qualified apothecaries and duly licensed and
registered pharmaceutical chemists under the proposed Act, were
entitled on payment of prescribed fees to be members of the
Pharmaceutical Society.

(4) All members in due course were to elect and appoint annually
a President, Vice-President and Council for the Society.

The

appointment of a secretary for the Society v/as also proposed.

Bill Criticised

The Bill was not regarded with favour by the druggists of Ireland,
because it took no recognition of even their existence.

They were

also resolved that they would not agree to legislation which would
place them under the control of the Apothecaries' Hall of Ireland.
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In Great Britain, criticism of a separate Pharmaceutical Society
of Ireland was expressed and an opinion stated that the law concerning
pharmacy should be assimilated in the three kingdoms.

The Bill

remained in abeyance for over two years.

In 1873, a meeting of the Society of Chemists and Druggists was
held in Dublin, which was attended by all the principal Druggists.
At that meeting it was proposed that an endeavour should be made to
arrange terms with the Apothecaries' Company, with a view to
establishing a system of examination for those wishing to compound
physicians' prescriptions, similar to that of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain.

Society of Chemists and Druggists requested to draft a Bill

At a subsequent meeting between the Society of Chemists and
Druggists and the Apothecaries (14th March 1873), after a discussion
on the draft Bill drawn up by the latter in 1870, it was decided that
the Society of Chemists and Druggists should draft a Bill and submit
it for the approval to the Apothecaries' Company before it was
introduced into Parliament.

Debate between the two bodies continued

and eventually on January 15th, 1874) the Apothecaries' Company
joined with the Chemists and Druggists Association of Ireland to meet
the Chief Secretary for Ireland - "for the purpose of impressing on
His Lordship the desirability of the Government passing a Pharmacy
Bill for Ireland similar in its provision to that now in force in
England.

At that meeting Dr Leet, Secretary of the Apothecaries' Hall,
on behalf of the deputation, suggested that the profession of pharmacy
in Ireland could be regulated by the introduction of the second half
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of the 1068 Pharmacy Act (Great Britain) to Ireland, the other part of
the Act having already been introduced as the Poisons (Ireland) Act of
1870.

Opposition from Apothecaries in the Northern Province

In the northern province of Ireland, at that time, there were a
number of licentiate Apothecaries, who practised pharmacy and were
opposed to the proposals made by the Apothecaries' Company and the
Society of Chemists and Druggists.

They, in fact, formed yet another

association, namely an Association of Licentiate Apothecaries of
Ireland.

At a meeting of this body, held in Belfast on the 23rd of

January, 1874> it was resolved that "the meeting expresses the regret
and indignation with which it has heard of the changes proposed to be
effected by the Pharmacy Bill, about to be introduced by the
Apothecaries' Hall of Ireland and in the interests of the public,
earnestly deprecates and seriously resists any change by which the
standard of pharmaceutical practice would be lowered in this country".^

Standard of Pharmaceutical Education must not be impaired

Subsequently, on the 20th of February, 1874> a deputation
described as influential, and representing the apothecaries of Dublin
and Belfast, met the Governor and Directors of the Apothecaries' Hall
of Ireland regarding the proposed Pharmacy Bill.

This deputation

expressed at some length their strong objection to any measure by
v/hich the present standard of pharmaceutical knowledge should be
lowered and urged the Apothecaries' Hall to take steps to advance the
practice of pharmacy.

In reply*, the representatives of the

Apothecaries' Hall, stated that they had no intentions of lowering
the standard of knowledge required for compounding medicines, except
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as it related to medical and surgical subjects.

They also reminded the

deputation that licentiates of the Apothecaries’ Hall were by Act of
Parliament, registered medical practitioners and that changes such as
suggested by the deputation, that the Hall should do away with medical
and surgical classes and examiraitions and become a strictly
pharmaceutical body, could not be entertained.

They were, however,

willing to consider any amendments to the proposed Bill, to alleviate
the situation in many towns in Ireland which were being deprived of
the services of pharmacists, by the present arrangement.

Proposals by the Apothecaries’ Company and the Association of
Licentiate Apothecaries of Ireland

The meeting eventually agreed to the following resolutions:

(?)

(1) That the matriculation examination for a proposed
Pharmaceutical Society should be as extensive as that of any Medical
Licensing Body.

(2) That an apprenticeship of not less than three years should be
demanded.
(3) That every candidate for the final examination should produce
his matriculation certificate, his indenture of apprenticeship,
together with a certificate of attendance at a course of lectures on
each of the following subjects - Chemistry, Botany, Materia Medica and
Pharmacy.

(4) That a direct and fair representation of apothecaries on the
board should be granted.

Some of the deputation expressed their

opposition to the proposal that the Governor and Directors of the Hall
should be included, in the proposed Pharmaceutical Society.
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Physicians of the King's and Queen1 s2 Colleige of Ireland intervene
Meanwhile the Physicians of the King's and Queen's College of
Ireland, were not satisfied with the state of pharmacy and the
proposals regarding it made by the Apothecaries' Hall.

Consequently

an unprecedented action in the history of pharmacy in Ireland occurred
on the 17th of June, 1874, when the Queen's and King's College of
Physicians announced a draft Bill which it proposed to introduce to
Parliament.

By this means, it was intended to assimilate the position

of the pharmacist in Ireland to that which he had in Great Britain, by
the extension of the Pharmacy Act of 1868 to Ireland.

The text of the

(8)
proposed Bill' ; was as follows:-

"Whereas a great deficiency exists throughout Ireland of
establishments and shops for the sale of medicines and compounding of
medicines and great inconveniences thereby arise to the public in many
parts of the country:
(l) It is hereby enacted that from and after the passing of this
Act the provisions of the Pharmacy Acts of England 15 and 16 Viet. C

56, June 30th, 1852, 31 and 32 Viet C. 121, July 31st, 1868 and 32
and 33 Viet C. XVII. August 11th, 1869, be extended to Ireland as
follows:(2) That from and after the passing of tins Act every person duly
qualified and registered under the aforesaid Pharmacy Acts as chemists
or chemists and druggists, being thereby entitled to keep open shop in
Great Britain for the compounding of the prescriptions of duly qualified
medical practitioners, shall in like manner be deemed to be qualified
to keep open shop for the sale of medicines and compounding of
prescriptions in Ireland and shall not be subject for so doing to any
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prosecution or penalty, notwithstanding any enactment to the contrary
in the Apothecaries' Act of Ireland of 1791 (31 Geo III. C.34)«

3. Moreover, that every person duly registered by the Apothecaries'
Hall of Ireland, as qualified to keep open shop in Ireland for the
compounding of prescriptions shall, in like manner, be deemed to be
qualified to keep open shop for the compounding of prescriptions in
Great Britain and shall not be subject to any penalty for so doing,
notwithstanding any enactment to the contrary in the Pharmacy Acts of
Great Britain, hereinbefore enumerated."

Apothecaries' Licences Bill

The College of Physicians' Bill, with minor amendments, was
(9)
introduced to the House of Commons as the Apothecaries' Licences Bill,
on June 1?th, 1874*

0n the 25th of June, 1874, the Bill was ordered

to be read a second time and committed to a Select Committee.

T/itnesses

who gave evidence to this Select Committee of the House of Commons were:Charles Leet HD, Secretary to Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, Thomas
Collins, Member of the College of Surgeons in London, and Licentiate
of the Apothecaries' Hall, ’Tilliam Hayes, Secretary to the Chemist and
Druggist Society in Ireland, George !7ebb Sandford, Member of the
Pharmaceutical Society and Council of Great Britain, John Mackay,
Secretary to the Edinburgh Board of Examiners, Pharmaceutical Society
of Great Britain, Sir Dominic Corrigan Bart MD, then President of the
College of Physicians of Ireland, and Raisdon Macnamara, Professor of
Materia Medica, Pharmacy and Therapeutics, College of Surgeons in
Ireland.

Apothecaries object to the Physicians' Bill

The Apothecaries' Company immediately issued a circular
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containing their objections to the Physicians* Bill for Pharmacy.

The

extension of the 1868 Pharmacy Act to Ireland had been successfully
opposed by the Apothecaries, on the grounds that this Act was specially
intended for Great Britain and did not meet the situation which
existed in pharmacy in Ireland.

They informed the Physicians that

their opinion on this matter remained unchanged.. The Physicians were
also reminded that the Irish Attorney General had successfully opposed
the extension of the 1868 Act to Ireland for the same reason.

Physicians reply to objections

The College of Physicians, in reply pointed out, "that the
proposal to introduce to Ireland duly qualified pharmacists under the
1868 Pharmacy Act, was nevertheless even then so favourably regarded,
that it was only postponed until such time as there had been
opportunity to observe the v/orking of the Act in Great Britain.
Indeed, an amendment to extend the Act to Ireland had been v/ithdrawn
on the condition that the Irish Attorney General undertook subsequently
to introduce a Bill to make the Act applicable to Ireland".

In reply to the Apothecaries' objections to the proposed Bill,
that such a Bill would deprive the Apothecaries' Company of its rightful
control over pharmacy and prove very injurious to the public, the College
of Physicians challenged the control exercised under existing laws by
the Apothecaries' Hall as being neither "rightful or justifiable in
itself or that it had been beneficial to the public".

Another objection to the Bill raised by the Apothecaries, was that
it would introduce to Ireland a number of Slnglish Chemists and Druggists
who had found a place on the register under the Great Britain legislation,
without having undergone the course of study or the examination required
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under the Pharmacy Act.

In answer to this, it was stated that the Bill

would introduce such chemists and druggists as are on the register of
the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain and entitled by law to
practice pharmacy in that sphere.

This reply indicated the existence

of some misapprehension, because the register of the Pharmaceutical
Society was merely the roll of its members and since the operation of
the Pharmacy Act of 1868 was not in any way restricted to that body,
the extension of that Act to Ireland would enable anyone on a register
of chemists and druggists maintained under the 1868 Act to carry on
business in Ireland, irrespective of their being members of the
Society or otherwise.

Training in Practical Pharmacy
The proposed Bill made no provisions for candidates, for the
pharmacy licence to devote time to acquire a knowledge of practical
pharmacy, by a fixed time of apprenticeship or pupilage.

This was also

raised as an objection to the proposed extension of the 1868 Pharmacy
Act to Ireland by the apothecaries, who rightly claimed that a licence
to practice pharmacy had for a long time, been subject to such
experience and course of study.

Reconciliation attempted

The Society of Chemists and Druggists in Ireland, who had
previously approved of the draft Pharmacy Bill of the Apothecaries'
Company, approached the Apothecaries, after the Physicians' Bill
appeared, seeking for a joint deputation to meet the Physicians and
discuss the situation which had now arisen.

The Apothecaries'

Company declined on the grounds that they did not wish to have any
comraunications with the College of Physicians, which had introduced a
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Pharmacy Bill without either consulting them or advising them of their
intentions.

The Apothecaries also informed the Society of Chemists and

Druggists that they had forwarded their draft Pharmacy Bill to the
Attorney General, together with their objections to the Bill of the
College of Physicians.

Two Rival Bills for Pharmacy

The Apothecaries' Licence Bill introduced to Parliament in 1874
and as stated, was duly considered by a Select Committee of the House
of Commons.

In the meantime the Apothecaries published their proposed

Bill, as previously agreed with the Society of Chemists and Druggists.

Strife between Apothecaries and Chemists and Druggists

The Bill for Pharmacy, as published by the Apothecaries, contained
certain alterations relating to the constitution of the Board of
Examiners from that previously agreed with the Society of Chemists and
Druggists, without either consultation or their knowledge of such
actions.

This action considerably changed the relationship between

the Apothecaries' Company and the Society of Chemists arid Druggists,
to the extent that further negotiations between them ceased.

The action

also affected the history of the pharmaceutical profession in that,
without the support of the Chemists and Druggists, the Apothecaries'
Company was not involved in the subsequent arrangements for the
formation of a Pharmaceutical Society.

The Bill, sponsored by the

Apothecaries' Company, was not presented in Parliament.

Report from the Select Committee on the Apothecaries' Licences Bill

This report was ordered to be printed by the House of Commons on
the 20th of July, 1874, and the recommendations which it contained
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were the first steps in the formation of a Pharmaceutical Society
in Ireland.

The report of the Select Committee was as follows:-

"Your Committee having examined witnesses on the general questions
raised by the provisions in the Bill submitted to them, have agreed to
the following report:

That a great deficiency is admitted to exist in Ireland of shops
for the sale of medicines and compounding of medicines by which
serious inconvenience is entailed on the public.

That this deficiency arises from the exclusive privileges enjoyed
by the Apothecaries' Company end from the high and consequently
expensive standards of qualification which it has thought necessary
to maintain, in accordance with the view, that an apothecary should
prescribe as well as dispense medicines.

It was suggested to remedy

this deficiency by extending to Ireland, the operation of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, as it had been extended to
Scotland but your Committee recommend, in preference, the formation
of a separate Pharmaceutical Society for Ireland, especially on the
following grounds:-

(a) That in Ireland there has been for many years a licensing
centre for pharmacy.

There was no similar institution in Scotland,

at the date of the extension of the English Pharmaceutical Society to
that country.

(b) That a local centre will be moi*e conducive to the scientific
and professional development of pharmacy in Ireland, this effect
having been found to result in the analogous cases of the medical and
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surgical schools.

(c) That the evidence we have heard leads us to believe that there
exist in Ireland ample materials for the erection and maintenance of a
Pharmaceutical Society.

Your Committee, feeling how important it Is that complete
reciprocity should exist between the Pharmaceutical Societies of Great
Britain and Ireland, recommend that the examinations and qualifications
in each of the three kingdoms be identical;

the fees to be paid for

examinations, license and registration be equal, and that registered
licentiates of each kingdom shall have equal rights and privileges in
the three kingdoms respectively.

Your Committee further recommend the adoption of a common register
for both Societies and that both be subject to Government supervision.

Your Committee suggest the following as a scheme for erecting a
Pharmaceutical Society in Ireland, viz: that the Society be formed by
naming in the first place, a certain number of fit and proper persons
to be foundation members, with power to make bye-laws, lay down a
scheme for examination, and appoint a Board of Examiners, subject to
the approval of the Lord Lieutenant in Council.

Your Committee are of the opinion that the new Society should be
independent of the control of any existing body."

It is also proposed that after a date to be hereinafter named,
only persons, whose names are on the register of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain and Ireland (with the exception of the
licentiates of the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland) should be permitted
to sell any of the articles scheduled or to be scheduled as poisons
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under the Sale of Poisons Act (Ireland) 1870 or to compound
prescriptions containing any such articles.

That the restrictions and penalties on the sale or compounding
of medicines or poisons contained in the Act 31 Geo 3-34
(Apothecaries' Act 1791) be abolished.

That the interests of existing traders affected by the foregoing
Resolutions as to the sale of poisons, should be protected.

It has been suggested to your Committee that the introduction
into Ireland of men qualified by a shorter and less expensive process
to practise as pharmacists would conjunctly affect the interests of the
licentiate apothecaries who at present possess the exclusive right of
so practising and have obtained it by a longer and more expensive
process.

It would appear, however, that the more expensive qualification
also confers a more extended power of practice with which it is not
proposed to interfere, and your Committee is of opinion that no such
case of hardship would arise as to call for legislative interference.

Your Committee in conclusion, report "that it is not expedient
to proceed further with the Bill referred to them, but that, in their
opinion, the Executive Government should at the earliest opportunity
introduce into Parliament a measure framed in accordance with the
Resolutions in this Report".

141
REFERENCES

(1)

A Memorial to the Master, Wardens and Brethem of the Guild of
St. Ittke (2nd October, 1783) - Transactions of the Guild,
Apothecaries' Hall, Dublin.

(2)

The Treble Almanack of the year 1814 - Public Records Office,
Belfast.

(3)

Dublin Medical Press, 1859> 362.

( 4)

Pharmaceutical Journal, 1873,

(5)

Ibid,

1874,

3rd

Series, 595.

(6)

Ibid,

1874, 4., 3rd

Series, 634*

(7)

Ibid,

1874, 4, 3rd

Series, 753.

(0)

Ibid,

1874, 4, 3rd

Series, 847.

(9)

Apothecaries' Licences Bill, which was the Bill proposed by the

3rd Series, 751*

College of Physicians and introduced to the House of Commons
June 17th, 1874*

(10)

See Appendix G.I.

Pharmaceutical Journal, 1874, 4> 3rd Series, 879*

142
CHAPTER

VTII

THE PHARMACY ACT (IRELAND) 1875^1^

The Society of Chemists and Druggists, now disassociated from
the Apothecaries' Company, took the initiative in pharmaceutical reform,
and first sought the advice of Sir Dominic Corrigan, the President of
the King's and Queen's College of Physicians.

At a special meeting of this Society on February 24th, 1875, a
report was received from a deputation which had met Sir Dominic
Corrigan and discussed with him the subject of pharmaceutical reform
and legislation.

Pharmacy must change

Sir Dominic, at that meeting, expressed his views that he
believed a change in the state of pharmacy in Ireland V7as necessary.
Ha considered that it would be highly conducive to the interests of
the public, as well as of pharmaceutical practice, if the obsolete
regime of the Apothecaries' Hall of Ireland, in regard to pharmacy,
was superseded.

If the number of pharmacists was to be increased,

he also considered, that it must be from the ranks of chemists and
druggists.

Sir Dominic cautioned the Society against aligning

itself with any existing body and stated that Ireland should have an
independent Pharmaceutical Society or College of Pharmacy,
complementary to the existing Collages of Physicians and Surgeons.

As a first step towards this goal, the Society of Chemists and
Druggists of Ireland, at this meeting, appointed the following committee:
Messrs E M Hodgson, Professor Tichbome, Wm Hayes, J Goodwin, W Allen,
A Doren, Stanley Oldham and R Simpson, to frame a Bill.

This Bill when

completed was submitted to Sir Dominic Corrigan for his opinion and
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advice.

As a result of this joint effort, a draft Bill was eventually
submitted to Parliament:- "to institute a Pharmaceutical Society and
to regulate the Qualifications of Pharmaceutical Chemists in
Ireland."

The draft Bill, in accordance with custom at that time, contained
a preamble which provides a synopsis of the relevant historical facts,
and thus warrants reproduction

"Whereas by an Act passed by the Parliament of Ireland in the
thirty-first year of the reign of His Majesty George the Third,
entitled ’An Act for the more effectually preserving the health of
His Majesty's subjects, for erecting an Apothecaries' Hall in the city
of Dublin and regulating the profession of an Apothecary throughout the
kingdom of Ireland (in this Act referred to as 'the Act of 1791)» it
is enacted that no person shall open shop or practise the art and
mystery of an apothecary within the kingdom of Ireland, until he shall
have been examined as to his qualification and knowledge of the
business, by the persons, and in the manner by the said Act prescribed,
and shall have received a certificate to open shop or follow the art
and mystery of an apothecary within the kingdom of Ireland from the
Governor and Directors of the Apothecaxies' Hall of the city of Dublin.

And whereas, a great deficiency exists throughout Ireland, of
establishments and shops for the sale of medicines and compounding of
prescriptions and great inconvenience thereby arises to the public in
many parts of the country.

And whereas to remedy such inconvenience, it is expedient to
amend the Act of 1791 and to enable persons who although they do not
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desire to practise the Art and mystery of an apothecary, desire and
are qualified to open shop for the retailing, dispensing and compounding
of poisons and medical prescriptions, to keep open shop for the purposes
aforesaid.

And v/hereas for the purposes aforesaid, it is expedient that
provisions such as are in this Act contained should be made for the
formation of the Pharmaceutical Society in Ireland, and for the
examination of persons desiring to keep open shop for the purposes
aforesaid, and for the registration of such of the said persons as may
be found on examination to possess a competent practical knowledge of
pharmaceutical and general chemistry and other branches of useful
knowledge, as fit persons to keep open shop for the dispensing and
compounding of prescriptions of duly qualified medical practitioners.

And whereas it is expedient that, persons registered as
pharmaceutical chemists in Great Britain should be entitled to be
registered as pharmaceutical chemists in Ireland and that, persons
registered as pharmaceutical chemists in Ireland should be entitled to
be registered as pharmaceutical chemists in Great Britain and that,
with respect thereto provisions such as are in this Act contained
should be made..."

The provisions to which the last paragraph refers, were contained
in Section 18 of the draft Bill, to which future reference will be
made.

Section 26 of the draft Bill reserved rights of certain persons,
namely those involved in the making or dealing in patent medicines,
or with the business of wholesale dealers in supplying poisons in the
ordinary course of wholesale dealing, or of chemists and druggists who
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were practising as such in Ireland on their own account when the Act
was passed.

This section was amended in committee, with important

subsequent effects on the practise of Pharmacy, to which reference will
also be made.

Criticism of the Bill

The Bill was not favourably received by the Pharmaceutical Society
of Great Britain, mainly on the question of reciprocity between their
own society and the proposed society for Ireland.

This provision was

included in section 18 of the Bill.

The opposition to the Bill became so determined that a deputation
from the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain meet Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach,

(2)

Chief Secretary for Ireland, before the second reading

of the Bill in Parliament.

In stating the objections of the deputation,

it was said that the Pharmaceutical Society, had supported a Bill
related to Irish Pharmacy (Apothecaries' Licence Bill) presented to
Parliament during the previous year, as an acceptable scheme.

It was,

as a matter of duty, compelled to oppose the present Bill.

In furthering the objectives of the Society, in advancing
chemistry and pharmacy and promoting a uniform system of education
for its members, the Society had established the examinations, the
Major and Minor.

Under the 1852 Pharmacy Act the title "Pharmaceutical

Chemist" was established, and a register of such person, maintained.
Persons who had passed the (voluntary) Major examination were entitled
to be placed on this register.

In 1868, an Act to regulate the sale of poisons, altered and
amended the Pharmacy Act of 1852, created a register for and protected
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the title of "chemist and druggist".

The qualification for

registration as a chemist and druggist was the Minor examination.
The deputation informed the Chief Secretary that the examinations
in pharmaceutical and general chemistry necessary for the Major
examination (the requisite for the title "Pharmaceutical Chemist")
were of a higher standard than the examinations in the same subjects
required of candidates for the diploma, at the Apothecaries* Hall,
Dublin.

Since the proposed Bill for Ireland intended to use the title

"pharmaceutical chemist", it was considered essential that the standard
of examination for such a title would be similar to that applied in
Great Britain, by the Pharmaceutical Society.

Otherwise, it would have

been unfair to pharmaceutical chemists on the register of Great Britain,
if reciprocity had been established between themselves, and the
proposed pharmaceutical chemists, with a lovner standard of qualification
on the Irish register.
On the other hand, it was appreciated that the introduction of a
higher standard of qualification for the Irish pharmaceutical chemist
would defeat the purpose of the legislation, which was - to produce
dispensers for the prescriptions v/ritten by the physicians.

Obviously,

candidates who were willing to prepare for, and capable of passing a
higher examination, necessary for keeping an open shop for compounding
medicines, would go on and complete the curriculum for the Apothecaries’
Hall diploma and thereby in addition, become medical practitioners.
The Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, through the
deputation, expressed their desire to maintain uniformity of standards
of examinations, in a system where reciprocity was involved.

In

addition, the British Society, was not prepared to accept the Bill,
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on the terms submitted, because they had no control whatever, on the
standard of examinations, to be imposed in the new society.

The

deputation, considering that the true mode of extending to Ireland
the benefits of the legislation which had been accomplished in Great
Britain, was to extend the operation of the existing body (ie the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain), placed the following
resolutions before the Chief Secretary

(l) That the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain regards, as
desirable an extension of the Pharmacy Acts to Ireland so as to embrace
Ireland within the operation of the Society, as Scotland has already
been.

(2) That the proposals made by the Pharmacy Bill now before
Parliament for the establishment of a separate Society and examining
body in Ireland appears to be at variance with the policy of not
multiplying examining bodies and to be objectionable.

(3) That the Society oppose the principles of the present Bill.

The Chief Secretary, in reply, informed the deputation that there
was a very strong feeling in Ireland which was manifest in the Select
Committee of the Apothecaries' Licences Bill 1874, that they preferred
a Pharmaceutical Society of their own, in preference to any union with
the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain.

The Pharmacy Act (Ireland) Bill was given a second reading in the
House of Commons on June 18th, 1875, when Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, in
presenting the Bill, announced the objection by the English
Pharmaceutical Society on account of its proposing to create reciprocity
between the two Societies.
petitions-

The objection was in the form of a
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"To the Honourable The Corai.ions of the United Kingdom and Ireland
in Parliament assembled -

The humble petition of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Britain.

"Sheweth - That your petitioners have considered 'A Bill

to constitute a Pharmaceutical Society and to regulate the
qualifications of Pharmaceutical Chemists in Ireland, and to establish
certain relations between the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain
and Ireland, now before your Honourable House.

That your petitioners regard the proposals of the said Bill as
likely to prove injurious to the interests of Great Britain and not
likely to advance the interests of Ireland.

That your petitioners regard as desirable in the interests of
the United Kingdom the extension to the whole of the kingdom of the
laws which now within Great Britain regulate the qualifications of
Pharmaceutical Chemists and Chemists and Druggists and also the Sale
of Poisons.

Your petitioners therefore pray that the said Bill now in your
Honourable House may not be passed and that a Bill may be passed which
shall extend to the whole kingdom the lav/s which now within Great
Britain regulate the qualifications of Pharmaceutical Chemists and
also the Sale of Poisons."

In addition to the Society, a considerable number of persons,
presumably members of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain,
also petitioned against the Bill.

The King's and Queen's College of

Physicians in Ireland, alone supported the projected measure.

Sir Michael Hicks Beach in the House stated, "I confess that
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this objection seems to me to be founded on reasonable grounds and I
propose, if the House will allow me to read this Bill a second time,
to omit at the next stage of its progress, that portion of the Bill
which refers to reciprocity between the English and Irish Pharmaceutical
Societies."

This being carried out, opposition to the Bill ceased and

passed through Parliament in a very short period of four months,
becoming the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875*

This new Pharmacy Act had been achieved with unexpected ease and
rapidity, due to the help and support of the physicians and in
particular the famous medical baronet, Sir Dominic Corrigan.

Sir Dominic Corrigan

Sir Dominic Corrigan was born in Dublin in 1802 and was educated
at the lay College at llaymouth.

He afterwards studied at Edinburgh

where he took his LH) degree in 1825a similar degree on him in 1849-

The University of Dublin conferred

He was President of the King’s and

Queen's College of Physicians for five successive years, and after an
energetic career in the course of which he had rendered great and
gratuitious service, to the cause of health and education in Ireland,
he was made a baronet in 1866.

He contested a seat in Parliament in 1868, but was defeated.

On

the next occasion, 1870, he was elected and sat on the Liberal side of
the House of Commons (V/estminster).

Both in the House of Commons and

in the Medical Council (where he had represented the Queen's University
of Ireland) he had been noted as "a racey and forcible speaker, a
formidable opponent and an unflinching advocate".

An editorial from the "Chemist and Druggist", 15th October, 1875>
332 stated:-

150
" .'e meoT be in error and we certainly have no formal evidence in
support of our theory, but at the same time we have little hesitation
in crediting Sir Dominic Corrigan with the real authorship of the
movement made by the College of Physicians, when the druggists were
commencing their gallant but almost hopeless struggle against the old
established vested interest, which the Apothecaries’ Company held in
Irish pharmacy.

The druggists might long have agitated, if left to

themselves and dependent only on the justice of their claims, but the
arrival of the Physicians on the field changed the aspect of affairs.
The Apothecaries were dismayed and offered terms to the druggists,
which would have been accepted if the Apothecaries had behaved with
ordinary good faith.
decisive.

The parliamentary struggle was short and

It evidences beyond doubt a careful and skilful preparation

of forces and arrangement of difficulties before the introduction of
the Irish Pharmacy Act to the light of day*

The Apothecaries' Company

was pushed aside v/ith one hand, the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Britain with the other and the revolution was accomplished.

Its

product was the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland with Sir Dominic
Corrigan at its head."

Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland

The Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1375 was unique in that it proposed to
create a Pharmaceutical Society by an act of Parliament and nominated
the first members of that Society.

First Council of the Pharmaceutical Society

The following persons were nominated as the first members, and the
first Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland:-
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Four Representatives of Physicians and Sur/yeons

Sir Dominic Corrigan, Physician.
R. Macnamara, F.R.C.S.I.
A. Smith, MD.

Distinguished Practitioner in Dublin.

Representative of the College of Physicians on the
General Medical Council and an authority on
Materia Medica.

Win. Frazer, F.R.C.S.I.

Dublin.

Three Chemists

J. Emerson Reynolds, M.D.
C.R.C. Tichbome, Ph.D.

Professor of Chemistry, Trinity College.
Manager of the laboratories of the
Apothecaries' Hall, Dublin, also an
examiner in Chemistry, Trinity College,
Dublin.

J.F. Hodges, MD., Belfast.

Professor of Medical Jurisprudence,

Queen's University, also Examiner in
Chemistry.

Five Representatives of Provincial Apothecaries

H. Whitaker, M.R.C.S.E., Belfast.
R.W. Pring.

Apothecary.

Wm. Harrington,

Principal in Grattan & Co., Belfast.

Apothecary.

M.V. Bourke, M.D.

Cork.

Limerick.

Wm. Goulding, Cork.

A member of Parliament.

Four Representatives of the Apothecaries' Hall
J. Ryan, M.D.

IXiblin Physician.

G.B. Owens, M.D.

Dublin.
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T. Collins, M.R.C.S.E.
C.H. Leet, M.D.

A Director of the Apothecaries’ Hall.

Secretary to Apothecaries' Hall and represented that
body on the General Medical Council.

Five Drupelets

TOm. Allen - Chemist and Druggist, Dublin.
E.M. Hodgson - A member of a well-known wholesale firm, McMaster,
Hodgson & Co., Dublin.
J. Goodwin, Dublin.
J.T. Holmes, Dublin.
Wm. Hayes, Dublin.

Sir Dominic Corrigan and Dr Aquilla Smith, M.D., were nominated, by
the Act, to be respectively the first President and Vice-President of
the Society.

Additional Provisions of the Act included:

(1) Qualification for election as a member of the Pharmaceutical
Society.

(2) The method for election of the Council of the Society.

(3) Determining proceedings at meetings of the Council.

(4) Power for the Council to make Regulations, with respect to
specific matters related to the proceedings of the Society.

(5) Examinations for the purpose of ascertaining the qualification
of persons desirous of keeping open shop for the retailing, dispensing
or compounding poisons or medical prescriptions and being registered
as pharmaceutical chemists.

For the latter purpose a registrar was to
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be appointed and a register maintained.

(6) The Council had power under the Act, if it so wished, to
determine upon allowing certain persons to acquire the title of chemist
and druggist subject to such terms and conditions as it considered
proper.

Examinations for such persons were to be determined and a

register also maintained.

(7) As much of the Apothecaries' Act of 1791> as prohibited the
keeping of open shop within the meaning of the said Act, by any other
person other than a licentiate of Apothecaries' Hall, was repealed
under the 1375 Pharmacy Act.

(8) Under the Act it was unlawful for any person to sell or keep
own shop for retailing, dispensing or compounding poisons within the
meaning of the Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870^^ or medical prescriptions,
unless such a person was a registered pharmaceutical chemist or
registered chemist and druggist under this Act.

(9) The provisions included under (7) and (8) did not affect any
licentiate Apothecary or any person who was registered, as a legally
qualified medical practitioner, before the passing of the Act or, who
would be registered as a legally qualified practitioner after the
passing of the Act and who in order to obtain his diploma, had passed
an examination in pharmacy.

(10) Provisions were included in the Act to reserve the rights of
persons engaged in the making or dealing in patent medicines or with
the business of wholesale dealers in supplying poisons in the ordinary
course of wholesale dealing.

The rights of Chemists and Druggists

practising as such on their own account at the time of the passing of
the Act were also reserved, except the provisions against the

154
compounding of poisons or medical prescriptions and against the
preparation of any medicines of the British Pharmacopoeia, except in
accordance with the formularies of the said Pharmacopoeia.

Composition of the First Council

The heterogeneous composition of the first Council of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, consisting of four physicians and
surgeons, five Apothecary Hall representatives, five druggists, three
chemists and five provincial Apothecaries, was the subject of comment
in the pharmaceutical press of the day.

It seemed that the divergence

of interests and the strife which had existed between them for a long
time, nay have been a hindrance to the ultimate successful development
of the Society.

Harmony prevailed and the early days of the council were very
successful, due to a large extent to the energy and personality of
Sir Dominic Corrigan who remained President from its inception in 1875
to 1878.

First Meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland

The first meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland was
held at the College of Physicians in Dublin at 4.00 p.m. on Friday,
10th September, 1875.

Sir Dominic Corrigan, Bart, was in the Chair and

those present were:

Aquilla Smith, M.V. Bourke, 17m. Frazer, C.H. Leet,

R.W. Pring,

G.B. Owens, R. Macnamara, W. Allen, T. Collins, Ufa. Goulding,
Wm. Harrington, E.H. Hodgson, J.T. Holmes and C.R.C. Tichbome.
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The business transacted was formal and consisted in the appointing
of a temporary clerk and in taking a ballot to determine whether members
of the Council should retire at the end of respectively the first and
second years.

Notice was given that the 15th Clause of the Act should

be considered at the next meeting.

This important clause was to the

effect that the Council may by resolution determine upon allowing persons
to acquire the title of "Chemist and Druggist" subject to such terms
and conditions as the Council of the Society shall think proper.

One Qualification - Pharmaceutical Chemist

Subsequently, at a Council meeting on November 3rd, 1875, Dr
Yi/hitaker (Belfast) in pursuance of notice moved "that there should be
one qualification for those compounding medicines in this country and
that it should be that of Pharmaceutical Chemist".

An amendment to this proposal put to the meeting was "that there
should be two classes, viz: Pharmaceutical Chemists and Chemists and
Druggists".

The motive of those who advocated the establishment of a second
grade of legally qualified pharmacists, was to provide for small towns
and rural districts in Ireland, such a class of person for the sale and
compounding of medicines, who would not be averse to supplement the
small business that could be done in that way by other occupations.

Against such a statement, others maintained that whilst this kind
of argument was calculated to excite some feeling of pity for the
places referred to, but failed to perceive that it constituted any
grounds for regulating the standard of pharmaceutical qualifications.

After a long discussion by the Council of the Society, the
amendment was defeated and Dr Whitaker's motion was carried.

This was
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perhaps one of the most important decisions of the first Council of
the Society and it had many repercussions on the practise of Pharmacy
in Ireland during the next ten years.

Financial Consideration

The Pharmaceutical Society on its formation was not given any
financial assistance from the Government.

During its early years this

was a matter of some concern which hindered progress in several ways.

Until candidates passed examinations and became members, the
Society had no source of income.

In addition, the Society had no

power to compel licentiates to become members or to impose an annual
licence or fee v/hich would have provided a regular income.

In a sense

the Society had to create a profession as well as to develop it.

An Education Programme

Financial considerations apparently influenced the council to
conduct "modified" examination^^/hich were first contemplated for the
year 1876 but were ultimately extended for the year 1877*

These

examinations also provided an opportunity for those who had previously
been in business as chemists and druggists to qualify as pharmaceutical
chemis bs.

After the initial "modified" examinations (1876-77) the Society
published the syllabus for both a Preliminary and a Pharmaceutical
Examination.^ ^

The examination syllabus was criticised by the council of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, on the grounds of standard
which was alleged to be not even equivalent to the minor examinations
for chemists and druggists in that country.
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At that time in Great Britain, two grades were recognised, the
chemists and druggists who qualified as stated above, and pharmaceutical
chemists who qualified through a "major" examination.
The Irish pharmaceutical examinations were the subject of
(7)

correspondence between the two Societies.v'7

One year after the formation of the Society, 82 Pharmaceutical
Chemists had been successfully examined.

These pharmacists established

themselves in Belfast, Dublin and Cork, and in other large centres
throughout the country.
Many of the successful candidates had been members of a school of
Pharmacy which had been sponsored by the Chemists and Druggists Society
of Ireland in Dublin and conducted by Dr. Tichbome, a member of the
Council and T!ta. Frazer.
Pupils from this school constituted the major portion of the
Licentiates on the register of the Society up to 1890.
Dr. Tichbome, who was at that time manager of the laboratory of
the Apothecaries' Hall in Dublin, gave outstanding service to the
Pharmaceutical Society in educational affairs for many years.
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(1)

An Act to institute a Pharmaceutical Society and to regulate the
Qualifications of Pharmaceutical Chemists and Chemists and
Druggists in Ireland

/Tlth August,

38 and 39 Viet. C.57.

See Appendix H.I.

(2)

Pharmaceutical Journal, 1875»

(3)

Chemist and Druggist, 1875, October 15th, 332.

(4)

33 and 34-

( 5)

Syllabus for the "modified,, examinations of the Pharmaceutical

Viet. C.26.

Society of Ireland.

(6)

3rd Series, 951.

See Appendix H.II.

Syllabus for the Preliminary and Pharmaceutical Examinations.
See Appendix H.III.

(7)

Pharmaceutical Journal, 1875, £> 3rd Series,

429.

Comparison of the Irish examination for the title "Pharmaceutical
Chemist" and the British Examination for the title "Chemist and
Druggist" (1875).

See Appendix H.IV.
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CHAPTER

IX

PHARMACEUTICAL AFFAIRS UNDER THE CONTROL OF PHARMACISTS
1875-1900

From the date of the formation of the Pharmaceutical Society in
1875 up to 1881, the number of Pharmaceutical Chemists and members of
the Society increased at a reasonable rate.

Pharmaceutical Chemists

Year

Named in the
Act

1877

21

95

1

117

1878

21

134

3

158

1880

20

144

3

167

1881

18

165

4

187

Annual Members

Total

By examination

Licentiate
Apothecaries

Total

Membership of the Pharmaceutical Society

Year

.Namea xn tne
Act

1877

21

1878

21

1880
1881

Life Members

50

71

1

79

101

20

1

74

95

18

1

77

96

After 1881, progress in respect of numbers was less favourable .

By

1883 there were 219 licentiates of the Society of Pharmaceutical
Chemists, of whom 100 kept open shop on their own account, the
remainder being employed in various ways.

Of this total only 6l

were subscribing members of the Society, 21 of whom were members of
the Council.

Allowing for pharmaceutical chemists who were practising in
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Dublin, Belfast and Cork, there were approximately 40-50 qualified
licentiates of the Society to supply the needs of over 200 of the
larger towns in Ireland.

At this point in time opinion was expressed

that the Society had failed to supply the pharmaceutical needs of the
community.

Numerous reports published, indicated that particularly

in the western part of the country, it was still necessary in some
instances to travel 20,
prescriptions dispensed.

30

or even

40

miles to have medical

This was not completely due to lack of

effort or efficiency on the Society’s part, but also in part due to
the inherent defects in the legislation.

Pharmaceutical Society issues a public warning

A short time after its inception the Pharmaceutical Society to
emphasise its authority issued a public notice (5th December,187?)>
warning would-be offenders against the provision of the 1875 Pharmacy
Act as related to "retailing, dispensing and compounding of medical
prescriptions" in the following terms:-

"Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland

The President and Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland desire to draw attention to the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875
which was enacted to protect the public from the dangers that would
accrue from incompetent or ignorant persons compounding medical
prescriptions and which enacts that persons not duly qualified to
compound medical prescriptions are liable to a penalty of five pounds
for each offence.

The President and Council, impressed with the importance of
carrying out this lav/ for the safety of the public, desire to make it

l6i
generally known that all persons who might otherwise plead ignorance
of the lav/, may be aware of the provisions of the Pharmacy Act (Ireland)
1875> which enacts as follows in clause 30:-

That it shall be unlawful

for any person to keep open shop for retailing, dispensing or compounding
medical prescriptions, unless he be registered as a Pharmaceutical
Chemist or otherwise duly qualified."

To provide the duly qualified Pharmaceutical Chemists for the
purpose stated in the public notice, the Council have in accordance
with the Act set up its Society v/ith bye-laws and regulations and
inaugurated an examination scheme.

As indicated, the results were

inadequate to meet the requirements of the public.
the Council encountei’ed difficulties.

From the beginning

Reference has already been made

to financial difficulties encountered by the Society, v/hich were due
to omissions in not providing the Council v/ith initial help in this
respect.

Deficiencies of the 1875 Pharmacy Act

Other difficulties were experienced by the Council soon after the
Act was passed.

Some of these were undoubtedly created by the Council's

decision to hold examinations only for pharmaceutical chemists and to
leave the chemists and druggists without recognition.

The Act of 1875, conferred on the licentiates of the Pharmaceutical
Society two basic xughts:-

(1) The right, formerly enjoyed in Ireland by Apothecaries only,
to compound medical prescriptions.

( 1)

(2) The right, confined to them and the Apothecaries, to retail
scheduled poisons within the meaning of the Poisons (Ireland)
Act 1870.

(2 )
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If the Council of the Society had decided to recognise and hold
examinations for chemists and druggists who were in business v/hen the
Act was passed, the latter could have had the former privilege
conferred on them.

In such circumstances, they v^ould have been in a

similar position to their counterpart (the chemists and druggists)
in Great Britain.

In Ireland, under Section 31 of the 1875 Act,

however, such persons, ie chemists and druggists, in business, had
reserved to them the right to sell poisons, without any restrictions
as to any qualification by examinations.

But no provisions were

included in the Act whereby such persons without examination, could
be registered, nor was any line of demarcation drawn between them
;uid others who at some subsequent date after 1875? entered the
business, as chemists and druggists.

Consequently, as time passed,

it was very difficult to define such persons or indeed control their
activities.

As a result the sale of poisons continued to be carried

on throughout the country by virtually anyone who wished to engage
in it.

The financial difficulties of the Society limited the number of
prosecutions, which should have been taken against the offenders of
the provisions of the Act.

Most of the prosecutions instituted by

the Council were for illegal dispensing by these unqualified chemists
and druggists.

Occasional prosecutions were also brought against

persons for non-observance of the provisions of the Poisons Act 1870.

Associations of Chemists and Druggists in Ireland

Reference has been made to a Society of Chemists and Druggists,
formed in Dublin in 1870, which was largely responsible for the
drafting of the 1875 Act.

This Society appeared to be less active

after the formation of the Pharmaceutical Society, but records
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indicated the formation in Dublin of a similar body, under a different
title, namely: the Chemists and Druggists Association of Ireland.

In the northern province, an association of Chemists and
Druggists v;as formed in Belfast in 1874*^

No records were available

of its activities (if any) after the 1875 Act until 1888, when
amendment of that Act was being considered.

It was then known as the

North of Ireland Chemists' and Druggists' Association.

In 1889, the

name of the association was changed to "The Chemists' and Druggists'
Society of Ireland".

(5)
7

This Society worked in close association

with the Chemists and Druggists Association of Ireland (Dublin Branch).

A Belfast Pharmaceutical Chemists' Association also existed in
1888 and represented the interests of the licentiates of the
Pharmaceutical Society in that area.

After the 1875 Pharmacy Act,

the number of chemists and druggists increased considerably,
particularly in the north of Ireland.

This was due to several factors.

First the number of licentiates produced by the Society was insufficient
to meet the pharmaceutical needs of the country.

Secondly, fewer

Apothecaries after their recognition as medical practitioners by the
Medical Act 1858, kept open shop for dispensing prescriptions.
Thirdly, no legal conditions or qualifications were necessary at this
time to use the title "chemist and druggist".

To trade or practise

as chemists and druggists it was only necessary to have experience
acquired usually by an apprenticeship under such a person.

Amendment of the 1875 Pharmacy Act

From its inception amendment of the 1875 -Act was clearly
necessary and in 1879 the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society
elected a committee to consider this matter.

The Amendment Committee
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duly presented their proposals, which were accepted at the annual
general meeting of the Society, in Octoberf1379•

The main theme,

included in these proposals, was the registration of chemists and
druggists as sellers of poisons and that such persons should he termed
"registered druggists".

This was the first occasion on which the term

"registered druggist" had been used, or proposed as a recognised
classification.

These proposals were sent to the Chief Secretary for

Ireland but failed to gain the attention of the Government.

Communications with the Privy Council

The members of the Council became more hopeful about the
amendment of the Act, when a letter was received from the Clerk of the
Privy Council, Dublin Castle, in 1383' ^ as follows:-

"A communication having been received from tine Lords of the
Privy Council in England stating that the question of the amendment
of the Pharmacy Act 1368 (a Great Britain Act which did not apply to
Ireland) is now under consideration.

I am desired to request that you

will move the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland to
acquaint me for the information of the Lords of the Council:-

(1) Y/hether the provisions of the Sale of Poisons (Ireland) Act
1370 so far as regards the sale of poisons to persons unknown
to the seller are generally observed in Ireland and if so
whether any inconvenience has been caused thereby.

(2) 'whether it is considered desirable that any alteration should
he made in the existing laws by the amendment of the Sale of
Poisons (Ireland) Act 1370 or the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1375-

In response to this letter, the Council carried out investigations
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on the sale of poisons and issued an official report in 1383.^ In
this, it was indicated that surveys had been carried out in seventeen
towns including Dublin, Belfast, Limerick, Omagh, Dungannon, Monaghan,
Maryborough, Mullingar and Atnlone.

It was established from these

surveys that whilst the provisions of Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870 were
generally observed by duly qualified pharmaceutical chemists and
apothecaries, the sale of poisons was largely carried on throughout
the country by traders such as chemists and druggists (unqualified
and not registered), grocers, ironmongers, seedsmen,

'huxters' shops,

etc and by these persons the provisions of the Act were generally
ignored.

The report also stated that except in Dublin, Naas and

Blessington, police authorities had not taken steps to ascertain if
the provisions of tne Act were being observed, and that no prosecutions
had been instituted by them in any part of the country.

Chemists and Druggists protest against the Society

The Associations of Chemists and Druggists protested against the
report and claimed that the widespread and uncontrolled sale of poisons
throughout the country resulted from the decision by the Pharmaceutical
Society, not to establish examinations for the chemists and druggists.
As a result of this decision, no register, for the chemists and
druggists, was maintained.

Further action was taken by the chemists and druggists when the
help of the Privy Council was sought, against certain regulations
made by the Society.

In their letter to the Privy Council, the

petitioners (Chemists and Druggists) stressed that the Act had
recognised them as competent to carry on a business for the sale of
poisons and that the Council of the Society had neglected them by not
making provisions for licensing the chemists and druggists.

In the
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petition, they also stressed that the examination introduced by the
Council, under the Act for the qualification of pharmaceutical
chemists, had superimposed a preliminary examination and apprenticeship,
neither of which was required by the Act.

The Chemists and Druggists

considered that these regulations deprived those trading as chemists
and druggists in 1875 of their rights, to present themselves at the
appointed examination for licence.

The petitioners therefore prayed

that the existing regulations should be amended by:-

(1) Having the existing dealers in poisons and drugs registered
under a new Act.

(2) Abolishing the preliminary examination.

(3) R ecognising the right of a registered pharmacist to keep open
shop for/or in partnership with an unqualified person.

Division within the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society

The problems associated with the decision relating to chemists
and druggists created divisions within the Council.

After

discussion, at a meeting in January, 1884, it was eventually agreed
that a deputation from the Council, consisting of J 3 Drunker I1A,
President, H N Draper PCS, Vice President, and Uessrs Allen, Collins,
Grindley, Hayes, Hodgson, Montgomery, Simpson and H J Fennel,
Registrar, should meet Mr G 0 Trevelyan, Chief Secretary for Ireland,
at Dublin Castle on the 8th of January, 1334, to again call his
attention to the state of the la?/ regulating the sale of poisons in
Ireland.

As a result of that meeting the special "Amendment" Committee of
the Society was instructed to prepare a written statement, which the

16?
Chief Secretary had requested, outlining the proposals for the
amendment of the 1876 Act.

Pharmaceutical Society's Proposals forAmendment of the Legislation

The following amendments were presented at a meeting of the Council
on 2nd April,1884^^ in the form of clauses as follows:-

Clause 1 referred to the right preserved by Section 31 of the
Pharmacy Act 1875 to Chemists and Druggists, practising when the Act
was passed on their own account as such in Ireland.
it the right to sell scheduled poisons.

This carried with

The Committee recommended

that the Society should be empowered to require all bona fide chemists
and druggists who had been in business on their own account on or
before 1st January, 1884, to apply to the Council to have their names
registered.

Such persons on the payment of a fee were to be styled

"Registered Druggists".

Clause 2 proposed that the Council should have the power to
examine and register such persons as "Registered Druggists".

This

clause was rejected by the Council.

Clause 3 recommended that it should be made unlawful for any
persons other than registered druggists, medical practitioners,
pharmaceutical chemists and apothecaries, to sell patent drugs or
poisons.

Clause 4 recommended that it should be made unlawful for any
registered druggist to keep open shop for the retailing, dispensing
or compounding of medical prescriptions.

Clause 5 recommended that an annual fee should be paid by all
registered druggists, and that a list of those who paid should he

forwarded to the Inspector of heights and Measures of each constabulary
district, who should prosecute enfringements of the law.

Clause 6 made certain recommendations for penalties for
enfringeraents.

Clause 7 recommended that the vvord "person" in Section 30 of the
Pharmacy (Ireland) Act should be made to apply to all persons or
association of persons keeping open shop and that each individual
should be required to be duly qualified.

Clause 8 recommended that in reference to the sale of patent and
proprietary medicines containing poisonous ingredients that the label
should specify the poisonous contents, and the quantity of same.

In

addition it was recommended that the word "Poison" and the name and
address of the first seller should be printed on the label.

Clause 9 recommended that a pharmaceutical chemist or apothecary
keeping more than one open shop for the sale of poisons or medical
prescriptions, should employ in the shop where he is not engaged, a
duly qualified parson.

Clause 10 recommended that the proprietors of shops for the sale
of poisons and compounding of prescriptions, should be obliged to
furnish an application, in writing, their names, addresses and
qualifications to the Registrar of the Pharmaceutical Society.

Copies of these recommendations were sent to the Chief Secretary
for Ireland and to the Irish Members of Parliament.

Lack of support for the Council

One year later, at the Annual General Meeting of the Society, held
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on 5th October, 1885, the President, Mr J E Brunker MA, reported that:

"They still had a defective law and a most apathetic clientele of
licentiates.

Last year they had fifty-two elected members; this year

they had only forty-seven.

Notwithstanding the promises made by the

Government in February 1883, nothing had been done in the way of
legislation as yet."

This state of affairs in Pharmacy in Ireland continued up to
1887, when it was finally recognised that the 1875 Pharmacy Act had
failed to effect the objectives for which it was enacted, and although
the Council of the Society did much in the way of prosecuting offenders
against the Act, it had not succeeded in effectively controlling the
sale of poisons, or to control other activities of the increasing
number of chemists and druggists.

Lord Milltown introduces a Bill

At the Annual General Meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society held
on 3rd October, 1887, the President reported that it was with regret
that Sir Michael Hicks Beach (Secretary for Ireland) had disappointed
the members of the Council by declining to receive a deputation
regarding amendment to the legislation during the year.

Instead he

(Sir M Hicks Beach) had suggested that such amendments should be
proposed by a private member of Parliament.

Consequently Lord

Milltown, who had taken a particular interest in Pharmaceutical
legislation on behalf of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain,
was approached and agreed to support a Bill on behalf of the Irish
Society.
(9)
A Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875 Amendment Billw' was eventually
introduced in the House of Lords in 1888.

The intent of this Bill
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was stated in the opening paragraph of the draft:-

"Whereas it is

expedient for the safety of the public that all chemists and druggists
should be registered, and that the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875 should
be amended."

The main objective of the amendment of the 1875 Bill was to
provide for registration of chemists and druggists who kept open shop
for the sale of poisons.

In the proposed Bill, for registration

purposes, these persons were divided into two categories:-

(a) Chemists and Druggists who practised, as such, on their own
account prior to the commencement of the 1375 Pharmacy Act.

(b) Chemists and Druggists who were practising as such on their
own account, and styling themselves as such, between the 11th
of August, 1875> and the 1st January, 1888.

In Category (a) provided that an application was accompanied by
a statutory declaration from two legally qualified medical practitioners,
and a fee paid, it was proposed that such person should be registered.
Candidates in category (b) in addition to fulfilling the above
conditions, were also required to pass an examination with respect to
their knowledge of the English language, arithmetic, elementary
chemistry and the appearance of and usual tests for the various drugs,
poisons or poisonous substances in general use.
were to be registered as "Druggists".

The persons concerned

Assistants and apprentices to

chemists and druggists in category (b) could also be registered as
such under similar conditions.

Before the Bill was presented to Parliament, the Belfast
Pharmaceutical Chemists' Association in January, 1888 sent a circular
to three hundred persons on the existing Pharmaceutical Register of the
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Pharmaceutical Society^^ informing them of the intention of the
Council to register, as termed by the Association, "illegal sellers
of poisons" throughout Ireland up to 1888, instead of only registering
bona-fide chemists and druggists trading as such in 1875» as was the
intention of the 1875 Act.

In the circular the Association claimed that, by introducing,
such legislation a large number of illegitimate traders using the
title "chemists and druggists" without qualifications would be "thrown
into the business, to the great danger of the public and the serious
injury of pharmaceutical chemists".

Consequently the licentiates who

received the circular were requested to intimate their agreement to
the suggestion "that only chemists and druggists or druggists trading
as such at the passing of the Act of 1875 and no others such be
registered".

As a result, the Association was in a position to inform

the Council of the Society that the majority of the licentiates
opposed the proposed legislation and respectfully suggested "that they
(the Council) proceed no further, in the meantime, with the proposed
Amendment Act but that they endeavour to enrol all licentiates, as
members of the Pharmaceutical Society.

The Council would then fully

represent their licentiates and united by common interests and cordial
sympathy, go forward harmoniously to secure such further legislation
as might be found necessary or desirable, confiding in the moral and
material support of their constituents to any well-considered measures
for the advance of pharmacy and the promotion of the interests of
those engaged in it."

V/hen Lord Miltown moved the second reading of the Bill he gave a
complete resume' of the position of pharmacy in Ireland to the House
and produced a petition of the King's and Queen's College of Physicians
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in Ireland, in favour of the Bill.

Lord Cadogan, the Lord Privy Seal, spoke on behalf of the
Government and informed the House, that they were without prejudice in
this matter.

Opposition to the Bill

After the publication of the draft of the Bill, it was subjected
to considerable criticism by some members of the Council of the Society
by certain sections of the licentiates of the Pharmaceutical Society
and especially by the chemists and druggists.

In fact, the events

which took place, during the progress of this Bill through Parliament,
produced the most turbulent period in the history of the Pharmaceutical
Society.

Some members of the Council, and other licentiates of the Society,
objected to any recognition for the chemists and druggists.

Reference

has already been made to such objection, even before the Bill reached
Parliament.

The Chemists and Druggists Associations, of both Belfast and
Dublin branches, protested vigorously against the Bill.

They considered

that s-

(a) the Bill was most unfair to chemists and druggists in the
light of their rights under the 1875 Actj

(b) that having regard to the undoubted intention of the principal
Act, to establish permanently two grades of persons to retail
poisons and having also regard to the requirements of the
country and interests of the public, they considered that the
Bill should provide for two qualified classes:
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(i)

Pharmaceutical Chemists entitled to dispense
prescriptions and sell poisons.

(ii)

Chemists and Druggists entitled to sell poisons hut not
to dispense prescriptions.

(c) Every facility should be given for chemists and druggists
holding the lower qualification to become candidates for
the higher examination (ie for pharraaoeutical chemists).

(d) The Bill, if successful would eventually mean the end of
the grade "chemist and druggist".
The Bill was committed to a Select Committee of the Kouse^^ of
Lords.

Bill considered by a Committee

The Select Committee of the House of Lords, considering the 1890
Amendment Pharmacy Bill, first met on 15th June, 1888.

Lords present

were the Earl of Milltown, Lord De Ros, Lord Foxford, Lord Chaworth
(Earl of Meath), Lord Lingen and Lord Basing.

The persons who

appeared before the Committee weres-

Mr W J Rankin, 173 New Lodge Road, Belfast - Honorary Secretary
of the North of Ireland Chemist and Druggist Association.

Mr Samuel Clotworthy, 15 Bridge Street, Belfast - a chemist and
druggist.

Mr Samuel Gibson, Mill Street, Belfast, who carried on a business
of a wholesale chemist and druggist.

Mr John H Shaw,

Chemist and Druggist.
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Mr Robert James Downes, Licentiate of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Ireland, 136 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin.

Mr James Edward Brunker,

President of the Pharmaceutical Society

of Ireland, 68 Grafton Street, Dublin.

Mr William Hayes, 12 Grafton Street, Dublin,

a Wholesale

Druggist and also a Pharmaceutical Chemist.

Mr William Nassau Allen, 49 Henry Street,
Chemist.

a Pharmaceutical

Past President, Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland (1886-

1987).

Mr Richard Brombridge, Secretary and Registrar of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain.

Objections by the North of Ireland Association of Chemists and Druggists

Because, in the northern province of Ireland, the number of chemists
and druggists had increased more than in other parts of the country,
their Association took a prominent part in opposing this Bill.

Their

opposition was conveyed to the Pharmaceutical Society, to members of
Parliament, and in their evidence given before the Select Committee of
the House of Lords (1888).

They stressed particularly two pointss-

(a) the continuity of the trade of chemists and druggists;

(b) their objection to the use of the proposed title of "registered
druggists".

On the first point, the Bill did not propose an examination whereby
assistants and apprentices could graduate as chemists and druggists.
The chemists and druggists of this Association stated

that during

consultations, before the 1875 Act was passed, it was determined that

175
there should be two grades - one lower than the other, as outlined in
Section 21 of the Act of l875»

"All persons desirous of being registered as pharmaceutical chemists
under the Act may at any such examination present themselves for
examination and they shall be examined with respect to their knowledge
of the Latin and English languages, of arithmetic, of botany, of materia
medica, of pharmaceutical and general chemistry, of practical pharmacy,
of the British Pharmacopoeia and of such other subjects as may from
time to time be prescribed by any regulations made in pursuance of this
Act and all persons desirous of being registered as chemists and
druggists under the Act may at any such examination present themselves
for examination and they shall be subjected to such a modified
examination with respect to their knowledge of the subjects as aforesaid
as may from time to time be prescribed by any regulations made in
pursuance of the Act."

These conditions, as applied to chemists and druggists, depended on
the decision of the Council, in determining whether to allow persons to
acquire such a title, under the provisions of Section 15 of the Act.
As already stated, the Council decided against such a grade.

The

chemists and druggists urged that the Bill should make it obligatory
for the Society to recognise their position.

They also considered that

the Bill would lower the status of their members who had been trading
for a number of years, to that of a registered druggist.

Although there

was decided opinion on the matter, the Association of Chemists and
Druggists did not press, in the proposed legislation, for the privilege
of dispensing medical prescriptions by their members.

Provisions in the Bill referred only to those employed as such
prior to 1875«

Thirteen years had since passed and the chemists and
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druggists considered that assistants and apprentices since employed or
in the future would be without recognition.

Without such persons, the

chemists and druggists could not continue.

In 1888 there were approximately two thousand chemists and druggists
in Ireland, of which three-quarters had commenced in business since 1875*
Of these some were referred to as illegimate traders using the title of
"chemist and druggist"^

Chemists and Druggists fail to Influence the House

The Bill emerged from the House of Lords, with little change and
provided, inter alia, that none but licentiates of the Pharmaceutical
Society or the Apothecaries* Hall should have the right to sell poisons.

Amendments which were made by the Committee extended the privilege
of becoming registered druggists (subject to the stated provisions) to
assistants and apprentices employed as such prior to the 1st of January,
1888, who had completed a term of service as such of not less than four
years.

All persona who would be registered as registered druggists,

it was proposed, could be elected associates of the Pharmaceutical
Society.

A new clause added by the Select Committee stated "that every
person practising as a registered druggist under the legislation shall
display conspicuously outside his place of business a notice in legible
characters, as follows:- "Not licensed to dispense or compound medical
prescriptions" and in default shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
one pound for every day during which such default shall continue".
This clause was the subject of unqualified condemnation by the chemists
and druggists.

The Bill, at this stage, was also not acclaimed by the

English Pharmaceutical Press which in one case described it as "a bad
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Bill unjust in principle, impracticable in many of its details and not
calculated to effect permanent good either to the Irish public or to
Irish pharmacists".

Bill Struck Out

The division between the Society and the chemists and druggists
on this Bill was so great, that progress of the Bill in Parliament
was greatly hindered.

Consequently, by the end of the session, it had

not reached the statute book and was struck out.

Representatives of both sides, who were in London during these
transactions, held conferences and as a result it appeared hopeful that
a Bill satisfactory to both could be introduced at the next session of
Parliament.

Chemists and Druggists take the Initiative

At a meeting of the Chemists and Druggists Association of Ireland
(Dublin Branch), it was reported that the Pharmaceutical Society had
repudiated agreements entered into in London in December 1888 and the

(12)

following resolution was passed:-'

'

"That having heard that the

Council of the Pharmaceutical Society is divided in opinion as to
terms of Bill agreed in London last December and that a majority of
its members are opposed to the registration of traders who have
commenced business since 1875 without examination, we are of opinion
that we are now free to introduce our Bill and to suggest such
alterations as we consider necessary in the interest of the trade and
that such amendments can be better agreed at a conference of Dublin
and Belfast committees.

7fe therefore invite the latter to send a

deputation to Dublin to discuss the entire question as soon as
possible."
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Copies of this resolution were sent to Sir James Haslett, of the
Chemists and Druggists Association (Belfast Branch) and Mr W J Rankin
(Secretary), following which the Belfast Branch approved of the
proposal and stated that they would work with the Dublin Branch either
by signing a joint memorial or by independent action.

A special meeting of the Council of the Society was held on May
13th, 1889, to consider a memorandum produced by the Law Committee of
the Council and representatives of the Chemists and Druggists
Association (both Belfast and Dublin branches), regarding a Pharmacy
Act Amendment Bill.

In this memorandum, amendments to the Bill, as

agreed in December 1888, were proposed.

These included the retention

of the title of "chemist and druggist" for a specific section of their
members in the proposed registers and recognition of assistants'
rights to present themselves for the examination of pharmaceutical
chemists.

At a subsequent meeting of the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society, members failed to reach a decision.

Considerable opposition

and disagreement within the Council on these matters caused the
President, Mr Brunker, and Vice President, Mr Draper, to resign.

The Chemists and Druggists Association (both North and South
Branches) subsequently had interviews with the Attorney General for
Ireland during which they expressed their wishes and requirements for
amendment of the legislation.

In this action, they were supported by

Mr Brunker, the ex-President of the Pharmaceutical Society, who also
prepared a memorandum on Irish Pharmaceutical Affairs since the 1875
Act, which was sent to the Attorney General.

In this Mr Brunker

strongly advocated, the establishment of two recognised grades,
namely "pharmaceutical chemists" and "chemists and druggists".
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In April 1890, the Pharmaceutical Society took legal action in
Belfast, against certain chemists and druggists.

In the court cases

which followed, the Society got judgnent against these chemists and
druggists, not only for compounding medical prescriptions (which was
undoubtedly an infringement of the law), but also for selling poisons
which, in the opinion of the Chemists and Druggists, was not so
clearly a legal offence.

This enraged the Chemists and Druggists,

who took certain action against the Society.

Immediately after these

convictions the Chemists and Druggists Association (Belfast Branch)
induced Mr Sexton and Mr Johnson, representatives of the two principal
Irish political parties at that time in Parliament, to bring a Bill
before the House which was,in general effect, similar to that which
had been previously agreed with the Dublin Branch of the Chemists and
Druggists Association and the Pharmaceutical Society.
Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875 Amendment Act 1890^^

This Bill, as described, was presented to the House of Commons on
May 14th, 1690.

The Council of the Pharmaceutical Society were greatly

disturbed by this action and at a special general meeting of the Society
held on May 29th, 1890, attended by pharmaceutical chemists from various
parts of the country, general opposition to the Bill was expressed.

A

circular expressing the opposition was sent to members of Parliament.

The second reading of the Bill took place in the House of Commons
May 21st, 1890, got into committee on June 11th, and eventually was
read a third time on July 3rd, 1890.

In the House of Commons, an opposition, described as little more
than formal, was offered by a Dr Fitzgerald on behalf of the
Pharmaceutical Society, whilst in the House of Lords, a more serious
attempt to modify its provisions was made by the Marquis of Waterford.
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The Bill was ultimately read a third time in the House of Lords
and received the Royal Assent on August 18th, 1890.

The main provisions of the Pharmacy Act 1875* Amendment Act 1890,
weres-

(a) Additional registers were to be made out and maintained for (l)
chemists and druggists and (2) Registered Druggists in Ireland.
Every chemist and druggist or chemist or druggist who was
practising as such in Ireland as a principal, at the passing
of the 1875 Act, was entitled to be registered provided that:-

(i)

Such persons made an application in writing to the

registrar within a year from the passing of the Act.

(ii)

Such an application was accompanied by a statutory

declaration as prescribed in the Act.

(iii) A prescribed fee was to be paid to the Society.

(b) Notwithstanding the reserved rights of Chemists and Druggists
under Section 31 of the 1875 Act, no person would be entitled
to keep open shop for the selling, retailing, or mixing of
poisons by reason that he was a chemist and druggist
practising as such in Ireland on his own account when the 1875
Act was passed unless he was a registered chemist and druggist
under this Act.

(c) Every chemist and druggist or chemist or druggist who had
commenced business as a principal, after the passing of the
1875 Act and before this Act was passed, 1890, was entitled to
be registered as a Druggist, provided that:-

(i)

An application was made within a specified date.
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(ii)

Such an application was accompanied by a statutory

declaration.

(iii) An examination was passed with respect to hie knowledge
of reading and writing, elementary arithmetic, the appearances
of poisons, drugs and chemical salts in common use and
knowledge of the Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870 (33-34 Vic C.26).

(d) Every Chemist and Druggist who went into business as such, as
a principal between the passing of the 1875 Act and the passing
of this Act and who had styled himself as such, provided that
he had passed the examination referred to (c) and complied
with the provisions already stated in (a), (b) and (c) would
be permitted to retain the title of "chemist and druggist".

Registration of Registered Druggists

Every person who had, or would have, completed a term of service
as apprentice or assistant of not less than four years to a
pharmaceutical chemist, or to a licentiate apothecary or to a person
who would have become or who had he or they survived or continued in
business, would have been entitled to become, under this Act, a
registered chemist and druggist or registered druggist, would be
entitled to be registered as a registered druggist on complying with
the following provisions:-

(i)

make an application in writing to the registrar, with a
statutory declaration, as to the above requirements.

(ii) pass an examination with respect to his knowledge of English,
orthography and composition, arithmetic, the weights and
measures of the British Pharmacopoeia, the appearance and
properties of the various drugs and chemicals in general use
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and the poisons (Ireland) Act 1870.

(e) Provisions were also included in the Act, as to the terms of
apprenticeship before a person could present himself for
examination for registration as (1) a registered druggist, or
(2) a pharmaceutical chemist (Section 10 of the Act).

(f) Registered chemists and druggists under this Act, subject to
the provisions of the 1875 Act were entitled to be elected as
associates of the Society under the title of associate
druggists.

Such associates were entitled to the same

privileges of voting for members of the Council and of
attending all meetings of the Society as members.

(g) Registered Chemists and Druggists, under the Act were entitled
to keep open shop for selling, retailing, or mixing of poisons,
provided that such premises were personally managed by the
owner.

In his absence he was entitled to employ for this

purpose a qualified assistant or manager who must be one of the
following:-

A registered chemist and druggist, a registered

druggist, a pharmaceutical chemist or licentiate apothecary.
Only a pharmaceutical chemist or licentiate apothecary was
entitled to keep an open shop for selling and retailing poisons
and for dispensing and compounding medical prescriptions.

Such

premises were to he managed or conducted by their owners, or
in their absence by persons holding such qualifications.

(h) The Act also included provisions for examination of assistants
to pharmaceutical chemists and such assistants after passing a
prescribed examination was entitled to transact the business
of a pharmaceutical chemist during his temporary absence but
was not entitled to keep open shop on his own account.
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With the passing of this Act, a long struggle between the
chemists and druggists and the licentiate pharmaceutical
chemists had come to an end and a new era for pharmacy in
Ireiand began.

Developments in the Practice of Thexpac^j ^B^p-^CO

As a result of the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875 Amendment Act 1890,
the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland's position changed from one
essentially weak both in numbers and finance to a much stronger one with
increased numbers, financial resources and influence.

The growth in numbers of persons on the various registers required
to be maintained under the new Act, and in the membership of the
Pharmaceutical Society up to the beginning of the twentieth century,
reflect the immediate success of the legislation and the activities of
the Society.

The first task undertaken by the Council was the

preparation &r registration of Chemists and Druggists and Druggists
who were practising as such, at the passing of the 1875 Pharmacy Act.
This was not without difficulties, because although specific directions
as to how this was to be done were included in the Amendment Act of
1890, the onus was placed on the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society,
to verify the statutory declaration made by applicants.

Since no legal definition of a Chemist and Druggist, or a Druggist
in practice, was given under the Amendment Act of 1890, it was in some
cases very difficult to decide who came under that designation.
Sometimes a Poisons Book, kept under the Act to regulate the sale of
Poisons in Ireland 1870 (33, 34 V C26) was used as collateral evidence
by applicants.

At a Council meeting of the Society held on 1st October,

1890, it was reported that the first applications for registration as
chemists and druggists, under the new Act, were Mr Thomas Boland,
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Ballinagh, Co Cavan, Mr James Clarke, Shercock, Co Cavan, Mr Henry
Naris, Killeshandra, Co Cavan, Mr Jamea McCasan, Killeahandra, Co
Cavan, Mr Daniel Brogan, Caatlepollard, Co Westmeath, Mr Joseph Holton,
Nenagh, Co Tipperary, and Mr Patrick Carroll, Dunleer, Co Louth.

By March 1891,

74

persons were registered under the new Act as

Chemists and Druggists without examination and were entitled to keep
open shop for the sale, retailing and mixing of poisons, but such
registration did not confer any right to compound medical prescriptions.
The total number of persons registered as chemist and druggist without
examination reached a final figure of 316 by 1892.

These were, in

accordance with the provisions of the Act, chemists and druggists
practising as such on their own account, when the principal Act was
passed in 1875*

Registered Druggist

This was a new classification introduced by the 1890 Amendment
Act, to pharmacy in Ireland.

There was no equivalent grade

elsewhere in the British Isles.

used

Under the amended Act, as already

stated, druggists or chemists and druggists, who had gone into business
as a principal after the passing of the 1875 Act and before the 1890
Act

and who had been successfully examined with respect to their

knowledge of reading and writing, elementary aritlimetic and the
appearance of the poisons, drugs and chemical salts in common use, were
entitled to be registered as a druggist under the new Act.

If such a

person could claim and make a statutory declaration to the effect that
he had previously styled himself as a "chemist and druggist", he was
entitled to retain this title under the 1890 Act.

Consequently,

Registered Druggists appear in the records of the Society under two
categories, as follows:-
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By examination -

Registered as Chemists and Druggists (under Section ^ of
1890 Act).

Registered as Registered Druggists(under Sections 7 and 8 of
1890 Act).

Registered Druggists were entitled to be elected as associates
of the Pharmaceutical Society.

By March 1891, 35 persons had become registered Druggists by
examination, of which 31 were registered as "Chemists and Druggists"
and 4 as "registered Druggists".

7/ithin one year, these numbers had

increased to a total of 245 registered Druggists (77 registered as
Chemists and Druggists, 168 as Registered Druggists).

By 1899,

there was a total of 474 registered Druggists, of which 78 were
registered as Chemists and Druggists.

Assistants to Pharmaceutical Chemists

Under the 1890 Act, the Council of the Society was empowered to
hold examinations for the qualification of assistants to pharmaceutical
chemists.

By Order in Council of 15th September, 1891, regulations for

the examination of such assistants were passed.
examination were:-

The subjects for

Prescription Reading, Practical Dispensing,

Materia Medica and Quality of Specimens and Pharmacy.

The candidates

were also examined in the Sale of Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870.

Compounders and Dispensers

Every opportunity during this era was taken by the Council to
uphold and extend the interests of pharmacy and pharmacists.

For

example, as already stated, for a long time compounders of medicine

186
and dispensers for poor law institutions (workhouses and dispensaries)
and other appointments had been held by apothecaries.

The attention of

the Local Government Board for Ireland was again drawn to the
qualification of pharmaceutical chemists in relation to such appointments,
where the compounding of medicines and prescriptions was required
separately from prescribing in District Lunatic Asylums, County Gaols,
Workhouses and Dispensaries.

Prosecutions were made against offenders of the Pharmacy Act.

They

generally related to illegal dispensing of prescriptions by registered
chemists and druggist and druggists, to the use of titles, such as
"Dispensing Chemist" contrary to the provisions of the Act and illegal
sale of poisons.

An unsuccessful attempt to erase a name from the register of
chemists and druggists in 1895

(15)

was indictative of the development

of a professional code of conduct within the Pharmaceutical Society.
In this case a registered chemist and druggist, who had two previous
convictions for illegal compounding of prescriptions, was brought to
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council of Ireland sitting at
Dublin Castle.

The Committee consisted of Lord Ashbourne, Chancellor

of Ireland (President) and the Vice-Chancellor, Mr Charles Hemphill QC,
the Sari of Belmore, Alderman Meade, Judge Warren, Mr Henry Breen,
Lord Justice Barry, Mr J. Trant Hamilton, Mr Justice O'Brien, Mr Justice
Johnson, Mr Justice Holmes, Mr Justice Gibson and Mr T A Dickson.

This

case was brought under the provisions of Section 35 of the Pharmacy
Act (Ireland) 1875*

Counter Prescribing

An interesting statement on counter prescribing was made by the
President of the Society at a Council on 6th May, 1396.

This arose
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from an inquest on a child in Dublin, who had been given some medicine
prescribed by a pharmaceutical chemist.
had died from natural causes.

The verdict was that the child

In the course of the proceedings, the

pharmacist was asked if his licence qualified him to prescribe.

To

this he replied that it did not but that he had served his time with
a qualified medical man, namely his father, who kept a medical hall.
The Coroner made a statement to the effect that it was a habit of
pharmaceutical chemists in Dublin to prescribe.
considerable publicity in a daily press.
replied:

This was given

To this the President

"He was sure that he expressed the opinion of his colleagues

when he said that they had no right to engage in counter prescribing
and had no sympathy with it.
the medical men in Dublin

They had no excuse for it in Dublin as

did not make up their own medicines, but

wrote prescriptions and left the compounding to the chemist".

This

statement was of interest because it indicated at least the President's
identification of a professional role for pharmacists, in a situation
when only 21 years previously (before 1875) apothecaries who dispensed
prescriptions, were also medical practitioners.

Companies and the Pharmacy Act

In Great Britain, the Pharmaceutical Society, since its inception,
had been concerned with the activities of Limited Companies in pharmacy.
This, the Society considered, endangered the public, since such
activities could be carried on without the direct involvement or
supervision of the qualified individual.

The Society also considered

that by acting under the Companies' Act, certain provisions of the
Pharmacy Act could be evaded.

The decision given in 1880 by the House

of Lords, after considering the case of "The Pharmaceutical Society
The London and Provincial Supply Association", which indicated that

V
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Limited Companies in Great Britain could use titles such as
pharmaceutical chemist or chemist and druggist, made the position more
difficult for the Pharmaceutical Society.

It had been assumed,

previous to this case, that such titles had been restricted to personal
use by the Pharmacy Act of 1868.

This decision resulted in an increase

in the number of such companies, selling an increasing variety of
proprietary medicines.

In Ireland, Limited Companies in pharmacy

not operate on the same scale as in Great Britain
main governed by the economics of the country.

did

a factor in the

In the larger centres,

such as Dublin, Belfast and Cork, some of the historic pharmacies did
form Limited Companies.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland

in various ways opposed

Company Pharmacy, which was considered against the best interests of
pharmacy.

Representation was made by the Registrar of the Society to

the Registrar of Joint-Stock Companies in Dublin (24th January, 1898),
that companies had been incorporated and registered for purposes which
the individual members of the Corporation were disqualified by law to
engage in, ie for keeping open shops for the retailing, dispensing or
compounding of poisons within the meaning of the Irish Pharmacy Act
and requesting that such registrations be cancelled.

The Registrar of

Joint-Stock Companies in reply, informed the Society that such Companies
as had been named by the Society, were registered in accordance with the
Companies Act and it was outside his province to take any action in the
direction mentioned by the Society.

A further attempt, without success, was made by the President of
the Society, to a Committee of the House of Lords on the Companies Acts'
Amendment Bill (4th March, 1398), to have a clause inserted in the
legislation that "No Company may be registered to do acts for which a
course of education and examination are required to qualify, unless
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each member of the Company is qualified".

The failure of the Society

in this matter had a pronounced effect in subsequent years on the
practice of pharmacy as a profession.

Pharmaceutical Apprentices and Limited Companies

An important decision was given on 5th January, I896, in the
Queen's Division of the High Court, Dublin, in the case "Cleeland

7

(*16)

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland",

' which had a bearing on

pharmacy carried on by Limited Companies.

Cleeland was apprenticed to Mr Pring, a pharmaceutical chemist
in Belfast, on 11th January, 1884.

Mr Pring carried on a

pharmaceutical business under the name of Grattan & Co, which
subsequently became a Limited Company.

Cleeland continued his

apprenticeship with the Limited Company for six years.

In 1390 he

became an assistant of the Company for a further five years.

He

passed the Preliminary Examination and then, having completed a service
far exceeding the prescribed period for apprenticeship, asked the
Council of the Society to admit him to the Pinal Examination, tendering
the following declaration:

"I, Thomas Green, hereby declare that

R. H. Cleeland has completed with me in the employment of the Limited
Company, having its registered office in Belfast, of which I am a
member and which is a firm of legally qualified pharmaceutical
chemists, a full terra of six years ending 1st January, 1895» as
assistant and I further declare that the said firm kept open shop for
the sale of poisons and compounding of raedioal prescriptions at the
said place, during said period and that said R. H. Cleeland spent his
business day in our employment."

Mr Green, who was a registered

pharmaceutical chemist, was the manager of the Company.
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The Pharmaceutical Society refused Cleeland admission to the
Pinal Examination, and as indicated, contested the case on principle.
The Society maintained that the declaration did not state that Mr
Cleeland had served with and in the sole employment of Mr Green, the
pharmaceutical chemist who signed it, or of a firm of legally qualified
pharmaceutical chemists of vvhich he was a member, which was contrary
to Regulations.

(17)

The Company consisted of eleven persons:

three

ladies, a clergyman, five male persons of no specified occupation,
two registered pharmaceutical chemists (including Mr Green, the
Manager).

The Society's regulations stated that candidates for the

Final Examination must have been in the service of a pharmaceutical
chemist, registered chemist and druggist of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Great Britain or apothecary or of a firm of such legally qualified
persons.

The first question for the Judges of the Court to consider was
whether this regulation was a valid one and if so, whether the Company
could be legally regarded as a "firm", as specified in the regulation.

This case, into which the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland had
entered with what had been described as "the champions of company
pharmacy", produced the keenest arguments in the annals of
pharmaceutical history.

On the first question, the Court reluctantly came to the conclusion
that the regulation had been approved by the then Council of the Society
and submitted to Parliament and therefore had the full force of a
statute, although one judge of the Court considered that the regulation
was in direct contradiction to the meaning of the Act which authorised
it
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On the second point, the validity of the regulation being
admitted, the Court was unable to recognise the company as a "firm",
as specified, and it was quite clear that it was not a firm of qualified
persons.

As a result of this judgment, an apprenticeship with a company
could not be counted as any part of the period necessarily
preliminary to examinations.

An additional important direction from the Court gave Mr Cleeland
a conditional order for a mandamus, to compel the Pharmaceutical
Society to admit him to the examination
pharmaceutical chemist.

for their licence as a

This presented the Council with considerable

problems in dealing with Mr Cleeland's position, and others who had
completed an apprenticeship under similar conditions.

These were

twelve in number, eight additional persons from Grattan's (Belfast)
and the remainder from other parts of the country.

The apparent

success gained by the Society in this case was short lived, because
in a case which followed within months (The Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland

V

Boyd), in which the Society challenged the right of a

limited liability company to trade as a pharmaceutical chemist
judgment had been against them.

The Judges in this case felt bound

by the decision in the House of Lords of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Great Britain

V

London and Provincial Supply Association.

The

Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland continued to oppose the participation
of limited companies in pharmacy, but unfortunately from a professional
point of view, without success.

Associations of Chemists and Druggists Continue

As noted, in Ireland associations of chemists and druggists,
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formed particularly in the latter part of the 19th century, played
a considerable part in the development of a pharmaceutical profession.
The actions of a northern branch based in Belfast, with a southern
branch of such an association, before and during the passing of the
Pharmacy Act (Ireland) Amendment Act 1890, has been recorded as a
notable part of pharmaceutical history.

On 22nd December, 1891, Sir James H Haslett presided at a
meeting of the northern branch to consider the question of the basis
on which the association should be continued.

The object of its

formation (the passing of the Amendment Act in 1890) being accomplished,
it was decided that the Association should continue under the same name.
This Association continued to uphold the interests of the chemists and
druggists in various ways, including their representation on the Council
of the Pharmaceutical Society.

Other associations, such as the Ulster

Pharmaceutical Association in the North and the Pharmaceutical Chemists'
and Apothecaries Assistants' Association based in Dublin, promoted
meetings where lectures and papers related

to scientific and other

subjects related to pharmacy were given.

Inference - 1890 Amendment Pharmacy Act

By the end of the 19th century, the 1890 Amendment Pharmacy Act
had procured success and advancement in Irish pharmacy.

It enabled

the growth of the Pharmaceutical Society to take place, by which an
improved standard of education and examination schemes for
pharmaceutical chemists was achieved.

It also provided a means by

which chemists and druggists and druggists were registered and to some
extent provided some means for their education.

By its introduction

the beginning of effective enforcement of legislation as related to
the sale of poisons and dispensing of prescriptions was possible.
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The beneficial influence on the practice of pharmacy of the 1890 Act
would have undoubtedly raised it to a much higher level but for the
competitive trading wliich was introduced during this period,
particularly associated with medicines.

This allowed the business

men to exploit pharmacy as a dividend-earning venture.

On the other

hand, at the end of this century, the establishment of limited
companies in pharmaceutical practice wliich had, in the larger towns,
been as successful in Ireland as in Great Britain, was an inhibiting
factor to professional development.
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(31 G«o. III.

C.34.)

(1)

Apothecaries' Act, 1791•

(2)

Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870.

(3)

Chemist and Druggist, 1883, July 14th, 326.

(4)

Rankin, W.J.

(33 and 34, Viet. 26.)

Evidence to the Select Committee of the House of

Lords, 1888.

( 5)

Chemist and Druggist, 1889, February 2nd, 157*

(6)

Meeting of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society,
7th February, 1883.

(7)

Meeting of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society,
7th March, 1883.

(8)

Meeting of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society,
2nd April, I884.

(9 )

A Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875*

Amendment Bill introduced in

the House of Lords, 1888.

(10)

Chemist and Druggist, 1888, February 4th, 146.

(11)

Select Committee of the House of lords on Pharmacy Act (Ireland)
1875*

Amendment Bill, 18th June, 1888.

(12)

Rankin, W.J.

(13)

Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875*
(53 and 54.

(14)

Evidence to above Committee.

Viet. C.48.)

Amendment Act, 1890.

See Appendix I.I.

Statistics from the Registers of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland, 1890-1920.

See Appendix I.II.
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(15)

Legal Reports.

Chemist and Druggist, 1895> November 9th, 691.

(16)

Irish Law Reports, 1896.

(17)

Regulations by order of the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society, 21st January, 1884.

Mended by Order of 29th November,

1890.

Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Treasurers and other
Officers of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.
See Appendix: I,III.
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CHAPTER
PHARMACY

-

X

THE PUBLIC AND THE LAW, 1900-1920

At the beginning of the century, the state of the registers

then

maintained by the Pharmaceutical Society were as follows

1900

J221

Pharmaceutical Chemists

610

643

Increase

of 33

Chemists and Druggists

289

279

Decrease

of 10

Registered Druggists

473

492

Increase

of 19

37

46

Increase

of 9

1,409

1,460

Pharmaceutical Assistants

This was indicative of the success of the work of the Council of the
Society, and the practice of pharmacy throughout the country by
qualified and registered persons

seemed within reach.

Work of the Pharmaceutical Society continues to advance

The Society continued in all possible ways to advance their
professional interests.

In 1901, at the annual general meeting of the

Pharmaceutical Society a resolution was passed, to oppose "company
pharmacy", which had continued to develop in Ireland, by promoting the
sale of patent medicines at low costs.

This resolution was as follows

"That the following clause be added to the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) for
the protection of the public and of duly qualified pharmaceutical
chemists in Ireland:

That no person or persons be permitted to keep

open shop for the compounding or dispensing of physicians' or surgeons'
prescriptions unless they be trained and educated and have passed a
qualifying examination according to Act of Parliament for so doing."
This action by the Pharmaceutical Society was widely acclaimed, as
were others carried out by the Society to promote pharmacy.

For
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example, in reference to the privileges accorded to Pharmaceutical
licentiates in British Colonies, a circular from the Colonial Office,
which had been issued to the Colonial Administrators in April 1900,
was read at a council meeting of the Society on September 4th, 1901.
This circular omitted to include Irish Pharmacists.
The President of the Society sent the following letter to the
Colonial Office:"Sir:

I have the honour to inform you that my attention has been

called to the fact that in various British Colonies privileges which
are accorded to British pharmacists are not extended to Irish
Pharmacists.

I am not aware of any justification for this

discrimination.

It appears, indeed, to have had its origin in

overlooking the fact that the Imperial Pharmacy Act I860 applies only
to Great Britain, separate provision being made for Ireland by the
Pharmacy (Ireland) Act 1875
Act 1890.

the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) Amendment

Should the Pharmacy Law of any of the colonies under your

government not treat Irish pharmacists as equally entitled to
recognition with British Pharmacists?

I shall be glad if when any

modification of it is under consideration, the claims of Irish
pharmacists to equal privileges can be borne in mind."
The Council was later informed from the Colonial Office that in
replies received to this circular, no discrimination in the laws
relating to the practice of pharmacy was made between British and
Irish Pharmacists in the following colonies:-

Canada, Victoria,

Qpeensland, New Zealand, Fiji, the Bahamas, Jamaica, Trinidad,
Barbados, Granada, St Vincent, St Lucia, the Leeward Island, the Cape
of Good Hope, Southern Rhodesia, Natal, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Malta,
Mauritius, the Seychelles and the Straits Settlements.

As to New South
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Wales, South Australia and Tasmania, the Governments of these colonies
were prepared to enter into reciprocal arrangements with the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland for the mutual recognition of
certificates.

It did not appear that Bermuda, British New Guinea, the

Falkland Islands* Ceylon and Hong Kong had any laws relating to the
qualification of pharmaceutical chemists, whilst in Cyprus, the Gold
Coast and Lagos, the laws did not distinguish between Irish and
British pharmaceutical chemists.
Pharmaceutical Society's Interests in Hospitals and Institutions
Reference has already been made to the building of hospitals and
infirmaries, which was possible through grants made under an Act of
1756.

By the early nineteenth century, additional voluntary hospitals

had been established.

These were associated with medical teaching

facilities, in the larger centres.

The development of the workhouses,

as described before, provided certain hospital facilities in other
parts of the country, not as a result of deliberate policy but as an
adjunct to a service for the maintenance of the able-bodied destitutes.
Examples of hospitals built and medical teaching facilities
provided in the early nineteenth century were:1804 - Dublin Cow Pock Institution opened.
1826 - Coombe Hospital, Dublin, opened.
1845 - Qpeen’s Colleges founded in Cork, Belfast and Galway
(later changed to Queen's University, 1850).
1855 - Foundation of the Catholic University Medical School.
1883 - Mater Infirmorum (Belfast).
1815 - General Hospital (Frederick Street, Belfast; later
became Royal Victoria Hospital).
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By the beginning of the twentieth century hospital services were
reasonably well distributed throughout the country.

The practice of

pharraacy, as related to dispensing or preparation of medicines, within
these institutions
pharmacists.

was not generally at this time provided by

This duty was

usually performed by a variety of

individuals, in accordance with local circumstances, under the
direction of medical officers.

In some of the larger hospitals or

institutions, dispensers were employed.

The Local Government Board for Ireland, under the Medical
Charities Acts, issued general rules for the Government of Dispensing
Districts.

These included workhouses and dispensaries, and the rules

were for the guidance of Boards of Guardians, Committees of Management
and Officers.

In these rules and regulations, instructions were

included for the purchase and maintenance of records, of medicines,
and Medical or Surgical Appliances.

The Local Government Board

published lists of authorised medicines and appliances.

If a medical

officer wished to use any medicine or appliance not on the authorised
list, a special requisition was required, in which the officer had to
state fully the circumstances which were considered "to render the
requisition necessary".

The instruction for a contract for obtaining leeches is of
interest.

"Y/ith a view to render leeches as efficacious as possible

for Dispensary Use, as well as on the ground of economy, the Local
Board of Government recommend, for the consideration of the Board of
Guardians, the propriety of contracting for the supply of leeches,
whenever practicable, with some Apothecary or Druggist, residing in
the Union from whom they could be procured without much delay and at
such times as they may be required."
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(1')

Compounder of Medicinesv

In a publication of such rules and regulations (1902) the
qualifications of a compounder of medicines recommended for appointment
by the Guardians for the services of any Dispensing District were:-

(i)

"He shall have obtained the Licence of the Apothecaries'
Hall, Dublin, or from the Society of Apothecaries', London,
or a certificate of competency to compound medical prescriptions
from the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain or of Ireland.

(ii) He shall have reached the age of twenty-one years".

The Council of the Pharmaceutical Society was aware of the
situation regarding dispensing in hospitals and institutions.

In

acceptance of their responsibility for the proper carrying out of the
Pharmacy Acts and in the safeguarding of the public in the dispensing
of medicines, they issued a circular to the hospital authorities.

In this

circular the attention of the Boards was drawn to the importance of
having all compounding and dispensing of medicines carried on by duly
qualified pharmaceutical chemists or licentiates of the Apothecaries'
Hall.

Continuing the circular stated: "The Council regret to know

that the practice exists in many hospitals of having medicines
compounded by students, nurses, or other unqualified persons, and
that regrettable accidents have been the result.

The Council also

point out the extreme danger which attends the practice of supplying
poisonous liniments and other medicines for external use, containing
virulent poisons, in whisky, porter, mineral-water, and other beverage
bottles, by hospitals or public dispensaries, and as such a practice
is dangerous to the public health, the Council trust that steps may
be taken to arrange for the use of special poison bottles."

(2)
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This brought many letters of protest from hospitals in the
Dublin area and a letter from the Local Government Board for Ireland
in which it was pointed out that the Board did not sanction any such
practices in any of the institutions under their control.

The Board

also intimated that in accordance with Article 16 of the Local
Government Board's General Rules for the government of dispensary
districts that the qualification of every compounder of medicine,
appointed by the Board of Guardians of any dispensary, district must
be either the holder of the licence Apothecaries' Hall, Dublin, or
from the Society of Apothecaries, London, or a certificate of
competency to compound medical prescriptions from the Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain or of Ireland.

It is of interest to note that a comment on this matter published
in the Medical Press April 2nd, 1902, commended the Council of the
Pharmaceutical Society for "having performed a very proper duty in
calling attention to these errors which had been allowed to persist
in some hospitals from one generation to another."

Analysis of Drugs in Institutions

In addition to the qualification of compounders in workhouses,
the Local Board for Ireland issued instructions for analysis of drugs
used in these institutions.

In the annual report of this body for

1903 it is stated that "the arrangements made for analysis of the drug

samples worked out satisfactorily during the year.
analyst

The duties of the

have been carefully performed and their certificates much

more promptly furnished than in previous years.

The schedule of

suggested standards for pharmaceutical preparations has been
favourably received as being sound in principle and in accordance with
practical experience.

The number of samples of drugs analysed during
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the year was 9*868.

Of the samples 3-73 per cent were found to be

more or less below standard, but in most instances the deficiency was
slight.

The medicine contractors have, speaking generally, carried

out their contracts satisfactorily."

Circumstances which influenced legislation

During the first decade of the twentieth century there were
various attempts in Great Britain to amend legislation relating to the
practice of pharmacy.

In these, the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland

had not been directly involved except with that related to the sale of
certain poisonous substances.

These substances were agricultural and

horticultural products containing poisons, particularly those
containing arsenic, tobacco or the alkalies of tobacco.

For several

years in Great Britain, there had been considerable pressure on the
government by various agricultural organisations to amend the Pharmacy
Acts, so that these substances could be sold by licensed traders,
other than pharmaceutical chemists and chemists and druggists.

In Ireland, after a prosecution against a trader, under the
Pharraacy Acts, for the illegal sale of sheep-dips containing arsenic
in the town of Ballinasloe in 1903^^ it was reported that the
Ballinasloe Urban and Rural Councils had passed the following
resolution:-

"We are firmly convinced that if the sale of sheep-dip

is in any way limited and not to be had conveniently from them who had
been selling it heretofore, small sheep breeders in particular will
find it inconvenient to send long distances for dip and neglect
dipping and the terrible plague of sheep scall or its contagion will
spread and ruin the one source of profit now in the cotintry.

Therefore

we feel it our bounden duty, representing our town, where the largest
sheep fair in the world is held, to bring this serious matter before
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the Cattle Traders' Association and the public in general.

Yfe may

add we never hear of accidents or danger in this district where the
dip has been most largely used."

The Cattle Traders' Association, in support of this resolution
sent to them, urged the Department of Agriculture to have an Order in
Council passed, to enable trades other than chemists to sell sheepdips containing poisons.

Similar opinions were expressed throughout

the country, particularly from rural districts.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland opposed these demands by
the farming community and in reply, pointed out that the Pharmacy
Amendment Act of 1890 had been passed to provide a grade called
registered druggists.

This grade was specially brought into existence

to sell sheep-dips and other poisons used by farmers.

On the register

of the Society there were at this time 1,391 persons qualified to keep
open shop for the sale of poisons, as well as a number of apothecaries.
All the towns were then well supplied with facilities for obtaining
sheep-dips and cattle medicines.

Indeed there were few villages in

Ireland that had not one or more qualified persons legally entitled
to sell poisons.

Y/ider Outlets for the Sale of certain Poisons

Protests by various bodies continued to be made throughout the
British Isles, for the introduction of the sale of certain poisonous
substances, used mainly for agricultural purposes, by traders other
than by pharmacists.

This marked the introduction of new factors,

which had considerable effects on those who practised pharmacy in
subsequent years.

The Pharmaceutical Society considered that the introduction of
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legislation to permit the sale of poisonous substances by other trades,
was a retrograde step, and a probable return to the indiscriminate sale
of poisons, against which there had been, for a long time, a continuous
public outcry.

A New Bill introduced

These demands
poisons eventually

for wider outlets

for the sale of agricultural

influenced the introduction of a Bill to the House

of Lords in 1906, which was intended to apply mainly to Great Britain.
However, its extension to Ireland was also urged.

The Pharmaceutical

Society of Ireland was determined to defeat the extension of any part
of this legislation to Ireland.

To achieve this end, it was reported

at a meeting of the Council of the Society on April 4th, 1906, that
the President (Dr Walsh) and a member of the Council (Mr V/’ F Wells)
had visited London to lobby members of Parliament.

To present their

case, the deputation met the Marquis of Hamilton, Marquis of
Londonderry-, Lord Donoughmore, and the Earl of Crewe, Lord President
of the Council, and later reported to their Society that they had
obtained support for the introduction of an amendment to the Bill.

Later during the debates on the Bill in Parliament, a second
visit was made by Dr J A Walsh and on this occasion he was joined by
Mr William Jamison, President of the Chemists and Druggists Society
of Ireland and Mr Samuel Gibson, Secretary, both from Belfast.

During

this visit thirty members of the Nationalist party, seven Irish
Unionists, and three English members were interviewed, and agreed to
support the Society in its endeavours.

The Bill, in subsequent

debates in both Houses of Parliament met considerable opposition and
was withdrawn on 13th June, 1906.

A modified Bill was reintroduced to the House of Commons on
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25th February, 1907*

Two controversal issues in the first Bill

were

omitted, one of which included the extension of specific sections to
Ireland.

During the debates in Parliament, this was reintroduced.

A 1.1a,jor Issue

The Council of the Society considered that the introducing of
such legislation

was contrary to the principles of the Pharmacy Acts

and was of considerable importance

to their future.

Their protests

were thus continued with vigour against the Bill, and the reasons for
such action

outlined as follows

"(a) Great confusion would arise owing to the difference in the
respective Acts of Parliament for Great Britain and Ireland and the
difference in the existing grades, eg a chemist and druggist in Great
Britain may do everything that a pharmaceutical chemist may do,
whereas a chemist and druggist in Ireland may only deal in poisons
and not compound prescriptions.

(b) It would be a disadvantage to the community at large as the
introduction of another grade could prevent qualified sellers of
poisons, for economic reasons, from operating in towns and districts,
where these registered sellers of agricultural and horticultural
poisons were already established.

(c) The proposed Bill would annul the intentions of the Pharmacy
Acts, as no person would think of serving an apprenticeship and passing
the examination to become a registered druggist v/hen he could practically
obtain the same privileges without examination.

(d) That whereas a Departmental Committee held a full inquiry
(1901) as to the necessity for the proposed new grade as regards Great
Britain, no such inquiry was held in reference to Ireland, where the
conditions are totally different.

That even at the present Joint
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Committee (of Parliament) we were not allowed to make any direct
statement or give our evidence to rebut the evidence given by the
witness for the Cattle Traders' Association or the Department for
Agriculture.

(e) That the Pharmacy Amendment Act of 1890 created in Ireland a
grade of dealers in poisons only, whose interests and rights under
that Act would be practically confiscated without compensation.

(f) That the Council have received opinions from all over Ireland
expressing the strongest objection to the proposed change in the •
handling of poisons by inexperienced and irresponsible persons'.'
The Bill succeeded and was placed on the Statute Book on 21st December,
1908, as an Act to regulate the sale of certain Poisonous Substances
and to amend the Pharmacy Acts.

(5)
'

Certain sections (two, five and seven) only of this Act applied
to Ireland.

The provisions in these sections, permitted the sale of

poisonous substances, containing arsenic, tobacco or the alkaloids
of tobacco which were used exclusively in agriculture or horticulture,
by persons, duly licensed by a local authority, other than
pharmaceutical chemists or registered druggists.

Section 7 of the

Act, made provision for the continuation of a business, on the death
of a chemist and druggist or registered druggist in Ireland.
inclusion of this section

The

arose through pressure exerted by the

Chemists and Druggists Society of the northern province, which had
been advocating such reform for some time, to resolve their difficulties.

This Act was an interesting example of influences concerned with
economic and business affairs, overriding the opinions of a statutory
body, the Pharmaceutical Society, which had been created among other
reasons to protect the public from the dangers associated with the

20?

illegal sale of poisons by unregistered and uninformed traders.

The

provisions of the sale of certain poisonous substances by licensed
traders had been thrust upon the iharmaceutical Society, largely by
the influence of the Irish Department of Agriculture.

There was certain

evidence, as recorded in the proceedings of the Council, that some
English manufacturers of sheep-dip, containing poisons, had also
exerted considerable pressure on the authorities.
Comment on the 1908 Act
The President, Sir William Baxter JP,DL, at the Annual Meeting of
the Pharmaceutical Society on October 2nd, 1911> summed up the position
as follows:-

"And now gentlemen, I cannot help saying that we have now

on our Register 1,758 names , of which 1,015 of them are qualified to
fill medical prescriptions and 743 to sell poisons (as registered
druggists).

These are scattered over every county in Ireland and form

a band of men who can, without any addition of County Council
•makeshifts’ (registered traders under 1908 Act) supply the wants of
every city, town or village or farmers' homestead with every article of
a poisonous nature required.

I consider it was an injustice to these

men who were compelled by Government to pass a course of examinations,
to take the very means of livelihood from them and give them to those
who were outside the Register and who never complied with the legal
restrictions which are enforced on the more intelligent and law-abiding
licentiates of our Society."
Pharmacy and the National Health Insurance Act 1911
In 1911, the National Health Insurance Act, introduced by Lloyd
George, provided for insurance against ill-health, for prevention and
cure of sickness and for insurance against unemployment.

Before that
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date, Friendly Societies and Trade Unions offered certain similar
benefits, and advantage was taken of this, when it was arranged through
the 1911 Act that these agencies would collect contributions and
distribute sickness and disablement benefits.

The provisions of the

Act applied only to part of the populations, which in 1911 included
persons employed by way of manual labour with earnings of less than
£l60 per year.

Benefits under the Act for insured persons

medical treatment and attendance.

included

The supply of medicines and medical

and surgical appliances was part of the medical benefits.

Medical attention was to be provided by medical practitioners
who had agreed to attend and treat insured persons.

With certain

necessary exceptions, it was the duty of the doctor to prescribe and
the patient in turn could select any pharmacist on a list to dispense
and supply the medicines or medical and surgical appliances.

This

provision for proper and universal medical attention, for an allowance
during sickness and fox' payment during disablement was anticipated to
strike an effective blow at poverty and at all the ills associated
with poverty.

Its effect on. the medical profession was a matter of

much speculation in 1911> and the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Britain expressed concern about its affect on the pharmaceutical
profession.

Dispensary Schemes providing Medicines

Y/hen the legislation was being considered in Parliament, the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, was also concerned about the
effects of the legislation on the practice of pharmacy and, as a
consequence, protested against its extension to Ireland.

In support

of this protest, the Society claimed that the network of dispensaries
which existed throughout the country already provided the poorer
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members of the community with medical attention and treatment.

At

that time there were 310 such dispensaries with a district of, on
average, 25,723 acres, attached to each dispensary.

Eight hundred

and ten doctors were employed under the Medical Charities Act for
providing this medical attention.

These doctors, within the dispensary

service, also provided the medicines for the patients receiving medical
care.

Act not appropriate to the needs

In the protest, the Society was joined by the Irish College of
Physicians and the Roman Catholic hierarchy in Ireland.At an
important meeting at Maymouth the latter passed a resolution
requesting "the Chancellor of the Exchequer not to extend the Bill
(National Insurance) to Ireland but to set aside the state contribution
necessary for financing the scheme to the credit of Ireland, for an
insurance scheme to be specially devised for the needs of Ireland".
Their proposal was based on the statement that while the benefits of
the Bill to England and Wales, where 78 per cent of the inhabitants
were urban and only 22 per cent rural, might be considerable, the
provisions of the Bill would not be suitable for a country like
Ireland, where 28 per cent were urban and 72 per cent rural.

Of this

population an additional factor was that only a mere fraction of either
urban or rural were wage earners,

the

considerable majority being

workers on their own account, such as farmers or shopkeepers, who
neither received nor paid wages.

The small farmers with their wives

and children could already obtain free medical attention and medicines
through the dispensing system which had no parallel in either England
or Scotland.

It was ultimately decided to exclude Ireland, for the time being,
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from the Medical Benefits (including dispensing) of the National
Insurance Act of 1911.

It is difficult to assess how, if at all, this

decision affected the practice of pharmacy in Ireland.

The number of

National Health prescriptions in England, particularly in industrial
areas, increased considerably, although pharmacists in general,
continued to dispense many private prescriptions.

With a predominately

rural population in Ireland such an increase in dispensing, if the
medical benefits of the Act had applied, would hardly have been
significant.

Opinion was expressed, however, that because of this

decision, many people were deprived of medical benefits because the
dispensing system provided only for the very poor.

Committee of Inquiry

The extension to Ireland of the medical benefits under the
National Insurance Act, was again considered in 1913, when a Committee
of Inquiry appointed by the Treasury was set up.

This Committee

included tliree Irish members of Parliament and arranged to hear
evidence in Belfast, Dublin and Cork from persons interested in the
matter.

The Chemists' and Druggists' Society of Ireland in Belfast,

which had opposed the extension of the medical benefits of the 1911
Act to Ireland, immediately informed the Commission of its desire to
give evidence to the Committee.

This Society expressed its intention,

to again oppose, in every way possible the extension of medical
benefits to Ireland unless the position of chemists and druggists and
registered druggists could be equitably arranged, as regards
participation in the supply of medicines and appliance.

Otherwise the

Society considered that these people, ie chemists and druggists, would
suffer serious injustice and be deprived to a large extent of their
means of earning a living.
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The Chemists' and Druggists' Society was unable to present its
evidence to the Committee but the President (Mr S Suffern JP) and
Vice President (Mr Samuel Cibson), had a private interview with Lord
Ashby St Ledger, Chairman of the Committee.

Proposals for Dispensing in the National Health Scheme

The Vice President of the Pharmaceutical Society, in his evidence
to the Committee, submitted the principles

acceptable to the Society

for the compounding and dispensing of medicines in the event of
Medical Benefits being extended to Ireland.

(i)

These were:-

That the dispensing contemplated under the Act should be done
under the direct supervision of a pharmacist.

(ii)

That no agreement for the supply of medicines for insured
persons should be made, except with a person or firm entitled
to carry on the statutory business of a pharmaceutical
chemist.

(iii) That the control of medical and pharmaceutical services to
insured persons be in the hands of the Health Committees
(subject to regulations passed by the Commissioners) and not
under the control of Friendly Societies.

(iv)

That pharmacy should be represented on the Health Committees
and on the Advisory Committee or the Insurance Commission.

(v)

That remuneration should be by a scale system and not upon
a per capita basis.

(vi)

That a panel of qualified pharmacists in a particular
district, willing to arrange for a supply of medicines to
insured persons should be set up, so that the insured person
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could, within the limit of the panel choose his own
pharmacist.

(vii)That pharmaceutical benefits should not be extended to
persons earning more than, say, £104 per annum.

The enquiry

again recommended that the application of the

medical benefits of the National Insurance Act to Ireland, should be
postponed.

The difficulties, which were apparent in the evidence, related
to the National Health Insurance, existing between the Pharmaceutical
Society and the Chemists and Druggists Society of Ireland, were
inevitable.

This state of affairs arose

because of the differences

in responsibilities.

As a consequence of the stress, the chemists and druggists had
not been fully integrated with the work of the Pharmaceutical Society,
but the latter had always hoped that this situation could be solved
and thus add strength to the organisation.

Reconciliation

The situation between these two bodies changed almost dramatically
in 1918, due to work of the North Irish Pharmacists' Association and
the Chemists' and Druggists' Society.

As a result, at the Council

meeting on June 11th, 1913, ten registered druggists and two chemists
and druggists from the Northern province were proposed and ultimately
elected as associate members of the Pharmaceutical Society.

Both

associate and full membership of the Society continued to increase
during the subsequent months.

These consisted of pharmaceutical

chemists, chemists and druggists and registered druggists mainly from
the northern province.
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Further Control of Pharmaceutical practice by legialation

Up to 1920, the practice of pharmacy consisted of the sale of
medicines of all varieties and the dispensing and compounding of
medicines, both in accordance with the judgment of the pharmacist
and in accordance with physicians' prescription.

This practice as far

as sale was concerned was limited only by the restrictions imposed by
legislation, namely the Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870 and to a lesser
extent the Poisonous Substances Act 1908.

Dangerous Drugs

Early in 1920, the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland became aware of the introduction of a Dangerous Drug Bill to
Parliament, the provisions of which it was anticipated would extend
to Ireland.

This Bill gave effect to the International Opium

Convention for the purpose of bringing under control throughout the
world the traffic in opium and cocaine and the preparations derived
from them and to restrict their use to medical and other legitimate
purposes.

Some of the countries involved failed to ratify the

Convention before the outbreak of the 1914-18 War and it was not
brought into operation until 1920.

During the War period, the cocaine

habit spread, as did the extent of smuggling of opium in the East
(China, Japan, etc).

Hence Great Britain found it necessary to take

action on her own account through a Regulation No 40B, made under the
Defence of the Realm Acts 1914-1915*

Under these Acts controls were imposed on the manufacture, sale
and distribution of cocaine and a proclamation was issued under the
Customs Consolidation Act which prohibited the importation of cocedne
or opium except under a licence of the Secretary of State.
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These measures were apparently not very satisfactory and the
British government was convinced that the only effective method of
control of such drugs was through international co-operation.
the Allied Powers of the 1914-1918 War

In fact,

attached so much importance to

this matter that the ratification of the International Convention to
which reference has been made, was included in one of the conditions
of Peace and embodied in Article 295 of the Peace Treaty.

Both the Pharmaceutical Societies of Great Britain and Ireland at
first expressed concern about the proposed Bill.

Prom a pharmacist's

viewpoint, Parliament had passed Pharmacy and Poisons Acts and laid
down certain provisions under which a person is allowed to carry on a
business of pharmaceutical chemist or chemist and druggist after
prescribed examinations.

Hence it was considered that adequate

provisions had been made to safeguard the public interests.

Yet tills

Dangerous Drug Bill imposed restrictions on the manufacture and
distribution of certain drugs, except by persons licensed or otherwise
authorised under regulations.

A person qualified under the Pharmacy

and Poisons Acts to carry on a business, could have part of such a
business taken away by reason of the fact that he has not been granted
a licence to deal in these particular drugs.

In expressing this

viewpoint, the Pharmaceutical Societies fully realised that whilst
Parliament was talking, at this point in time, mainly of opium,
morphine, cocaine, ecogonine and heroin, an enormous number of
preparations would ultimately be affected under the proposed
legislation.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland was also concerned about
the sale of certain preparations, particularly laudanum, to farmers
for the treatment of animals, and a resolution of the Council was
passed requesting the Home Secretary to ensure that their Society
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would be consulted before any Regulations were made under the
(7)

Dangerous Drugs Act affecting Ireland.'

The Royal Assent to the Dangerous Drugs Act was given on 16th
August, 1920.^

The Dangerous Drugs Act of 1920 introduced provisions to
regulate the importation, exportation, manufacture, sale and use of
specific drugs, namely - opium, morphine, cocaine, ecogonine,
diamorphine and their respective salts and preparations.
applied to Ireland.

The Act

The first Draft Dangerous Drugs Act Regulation

provoked protests from Irish Pharmaceutical bodies, including the
Council of the Pharmaceutical Society.
issues.

There were two controversal

First, the sale of laudanum to farmers, for the treatment of

animals and, second, the position of registered druggists under the
Regulation.

A deputation from Ireland was authorised to proceed to

London first to consult with Sir William Glyn Jones, Secretary of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, and to make representation to
have Ireland exempted from these Regulations.

This was carried out in the form of a protest drawn up and
presented to the Irish Members of Parliament.

"We, as representing

all the pharmaceutical and druggist organisations in Ireland, beg to
submit that the Draft Regulation as laid upon the table of the House
on May 24th (1921) should be withdrawn as regards their application to
Ireland and that new Regulations consistent with the Irish Pharmacy
Acts be drawn up for the following reasons:-

Section 5 of the Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875 Amendment Act 1890
defines the legal rights of "chemists and druggists" and "registered
druggists" in Ireland, as follows:

All persons so registered shall be

entitled to keep open shop for the sale, retailing or mixing of poisons
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provided that nothing in the Act shall he deemed to confer on such
persons the right to compound medical prescriptions.

Regulation

4

of

the Draft Regulations (under the Dangerous Drugs Act 1920) absolutely
prohibits the sale of certain poisons by the chemists and druggists.
The Dangerous Drug Act in Section 7(2) enacts:-

The Regulations under

this section shall provide for authorising any person who lawfully
keeps open shop for the retailing of poisons in accordance with the
provisions of the Pharmacy Acts.

No such provision has been made in

the Regulations as regards the registered druggists which are therefore,
we submit, ultra vires.

Note:

The grade "registered druggist" is exclusively an Irish
qualification.

Signed:

J E Connor (President, Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland).
Fred Storey (President, Chemists' and Druggists' Society
of Ireland).
John Smith (Dublin and Provincial Retail Trade
Association).
J Carrol Culbert (Ulster Retail Drug Trade Association
and North Irish Pharmaceutical
Association).

When the northern representatives returned to Belfast they
interviewed a number of persons, as previously agreed, including
Sir James Craig.
House praying:

Sir James Craig eventually put down a motion in the
"His Majesty to annul Regulation

4

°f

ih®

Dangerous Drug

Act Regulations" which apparently stimulated some action in the Home
Office, followed by an interview with Sir Malcolm Delevingne (Home
Secretary).
Craig.

Mr Storey was accompanied on this occasion by Sir James
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In his report to the Society's Council, Mr F Storey stated that
the Home Secretary had taken powers in the Regulations to give
authorisation or licences and that he could, under these Regulations,
authorise the police to issue a certificate to a farmer, to enable him
to purchase laudanum for a sick animal.

This provided a satisfactory

answer to the farmers' problem.

The position of the registered druggists under the Act remained
confused, although Sir Malcolm Delevingne, at the interview, had
expressed an opinion that although Registered Druggists were unable to
compound medical prescriptions under the Amendment Act of 1890, there
was nothing in the Dangerous Drug Act to prevent them selling the
controlled drugs on a doctor's prescription, provided that "compounding"
was not involved.

This was substantiated in the House of Commons by

Sir John Baird, Parliamentary Secretary to the Home Office,
said:

(9)

who

"In the case of the chemists and druggists such legal opinion

as we have been able to take and has been available holds that though
the chemists and druggists are prohibited from compounding mixtures,
they are entitled to dispense made-up prescriptions of something they
have not made up themselves."

Changes in Pharmacy following Partition 1920

The major political event of the twentieth century in Ireland was
the Government of Ireland Act of 192o/10^ with the division of the
country and far reaching subsequent affects on the practice of pharmacy.

When the Bill was before Parliament a special council meeting of
the Pharmaceutical Society was held on May 27th, 1920,to consider the
Society's future, if the Bill reached the statute book.

Within the

Bill as it then stood, no reference was made to the Pharmaceutical
Society and some members considered that it should have been protected
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as v/ere the University of Dublin, the Qp.een’s University of Belfast,
and the solicitors.

At a special council meeting, held on 27th May,

1920, a resolution was passed, as follows:-

"That the solicitors be

directed:-

(a) to submit to His Majesty's Attorney General for Ireland the
results which the present Government of Ireland Bill would
produce, pending legislation in pharmaceutical matters by the
Parliaments of Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland;

(b) to suggest that the Bill should fairly contain similar
provisions to those relating to existing solicitors as to
preserve present rights in both Northern and Southern Ireland
of pharmaceutical chemists, chemists and druggists, registered
druggists and assistants to pharmaceutical chemists;

(c) that the Law Committee (of the Society) appoint a Committee to
deal with the matter."

At this meeting it was also emphasised that there had not been
diversity of opinion between pharmacists as to the way the Society had
carried out its functions in relation to the whole country, nor did any
members of the council express any desires to divide the Society into
two parts.

Yet, it was obvious that arising from the political

division of the country some consideration as to the future of the
Society was necessary.

The Society was unable to influence any action

in Parliament regarding any reference to pharmacy in the Government of
Ireland legislation.

A Northern Committee formed

In the north of Ireland, where the greater number of registered

219
druggists and chemists and druggists were in business, concern as to
their future continued to increase.

An important meeting, from a

historical point of view, was held on March l6th, 1921, in Belfast.
It was convened by the North Irish Pharmacists' Association, when TO
pharmaceutical chemists from the city and counties considered the
changes that would follow the application of the Government of Ireland
Act.

’Vhilst they were, in general, opposed to separation of

pharmaceutical administration from the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland, it was becoming evident to them that the political changes in
government of the country would force such action.

Consequently they

considered that it was necessary to make plans for the future.

Mr

H G Pring (Grattan & Co Ltd, Belfast) was voted to the chair and a
propjosal was put to the meeting and accepted, as follows:- "That a
committee be formed and granted full and complete authority to speak
and act in all matters on behalf of the drug trade in Northern Ireland
in any negotiations with the (Jovernment or other bodies, as outlined
at this meeting.^^" The following members of this committee were
elected:-

Messrs V/ MacCarthney, J A Bingham, M McDonald, H P Moore,
J Guiler, J Hewton, H Grail, J Dundee, R I Edwards, D Henderson,
R W McKnight (Belfast), C O'Hare (Newry), J Vfedsworth (Lisburn),
W H Howe (Carrickfergus), Glendinning (Derry), J Hall (Larne)
and A W Mann (Lurgan).

Four members of the council of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland were also added to the committee - Messrs W J Hardy,
H Lancashire JP, J C Culbert and Jas Tate.
chairman of the committee.

Mr J Guiler was elected
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Position of the Pharmaceutical Society under the Government of
Ireland Act 1920

The first letter (April 1921) to the Registrar of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, from Mr W J Stevenson, acting as
secretary to the committee which represented the pharmacists from the
six counties, constituting according to the Government of Ireland Act
1920 - "Northern Ireland", informed the council of the Society of the
following resolutions which had been passed:-

(1) That the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland be requested to
approach the Solicitor General for Ireland with a view to
obtaining a considered opinion as to the position of the
Society under the Government of Ireland Act.

(2) That Mr J A Bingham MPSI and Mr M McDonald MPSI be appointed
as a deputation to wait on the Council of the Society at the
next monthly meeting on behalf of this Committee:

(a) to place the views of the Northern Chemists before it, and

(b) to request a definite statement as to the position of
licentiates under the impending changes in the Irish
Administration."

Messrs Bingham and McDonald were accordingly received at the
Council meeting on 12th April, 1921, held at 67 Lower Mount Street,
Dublin.

Mr J E Connor JP, President of the Society, occupied the

chair.

The deputation from "Northern Ireland informed the council

that at the meeting in Belfast, already referred to, the pharmacists
were unanimously of the opinion that, if possible, they wished to
remain at one with their colleagues of the South and West of Ireland.
It was, however, absolutely essential for those in the six counties to
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prepare for action, if it was found necessary to create two separate
Pharmaceutical Societies in Ireland.

The Council, assured the deputation that the situation was being
carefully observed, and where appropriate, action had already been
taken.

At that point in time, the Council had no specific information

as to the future of pharmacy in the country.

vVhilst awaiting

parliamentary developments, as related to the administration of
pharmacy, other important issues were considered by Pharmaceutical
organisations throughout the country,

Registered Druggists in the six Northern Counties

Conferences between the North Irish Pharmacists1 Association and
the Chemists' and Druggists'Society of Ireland, had taken place since
the introduction of the Government of Ireland Bill in 1920, to consider
the position of registered druggists under a possible new Ulster
Parliament.

The new Dangerous Drugs Regulations, to which reference

has already been made, increased the anxiety and concern about the
matter.

Mr P Storey, President of the Chemists' and Druggists'

Association and a member of the Society's Council, informed the latter
that meetings had been held at which certain proposals affecting
registered druggists had been made.

He stated that there was a general

feeling that the grade of registered druggists should be abolished.
There is evidence, however, to show that considerable diversity of
opinion on this matter existed in the Northern Province.

This subject

was discussed at the Annual Meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society at

67 Lower Mount Street, Dublin, on October 3rd, 1921.

The meeting

deferred any decisions about registered druggists because of the
nebulous position which had arisen as a consequence of the Government
of Ireland Act.
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The debate continued and was again referred to the Council meeting
of the Pharmaceutical Society held on October 2nd, 1922, when Mr E
Storey (Belfast) recommended:

"That in view of the expressed desire

of the registered druggists to discuss their position, this meeting
requests the Council to set up a committee to meet that body, with the
following terms of reference

1. The consideration of the position of the registered druggists.

2. The advisability of discontinuing the examination.

3. The situation arising if this course is adopted."

This recommendation was ultimately agreed to by the Council and
the following appointed as a committee:-

The President of the Society

(Dr Barries). Messrs D M ITatson 1TSI, James Michael MPSI, James A
Doyle MPSI, J C Culbert MPSI, A V/ilson MPSI, Samuel Suffern and
Fred Storey, both registered druggists.

At an all-Ireland meeting of chemists and druggists and
registered druggists under the auspices of the Chemists’ and Druggists'
Society trie following motion was discussed:Druggist Examination be discontinued;

"That the Registered

that all chemists and druggists

and registered druggists on the register be allowed to enter for a
modified examination in compounding;

that all assistants and apprentices

who have served their time or are serving their time with a chemist and
druggist or registered druggist, on completion of that term be allowed
to enter for the Pharmaceutical Licence Examination without serving
any further apprenticeship;
examination be five years.

that the period allowed for modified
After that all druggists who have not passed

this modified examination in compounding remain as registered druggists".
At this meeting a special committee was elected, with full powers to
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negotiate with the committee set up by the Pharmaceutical Society.
The members of the former committee were:-

Fred Storey, President,

W E 'Yilson, Secretary, W J Rankin, Treasurer, S Gibson JP, S Nevin,
J I) Cane, S Suffern, P T Smith JP and R Kells.

In general, pharmacists from both north and south of the country
did not desire a split in the administration of pharmaceutical
affairs.

On the other hand, when the Government of Northern Ireland

commenced to function, chemists and druggists and registered druggists
were compelled to consider their positions in anticipation of future
actions.

Educational Affairs

In the midst of major political changes in the country, it is
somewhat surprising to find persons interested in educational changes
and advancement.

Yet this was indeed the case.

The North Irish Pharmacists’ Association, to which reference has
already been made, consisted at this time (1919) of one hundred
members, who were mainly members of the Pharmaceutical Society.

This

Association concerned itself largely with professional aspects and
the education of pharmacists.

At its annual meeting on the 23rd of

April, 1919> a paper was read on ’Education and the Pharmacist’,
followed by a discussion on the subject in which Professor Earls
(Principal, Belfast Technical Institute) took part. The following
resolution was passed:-

"That this meeting of pharmacists, after

careful consideration, requests the Pharmaceutical Council to take
immediate steps to call into being an Advisory Education Committee,
consisting in part, at any rate, of outside educational experts, to
consider the whole question of pharmaceutical education, both
preliminary and professional, with the widest possible terms of
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reference and that this Gonunittee he directed to prepare for the
Council's adoption of a scheme which will bring pharmaceutical
education up to present-day requirements, both on the educational and
professional sides and taking into consideration also the expressed
desire of licentiates for courses, post graduate or otherwise, in
bacteriology, examination of blood, urine, sputum, etc."

This

resolution was sent to the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society for
its attention, but did not receive sufficient support to warrant any
action.

Whilst awaiting governmental developments following the

partition of the country, the Pharmaceutical Council continued to
consider development in the educational field.

At the Annual Meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland
held on October 3rd, 1921, Mr J Carroll Culbert, a member of the Council
from the Northern Province, announced a Bachelor of Science Course in
f 1 pi

Pharmacy,'
Belfast.

' to be held in conjunction with Queen's University,

This course was possible through the co-operation of the

Municipal Technical College and the University, whereby a Faculty of
Applied Science Technology had been created.

This Faculty granted a

BSc degree in groups of subjects, of v/hich pharmacy was one group.
Provisions had also been made for a five years' course by attending
evening classes and a three years' course at the University in day
classes.

Professor Saris and Professor Wren of the Municipal Technical

College (Belfast), played considerable parts in this achievement,
supported by the pharmacists of the North Irish Pharmacists'
Association.

This was one of the earliest degrees associated with pharmacy in
the British Isles* and members of the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society congratulated their fellow countrymen from the North, for such
an achievement.

It was also suggested that a similar scheme should be
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organised in the University of Dublin or the National University.
The degree in Queen’s University was not in the first instance
intended as a means for qualification as a pharmaceutical chemist,
but rather as a way in which young pharmacists could advance in the
study of chemistry or allied subjects, so that possible careers in
applied chemistry, analytical work, works’ chemists or technical or
academic teaching, would be open to them.

An earlier proposal for university education for pharmacists,
was made in 1902, when the then Vice President (John I Bernard)
at a meeting of the Council of the Society proposed that the
members should consider the advisability of applying to the
Royal Commission on University Education in Ireland to provide
a university degree in science for Irish pharmacists.

This

was also not intended as a qualification of registration as a
pharmaceutical chemist but as a higher qualification after
licentiates completed their examinations.

Unfortunately, at

that time, the Council did not proceed further with this
proposal.

The Preliminary Examination of the Pharmaceutical Society

In the beginning, there was no relationship between the BSc
course at Queen's University and the examinations of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Ireland.

Opinions were expressed at the council meeting

that it was hoped some relationship could be established.

At the same meeting of the Council (October 3rd, 1921), criticism
of the standard of the preliminary examination of the Society was made,
by two northern members, namely Messrs F Storey and C Culbert.

They

urged that the Matriculation examination should replace the present
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examination.

The preliminary examination was not recognised by other

professional bodies and consequently persons who entered pharmacy
with this qualification were impeded, if in after years they wished
to be accepted to study in other professional spheres.

In addition,

with a matriculation examination, or an equivalent examination, as a
preliminary, entry to other courses, such as a BSc in pharmacy, would
be available to Pharmacy students.

A committee set up under the auspices of the Pharmaceutical
Society investigated the standard of the preliminary examination, and
a large amount of evidence was submitted to it.

Those who supported

the upgrading of the examination included Dr Harrett Murphy (an
Examiner of the Society), Professor H Wren (Municipal Technical College,
Belfast) and Professor J Small (Queen's University, and a Pharmaceutical
Chemist of the Great Britain Society).

The proposals for upgrading the

Preliminary Examination failed at this time to gain the support of the
Society's Council.

One of the earliest communications from the government of Northern
Ireland to the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, was a letter read by
the Registrar (Mr A T Ferrell) at the council meeting on April 11th,
1922, from Mr McQpibban, Secretary of the Ministry of Education for
Northern Ireland, as follows:-

"Under the Government of Ireland Act

1920, the Ministry of Education for Northern Ireland has taken over as
from February 1st, 1922, the administration of Irish services in
connection with education.

The Ministry has accordingly as from the

above-mentioned date, taken over within the area of Northern Ireland,
the powers and duties hitherto exercised throughout the whole of
Ireland by the Board of Intermediate Education, and it has been decided
that the Ministry shall conduct during the present year throughout the
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area under their control, Intermediate Examinations in all subjects
and in all grades in accordance with the Intermediate Board's
programme for 1922 and under the Board's rules for 1922.

It is the

intention of the Ministry that the standard required for passing shall
be at least as high as that hitherto required by the Intermediate
Board.

I am directed by the Minister of Education to enquire, whether

under the circumstances specified above, the Society would be prepared
to accept the results of the Intermediate examination to be held this
year by this Ministry for the same purposes and in the same manner as
it has hitherto accepted those of the Intermediate Board."

The Registrar was directed to reply in the affirmative and at
the same time to ask for representation for the Society on an Advisory
Committee which Lord Londonderry, the then Minister of Education for
Northern Ireland, had established to assist him in all matters related
to education.
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CHAPTER
PHARMACY

An important conference

IK

XI

NORTHERN

IRELAND

in the history of pharmacy, was convened

by the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland on July 25th,
1923, when representatives of the following organisations attended:-

Ulster Retail Drug Trade Association, Mr Andrew Wilson PhC
(President) and Mr J Moffett RD.
North Irish Pharmacists' Association, Mr Matthew McDonald PhC
(President).
Chemists' and Druggists' Society, Mr Fred Storey (President).
The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland had also been invited to
send a representative and Mr W J Hardy PhC, Belfast, attended with
Mr Meeks, Dublin, solicitor for the Society.
In addition, Dr W Calwell represented the Ulster Medical Society
and Dr Fielding, the Queen's University of Belfast.

Mr R D Megaw KC MP

(Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Home Affairs), Mr J C
Davidson BL, counsel to the Attorney General, Colonel Dawson, medical
inspector, and Mr A P Magill of the Home Office represented the
Government.

Mr Megaw presided.

The Chairman at the outset announced that a new body must be set
up in Northern Ireland for the administration of pharmacy.

He

emphasised that the Government had no intention of interfering in any
way with the academic affairs as related to pharmacy but were solely
concerned with the administration of the law and consequently
requested the co-operation of the representatives present.

Not all the representatives present agreed with this proposal
and it was resolved that each body should forward their proposals to
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the Ministry.

V/hen these had been received and considered by the

Ministry the conference was to be recalled.

The Pharmaceutical organisations delayed in reaching a decision
and the public press became critical of their lack of planning and
initiative

on this important issue.

In a leading article of the Belfast Telegraph (August 2nd, 1923)
this was expressed in the following terms:-

"It was obvious when the

Free State was set up that the trade would be affected, because nobody
outside the jurisdiction could exercise authority over the Six
Counties.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, as far as the North

is concerned, is more or less in a state of suspended animation, but
for various reasons, mainly sentimental, the trade organisations with
headquarters in Belfast made no move to face the inevitable, namely
the setting-up of a competent governing body for the Six Counties.
Difficulties connected with the proper administration of the law in
connection with the Dangerous Drugs Act and other measures have,
hoTvever, been increasing and the Home Office for Northern Ireland has
at last taken definite action in the direction that should have been
foreseen by the chemists long ago.

A natural reluctance to divide the

Society apparently held the local organisations back, but now they
have been brought face to face with a situation for which they do not
appear to have made plans.

The decision of the Northern Home Office

is in accord with common sense under the changed conditions, and it
has got to be faced by the trade.

It seems to us that the Northern

pharmacists have here a splendid opportunity to secure an up-to-date
charter.

The charter of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland is in

many respects out of date and as Northern members of the trade know,
it has been very difficult to have reform carried out by the Society.
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It is vital, to the best interests of the trade, that the subject
be approached by the various organisations quite apart from the personal
views of any particular officer or officers.

The Government could not

continue to permit the present state of affairs to go on indefinitely
and it is only carrying out the law.

They are meeting the chemists

in the most friendly way and if the latter are wise, they will drawup a scheme without the slightest regard to anything but the good of
the trade as a whole, irrespective of any views that may be entertained
by individual members as to the splitting-up of the all-Ireland Society."
Opposition to the splitting-up of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland was expressed by a considerable number of the pharmacists in
Northern Ireland.

Many considered that a Northern Ireland Society, if

formed, would require an annual subsidy from the Government.

Its

diploma would be without recognition outside the six Counties, whereas
licentiates of the Irish Society were already recognised and accepted
in many countries.
The alternative to a Northern Society, suggested by some
pharmacists, was for the pharmacists in that area to amalgamate with
the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain.

In reply the Home Office

emphatically stated that it was necessary to have an internal
professional body for the administration of pharmacy in Northern
Ireland in conjunction with the appropriate Government Department.
Following a conference between representatives of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Ireland and the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern
Ireland, a report with a letter from the latter, was considered by
the Council of the Society on August 14th, 1923.
the following resolution was passed:-

After discussion

"It was resolved that the

Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland recognising
difficulties of the Society continuing to administer the Pharmacy
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Laws in Northern Ireland, are willing to continue as the sole examining
and licensing body on pharmacy in Ireland, if the necessary arrangements
can he made between the two Governments and effectuated by legislation."
This action by the Council, arose from a misunderstanding of the
statement made at the conference, held on 25th July, 1923, when the
Chairman said that the Government in Northern Ireland had no intention
of interfering in any way with the educational affairs, as related to
pharmacy.

The letter from the Ministry of Home Affairs (Northern

Ireland) and a copy of the resolution of the Council of the
Pharmaceutical Society was sent to the Minister of Home Affairs of the
Irish Free State.

A Pharmaceutical Society for Northern Ireland proposed

A committee representative of the 1921 Committee elected under
the auspices of the North Irish Pharmacists' Association and of a
committee, elected by a general meeting of licentiates in Northern
Ireland in September 1923* was appointed to negotiate with the
Northern Government.

Members of this committee included:-

Mr H G

Pring, Chairman, Messrs T W McMullan MP, H Lancashire JP, R I Edwards,
Mr Guiler, J C Culbert, W J Hardy, M McDonald, R W McKnight, T A Robb,
D Henderson, A W Mann, A Wilson and J Dundee (Hon Sec).

At the first meeting of this committee, held on September 26th,
1923, it was announced that the Northern Government could not accept
the proposal to have the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, as the
licensing body in its area* Mr T W McMullan MP also informed the
committee that the Government wished the pharmacists to come before
them with an agreed policy as to the future administration for
pharmacy.

This executive committee, acting on behalf of the Pharmacists
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of Northern Ireland had one particularly difficult task, in that it
had no finance and consequently the Secretary (Mr J Dundee) wrote to
the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland in the following
terms:-

"The question of finance came up for discussion today at the

Sub-Committee charged with drafting the new Pharmacy Bill and I was
directed to point out to you that the North of Ireland has an interest
in equity, in the vested moneys and property of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Ireland, which has been by statute divided, and the Committee
on the question would like to have the observations of the Council on
the question at an early date.

You will readily understand that it

would be necessary to have a definition of our interest in this matter
before we are able to budget for the expenses of the new Society.
This letter did not receive a favourable reply from the Council of the
Society.

The controversy as to the future of Pharmacy in Northern Ireland
had by this time reached a critical stage, whilst the Government
continued to urge all concerned to reach a decision and present a
united scheme, so that the necessary legislation could be prepared.
Two sections were involved in the controversy, namely the pharmaceutical
chemists on one hand and the chemists and druggists and registered
druggists on the other.
presented no problems.

The position of the pharmaceutical chemists
Opinions, as to the future of pharmacy in

Northern Ireland, between the two sides varied to a considerable extent,
as shown in the proposals drawn up by each:-

Pharmaceutical Chemists1 Proposals drawn-up by the Executive Committee

(l) "That all chemists and druggists and registered druggists on
the register and in business as principals, for not less than
twenty years on passing of the proposed Act, be permitted a
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modified examination in materia medics, practical pharmacy
and the British Pharmacopoeia.

Those passing this examination,

to have the right to dispense and compound medical prescriptions
and to use the title 'dispensing druggist' only.

Such an

examination was to he conducted by one or more pharmaceutical
chemists, elected by the Council.

(2) That all registered druggists and chemists and druggists,
their assistants and apprentices, be permitted to enter for
the full qualifying examination without restrictions of any
sort, provided that they present themselves within four years
of the passing of the Act, and are twenty-one years of age,
have completed a four years' apprenticeship and passed the
entrance examination in force.

(3) That sill future apprentices in the business must pass the
official entrance examination in force previous to commencing
apprenticeship, and that a course in a recognised school of
pharmacy be accepted in lieu of the pharmaceutical training.

(4) The proposal to perpetuate the use of the title or description
"chemist and druggist" could not be entertained and its use by
those legally entitled to do so, did not confer any right to
compound or dispense medical prescriptions."

Chemists' and Druggists' Proposals

(a) All chemists and druggists and registered druggists on the
register for not less than ten years be registered as "chemists and
druggists", and given the privilege of compounding medical prescriptions
on showing that they have practical experience in compounding.

All such

chemists and druggists not to use any title likely to convey the
impression to the public that they are fully qualified pharmaceutical
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chemists.
(b) All registered druggists on the register for less than ten years
be registered as chemists and druggists, on taking out a prescribed
course and passing an examination to show that they are capable of
compounding medical prescriptions, all such chemists and druggists not
to use any title likely to convey the impression to the public that they
are fully qualified pharmaceutical chemists.
(c) All registered druggists or chemists and druggists on the
register at the passing of the proposed Act, and all assistants who have
received their apprenticeship with a chemist and druggist or registered
druggist and all persons who are serving their apprenticeship with a
chemist and druggist or registered druggist at the passing of the
proposed Act, should be allowed to enter for the full pharmaceutical
licence examination, without serving any further apprenticeship to a
pharmaceutical chemist but to take out a special course at a school of
pharmacy and to be granted recognition in lieu of preliminary
examination, on showing a reasonable standard of general education.
(d) All the privileges, concessions and special examinations must
be available for five years from the passing of the proposed Act.
Pharmaceutical Chemists and Chemists and Druggists fall to agree on
a solution
After considerable debate within both organisations, no solution
acceptable to both could be found.

The Pharmaceutical Chemists of

Northern Ireland consequently held a meeting on January 2nd, 1924f
and decided that no further concessions could be offered by them to
the chemists and druggists and registered druggists and proceeded to
inform the Home Office of the position.

At the same meeting it was

also agreed that additional representatives from outside Belfast
should be added to their sub-committee considering the matter.
were:

These

Messrs J E Connor JP (Newry), R F McCartney JP (Coleraine),

A C McBride (Armagh), J Maxwell (Londonderry) and W S Taylor
(Enniskillen).

The Pharmaceutical Chemists at this committee meeting

also proposed that, with its additional members the Committee should
have planary powers to negotiate with the Ministry of Home Affairs
on a Pharmacy Bill, now necessary for the administration of pharmacy
in Northern Ireland.

Preparation for_ a_ new_ Pharmaceutical Society

In anticipation of the requirements of a Pharmaceutical Society
for Northern Ireland, a deputation of the negotiating committee
consisting of Messrs J C Culbert, James Dundee and J Guiler, met
Professor Symness, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, and Dr J E Macllwaine
of Queen’s University of Belfast, to seek the help of the university in
relation to examination and education.

The University representatives

informed the deputation that the University was willing to assist the
Society and recommended that arrangements should be made accordingly.
Tills marked the beginning of a helpful association of Qjieen’s University
with the Pharmaceutical profession in Northern Ireland which has since
that time contributed to its successful development and achievements.

The first legislation related to the control of drugs passed by
the Parliament of Northern Ireland, was the Dangerous Drug and Poisons
(Amendment) Act 1924-

This was an Act, passed in May 1924>

(2;)

before

the formation of a Pharmaceutical Society, to amend the Dangerous Drug
Act of 1920, which by virtue of section 61 of the Government of Ireland
Act 1920, applied to Northern Ireland.

The new Act also amended

Section 2 of the Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870, in its application to
Northern Ireland.
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The Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland

After prolonged negotiations with the Executive Committee of the
Pharmacists in Northern Ireland, who had been advised "by Sir William
Glyn-Jones of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain and with
representatives of other interested associations of the chemists and
druggists and registered druggists, a Pharmacy and Poisons Bill
(Northern Ireland) was introduced to the Northern Ireland Parliament.

The second reading of the Bill took place on the 5th of May, 1925>
when the Rt Hon Sir Dawson Bates,^ Minister of Home Affairs, in
presenting the Bill, gave a synopsis of the events leading up to the
Bill and the government’s proposals in its content.

The main object of the legislation was to establish a
Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland with the powers of presenting
the qualification of persons, desirous of becoming Pharmaceutical
Chemists and of making regulations related to such matters, as the
Pharmaceutical Society had, before the passing of the Government of
Ireland Act of 1920.

Although separation from the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland
had not been accepted with favour by some pharmacists from both north
and south of the country, the formation of a Society for Northern
Ireland for legal reasons was essential.

In addition to the formation of a Pharmaceutical Society for
Northern Ireland, the Government also took the opportunity of
consolidating and revising the former Acts related to Pharmacy and by
so doing introduced certain changes.

The three grades existing, the

Pharmaceutical Chemists qualified under the 1075 Act, the Chemists and
Druggists recognised by the 1890 Act and the Registered Druggists

238
created by the latter Act, all existed in Northern Ireland.

The Bill proposed to do away in future with these different grades,
leaving the rights of the druggists untouched and ultimately having
one grade only, namely pharmaceutical chemists.

It was realised that

the proposals would inflict a certain amount of hardship on the
existing registered druggists, because as an expiring body, it would
be difficult for them to get assistants or apprentices.

To compensate

for this, provisions in the Bill proposed to allow the existing
druggists to become pharmaceutical chemists on passing a modified
examination.

The Council of the Society

The members of the governing body, the Council of the Society,
was to be constituted immediately on the passing of the Act, and the
majority of its members, were in the first instance, to be nominated
by the Minister of Home Affairs, sifter consultation with the
pharmaceutical chemists, the registered chemists and druggists and
registered druggists.

Two additional members of the Council were to

be nominated by Queen's University and one by the joint committee of
the Ulster Medical Society and Ulster Division of the British Medical
Association.

One person representing the wholesale drug trade in

Northern Ireland was also nominated by the Minister of Home Affairs.
After the members nominated by the Minister of Home Affairs had
completed their term of office, provisions were made for filling
their places with members and associates of the Society, by election.
The Government also proposed to settle the long vexed question of
companies carrying on the business as Pharmaceutical Chemists.

These

were to be placed in the same position as individuals and subjected
to stringent safeguards, by demanding the control of the business
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being in the hands of a superintendent who must be a Pharmaceutical
Chemist.

A similar provision was already enacted in Great Britain,

under the Poisons and Pharmacy Act of 1908.

The Bill passed the second reading and was committed to a
committee of the whole House.

Before the committee stage had been

reached, further conference had taken place between the officials
of the Ministry of Home Affairs and representatives of the pharmacists
and chemists and druggists.

As a result, a number of important

amendments had been agreed to and were considered in the committee
stage of the Bill.

The Bill ultimately was passed and became the

Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern Ireland) on 9th June, 1925*^^

The Poisons and Pharmacy Act (Northern Ireland) was generally
well received by pharmaceutical chemists and chemists and druggists.
They considered that the problem had been difficult.

Because the Act

enabled pharmaceutical chemists, chemists and druggists and druggists
on the existing registers, to register in Northern Ireland and because
the latter had been given reasonable opportunity to qualify as
pharmaceutical chemists, they considered that the provisions of the
Act in the circumstances were fair, just and equitable to all parties
concerned.

The insistence by the Government on one qualification was

considered a solution to some of the past problems in pharmacy in
Ireland.

The annual licence imposed by the Act, was a new departure

in Pharmacy legislation and attracted the attention of both the
Pharmaceutical Societies of Ireland and of Great Britain.

A criticism of the legislation related to the lack of definition
or qualifications of persons to be nominated by the Minister of Home
Affairs, as the first members of the Society (1st Schedule, Part 1,
of the Act) and of the qualification of persons nominated as President
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or Vice-President of the Council.

The "persons" in each case, it was

considered should have been defined as "pharmaceutical chemists".

The

control of the Inspector and a Registrar, to be appointed under the Act,
by a department of the Government, was not considered by some

to be in

the best interests of the Pharmaceutical Society.

Kr Jobus Guiler of Belfast, who was the Chairman of the Pharmacists’
Executive Committee dealing with the Bill, made an interesting statement
regarding the Act when be stated that there were many patent medicines,
which in a sense were not poisonous but as a safeguard to the public,
should have been included for control, in an additional schedule to
('c')

the Act.w'

Many years passed before this was recognised and appropriate

legislation passed for the protection of the public using such
medicines.

Members of the Council appointed

By an Order dated November 23rd, 1925> the Minister of Home Affairs
for Northern Ireland nominated, after consultations with the
pharmaceutical organisations, the following gentlemen as the first
members of the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland.

These

persons became also the first members of the first Council of the
Society:-

Horatio Todd, nominated as the first President of the Pharmaceutical
Council, was bom in Ballymena, where he received his secondary education
at Ballymena Academy, and practised as a pharmaceutical chemist in
Belfast.

He had been President of the North Irish Pharmacists'

Association for the years 1924-25•

Samuel S Badger was a pharmacist in Magherafelt in Co Londonderry,
where he was also a magistrate for the county.

He had played a
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prominent part in a Londonderry Chemists' Association.

John S Connor was a leading citizen of Newry, where his father,
Dr Connor, founded the pharmacy of S Connor & Sons, and of which he
was the managing proprietor.

He was registered in 1899 and wa3 a

member of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland and
its President during the years 1919-20.

J Carroll Colbert, a Belfast pharmacist, was in the forefront
of pharmaceutical politics in that city for many years.

He was a

member of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Council of Ireland during
the period 1922-23-24.

He was a founder member of the North Irish

Pharmacists' Association of which for several years he also acted as
honorary secretary.

In 1924 he was also President of the Ulster

Retail Drug Trade Association.

Mr Culbert was also interested in the

resettlement of ex-Service men of the 1914-19 war and made arrangements
with the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland for special
regulations to assist ex-servicemen, who had been pharmaceutical
students.

James Dundee, Pharmaceutical Chemist, Malone Pharmacy, University
Road, Belfast.

He had acted for a considerable period as secretary of

the Ulster Retail Drug Trade Association and was also secretary of the
Pharmacists' Executive Committee, which negotiated with the Ministry
of Home Affairs, when the Bill was under consideration.

V/ J Hardy, Pharmaceutical Chemist, Belfast, qualified first as a
Druggist in 1892 and as a pharmaceutical chemist in 1394*

He was a

prominent personality in business affairs in the city of Belfast and
districts.

H G Prlng at the time of his election, was a member of the
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Pharmaceutical Society, and managing director of one of the oldest
pharmacies in Ireland, namely Grattan & Co Ltd of Com Market, Belfast.
He was an active personality in public life and a member of the Order
of the British Qnpire.
John Maxwell, of Londonderry, qualified as a pharmaceutical
chemist in 1894* and was actively involved in the Londonderry Chemists'
Association.
Vftn S Taylor. Pharmaceutical Chemist, Enniskillen, was a well-known
pharmacist in North West Ireland.

He was renouned for his special

preparations, which were widely sold throughout Ireland.
A Wilson, Pharmaceutical Chemist, Belfast, was a Past President of
the Ulster Retail Drug Association.
H Lancashire, Pharmaceutical Cheraist, qualified in 1885, and in
addition to an extensive pharmacy in Ballymena was also involved in
mineral water manufacturing.
A C McBride, Pharmaceutical Cheraist, Armagh, was also Registrar
of the County Infirmary.

His pharmacy was originally a Medical Hall

conducted by a Dr Palmer.
Druggists' Representatives
In addition to the above persons, the Minister of Home Affairs
also nominated the following as members of the Council of the
Pharmaceutical Society, after consultation with representatives of the
registered chemists and druggists and registered druggists carrying on
business in Northern Ireland, at the date of the passing of the Act.
Fred Storey (Belfast) (also nominated as the first Tice President)
was for several years the President of the Chemists' and Druggists'
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Society- of Ireland.

He was managing director of the firm bearing his

name, which carried on an extensive business as wholesale druggists,
manufacturing chemists and surgical instrument dealers.

Mr Storey

was a member of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland,
and had played a prominent part in the formation of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland.

He had advocated for some time the

abolition of the registered druggist grade and a unified qualification
for the whole profession.
W J Rankin (Belfast) was one of the outstanding men associated
with Pharmacy for fifty years throughout the whole country, but in
particular as related to Ulster.

For 27 years, he was honorary

secretary of the Chemists' and Druggists' Society of Ireland, and was
also a past President of that organisation.
Ulster Retail Drug Trade Association.

He was treasurer of the

During the negotiations prior

to the 1890 Pharmacy Amendment Act, Mr Rankin, representing the
interests of the Chemists and Druggists of the North of Ireland, gave
evidence to the Select Committee of the House of Lords.
S Suffem (Belfast), registered as a Druggist in 1891> was a past
President of the Chemists' and Druggists' Society of Ireland, and a
member of the committee of that body.

As a past member of the Council

of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland and a member of the Ulster
Retail Drug Trade Association, he had been concerned in many aspects
of pharmaceutical politics.
W E Wilson (Belfast), was associated, at one time with the drug
department of J & J Haslett of Belfast.

He was also an active member

of the Chemists' and Druggists' Society of Ireland.
Mr James Guiler, Chairman of the negotiating Pharmacists'
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Executive Committee, had been invited to be the first President but
had to decline on medical advice.

Additional members of the first council were Professor J Mcllwaine
MD BCh, Dr V G L Fielden MD, both nominated by Queen's University, and
Dr S F A Acheson LRCS, nominated by the Medical Committee (a joint
committee of the Ulster Medical Society and the Ulster Division of the
British Medical Association) of Northern Ireland.

Professor Mcllwaine was unable to accept the appointment and his
place was taken by Professor James Snail DSc FLS MRIA.

Professor Small

was professor of botany in the university and a pharmaceutical chemist
on the register of Great Britain.

Dr Fielden was an anaesthetist and also a licentiate of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.

He was also a lecturer in pharmacy

at Queen's University.

Dr Acheson was a former chemist and druggist who had the honour
of being the second name on the register compiled in 1891, by the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.
Cromac Street, Belfast, until 1910.

He carried on a drug business at
He qualified as a medical

practitioner and as such practised in Belfast.

The representative of the wholesale drug trade, on the first
council of the Society was Mr T W McMullan, director of Thomas McMullan
& Co, wholesale druggist, and son of the founder of that firm.

He was

one of the leading figures in public life in Belfast, being a member
of Parliament, a member of the Harbour Board, the Reform Club and the
Chamber of Commerce.

The composition of the Council was received with

general approval because it was considered to be a good and formidable
representation of those concerned.
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The newly constituted Pharmaceutical Council for Northern
Ireland^) held its first meeting on December 2nd, 1925> at the office
of the Ministry of Finance, Belfast.

Sir Dawson Bates, Minister of

Home Affairs, and Mr W A Magill of his Department, were also present.
Mr Horatio Todd JP presided.

In his Presidential address, he expressed

thanks to all those concerned, and stated:-

"They had got a really good

Act of Parliament, giving the Council very elastic powers and the best
thanks of their profession were due to those of their members who had
acted on the Executive Committee and who had devoted so much time in
helping to frame the Bill."

In reference to one outstanding feature of the Act, that the
druggists had the option of becoming pharmaceutical chemists on
modified terms, he urged them to get to work and take full advantage
of the privileges afforded them and not to fall "into the error of
slowing down too soon".

They should, quoted the President, remember

"Errors like straws upon the surface flow, he who would reach for
pearls must dive below".

The only official business of the meeting

was the fixing of the amount of a licence duty in accordance with
Section 17 of the Act.

The Work of the New Council

After the inaugural meeting of the Council of the Society, work
was begun, to acquire a temporary headquarters at 29 Wellington Place,
Belfast, to appoint a secretary (Mr D L Kirpatrick, February 1926) and
to register those entitled to be so, in accordance with the provisions
of the Act.

Pharmaceutical chemists, chemists and druggists and

registered druggists, on the existing registers of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Ireland were entitled to register as such with the new
society.

In addition, after registration, pharmaceutical chemists were
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qualified to toe elected as members, and chemists and druggists and
druggisis, as associates of the Society, on the payment of subscriptions.
Additioral Legislation Necessary
In 1926, consideration of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern
Ireland) 1925 revealed two errors in drafting.

In the Act, Section 31,

suto-sedion 1, provision was made for the fixing of an appointed day,
in order to bring into operation those parts of the Act, which dealt
with the holding of examinations and the issue of annual licences.
When the Act was passed (9th June, 1925)> all the sections dealing
with exsminations were brought into operation, but the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland, was at the same time debarred from
recognising any subsequent examinations of the Southern Society, from
that date.

Due to unforeseen difficulties, the first meeting of the

Council of the new Society was delayed to 1st December, 1925*

It was

obvious that considerable time was necessary, before the Council was in
a position to bring its own examinations into operation.

In the interval,

there was no means open to candidates to qualify for registration in
Northern Ireland.
It was therefore necessary to pass the Pharmacy (Temporary)
Provisions Act 1926,^ to provide for the recognition of the Southern
Society's examinations until a stated date, which was not to be later
than September 30th, 1926.

This gave the Northern Council sufficient

time, not only to arrange for their own examinations but also gave
intending candidates sufficient advance notice of the new syllabus.
This let was also used to rectify another matter.

The Pharmacy and

Poisors Act (Northern Ireland) 1925, Section 19, sub-section (2)
penni-tted executors of a deceased pharmaceutical chemist, who was
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registered under the Act, to carry on the business, subject to certain
conditions.

No such provision was included for carrying on the business,

in Northern Ireland, of a pharmaceutical chemist, who had died prior
to the passing of the 1925 Act.

The Pharmacy (Temporary) Provisions

Act 1926 rectified this matter, by permitting executors to carry on a
business of a pharmaceutical chemist who had died before or within nine
months after the passing of the 1925 Act, provided that a duly qualified
manager was employed.

Examinations of the Society

The drawing-up of the regulations for the first examination, was
a major task.

In this, the Council was greatly assisted by Professor

H Wren of the College of Technology, Belfast, and Professor J Small
of Queen's University.

The Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern Ireland)

1925, made provisions for various examinations, for the qualification
of a pharmaceutical chemist.

These examinations were defined in the

Act as follows:-

Second Schedule - Part I Examination was for apprentices or
assistants, who at the date of the passing
of the Act, had not less than four years'
experience or who had been registered druggists
for less than five years.

Part II Examination was for those who had
been registered druggists for more than five
years or who had been apprentices or assistants
for not less than nine years.

Part III Examination was for candidates who
had been registered druggists for not less than
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fifteen years or who had been principals or
responsible managers of a business for not
less than seven years.

Candidates of all these examinations were to be examined under
modified conditions.

Part IV Examination was for persons, who after
the passing of the Act (1925) had been granted
a Preliminary certificate as an apprentice and
who had submitted evidence of attendance at an
approved course of instructions in botany,
chemistry, physics, pharmacognosy, pharmacy.

This was also a modified examination and
continued until June 30th, 1928.

After December 1929> a nev/ syllabus was introduced and the
examination was divided into two parts:-

Pent I - which included the subjects Botany, Chemistry, Physics
and Business Methods.

Part II - Pharmacognosy, Pharmacy, Latin and Prescription
Reading, Practical Pharmacy, Forensic Pharmacy and
Chemistry.

Candidates for these examinations had also to satisfy certain
requirements as to apprenticeship and attendance at approved courses.

The first examinations, under the auspices of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland were held in June 1926, in the College of
Technology, Belfast.

In accordance with the Act, these examinations

were conducted by a Special Board of Examiners which consisted of
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Professor J Small, Queen’s University, Dr S F A Acheson, a member of
the Council, representing the registered druggists and Mr T Harper
MPSI, a member of the staff of Grattan & Co Ltd, Belfast, and a
part-time teacher of pharmacy at the College of Technology, Belfast.
There v/ere seventy-two candidates for these modified examinations,
two under Part I, twenty-three under Part II and forty-seven under
Fart III.

In addition, twenty candidates were examined under Part

IV.

Courses for instruction 'and laboratory facilities were made
available at the Municipal College of Technology, Belfast, and for
Part I examination after December 1929, in various centres throughout
the province.

In the early days of the Society, lectures were also

given in pharmacy, pharmacognosy, botany and chemistry by Mr Arthur
Storey LPSI and Mr J Getty LPSI under the auspices of the Belfast
Chemists' and Druggists' Society.

A Degree in Pharmaceutics

In addition to obtaining the Society's diploma, as described, it
was also possible to be registered as a pharmaceutical chemist by
examinations in a degree course in Pharmaceutics in Qpeen's University,
(9)
Belfast.'

This course was based on the syllabus of a degree in

Chemical Technology, containing pharmaceutical subjects, in Qjueen's
University, to which reference has previously been made.

This first

appeared in the calendar of the University in 1921, when a Faculty
of Applied Science was formed.

In 1926, the name of the degree was changed to "Pharmaceutics"
but the syllabus remained unchanged.

The degree course was carried

out in three parts, an Intermediate Part I and Part II Final
examinations.

It was considered that the intermediate examination of
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the university was equivalent to the Part I of the Pharmaceutical
Society's diploma course and the university's Part I was equivalent
to the Society's final qualifying examination.

Having served an apprenticeship in accordance with the
Pharmaceutical Society's requirements and passed the Intermediate and
Final Part I examinations for the BSc in pharmaceutics of the Queen's
University, a candidate could present himself for oral and practical
examinations in pharmacy, practical pharmacy, Latin and prescription
reading of the Pharmaceutical Society.

'iVhen these were successfully

completed, the candidate was entitled to be registered as a
pharmaceutical chemist.

Associations vdth Queen's University and the College of Technology,
Belfast

During the period when the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern
Ireland was engaged in establishing an education scheme, it was given
help by both Queen's University and the College of Technology.

In

addition to a degree in Pharmaceutics, already described, the
University also conducted on behalf of the Society, a Pharmaceutical
examination for students wishing to register as apprentices and to
follow an educational course leading to the final qualifying
examinations of the Society.

The Municipal College of Technology

also provided the Pharmaceutical Society with accommodation for
teaching and for the Society's examinations.
changing conditions
syllabus and course.

Throughout the years,

resulted in amendments and extension of the
This was particularly marked after the Pharmacy

and Poisons Act (Nl) 1945» when not only was the qualification for
student entry advanced to full matriculation standard, but the nature
of the courses also changed.

Courses were from 1925/1945 essentially
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evening study.

After 1945 the concept of "sandwich" courses, now

extensively used in many educational spheres, was introduced.

Men who contributed to Pharmaceutical Education

In achieving its objectives, the Pharmaceutical Society and the
pharmaceutical profession, were indebted, in addition to those
presently involved, to noted educationalists, for their guidance and
assistance during its formative years.

Professor Henry Wren DSc Phi),

to whom reference has previously been made, was largely responsible,
with the assistance of Professor J Snail, for formulating the education
programme.

His foresight, in establishing a university degree, based

on chemistry and pharmacy, in the early twenties, placed him with the
pioneers of such matters throughout the British Isles.

In the teaching of pharmaceutical subjects, Professor Wren was
assisted by Mr Theo Harper MPSI, who gave, on a part-time basis, many
years of service to the profession, in this capacity.

Mr Harper was

a member of a family, whose members have since his time, contributed
much to pharmacy.

Mr C W Young MSc, who came to Belfast in 1929, had

the task of cultivating the "seeds" sown, and he, above all others,
developed pharmaceutical education, until his death in 1960.

Students

of that period, were indebted to 0 Yf Young, as Head of the Pharmacy
Department, for his most generous help as a teacher and as a friend.

Reciprocity

After the Pharmaceutical Society completed the arrangements for
education and the first examinations, one important matter remained
unsolved.

This was the question of reciprocity or recognition of the

qualifications of the Society by other countries.

Without such

arrangements pharmaceutical chemists registered under the auspices of
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the nov? Society, v/ere unable to practise, as such, in Great Britain,
the Colonies or other countries abroad or in the newly constituted
Irish Free State.

The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland had no

reciprocity agreement for its members with the Society of Great Britain
under the 1075 Act, and the factors which influenced that decision
remained unchanged.

Since the formation of the northern society, the

Council of the southern society had urged the Government of the day to
amend the legislation which governed their existence.

At that time,

the Irish Free State had Dominion status and under the 1908 Act (Poisons
and Pharmacy) the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, had powers to
register persons, without examination, holding approved colonial diplomas.

Opinions sought throughout the Country

On January 11th, 1928, a conference of pharmaceutical chemists and
regis tered druggists, was held in Dublin.

Mr F.T. Fitzpatrick,

President of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, presided and
representatives from all parts of the country were present.
included:-

These

the Vice President of the southern society, Mr J.J. Carroll

Colbert, President of the North Irish Pharmacists’ Association and
Mr Fred Storey, Belfast, President of the Registered Druggists'
Association of Ireland.

The conference debated, at some length,

reciprocity examination standards and proposals for a new Pharmacy
Bill for the south of Ireland.

Shortly after this event, a debate

arranged by the North Irish Pharmacists' Association took place in
Belfast, followed by a postal vote taken in May 1928 of the opinions
of pharmaceutical chemists.

Of the 514 papers sent out, 343 were

returned, 266 for, 75 against, representing a majority of 191 in
favour of reciprocity.

In the south of Ireland, opinions on reciprocity

with the Northern Society were not favourable.

In the meantime

negotiations proceeded between representatives of the Councils of the
Northern Ireland and the British Societies about the recognition of
nil n*l. 1 •fi r*. o +; 4 o-n r*
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An historic event occurred in June 1928 when representatives of
the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain visited Belfast.

This took

place during the examination period and the visitors attended some of
the examinations in progress at the Municipal College of Technology,
Belfast.

Queen’s University was also visited.

a dinner was held on June 25th, 1928.

To mark this occasion

Mr A C McBride JP, President of

the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland, presided and the guests
included, Mr Herbert Skinner, President of the Pharmaceutical Society
of Great Britain, Mr H N Linstead, Secretary and Registrar of the
Society, and Mr F J Fitzpatrick, President of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Ireland.

Those invited to meet the distinguished guests

were the Rt Hon Sir Dawson Bates, Minister of Home Affairs, Dr Livingstone,
Vice Chancellor of Queen's University, Major George Harris, Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Mr Walter Magill, Assistant
Secretary, Mr W D L Greer, Registrar of the Northern Society and Mr
J M Hamill, Solicitor of the Northern Society.

Mr Skinner's Impressions

In reply to a toast to his Society, Mr Skinner stated that he
considered the arrangements for the examinations, in the Municipal
College of Technology, were excellent.

He was going back to England

to report to his Society, with a mind impressed by the sincerity of
their endeavours "to raise pharmacy to a higher level and to the
highest level that they could possibly attain".

As a result of

further discussions between the two societies, an agreement was
reached in December 1929.

Accordingly, the British Society's Council

agreed to the follov/ing resolution: "That the agreement for the
reciprocal recognition of certain qualifications of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland be approved and that the corporate seal of
the Society be affixed thereto".
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Reciprocity Powera - Difficulties Arise

In a letter sent to the Secretary of the Northern Ireland Society
(7th March, 1929), Mr Linstead of the Society of Great Britain, stated
that after the preparation of the text of the proposed reciprocity
agreement, some difficulties had arisen.

Under the Poisons and

Pharmacy Act 1908, Section 4(C), the British Society had powers to
register, "upon payment of the prescribed fee, as pharmaceutical
chemiste or chemists and druggists under the Pharmacy Acts 1852 and
1868, without examination" persons holding colonial diplomas.

Under

the Interpretation Act the term "colonial" covered the status of
"Dominions".

Under the 1920 Act, Northern Ireland remained an

integral part of Great Britain and consequently had neither Colonial
or Dominion status, while the Irish Free State possessed Dominion
rights.

The legality of the proposed reciprocity agreement between

the Societies of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, was therefore
challenged.

The position for Northern Ireland was acute, because

reciprocity with the colonies also depended on such an agreement
being concluded with the British Society.

Significance of The Pharmacy Act, 1929

The solution to this problem was in the hands of the Imperial
Government, as legislation was necessary to amend Section 4(C) of
the Act of 1908, and thereby rectify the anomaly created by the
Government of Ireland Act.
1929^*0

This was achieved by the Pharmacy Act

Tyhich waS passed on the 10th of May, 1929*

It gave power

to the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain to make
byelaws providing for the registration without examination of persons,
registered as pharmaceutical chemists in Northern Ireland, who
produced evidence satisfactory to the Council that they were persons
of sufficient skill and knowledge to be so registered.

The reciprocity
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agreement with the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain added to
the achievements of the Council of the northern society.

It has also

been an advantage to pharmacists, since that date, who have qualified
as pharmaceutical chemists in Northern Ireland and subsequently wished
to practise in Great Britain.

In the years immediately following the

inception in 1925 the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland made
considerable progress.

At the end of three years the numbers on the

registers were as follows:-

Pharmaceutical Chemists 559» Superintendents

of bodies corporate (PhC) 44» Chemists and Druggists 16, Superintendents
of bodies corporate (C & D) 2, Registered Druggists 318, Superintendents
of bodies corporate (RD) 2, Certified Assistants 17, Apprentices 317.

Sir Dawson Bates, Minister of Home Affaire, when introducing the
Home Office estimates in the Parliament of Northern Ireland on May 19th,
1929, stated that "he would like to take that opportunity of saying a
word in regard to the operation of the Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1925,
administered by his Department and to express his appreciation of the
work performed by the members of the first Pharmaceutical Council.

Not

only had they devoted their time and energy to improving their own
status as a Society and as members of a profession, but they had also
assisted the Government materially in ensuring that the laws regulating
the sale of poisons and dangerous drugs were observed by all druggists
and chemists and other qualified persons who had been in the habit of
selling these commodities".

On a later occasion (June, 1929) in the Northern Parliament, Sir
Dawson Bates stated that he was happy to say that since the establishment
of the Northern Ireland Pharmaceutical Society, its career had been one
of continued success.

As a result of the reciprocity agreement, there

was for the first time in the history of pharmacy in Northern Ireland
complete statutory authority for reciprocity between the Society and
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the parent body in England,

This reciprocity also involved reciprocity

and recognition as batv/een Northern Ireland and the British Dominions.
"This", added Sir Dawson, "was an important matter for the Society and
for the future generations of chemists coming from Northern Ireland."

During the formative years of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Northern Ireland, cordial relationships existed with the southern
Society.

This has continued throughout the years, during which both

Societies have directed pharmaceutical affairs and the practice of
pharmacy in their respective spheres.

Advancement in Educational Standards

'with the advancement in pharmaceutical science which had occurred
from the 15 301s, it became apparent to the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland, that the educational standards of the
pharmacist must continue to advance.

This was ultimately achieved in

the 1960's when the Council decided to phase out their diploma
examinations which were to be replaced by a degree in Pharmacy, as the
only means of qualifying as a pharmaceutical chemist.

This was followed

by the provision of accommodation for pharmacy students, as an integrated
unit within Queen's University.

This unit constituted a Department of

Pharmacy in which the first Chair of Pharmacy was established.

Professor

P.F. D'Aroy PhD PPS was appointed to this Chair and since that time has
given an enthusiastic and energetic leadership, which has produced
marked advancement in the work and achievements of the department.

Progress of the Pharmaceutioal Society of Northern_Ireland

Since the formation, the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern
Ireland has carried out its responsibilities
distinction.

with considerable

The statistics complied from the registers maintained
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in accordance v/ith the 1925 Act, illustrate this continued growth.
Up to 1930

(12)

registered Pharmacists provided traditional services for

the public of the province, which included the responsible duties as
authorised sellers of scheduled poisons, in accordance with legal
requirements and the dispensing of prescriptions.

After 1930, when the medical benefits of the National Insurance
scheme became applicable to Northern Ireland, pharmacists provided
the pharmaceutical services under the scheme for those eligible to
obtain such benefits.

This continued to 1948> when the comprehensive

Health Scheme under the Health Services Act (NT) 1948 was introduced.
Pharmacists undertook to provide pharmaceutical services in this
scheme on a contractural basis.

The introduction of this scheme was virtually the end of the
dispensing of private prescriptions, but the increase in the numbers
and costs of prescriptions dispensed under the Health Services
accounts for the fact that the Pharmaceutical Services are a major
portion of the expenditure of the general health services.

Pharmacists in Northern Ireland, as contractors to the Health
Authorities have provided the pharmaceutical services in the general
Health Services, effectively and efficiently and to the satisfaction
of both the authorities concerned and the public, for whom the
service was provided.

Hospital Pharmaceutical Services in Northern Ireland

In addition to the provision of pharmaceutical services in the
community, a hospital service is also being provided by pharmacists
employed by hospital authorities.

This service, which existed

before 1948 mainly in the larger hospitals, was expanded after that
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date to cover virtually all the hospitals in the province.

In conclusion, a reference must be included, to the work of
many pharmacists who trained under the auspices of the Pharmaceutical
Society and in Queen's University and who elected to work outside the
province.

Some of these work in general pharmaceutical practice in

many countries, while others have added to their primary qualification
and achieved distinction in other scientific fields and in other
professions.

Among their numbers, some held important positions in

pharmaceutical and other industries, research and in teaching in
universities and similar institutions.
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CHAPTSR

XII

Comment and Discussion
G R Elton^^ -writes that "the process of historical enquiry and
reconstruction must work by means of selection.

The mass of extant

history cannot be rendered or even recorded without a deliberate
choice by the historian, preserving this and discarding that".

The study of the development of the Pharmaceutical profession in
Ireland, was no exception, and as indicated in the preface, this was
the selected line of approach to this study.

Because of the vast amount of relevant information, from the many
aspects of the practice of pharmacy, which became available, it soon
also became apparent, that it was a difficult task to complete an account
of such a wide and interesting activity, without a sense of inadequacy.

Legislation

History reaches no conclusions, but its study

provides knowledge

which contributes to an understanding of the present.

This was

particularly applicable to legislation, which was the obvious guide to
the intricate paths

by which the practice of pharmacy developed

through the years.

If history can provide lessons, perhaps it may be said
practitioners of pharmacy, were too often

that the

subjected to the results or

effects of legislation, instead of being directly involved in the
making.

At that stage, diversity of opinions where they existed

have been resolved.
laws.

should

This may have, in numerous cases, produced better

Otherwise, a compromise resulted which is often

interests of pharmacy.

not in the best

Education and Training

Throughout the history of pharmacy, from the end of the seventeenth
century, the significance of training and at a later date education,
were recognised.

Thus the Apothecaries used apprenticeship for such

purposes, through the medium of the ancient Guilds.

With the introduction of the Apothecaries' Act in 1791> it was
interesting to find, in addition to apprenticeship, the implementation
of examinations for entry as an apprentice and for the qualification
of an Apothecary who intended "to open shop" and follow "the art and
mystery of an Apothecary".

From the formation of the Fnannaceutical Society of Ireland and at
a later date, the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland, training,
education and examinations, for students, for admission to their
respective registers, have, from the public's viewpoint, been
accomplished with success.

A brief account of the progress in education in Northern Ireland
has already been given.

Similar changes occurred in the educational

policy of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, from 1875 onwards.
In 1952 a new extended educational course was introduced and this was
followed by the recognition of "the College of Pharmacy" controlled
by the Pharmaceutical Society, by the state department concerned.

As early as 1946, the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland, had discussions with university authorities, about the
introduction of a degree course for pharmacy.

This was achieved in

1961, when the National University of Ireland recognised courses taken
at University College and at the Society's College of Pharmacy, and
held examinations for a degree of Bachelor of Science on Pharmacy.
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The Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland recognises

such graduates,

after a further examination in Forensic Pharmacy and specified practical
training, for registration as pharmaceutical chemists.

For various

reasons, qualification for pharmacy, by a university degree was inevitable.
With the establishment of matriculation for student entry, the first steps
had been accomplished.

Throughout the years, advancement of syllabuses

for the Societies’ examinations

was a necessity, to maintain pace with

advancing pharmaceutical sciences.
the diploma examinations

Obviously, in time the standards for

of the Society

approached university degree

standards.

University education not only provided the basic educational
requirements for pharmacists, but it also enabled
so

to obtain higher degrees.

those wishing to do

These were very desirable for pharmacists

seeking specialised posts in the hospital service, and also in industry,
research and academic work.

With a graduate standard as an educational requirement the
Pharmaceutical Societies, in both the north and south of Ireland, are
now in a favourable position, in relation to the negotiations proceeding
about uniformity of standards in an European Community.

In recent years, some professions have experienced difficulty in
obtaining adequate manpov/er.

This begins at the point of student entry.

Because pharmacy is included in the curriculums of universities, such
courses are more readily considered by students, with the necessary
academic qualifications at the secondary schools, when a choice of a
career is being made.

Pharmacy has attracted, since advancement of

the educational standards, more than an adequate intake of students.
This will assure a competent pharmaceutical profession in the future.
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Professional Responsibilities of a Pharmacist
Since the formation of a Pharmaceutical Society in Ireland, over
a century ago, the responsibilities of a pharmacist in the community
can be broadly defined as:
(a)

A compounder or dispenser of prescriptions.

(b)

A supplier of medicines or other pharmaceutical products,
in accordance with the requirements of the public.

(c)

An authorised seller of poisons.

Over the years, the complexity of therapeutic substances dispensed
and the extent of their usage

are beyond

predecessors of present day pharmacists.

even the imagination of the
Yet with this somewhat

revolutionary change, associated with the introduction of advanced
educational standards, it is surprising to observe that the original
narrow orientation of the pharmacists
virtually unchanged.

in the community

has remained

In the Hospital Services in Northern Ireland the

introduction of recommendations from the Noel Hall Report and of
restructuring of the administration of the Health and Social Services,
have produced opportunities for development.

As a result, considerable

changes have and are talcing place in the practice of pharmacy as
applied to hospital services.

Throughout the history of pharmacy, the professional responsibilities
of the pharmacist have been intrinsically associated with commercial
activities, namely retail selling.

This arises from one or more of the

following factors
(a)

economic necessity;

(b)

associations from the past;

(c)

needs or requests of the public;

(d)

by the pharmacist’s choice, which in some cases is influenced
by tradition.
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Activities associated with the past include the sale of cosmetic
preparations, soaps, and toothpastes, which in earlier days before
their manufacture by specialists, were often prepared in the local
pharmacy.

Hence the source of such preparations, in many cases,

continues to be the pharmacy.

Other commerical activities of the pharmacist

would appear to

have no origins in history or are of any relevance to the accepted
role of the pharmacist.

Undoubtedly, activity of this kind can impair

professional relationships with the public, as throu^i them the
pharmacy becomes equated with other commercial outlets and the pharmacist
with the role of a salesman.

This is incompatible with the education

and the role of the pharmacist in society.

Be1f-Me dication

Involvement in commercial activities
products, on the other hand, place

when related to pharmaceutical

the pharmacist in a position where

his professional training can be of considerable benefit to the public.
This relates to self-medication, by the public, using purchased medicines.

This process, which has been the subject of numerous investigations
and research projects, is undoubtedly a factor of importance to the
health of the population.

In Ireland, "patent" medicines began to

replace the rural folk medicines and the herbal remedies in the late
nineteenth century.

Their use was extended, partly because of the

cost of medical treatment to the largely rural population.
(2)
A report of a Working Party (1972-1973) - "Abuses of Medicines"' '

states that since I960 an increasing number of authorities have accepted
the view that self-medication is unlikely to disappear.
arguments quoted in favour of this view were:-

The main
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(1) Self-Medication is more readily available, more convenient and
in some countrjes, still cheaper than professional help in
relievjn^; certain minor symptoms and ailments.

(2) Self-Medication keeps the individual functioning at times

when

he would otherwise be quite unnecessarily indisposed by
indigestion, headache or constipation.

(3) Self-Medication relieves an unnecessarily heavy load on the
medical services.

(4) The need for autotherapy appears to be so great that if simple
home medicines are not available, the layman will find other
ways of treating himself, which are less reliable and less
simple to control and direct.

By far the greater part of medicines bought by the public and used
in the process of self-medication, is obtained through pharmacies.
\7hile many papers have been published on self-medication, few have
determined the exact scope and nature of self-medication in different
countries.

It is, however, established that of the considerable number

of people who participate in self-medication, at any period, a small
proportion only seek medical advice.

The Pharmaceutical profession has

fulfilled responsibilities in this field, and advises, or if necessary,
warns the purchaser of medicines, about self-medication, even in some
cases, to the detriment of business interests.

Self-medication, irrespective of any objections which may be raised
against it, will be a factor in the health of the population in the
foreseeable future.
effectively

Here perhaps the pharmacist could be used more

in educating the public, if and how self-medication can

be used and to protect them at the same time from injury or abuse
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arising from self-treatments.

The Medicines Act of 1968, clearly established the importance of
supervision by pharmacists, of the sale of medical products.

In the

White Paper, presented to Parliament (Westminster) in 1967, prior to
the introduction of the Act, it stated that the law, as it then was,
relating to the retail and supply of medicines was far from comprehensive
in its scope and application.

It assumed that medicines were ordinary

commodities which could be sold anywhere and be left to ordinary
commercial pressures, except for the few which could be risks to the
public through mis-use, abuse or accident.

Consequently safeguards

were applied only to a limited number of substances.

This left the

public open to the risks of uncontrolled medication.

The White Paper

continued, by adding that drugs and medicines were not ordinary
commodities, and except for a defined range that are suitable for selfmedication by the public, or for use by owners of animals, should be
sold at registered pharmacies where pharmacists were in charge, to
exercise a proper professional discretion over the sale and supply of
medicines to the public.

Conclusion

Never, in the history of mankind, has such progress been achieved,
in the relief of suffering and pain or in treatment of diseases as
during the past fifty years.

Scientific research already indicates

further achievements in the future.

Subjects, such as drug metabolism,

toxicology, drug actions, interactions and reactions, which have in the
past

been realms

in which, chiefly pharmacologists were concerned,

are now part of the curriculum of the pharmaceutical student.
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Utilization of pharmacists' training in modem pharmaceutical
sciences

will be necessary to the medical prescriber in procuring

optimum use of available medicinal products.

This will involve the

pharmacists’ participation in specialized fields, such as drug
information services, drug monitoring systems, drug interaction
investigations, etc,especially in the hospital services and in less
specialized ways, but equally important, in general pharmaceutical
services in the community.

Such actions would have profound effects

on pharmaceutical practice which could only be achieved, by perhaps
a change of direction from the present narrow orientation of
pharmaceutical work, associated with a restructured plan for the
economics of pharmacy.
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APPENDICES

NOTE:

IN THE FOLLOWING APPENDICES, THE ORIGINAL WORDS
AND SPELLING HI SOME OP 'HIE CHARTERS AND LAV/S
HAVE BEEN RETAINED.
BECAUSE THE OLD FORM OF THE LETTER "S" COULD NOT
BE REPRODUCED IN TYPE, IT IS REPRESENTED, V/HERE
IT OCCURS, BY THE LETTER "f".

APPENDIX

A. I

FACSIMILE OF A nCBLIN IIAKBER-CinuniGEON’S CERTIFICATE, I6.T.1, FROM
DR. W. FRAZER'S COLLECTION OF MSS.
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The following is the above Certificate printed so as to render it more easily read :—
The Examinaton of Robert Lucas of the Psli of St Michans Barber-Chirurgion taken before methis
Pth day of 'Jber l(i3<.,
U ho being duly examined concerning his knowlodg of ttie danger of such woundes hurts <5c cults wch
Edward Svkes of the same victualer received from Captn Pateirk Barnewell savlh that this Examt hath
beene vmploved in searching and applying Plasters unto the said woundes this 3rd dayes and hath dressed
them foure tvmes and at the last dressing preeiveth that the said wounds are not mortall but recov'able and
curable and savth that he feareth not (by God’s v\ssistance) to make him whole in a shorte tyme but not to
warrant him wthonte a maime.
Rorkut Li jkas.
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A. II

Book of Enrolment of Apprentices (1555) of the Guild of St Mary
Magdalene, showing the form of oath taken by the original members of
the Guild.
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APPEITDIX

II. A

Oath taken by the original members and their successors, of the
Guild of Saint Mary Magdalene;
"Heer foloweth the othe of the master and wardines also bretheme
of Mary Magdalen is yelde callid the fraternite of the Barbor crafte of
the citie of Dublin from tyme that ther charter was purchasid, that
every of them have gywen at the time of ther creacon and increase into
the said yelde.
"Firsts, yS shall swere him by his name and nacone, as here folowith,
I Jone or I herri filch' and soforth, by this holy evangelists boke do
swere promit and bynd yoresilfe all dissimilacon fraud and dissent put
apart, To Hobor God and Mary Magdalene accordynge to the dayes and all
tymmes apoynted aftir the custumes and statutis made and to be made
concemynge and schall conceme (now and in tyme to cum) the honestie
and behoif of this gelde of God and Saynt Marie Magdalen, and the saide
statutes, laudable custumes, and lawes to observe and kepe, with all
your diligens, and also with helps of yore goodes, and likewise to
humble yorsilfe with honestie and good manners, and so to be obedient
to the master and wardines this tyme and all tymes, and to their
successors after them during the tyme of yore life, notwithstanding if
I scholde change the copi of the Barber's crafte, yet to gyve and yelde
in with and uppon all maner artis, and to berre all maner of chargis
with them like as I had continewed using the Barbor's crafte duringe
yore life, and as sone as I are citid or warn to cum to the place where
mastir and wardines other any of the brethered by the said raastir and
wardines comandement schall assinge yow to cum, and ther to apier
personalli, I wills redy if God will giwe yow licens (all fayned
excusacons put apart). Ho man is helps or counsaile I schall desire to
resists the mastir and wardines of the said yelde or fraternite neither
yo'silfe to use rebellion nether to gyw counsail privey other apert
therto agaynste the mastir or wardines of the saide yelde.
Furder more
I promitt by the vertu of the same othe that if it so chaunce that ther
scholde rise any discorde fray other strif in words or dede between
master wardines and yow or any other brother of the said fratemitie
and yow also, then to abide the sayng of fours of the bretheme within
the said yelde (all other mastres of the citie and inferiors with other
craftis of the same to be excluded) as concerninge any discencon within
the said yelde.
Allso I do promit by this boke othe to gyw and yelde
with the saide fraternite painge quarterage all dewties multis peynes
and fines put unto yowr charge by the saide mastir and wardines without
any resistens or else to deliver a pledge to the valu of yowre offens
or contempts committed by yow, and I do not lo:
then by the mastir and
wardynes comaundementis to take such correecon within the wards of the
news gate of Dublin, and ther to rests till they bring yow owt, and if
I cum owt presumptuusly of the saide wards without licens of mastir and
wardines that then to pay twentie schillinges irische to the raastir and
wardines and to the behoof of the yelde forsaide and so to go within y'
new gate agayne till they bring yow forth oute. Moreover, if it so hap
that I schold rebell and disobey mastir and wardines of the same yelde
persevering in rebellion by the space of a months agaynste master and
wardines then forthwith to be expulsed by the saide mastir and wardines
without any furder grace, and so to confesse your silfe giltie, and so
not to use secret nethir opinli the Barber's crafte within the citie of
Dublin againe, and to close the dore and syndowes of your schop, neghir
to use yo' crafte then the tenor of the charter will pemitte or suffer
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all the preraissis and all articles within the boke or may depende of
them to kepe and observe here I do swer so God yow helpe and this holy
evangelists as I schall answer the day of judgment before God and all
the angelis of hewne."
At the end appears a note in Latin that this oath of the Barbers*
gild or fraternity of St Mary Magdalene was written by Barnaby Kelly,
scribe, at the request of Thomas Grace, master, and of Henry Filch,
late holder of that office, in the year 1535»
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A.Ill

CHARTER OF HENRY VI, 1446, GRANTED TO THE GUILD OF ST MARY
MAGDALENE
Henry by the grace of God, King of Eingland and France, and lord
of Ireland, to all to whom these present letters shall come greeting;
know ye that of our special grace, with the assent of the venerable
father in Christ, Richard, Archbishop of Dublin, our Justiciary of
Ireland, to the praise of God, and in honour of the B. V. M., St Mary
Magdalene and all saints, and for fulfilling the pious proposal and
wholesome intention of our beloved and faithful, Richard, Archbishop
of Dublin, Giles Thomdon, esquire, our Treasurer of Ireland, Brother
Thomas Talbot, prior of Kilmayaynham, Brother V/illiam, prior of the
House of St John without the new gate, Dublin, Christopher Bemevall,
our Chief Justice of Ireland, Robert Douedall, Chief Justice of our
Common Bench in Ireland, Michael Gryffyn, Chief Baron of the Exchequer,
Edward Somerton, our serjeant at laws, Stephen Roache, Attorney-General,
Edward Bryan, James Cheyny, barber, Philip Leghelyn, barber, John Bron,
barber, Richard Russell, barber, Stephen Broun, barber, and John Vale,
barber, for us our heirs and successors, we have granted licence that
they or the survivors of them to the praise of God and in honour of St
Mary Magdalene and all saints may found, of themselves and other persons,
as well men as women, a fraternity or gild of the art of Barbers of our
city of Dublin, to be called the fraternity or gild of St Mary Magdalene,
and may receive as brethern and sisters any honest and fitting persons
willing freely to join them; and that the brothers of the said fraternity
or gild so founded may elect each year a master and two wardens belonging
to the art of Barbers, for the rule and governance of the fraternity and
for the custody of all lands, tenements, rents, possessions, goods and
chattels which henceforth may happen to be acquired, given, or assigned,
or which may happen to belong to the said fraternity or gild, for the
rule and governance of the art of Barbers in our said city and the suburbs
of the same.
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TRAJISLATION OF TKa CHARTER OF ELIZABETH I, 1577, GRANTSD TO
THIS GUILD OF ST MARY MAGDALSNE
"Elizabeth by the Grace of God of England France and Ireland Queen
Defender of the Faith and soforth To all persons to whom these present
Letters may come Greeting- VThereas our most dearly beloved progenitor
Henry the Sixth late King of England by his Letters patent dated at
Dublin the eighteenth day of October in the twenty-fifth year of his
Reign of his special Grace with the Assent of the Reverend Father in
Christ Richd. Arch-Bishop of Dublin then his Justice of his Land of
Ireland for the praise of God and Honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary
St Mary Magdalene and all Saints thoroughly to fulfil the pious purpose
and good Intention of his beloved and faithful Richard Arch-Bishop of
Dublin Giles Thomdon Esquire his Treasurer of Ireland Brother Thos.
Talbot Prior of Kilmainham Brother William Prior of the House of St John
without Hew Gate Dublin Christopher Bamewall his Chief Justice in his
Land of Ireland Robert Dowdall his Chief Justice of his Common Bench of
Ireland michl. Gryffen Chief Baron of his Exchequer aforesaid Edward
Somerton his Sergeant at Law in his Land of Ireland Stephen Roche his
Attorney Edward Brian James Cheny Barbers Philip Leghlen Barber John
Browne Richard Russell Barbers Stephen Barby and John Vale Barbers
Granted unto them and gave Licence for him his Heirs and Successors as
much as in him lay That they or the Survivors of them for the praise of
God and Honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all Saints might begin
anew found initiate establish enter upon and make a Fraternity or Guild
of the Art of Barbers of his City of Dublin bo be for ever called or
named the Fraternity or Guild of Saint Mary Magdalene to consist of
themselves and other persons as well Men as Uomen and to receive admit
and accept of any other persons whatsoever fit and discreet and freely
willing to join them as Brothers and Sisters of the Fraternity or Guild
aforesaid.
"And that the Brothers of the Fraternity or Guild aforesaid so begun
founded initiated and established might every year have one Master and
two Wardens of themselves who shall be of the Art of Barbers for the
Rule Governance and Oversight of such Fraternity or Guild and Custody
of all Lands Tenements rents possessions Goods and Chattels which to the
said Fraternity or Guild aforesaid were heretofore given granted or
assigned or to the said Fraternity or Guild should thereafter happen to
belong for the Rule and Governance of the Art of Barbers aforesaid in
the City aforesaid and the suburbs thereof and that such Master and
Wardens for the time being with the advice and consent of the more
discreet Brethren of the Art aforesaid might have full power to elect
ordain nominate and successively appoint other Master and Wardens from
year to year for the rule Governance and Superintendence of such Fraternity
or Guild and Art aforesaid and Custody of all Lands and Tenements rents
and possessions Goods and Chattels aforesaid to be had in form aforesaid
and them and each of them from time to time when it should be necessary
and expedient from the offices aforesaid to exonerate and remove and
others of the Art aforesaid in his place as it should be expedient to
put and appoint and might have keep and use a common seal for the Affairs
and Business to the said Fraternity or Guild belonging which Seal should
remain under the Custody of the said Master and Wardens for the time
being with all and singular other Gifts Grants Authority Customs Privileges
Franchises and Immunities as in and by the aforesaid Letters patent
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bearing date the day and year above mentioned and remaining of Record
in the Rolls of our Chancery of our Kingdom of Ireland may more fully
appear.
AND \VE having maturely considered how useful and necessary it
would be for preserving the Health of the Human Body that there were
more persons skilled in the Art of Chirurgery within the City of Dublin
aforesaid Sickness and Infirmities committing vast Havoc for the
promotion and exercise of which Art the aforesaid Fraternity and Guild
of Barbers was created and established by our aforesaid most beloved
pregenitor Henry and because there are now two distinct Societies
practising the said Art and Faculty in our City aforesaid (vizt) one
of Barbers and the other of Chirurgeons which said Society of Chirurgeons
is not as yet constituted nor incorporated into any Body Politic and it
being necessary to blend join and reduce the said distinct and separate
Societies of Barbers and Chirurgeons into one Body that in one close
aggregate and connected Fellowship the Art and Science of Chirurgery
might flourish as well in Theory as in Practice and would greatly conduce
to and be a means of perfectly learning and exercising the art aforesaid
and assisting both themselves and their present and future apprentices
of our more abundant Grace certain knowledge and mere motion with the
assent of our dearly beloved and faithful Councillor Sir Henry Sydney
Knt. of our most Noble Order of the Garter President of our Council of
our Marches of Wales one of our Privy Council in our Kingdom of England
and our Deputy General of our Kingdom of Ireland aforesaid and with the
advice and consent of our Council of our said Kingdom HAVE given and
granted as much as in us lies to our Beloved subjects William Kelly
Richard Egerton Richard Luttrell Stephen Cradock Rowland Merry Walter
Naghtyne John Birde Thomas Newman and Patrick Drynan Chirurgeons of our
City of Dublin aforesaid.
That they and all others admitted into the
Liberties of either Fraternity or Society aforesaid according to the
custom of our City aforesaid are hereby from henceforth united and in
fact and in name made one entire Society Body and perpetual Community.
And that the said Body Society and Community of Chirurgeons shall from
henceforth be named and called the Fraternity or Guild of St Mary
Magdalene in Dublin and that by the seme name they and their successors
shall implead and be impleaded before all Judges and Justices whatsoever
in all Courts Actions Suits and Pleas whatsoever and that by the same
Name they are persons fit and capable to acquire and possess in Fee and
perpetuity Lands and Tenements rents services and other possessions
whatsoever and that they may have a Common Seal for the service of the
Business of the said Fraternity or Guild for ever.
AND V/HEREAS the aforesaid Master and Wardens of the Fraternity of
Barbers of our City of Dublin aforesaid and the aforesaid Body Society
and Community of Chirurgeons of our City aforesaid Have humbly besought
us That they and their Successors for the furtherance and advantage of
the said several Arts should be from henceforth made one Body Corporate.
MOW YE that We of our more abundant Special Grace certain Knowledge and
mere Motion with the Assent aforesaid Have given and granted and by these
presents Do give and grant for us our heirs and successors as much as in
us is to the said Master or Wardens of the Fraternity of Barbers aforesaid
and to their Successors that the aforesaid Body Society and Community of
Chirurgeons aforesaid for ever after the date of these presents may be
shall be and shall be named and called the Master Wardens and Fraternity
of Barbers and Chirurgeons of the Guild of St Mary Magdalene within our
City of Dublin and do ordain create and found them for ever hereafter
one Body Corporate in Fact Deed and Name of one Master two V/ardens and
Fraternity of Barbers and Chirurgeons of the Guild aforesaid and do
constitute and establish them to continue for time perpetual and WE do
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unite incorporate make constitute create declare ordain and appoint the
said Master wardens and Fraternity of Barbers aforesaid and the aforesaid
Body Society and Community of Chirurgeons one Body Corporate and by these
presents do declare them and their successors for ever hereafter to be
united Incorporated and one Body made and established. And that they from
henceforth for ever by the name of Master Wardens and Fraternity of
Barbers and Chirurgeons of the Guild of St Mary Magdalene within our City
of Dublin aforesaid may plead and be Impleaded answer and be answered
before any Justices and Ministers whatsoever of us our Heirs and Successors
in all Courts and places whatsoever of or for sill or any manner of actions
real or personal mixed. And that they and their successors may have for
ever one Common Seal to serve them for sealing their Acts Deeds and
Business. And further of our more abundant special Grace certain knowledge
and mere motion with the assent aforesaid We have given granted and
confirmed and by these presents for us our Heirs and Successors Do give
grant and confirm as much as in us is to the aforesaid Master Wardens and
Fraternity of Barbers and Chirurgeons of the Guild of St Mary Magdalene
within our City of Dublin aforesaid and to their Successors all and
singular the Liberties Franchises Gifts Grants Authorities Customs
privileges Immunities and Prescriptions which our aforesaid most dearly
beloved Predecessor Henry the Sixth to the aforesaid Master and Wardens
of the Barbers by the name of the Fraternity or Guild of St Mary Magdalene
or by any other name v/hatsoever heretofore hath given or granted. And
that they and their Successors may and can use enjoy possess and exercise
all and singular the aforesaid Liberties Franchises Gifts Grants
Authorities Customs Privileges Immunities and Prescriptions and every
of them in as ample manner and form as the aforesaid Master and Wardens
of the Barbers or by any other Name whatsoever by virtue of the Letters
patent aforesaid heretofore used enjoyed or exercised or of right ought
to use exercise or enjoy any omission abuse or non use thereof or any
other cause matter or thing whatsoever in any wise notwithstanding. And
further We have given and granted and by these Presents Do give and grant
to the said Master Wardens and Fraternity of Barbers ahd Chirurgeons of
the Guild of St Mary Magdalene within our City of Dublin aforesaid that
they and their Successors may peaceably jointly and indifferently Have
hold and for ever possess all Lands Tenements Hereditaments and Possessions
whatsoever which the aforesaid Fraternity or Guild of Barbers or by any
other Name whatsoever heretofore held and possessed to the use of the
said Master Wardens and Fraternity of Barbers and Chirurgeons aforesaid.
And that they and their Successors may yearly and every year Nominate and
Elect one Master and two wardens of themselves of the Arts aforesaid or
either of them to the Rule Governance and oversight of the Guild aforesaid
and the custody of all Lands rents possessions Goods and Chattels which
to the said Fraternity or Guild aforesaid in manner aforesaid belong or
hereafter shall be acquired given granted or assigned to them. We also
grant to the said Master Wardens and Fraternity of Barbers and Chirurgeons
aforesaid and their Successors that no person in the said City of Dublin
nor in the Suburbs thereof or within the Franchises of the said City shall
exercise any of the said Arts of Chirurgery or Barbers unless he shall be
admitted so to do by the aforesaid Master and Wardens or their Successors
for the time being and by the major part of the Brethren of said Guild by
Letters of the said Master Wardens and Brethren sealed with the Common
Seal of the said Guild under the penalty of Five pounds sterling for
every month in which he is not admitted and shall exercise any of the
Arts or Faculties aforesaid to be levied received and applied to the use
of the said Guild. And this without fine or fee for the premises or
sealing of these presents to be made paid or in any wise rendered to us
and without any Writ of ad quod Damnum or any other Writs or Inquisitions
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or Mandates to be thereupon had made or prosecuted. So that express
Mention of the true jrearly value or of the Certainty of the Premises
or any of them or of any other Gifts or Grants by us or by any of our
Ancestors to the said Fraternities of Barbers and Chirurgeons before
this present day made and in these Presents not appearing to be made or
any other Statute Act Ordinance Proclamation Law Usage Custom Restriction
or Proviso or any other cause matter or thing whatsoever in any wise
notwithstanding. In Testimony whereof We have caused these our Letters
to be made Patent. Witness our Deputy aforesaid at Dublin the Fourteenth
day of September in the'Nineteenth year of our Reign.
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COSTS OF RENEWING THE CHARTER OF ELIZABETH I, 1577
Paid Thomas Dillon and Mr Dormer, our learned counsellors,
about the renewing of our charter, 30th April, 1577>
Paid Mr Dormer's clerk for engrossing it
"

...

Queen's serjeant and his clerk for writing the
Pian t,
...
...
...
••
• • •

"

Parchment about same charter,
• •
• • •
(Eight skins of the largest sort.)

"

for a veal skin to write the charter on,

"

for a book of gold to trim our charter,

"

for white and gold lace for same,

Great seal and writing of same,

...

Privy Signet,

...

...

...

Registering said charter,

...

.......

Box to keep our charter in, .......
Hinges and clasps for same,
Lock and key,

•••

••<

........

To our learned counsel for perusing our charter,

409*
5s.

10s.
5s.4d.

l6d.
2s.6d.
3s.

40s.
6s.8d.
I2d.
1s.6d.
18d.
8d.
3s.6d.

(Mr Serjeant Fitzsimones is to be 'ensured' for his learned counsel
and for making and devising of our charter.)
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GHAUT OF ARMS TO TOE BARBER-SURGEONS1 COMPANY, 1645
The arms of the Barber-Surgeons' Company v/ere nearly an exact
copy of those granted to the London Company. In 1642 Dr William Roberts
was appointed Ulster King-at-Anns. He made a grant of arms to the
company in consideration of the services which they had rendered to the
sovereign:"WILLIAM ROBERTS Doctor of the Civill Lawe Vluester Kinge of Armes
of the whole Kingdome of Ireland &c. To all and singular as well nobles
Kinges of Armes Heralds and other Officers at Armes as Gentlemen and
others to whome these present Letters Patents shall come sendeth greetings
&c. Whereas these Emblemes of honnour depicted in shields now commonly
called Armes have formerly not only benne given to persons of iminence
and estimation for services done their Soveraignes in Martiall or Civil
imployments (whereby they and their posteritie have benne destinguished
from the meere servile and ignoble multitude and their descents and
Genealogies preserved from confusion) but allso ever since the
establishment of good and Civill Governement under Monarchie Citties
tomes and Corporations by y® favour of their Princes and meritt of
their services have benne endowed with divers liberties and privileges
conduceing to the freedoms and commoditie of the Citizens by which
enfranchisements forreighners have been wholy debarred to intrude uppon
their priviledges which said Citties and townes have had devised for
them and confirmed unto them (by the authority of their Soveraignes)
Common Seales with some Emblemes engraven in Sheilds silently denoting
their Services and deserts that they might use the same in matters
touching their publique affaires the better to prevent forgeries and
Receipts each of which have in processe of time (and that not improperly)
benne called the Armes of such Corporations in respect they doe and may
lawfully advance the same depicted in Standards Banners Ensignes Penons
Sheilds or any other Martiall habilaments or matters of tryumph or
publique shewes tendeng to the honnour of said Citties or townes. And
whereas (by farther services done by such Corporacons) perticuler
professions therein have benne incorporated into destinct Companies y
(with y more facility and convenience) they might manage their owne
perticuler affaires and allso have had one common seale given them
differing from y of their Corporation of the citty or any other Company
therein incorporated or in any other Citties or tovmes. And whereas it
as improper and inconvenient for a perticuler profession incorporated
to use in their Common Seale the Armes of a company of another citty
(although of the like profession) as for one Citty or towne to use the
Armes of another in their Seales unlesse such Citty or towne doe use ye
said Armes with some difference or marke of diminution to denote its
subordination to such Citty or towne whose Armes they beare soe
differenced and to yeeld some acknolleoigemente that their liberties and
priviledges are dependant on others. Wherefore I haveing taken it into
my consideration how ye the Company of Barber Chyrurgeons of the Citty
of Dublin (being made a Corporation by Kinge Henry the Sixth and endowed
with many faire priviledges and liberties) haveing noe dependance on any
other Citty yet notv^ithetanding they have for some space used in their
Common Seale the Armes of the Company of Barber Chyrurgeons of ye Citty
of London with some small difference being a note of diminution or
subordination. In consideration of the premises and att the request
of the Master and the rest of the said Company of Barher Chyrurgeons
and in perpetuall memory of (not only ye ever constant loyalty of the
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said citty of Dublin and the irany great end famour services by them
done their Severaignes the Kinges of England) but allso for the many
speciall and memorable services done both in times of peace and warre
by the said Company of Barber Chyrurgeons to their said Soveraignes in
ancient times &c. allso of late to our now most gracious Soveraigne
Lord King Charles in his late and present Armies in this Kingdome by the
power and authority given mee by our most gratious Soveraigne Lord King
Charles under the great Seale of Ireland I doe hereby give graunt ratefie
and confinne unto the said Company of Barber Chyrurgeons forever not only
as an emblem© of their singuler abilities in matters concerning their
professions but allso of their ancient.loyallty and present fidelity and
many good services done his sacred Matie this Atcheivement depicted in
the raargent and blazoned as followeth viz' Parted by a crosse of England
charged with a lyon passant gardant argent crowned Or these two coates
armour quartered viz' the first Argent a cheveron gules betwixt three
Cinquefoyles azure The second Coat Armour Azure a Harpe crowned Or The
third as the second the fowerth as the first The Creast on a helme and
v/reath argent and gules St Mary Magdalene &c. Mantled gules doubled
argent Supported by a Leopard proper and an Irish Greyhound argent each
gorged with a Ducall Coronett and standing on a scrowle with their motto
viz CHRISTI SALVS NOSTRA. Y/hich said Atcheivement by the power and
authority aforesaid I doe hereby give and graunt the said Company together
incorporate full power and authority henceforth being engraven in any
metall to use as the publique Seale of their said Corporation and to
cause the same to bee depicted engraven used or borne or advanced at any
time or in any kind hereafter as hath benne accustomed by incorporate
companies in any citty in his Ma^s dominions. I allso by the power and
authority aforesaid doe hereby graunt that if any perticuler member of
the said Corporation who hath noe assurance of certaine knolledge of any
Coat Armour borne by his Ancestours nor hath had Coate Armour graunted
or confirmed unto him by a King of Armes shall desire to have his
funeralls celebrated after the most decent manner befitting his quality
hee may beire on his hearse and use otherwise at that time according to
the ancient and moderne customes of the Cheifest Cittyes of England the
Atcheivement of the said Corporation without supporters Creast or Motto
and allso to all others who are Gentlemen of blood or Coat Armour to
beare the same placed by their owne Armes on their heirses att their
burialls or funeralls to denote their profession provided theire bee
direction given for the decent ordering thereof by my selfe or
successours myne or their Martiall Martialls Deputy or Deputies. In
full and ample confirmation whereof I hereunto subscribe my name and
title and affixe the Seale of my office togither with the seale of myne
owne Armes the eighteenth day of August in the one and twentieth yeere
of the raigne of our Soveraigne Lord Charles by the Grace of God King
of great Brittaine ffrance and Ireland defender of the faith &c.
A° Dnj.
1645.
"Yto. Roberts Vluester Xinge
of Armes of all Ireland.”
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COAT OF ARTIS OF THE BARBER-SURGEONS1 COMPANY. 1645
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CHARTER

GRANTED TO THE GUILD OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE, 1687
"James the Second by the Grace of God of England Scotland Prance
and Ireland King defender of the Faith &c. To all unto whom these our
present Letters shall come Greeting. Y/HEREAS the citty of Dublin in our
Kingdom of Ireland hath been an ancient citty and that the Mayor Sheriffs
Commons and citizens of the citizens of the citty of Dublin have used and
enjoy divers Liberties priviledges and ffranchises within the same citty
and were or pretended to be one body corporate and politick by the name
of the Mayor Sherriffs Commons and citizens of the citty of Dublin.
Y/hich ffranchises Liberties and priviledges were lately seized into our
hands by a Judgment of our court of Exchequer by which the said body
corporate became dissolved since which time we by our Letters pattents
under our greate Seale of our kingdom of Ireland bearing date the twenty
seventh day of October in the third years of our reign did constitute
and again create Dublin and the antient Libertys and precincts of the
same a new citty called the citty of Dublin and did therein create a new
body corporate and politick by the name of the Mayor Sherriffs commons
and citizens of the citty of Dublin. AND Y/HEREAS our ancestors did by
divers Letters Pat bents erect severall Guilds and Fraternityes of divers
Misteryes arts and trades to be practiced within the citty of Dublin the
suburbs and Franchises thereof which lesser bodyes incorporate and
politick or Gilds being members of that greate body corporate the Mayor
Sherriffs Comons and citizens of the citty of Dublin were dissolved by
the dissolution of that late greate body corporate. We nevertheless
being willing -In order to the proraoteing of trade and traffick in our
new citty of Dublin to renew the Gild or Corporation of Barbers (of
which Guild or Fraternity the Barbers Chirurgeons Apothecaryes and
Perriwigmakers of the citty of Dublin were members) to the intent that
the severall Arts and Misteryes of Barber-Chirurgeons Apothecaryes and
perv/igmakers may be the better Exercised and that good order and
wholesome rules may be and be observed for the better government of the
arts of Barber-Chirurgeons Apothecaryes and perwigmakers within the citty
of Dublin the suburbs and Franchises thereof to the avoiding of all evill
and all inconveniencies that may happen to our subjects for want of the
due Exercise of the arts of Barbers Apothecaryes and perwigmakers within
the citty of Dublin the suburbs and Franchises of the same. KNOW YE
that we of our special grace and of our certain knowledge and meer
motive with the assent and consent of our right well beloved and rigfct
trusty cousin and councellor Richard Earle of Tyrcormell our deputy
generall and generall governour of our Kingdom of Ireland and according
to the tenor and Effect of our certain Letters Signed with our hand and
under our Signet bearing date at our court at YYhitehall the tenth day of
February in the yeare of our Lord one thousand six hundred and eighty
seven and in the ffourth yeare of our reign and inrolled in the rolls of
our Kingdom of Ireland for us our heirs and Successors Do grant ordain
and declare that within the citty of Dublin the suburbs and Franchises
thereof there be for ever hereafter one Gild or ffraternity of the Arts
of Barbers Apothecaryes and perwignakers by the name of the Gild or
Fraternity of St Mary Magdalen. And that the Gild or Fraternity
aforesaid do consist of one master two wardens and of the brothers of
the arts of Barbers Apothecaryes and perwigmakers of the citty of Dublin
and that the Master V/ardens and brothers of the Gild or ffraternity
aforesaid be and shall be one body corporate and politick in state deed

285
and name by the name of the Master Wardens and Brothers of the Arts of
Barber-Chirurgeons apothecaries and perwigraakers of the Gild or
Fraternity of St Mary Magdalen and that the Master Wardens and Brothers
of the Gild or Fraternity aforesaid which at present are named and
which hereafter shall be Sleeted into the Gild aforesaid be and
hereafter shall be one new body corporate and politick by the name of
the Master Wardens and Brothers of the arts of Barber-Chirurgeons
Apothecaryes and perwigraakers of the Gild or Fraternity of St Mary
Magdalen for us our heires and successors. We do erect create constitute
ordain and declare and that they by the same name may and can sue and be
sued Answer and be answered defend and be defended in all the Courts of
us our heires and successors and elsewhere wheresoever and in all actions
suites quarrells or demands whatsoever by them or against them to be
prosecuted or comenced. And that they by the name aforesaid do hold
perpetuall succession. And that they and their successors be persons
able and in law capable to purchase receive and possess all lands and
tenements goods and chatties unto them by these presents granted and to
purchase other lands and tenements not exceeding the vallue of Ten
pounds sterling a yeare and goods and chatties and the same to assigns
and Demise as any other persons in law capable or any other body
corporate and politick in our kingdom of Ireland may or can purchase
receive demise grant or assigns.
AND FURTHER we for us our heires and successors do constitute and
nominate that Patrick Archbold is and shall be the present master of the
Gild aforesaid and that Robert White and William Cox are and shall be the
present Wardens of the Gild aforesaid to continue in those offices untill
the ffeast of 3t Mary Magdalen falling upon the twenty second day of July
next ensuing and from thence till others of the Wardens and brothers of
the Gild aforesaid be preferred and Sworn Master and Wardens of the Gild
aforesaid respectively so as in the mean time they shall respectively
live or be not removed by reason of some privisoe in these presents
declared. AND we doe further for us our heires and successors make and
constitute our well beloved William Barle of Limk. John Barnwell kn^
Robert Baraewell Eaq. Richard Archhold Christopher Cruce Thomas Conner
Killian Garvan Patrick ffitz Patrick physicians and readers of Anotoray
Charles Thompson Henry Walker Patrick Bath John Seamor George Byrne
Richard Purcell Morgan Kennedy William Heydon Robert Archbold Robert
Bellew Thomas Clare Stephen Archhold Junr Stepgen Clynton Robert
Witherall Ken. Pendergast Dominick Ryan John Clayton George Gemon
Francis Dempsey Richard Nugent Redmond Tyrrell and Maurice Lomergan to
be the first and present Brothers of the Gild aforesaid. And that they
and all who shall hereafter be admitted into the Liberty of the Gild
aforesaid be end for the future shall be BROTHERS of the said Gild to
continue in their places dureing their respective naturall lives unless
in the mean time they he removed for misbehaviour of whom we will that
each and every brother to he hereafter elected into the said ffratemity
and Gild be for misdemeanor removable by the Master-Wardens and Brothers
of the Gild aforesaid or by the major part of them. AND further we do
for us our heires and successors give and grant unto the Master Wardens
and Brothers of the said Gild and their successors that they and their
successors upon the twenty third day of June unless it he a Lord's day
and if it be a Lord's day then upon the day next ensueing in every
yeare may and can assemble themselves in some convenient place within
the said Citty. And that they so assembled or the major part of them
may and can Elect one discreet and sufficient man of the Wardens or
brothers of the said Gild who is skillfull in soma of the Arts aforesaid
to he Master of the said Gild and two discreet and sufficient men skilfull
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in some of the said Arts of the Brothers of the Gild aforesaid to be
'Tardens of the said Gild to continue in their offices respectively for
one whole yeare from the feast of St Mary Magdalen then next ensueing
if they shall respectively soe long live and from thence untill others
of the Wardens or brothers of the said Gild be appointed and sworn
Master and Wardens of the Gild aforesaid respectively unless in the mean
while by reason of some priviso in these presents mentioned or for
misbehaviour they be removed of whom we will that each and every Master
and Wardens in these presents mentioned or hereafter to be Sleeted by
the Wardens and Brothers or by the Master and Brothers of the said Gild
for the time being as the case shall happen or by the major part of
them be FOR MISDEMEANOR REMOVABLE. And if it shall happen that the
Master and Wardens in these presents nominated or hereafter to be
Sleeted or any of them to dye decease or be removed from his office
within the yeare in which they or any of them shall be constituted
Master and Wardens of the said Gild or after Election and before they
be respectively sworn.
Then it may be lawfull for the Wardens and
brothers or the Master and brothers of the s^ Gild for the time being
as the case shall fall out or for the major part of them within ten
days after such death or removall to elect one of the 'Wardens or Brothers
of the said Gild skilfull in some of the said arts or one or two of the
Brothers of the said Gild also skilfull in some of the said arts to be
Master 'Warden or Wardens of the Gild aforesaid in the place of him the
Master so dead deceased or removed or in the place or places of him or
them the Warden or Wardens so dead deceased or removed. To be continued
in those offices respectively for the residue of that yeare or for the
yeare ensueing as the case shall happen and from thenceforth untill
others of the Wardens and brothers of the said Gild be appointed and
sworn in those offices respectively. AND further we will and do for
our heires and successors ordain and declare that the present Master of
the said Gild take his Corporall oath accustomed for well and truly
Exercising the said^office of Master of the said Gild and the other
Oaths following viz I do hereby acknowledge profess testifie and
declare in my conscience before God and the world that our Sovereigns
Lord king James is lawfull and rightfull king of this realm and other
his Majesties dominions and countreys And I will bear faith and true
allegiance to his Majestie his heires and successors and him and them
will defend to the utmost of my power against all conspiracies and
attempts whatsoever which shall he made against his or their Crown and
dignity and do my best endeavours to disclose and make knovm to his
Majestye his heires and successors or to the Lord deputy or other chiefe
governour or governours of this kingdom for the time all treasons and
traitorous conspiracies which I shall know or heare to be intended
against his Majestie his heires or successors or any of them.
And I
doe make this recognition and acknowledgment heartily willingly and
truly upon the true faith of a Christian so help me God &c.
And I doe
also declare and believe that it is not lawful upon any pretence to
take up arms against the King And that I doe abhorr that Traiterous
position of takeing arms by his authority against his person or against
those that are commissioned by him so help me God &ca before the Mayor
of the citty of Dublin and that the V/ardens in these presents nominated
and who shall hereafter be nominated as V/ardens of the said Gild and
every of them shall take their usuall corporall oaths for well and truly
executeing their offices and the other oaths of allegiance aforesaid
before the Master of the said Gild for the time being before they
exercise their offices.
And that every Master of the said Gild hereafter
to be Elected shall take the corporall oaths aforesaid to be taken by
the present Master of the said Gild mutatis mutandis before the preceding
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Master or before the wardens of the said Gild. And that all Brothers
of the said Gild in these presents nominated abd who hereafter shall
be admitted into the Liberty of the same as brothers of that Gild and
every of them do take the usuall corporall oath of a brother or member
of the said Guild and the oaths of allegiance aforesaid before the
Master of the said Guild for the time being unto which severall persons
appointed to receive the said Oaths. T/e doe for us our heires and
successors give power to administer these oaths. AND moreover we will
and do for us our heires and successors grant unto the Master Wardens
and brothers of the said Guild and their Successors or the major part
of them power authority and Lycence to admitt as many as they will to
be brothers of the said Gild. PROVIDED always that every present
Brother hereafter to be admitted into the said Gild be or shall be Free
of the Citty aforesaid and unless he were before admitted into the
Liberty of the same that he be Received into the Liberty of the Guild
of the said citty and before the Mayor of the Citty of Dublin that he
be sworn a Freeman of the said citty and that the Master and Wardens
of the said Gild after they have quitted their offices be brothers of
the said Guild dureing their naturall lives respectively Unless in the
meantime by reason of some provisos in these presents or for Misbehaviour
they be respectively removed. AND furthermore we doe for us our heires
and successors Give and grant unto the Master Wardens and Brothers of
the Guild of St Mary Magdalen aforesaid and their successors for the
support of the said Gild and pious uses and for the ordination and
provision of one or more Chaplain or Chaplains for celebrating Divine
Service every yeare within the said citty for the state of the
Brotherhood aforesaid for ever and for other publick affaires of the
said Gild as many such as much the same and the like Lands and tenements
profits comodyites customes Jurisdictions and priviledges goods and
chatties as and which the Master Wardens and brothers of the said Gild
or by whatever other name they were incorporated att any time heretofore
had or occupyed or ought to have by reason of any charter Letters
pattents Grants customes proscriptions or any other Lawfull Tytle
whatsoever. TO HOLD of us our heires and successors as of the Castle
of Dublin in free and common socage by the rent and services therefore
accustomed.
SAVBIKG and out of this Charter or Grant Excepted and
Reserved unto us our heires and successors all our Tytles rents Interests
and demands whatsoever which we heretofore had to the premisses other
then what accrewed unto us by reason of the discontinuance or dissolution
of the antient Gild aforesaid. AND further we doe for us our heires and
successors give and grant unto the said Master Wardens and brothers of
the said Gild and their successors THAT hereafter within the said Gild
the Master and hardens of the said Gild and their successors have the
rule governance and oversight of the said Gild and the custody of all
Lands Rents possessions Goods and Chattells unto the said Gild belonging
or which shall hereafter appertain.
And the Rule government and
oversight of the Arts of Barbers Chirurgeons Apothecaryes and Perwigmakers
and in all tilings unto the said severall Arts appertaining within the said
citty suburbs and ffranchises thereof even unto Barbers within six miles
of the said citty and the custody of the Seale of the said Gild. AND
more over we doe for us our heires and successors give and grant unto
the Master Yfardens and Brothers of the said Gild and their successors
that they and their successors may and can hereafter at their pleasure
assemble themselves in their Comon Hall to Treate and consult of matters
unto the said Gild appertaining.
And being so assembled or the major
part of them may and can from time to time make ordain and constitute
Laws Statutes and ordinances for the better government of the said Gild
and of the brothers of the same and of the arts of Barbers Chirurgeons
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Apothecaries and perv/igmakers within the said citty suburbs and
ffranchises thereof even to Barbers within six miles of the said citty
and for the correction of every falsity fraud decit oppression and
extortion and of every other crime and offence to be comitted by
Barbers Chirurgeons Appothecaryes or perwigmakers or any of them or
in the arts aforesaid or in any thing or matter unto the said Arts
appertaining or belonging within the citty of Dublin Suburbs and
Franchises of the same even to Barbers within six miles of the said
citty or by any Art of Barbers Chirurgeons Appothecaryes or
perwigmakers to be practiced v/ithin the said citty suburbs and
Franchises thereof or as to Barbers within six miles of the said citty
such as unto them or the major portion of them shall seeme necessary
and requisite and to punish and correct all offenders against such
Laws and Statutes so as such Laws Statutes and punishments be reasonable
agreeable and not repugnant or contrary to the Laws or Statutes of this
Kingdome of Ireland. AND that the Master and 7/ardens of the said Gild
and their successors have and by these presents shall have full power
and Authority to Inquire as unto them shall seeme most expedient from
time to time of all trespasses deceits frauds oppressions extortions
and other crimes done perpetrated and that shall be perpetrated by
whomsoever who in the said citty suburbs and Franchises thereof or
as to Barbers within six miles of the said citty do or shall practice
the arts of Barbers Chirurgeons apothecaries perwigmakers or any of
them and by their servants and apprentices in all things which unto the
same arts can belong within the said citty suburbs and Franchises
thereof as to Barbers within six miles of the said citty and of every
matter and thing unto the arts of Barber Chirurgeons Appothecaries and
perwigmakers appertaining in the said citty suburbs and Franchises of
the same even unto Barbers within six miles of the said citty and them
at the suite of Complainants to heare and truly determine. And damages
to the party complaining to decree according to justice and execution
to award and all and every of those who before the same Master and
Wardens by due examination or other lawfull manner shall be found
guilty of either or any of the Articles aforesaid to chastise correct
and amend by Fines Ransoms Imprisonment of the body or amercements as
the case requires and that the keeper of the Prison of our citty of
Dublin for the time being or his deputy such persons guilty and
convicted by Warrant or Warrants of the same Master and Wardens do
receive into custody of Imprisonment and there safely to keep them
untill they be enlarged by due forme of Law or by Warrant of the Master
and Wardens of the said Guild Granting for us our heires and successors
unto the said keeper and his Deputy full power to receive such persons
convicted unto him comited by the authority aforesaid without the
impeachment of us our heires or successors. And that the said Masters
and Wardens of the said Guild and their successors have cognizance of
pleas touching all trespass debts accompts contracts agreements
receipts ffalshoods and imprisonments between any concerning the arts
aforesaid and their servants or apprentices or between any other person
and every artificer aforesaid by suit complaining concerning whatever
matter unto the said arts appertaining within the said citty suburbs
and Franchises thereof even unto Barbers within six miles of the said
citty to be holder before the Master and Wardens of the said Guild and
their successors where they please within the said citty suburbs and
ffranchises thereof as also the Fines ransomes and amerciaments and in
that behalfe screwing when done and awarded by the servants of the said
Gild to be collected and Levyed for the use of the said Guild. And
further we do for us our heirs and successors appoint and ordain that
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when any person of the arts aforesaid will take an apprentice of the
said arts he doe first cause him who intends to te an apprentice to come
before the Master and 'wardens of the said Gild for the time being and
the Gierke of the said Guild who are discreetly to consider if such an
apprentice be at his own free disposall and be of good behaviour which
if he be found to be such that then he be received an apprentice for
the terme of seven yeares and that his Indenture thereof before the
Master and Wardens of the said Gild for the time being be entred within
two months next ensuing by the clerk of the said Guild and he who takes
any one for an apprentice otherwise then as aforesaid such takeing shall
be void. Nevertheless that the taker be holden forthwith to pay halfe
a Mark for the use of the said Gild or fraternity and as often as any
runaway apprentice of the said Arts or of any of them in the said citty
suburbs and Franchises thereof or as to Barbers within six miles of the
said citty as is aforesaid shall be taken into service. That then it
may be lawfull for the Master of such apprentice in his proper person
or by his attorney haveing letters testimonial! under the comon seale
of the said Guild testifying that such a one is his runaway apprentice
to take and arrest the same apprentice wherever he shall be found and
to bring him back to his own propel’ home, and to make him serve him
as in Justice he ought. AND that after every apprentice hath served
out his time vis1' the terme of seven years that such apprentice by his
master and by the said Master and Wardens for the time being be brought
to the Gildhall of the said citty and that upon theire testimony he be
there sworn and received into the Liberty of the said Gild before the
Mayor of the city of Dublin. And that noe person of the said Arts be
hereafter received or taken into the obtaining the Liberty of the said
city without the assent of the Master and Wardens of the said Gild for
the time being &c. of other good men of the same arts residing in the
said city. And that noe person use or Exercise any of the Arts
aforesaid in the said city Suburbs or Franchises thereof or as to
Barbers within six miles of the said city unless by the allowance of
such Master and Wardens for the time being he be found capable to
practice the said Arts and that he be admitted into the Guild of the
Liberty of said city. And we do further grant unto the Master Wardens
and Brothers of the said Gild and their Successors That they and their
Successors have and hold and for the times ensueing enjoy the same
station precedence and place among the Guilds and Fraternityes of the
city of Dublin now erected or hereafter to be erected in publick
meetings as the Guilds of Barbers appothecaries and perwigmakers of the
citty of Dublin or by whatever other name they were Incorporated
heretofore had or ought to have at any time heretofore had or ought to
have at any time heretofore (sic in original) and no otherwise or in
any other manner. And furthermore we do for us our heires and successors
give and grant unto the said Master Wardens and Brothers of the said
Guild and their successors That they and their successors or the major
part of them may admitt Women of the said Guild as Sisters of the said
Guild. And for the advancement of trade and to the intent that the
poore children offTreemen of the citty of Dublin may be the better
maintained We do for us our heires and successors Charge and strictly
comand the Master Wardens and brothers of the Guild and their
successors that they and their successors doe every yeare hereafter
take two of the boys who are and shall be in the hospitall of the citty
of Dublin att Oxmantown such who shall be found fitt to Learn any of
the Arts aforesaid end who are approved by the Governour of the said
Hospitall and that such boys be by them or some of them educated in
some of the said Arts for seven yeares then next ensuing anything in
these presents to the contrary notwithstanding. And that there be in
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the said Guild one Clerk to write the Acts and Records of the said
Guild to he chosen by the Master \7ardens and brothers of the said Guild
for the time being or the major part of them. And we do for us our
heires and successors make and constitute Thomas Burke Gent, to be the
first and present Clerk of the said Guild To be continued in that office
dureing his good behaviour and that the present Clerk and he who shall
hereafter be Clerk to the said Guild have and shall have such the same
end the like wages fees and profitts which any clerk of the said Guild
at any time heretofore had or received and that the said Master Wardens
and brothers of the said Guild and their successors or the major part
of them may and car make and constitute as many and such servants and
Beadles as unto them shall seem most fitt for the bussyness of the said
Burrov/ such servants and Beadles to be continued in their offices
dureing the pleasure of the Master Wardens and Brothers of the said
Guild for the time being or the major part of them so as the present
clerk and he who hereafter shall be Clerk for the said Guild and every
Infex'ior officer so from time to time elected do before he exercise his
office take the usual corporal! oath for well and truly exercising his
office and the other oaths of allegiance aforesaid before the Master
of the said Guild for the time being unto whom we do for us our heirs
and successors give power to administer those oaths and that they and
their successors have a comon seale for the service of their hussiness
provided always and we do for us our heires and successors by these
presents reserve end give full power and Authority unto our Deputy
generall and other cheife governour or govemours of us our heires and
successors of our Kingdoms of Ireland for the time being to remove and
declare to be removed the Master Wardens or other officers of the said
Guild by these presents nominated and constituted or hereafter to he
elected and constituted at the will and pleasure of our Deputy Generall
and other chiefe governour or governours of us om? heires and successors
of our Kingdom of Ireland for the time being by any order of the privy
councill of us our heirs and successors of our Kingdom of Ireland under
their hands in writeing unto them respectively signified And as often
as our deputy generall or chiefe governour or governours of us our
heires and successors of our Kingdom of Ireland shall from time to time
by any such order of our privy councill of our Kingdom of Ireland declare
such and such sort of Master Wardens or Officers or either or any of
them so removed or to be removed from their respective offices. That
then and from thenceforth all such person or persons so removed or
declared to he removed from their respective offices is are and shall
without any further process be ipso facto removed. And so as often as
the case shall so happen anything to the contrary notwithstanding. And
moreover we of our further speciall grace and of our certaine knov/ledge
and meer motiron WILL and do for us our heires and successors give and
grant unto the said Master 'Wardens and Brothers of the said Guild and
their successors for ever. That these our Letters Patents and every
article and clause therein contained or in the inrollm^ of the same be
construed interpreted adjudged to the best advantage benefitt and favour
of the said Master 'Wardens and Brothers of the Guild of St Mary Magdalen
aforesaid and their successors towards and against us our heires and
successors as well in our courts as elsewhere wheresoever without any
confirmation Lycence or tolleration to be hereafter procured or obtained.
Notwithstanding the statute of not putting lands and tenements to
Mortmains and notwithstanding the statute made at Limerick in the thirtythird years of King Henry the Eighth for Lands given by the King and any
other statute or any other thing cause or matter whatsoever to the
contrary notwithstanding. PROVIDED always that these our Letters be
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inrolled in the rolls of our Court of Chancery of our Kingdom of
Ireland within six months after the date of these presents. IN Y/ITTNESS
whereof we have caused these our Letters to he made patent. Y/ITTNESS
our said Deputy generall and generall governour of our Kingdom of
Ireland at Dublin the twenty sixth day of May in the fourth yeare of
opr reigne.
"Inrolled the fifth day of July in the fourth yeare of the reigne
of King James the Second.
"Exd pa. Cha. BALDWIN
"D. Che. & Custody Rotlor."
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APPENDIX

A. VI

GUILD OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE
LIST OP MASTERS AND WARDENS,
Year
1534
1535
1555
1557-8
1559
1563-4
1564-5

1565-6
1566-7
1567-8
1568-9
1569-70
1570-1
1571-2
1572-3
1573-4
1574-5
1575-6
1576-7
1577-8
1578-9
1580-1
1582-3
1583-4
1584-5
1588
1678-9
1688-9
1689-90
1693-4
1694-5

1695-6
1696-7
1697-8
1698-9
1699-1700
1700-1
1701-2
1702-3
1706-7
1707-8
1708-9
1711-12
1712-13
1713-14
1714-15

Masters
Henry Pilch
Thomas Grace
Stephen Gradock
Stephen Gradock
John Sampson
John Sampson
Denis Fleming
John Baker
John Baker
Stephen Gradock
Patrick Bicton
Stephen Gradock
Richard Umfrey
Patrick Coyll
Roland Mery
Stephen Gradock
Walter Naughten
Patrick Coyll
William Kelly
William Kelly
Richard Egerton
William Kelly
Richard Egerton
Patrick Drynane
'Walter Naghten
John Morphin

1534-1760
Wardens

John Sampson, Hugh Ingram.
John Sampson, John Baker.
John Baker, Patrick Bicton.
John Baker, Patrick Bicton.
John Baker, Patrick Bicton.
Richard Umpherye, Rowland Mery.
Richard Umfrey, Rowland Mery.
Patrick Coyle, John Boyd.
Patrick Coulle, Rowland Merye.
Patrick Coyll, Roland Merye.
John Berd, Walter Naghton.
Walter Naghten, Patrick Drynane.
Patrick Drynan, Richard Egerton.
William Kelly, Patrick Drynan.
Roland Merry, Richard Egerton.
Thomas Newman, Richard Luttrell.
Richard Egerton, Richard Luttrell.
Richard Egerton, Patrick Drynan.

Patrick Drynane, Richard Luttrell.
John Morphin, Richard Luttrell.
John Morphin.
Patrick Welsh.
(Records deficient)
Walter Prendergast.
Patrick Archbold
Robert 'White, William Cock.
Patrick Archbold
Robert White, Stephen Clynton.
Robert Witherell
John Shaw, Thomas Johnston.
Valentine Gill
John Heeklefield, Richard Hughs,
(afterwards Timothy Edge, in
place of Heeklefield).
John Stephens
Thomas Browne, James St Lawrence.
John Benton, George Johnston.
Robert Jeaye
Gabriel Vivan, Richard Dobbs.
John Shaw
Alderman Ghas Thompson
William Partington, Edward Minchin.
James Temple, William Fleming.
Richard Hughs
John Freeman, Robert Gauthropp.
Francis Cooke
John Folliott, Richard Eastcourt.
Edward Minchin
Thomas Shaw, Walter Peter.
George Johnson
John Walker, George 'Walton.
Walter Birdsome
Richard Thompson, Samuel Steele.
William Breach
George Johnson, John Brookes.
John Webb
George Johnson
Hugh Shaw
John Brookes
John 'Wright, Thomas Lawler.
John
Stanton, Hugh Colvill.
John Brookes
Edward Jesson, John Medcalfe.
Thomas Collins
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Year

Masters

1715-16
1716-17
1717-18
1718-19
1719-20
1720-1
1721-2
1722-3
1723-4
1724-5
1725-6
1726-7

Thomas Collins
John Wright
John Wright
Richard Thompson
Thomas Collins
Thomas Belger
John Stanton
Chidley Freeman
William Lisle
Francis Castell
Michael Kearney
Francis Green

1727-8
1728-9
1729-30
1730-1
1731-2
1732-3
1733-4
1734-5
1735-6
1736-7
1737-8
1738-9
1739-10

John Conliffe
Thomas Tyte
Samuel Parks
Samuel Parks
Thomas Rosse
Thomas Rosse
Walter Peter
William Brownly
William Husband
Edward Smith
Edward Smith
John Sankey
Anthony Chapman

1740-1
1741-2
1742-3

Thomas Downes
Thomas Downes
John Banks

1743-4
1744-5
1745-6
1746-7
1747-8
1748-9
1749-50
1750-1
1751-2

William Thompson
Charles Lucas
Charles Lucas
David Peter
Bryan McCabe
Charles Lucas
William Crawford
William Crawford
Hugh Gregg

1752175317541755-

3
4
5
6

James Montgomery
James Montgomery
Henry Kirk
John Miller

1756175717581759-

7
8
9
60

Y/xlliam Kelly
Thomas Wood
James Craige
Richard Bryan
(Richard Bryan removed,
and 14th January 1760
Charles Parks elected
in his stead.)

Wardens
Thomas Boulger, James Lindsey.
Chidly Freeman, Alexr Makay.
John Smith, John Galbraith.
John Conliff, William Lisle.
John Conliff, William Lisle.
Michael Kearney, Francis Green.
Peter Butler, Robert Curtis.
Edward Smith, Thomas Tyte.
Platt Phillips, John Murdough.
Thomas Rosse, Richard Bell.
William Savage, Thomas Boulger.
Henry Etherington, Richard
Kingsberry.
Richard Marsh.
Adam Love, Samuel Stanton.
Robert Hunter, James Reynolds.
- Meager, Hugh Geoghegan.
William Edwards, Matthew Howard.
Richard Dobbs, William Husband.
Y/illiam Cowan, Charles Eaton.
William Cowan, Thomas Dov/nes.
Joshua Lamprey, William Cowan.
Bryan McCabe, Richard Cox.
Bryan McCabe, Richard Cox.
Michael Cudmore, John Banks.
Edward Crilliott, Christr
Stockdill.
Joseph Wallis, Hugh Gregg.
Charles Lucas, Hugh Gregg.
Ebenezer Shackleton, Boyle
Magrath.
John Barron, Richard Bryan.
David Peter, James Montgomery.
John Roe, James Nicholson.
William Crawford, William Kelly.
John Miller, John Roe, junior.
Thomas Wood, Thomas Reader.
Daniel Grant, George Callaghan.
James Craige, Henry Kirk.
William Franks, James Orr.
(Franks deposed for nonattendance, and 13th January
1752 William Frazer elected
in his room.)
Thomas Wallis, Walter Goold.
Thomas Clarke, Joseph Ravenscroft.
James Purcell, George Kavanagh.
Matthew Stafford, William
Fielding.
Charles Parkes, John Morrison.
Henry Mullin, Richard Jesson.
Samuel Hope, George Venner.
Samuel Cox, James Black.

294
APPENDIX

B.I.

THE NINTH YEAR OP GEORGE II
An Act for preventing Frauds and Abufes committed in the making
and vending unfound, adulterated, and bad Drugs and Madicines, 1735
£9 Geo II 6.10/
WHEREAS there are many notorious frauds and abufes in the making
and vending unfoimd, adulterated, and bad drugs, medicines, waters,
oils and compofitions, ufed or to be ufed for medicines within the city
of Dublin and fuburbs or liberties thereof, which are of great prejudice
not only to the inhabitants thereof, but to the kingdom in general: and
whereas no remedy hath been hitherto provided for the fame: be it
therefore enacted by the King's moft excellent Majefty, by and with the
advice and confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal and commons in
this prefent Parliament affembled, and by the authority of the fame,
That from and after the firft day of May, which fhall be in the year
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and thirty fix, the prefident,
cenfors, and fellows of the King and Queen's college of phyficians in
Ireland fhall have full power and authority to elect and appoint four
of the fellows or members of their body yearly to be examiners of all
fhops, elaboratories, ware or ftore-houfes, cellars, vaults, room or
rooms or other place or places in the houfe or houfes of any apothecaries,
chymifts, druggifts, or any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, wherein
any kind of drugs, medicines, waters, oils, or compofitions, ufed or to
be ufed for medicines, are made, expofed to fale, or kept for that
purpofe; and that the faid four examiners, elected and appointed as
aforefaid, fhall and may fummon or call to their affiftance any two
apothecaries of good repute, that do or fhall hereafter live within
the city or fuburbs of Dublin; which faid apothecaries fhall ferve
for one year only, and fhall not ferve again during the continuance
of this act: and that any two of the faid examiners with one or both
of the faid affiftant-apothecaries, or if both the faid apothecaries
fo called in fhall refufe or neglect coming to or going with the faid
examiners, then the faid examiners by themfelves, fhall have full
power and authority, and are hereby required, four times at leaft in
the year, or oftner if they fhall fee occafion, in the day-time, to
enter, examine, and infpect into all and every fhop, elaboratory,
ware or ftore-houfe, cellar, vault, room, or rooms, or other place or
places in the house or houfes of all and every apothecary, chymift,
druggift, and of all and every other perfon or perfons who now do fell,
expofe to fale, or keep for that purpofe, or hereafter fhall fell,
expofe to fale, or keep for that purpofe, any manner of drugs,
medicines, waters, oils, or compofitions, ufed or to be ufed for
medicines, and therein to fearch for, view, and examine all drugs,
medicines, waters, oils or compofitions, ufed or to be ufed for
medicines; and in cafe the faid examiners in fuch fearch fhall find
any drugs, medicines, waters, oils, or compofitions whatever, which
they fhall judge to be unfound, adulterated, or defective, fo as not
be fit to be ufed in medicines for the health of man's body, that all
fuch drugs, medicines, oils, waters, and compofitions, fo difcovered,
fhall and may be forthwith feized upon by the faid examiners, or the
beadle of the college of phyficians or any other perfon or perfons by
the faid examiners for the time being appointed, and burned, or
otherwife deftroyed; except all drugs in the houfes or ware-houfe
merchants or importers not making or keeping medicines for fale.
II.

Provided neverthelefs, and be it further enacted by the authority
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aforefath. That in cafe the faid examiners, or the major part of them,
fhall condemn dru{js or medicines as unfit to be adminiftered or ufed
in medicines for t}ie health of man's body, and that the owner or
owners, poffeffor or poffeffors, of fuch drug or medicines, or in his
or their abfence the perfon having the cuftody or chief care thereof,
fhall before the burning or deftroying thereof infift that the fame
ought not to be burned or deftroyed, and fhall forthwith by writing
under his or thet? hand or hands appeal to, and defire the judgment of,
the prefident and fellows of the faid college of phyficians in Dublin
for the time being thereupon, then and in fuch cafe the faid examiners
fhall oaufe the faid drugs or medicines fo feized to be weighed, and
’with the boxes, pots, glaffes, or other veffels containing the fame
and the reafons in writing for condemning thereof, fubferibed by each
of the faid examiners conferaning the fame, to be then and there put
into a box, and fealed with the refpective feals of each of the faid
examiners, and the feal of the perfon or perfons fo infifting, if fuch
perfon or perfons fhall think fit to put his or their feal thereto,
which box to fealed the examiners for the time being fhall commit to
the care and cuftody of the headle of the faid college of phyficians,
where it fhall remain for any time not exceeding fourteen days, within
which time the prefident of the college of physicians fhall fummon
an affembly or meeting of the cenfors, and other fellows and members
of their college or body, in the ufual manner of fummoning fuch
meetings or affemblies; whereof the owner or poffeffor of the faid
condemned drugs and medicines fhall have four days notice in writing,
to be given or left to or for the perfon or perfons, by or for whom
fuch appeal was made, at the place where the condemned drugs or
medicines were found, that he or they may attend the faid meeting, if
he or they fhall think fit: and that the prefident, cenfors, and
fellows fo affembled fhall have power and authority, being no lefs in
number than fiveexcluflve of the faid examiners, to open fuch box from
time to time in the prefence of the perfon or perfons, by or for whom
fuch appeal was made, if he or they fhall there appear; and in default
of his or their appearance (due notice being given as aforefaid) then
without him or them; and to proceed to examine and finally determine
concerning fuch drugs, medicines, waters, oils, and corapofitions
contained therein; and if the faid prefident and affembly, being not
lefs in number than as aforefaid, or the major part thereof, do confirm
and ratify the judgment of the faid examiners, then the faid examiners
for the time being fhall caufe all fuch drugs, medicines, waters, oils,
and compofitions fo condemned, and the veffels containing the fame, to
be publickly burned or otherwife deftroyed, before the doors of the
perfon or perfons, in whofe fhop, elaboratory, ware-houfe, or room, the
same were found, in fuch manner and at fuch time as the faid examiners
for the time being fhall think fit and direct.
III. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if or in cafe the drugs feized by the faid examiners
fhall not be condemned within fourteen days by the faid affembly of
prefident, cenfors, and fellows, or fhall be deemed found and good and
meet to be adminiftred as medicines for the health of man's body* that
then the faid drugs, medicines, oils, waters, and compofitions, fhall be
immediately returned to the owner together with the boxes, pots, glaffes,
or other veffels, wherein the fame are contained, fafe and in good
condition, without wafts, lofs, or other damage whatfoever.
IV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That if any
fuch apothecary or other perfon or perfons, who fhall at any time
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hereafter obCtruot or by any means hinder faoh fearch. view, or
exami.n3ki.0H, ao.v>rdi.nj to fc’iie aot, ha or they fhall for every fuoh
offence forfeit an’
the fum of ten pounds.
^'

/aid in order to make the intended fearch more eafy to the

examiners; be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That on or before
the firft day of September, which fhall be in the year of our Lord one
thoufand feven hundred and thirty fix, all and every perfon or perfons
makinc, felling, or expofing to fale, or keeping for that purpofe, any
manner of drugs, medicines, waters, oils, or compofitions, ufed or to
be ufed for medicines, or profelling, following, practifing, or
exercifing the art or mystery, trade, calling, or occupation of any
apothecary, chymift, or druggift, within the city of Dublin or liberties
thereof, or within feven miles circuit thereof, fhall be obliged to
apply to the regifter of the college of the faid college of phyficians,
in order to have his name, his particular branch of the art, myftery,
or trade aforefaid, place of abode, together with the place of his
fhop, ware-houfe, or ftore-houfes, elaboratory, regiftred in a book
kept by the regifter of the faid college of phyficians for that purpofe,
who fhall be intitled to the fum of one fhilling as a fee for his faid
trouble; which faid perfons and places fo regiftered fhall be deemed
and accounted the lawful practifers and flations of the lawful profeffors
or practifers of that branch of the faid arts, myfteries, or trades, for
which they are refpectively regiftered, whether apothecaries, chymifts,
or druggifts; and all fuch perfons, as neglect fo to regifter themfelves
at or before the faid firft day of September next, fhall be deemed and
accounted unlawful profeffors or practifers of the faid art, myftery,
trade, or calling, and be further fubject to the penalty of the fum of
five pounds for every month, that they fhall refpectively practice,
until they fhall fo register themfelves and their places of abode.
VI. And for preventing any unqualified perfons profeffing, following,
practifing, or exercifing the art, myftery, trade, calling, or
occupation of an -pothecary, chymift, or druggift, in any of their
branches; be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, that no perfon or
perfons, who fhall not before the firft day of May one thoufand feven
hundred and thirty fix have exercifed the trade or myftery of an
apothecary, chymift or druggift, fhall from and after the commencement
of this act within the city of Dublin or liberties thereof, or within
feven miles circuit thereof, profefs, follow, practife, or occupy any
branch of the faid art, myftery, trade, calling, or occupation of an
apothecary, chymift, or druggift, until he or they have ferved an
apprenticefhip of five years at the leaft, and fhall have lodged with
the regifter of the faid college of phyficians a certificate from his
mafter, or, in cafe of his mafter's death or refufal, from two others
of the fame trade, of his having ferved five years, and of his being
fit and able to exercife his trade and myftery; and that any perfon
or perfons, without fuch certificate fo lodged, prefuming to profefs,
follow, practife, or occupy the art, myftery, trade, calling, or
occupation of an apothecary, chymift, or druggift, within the city of
Dublin or liberties thereof, or within feven miles circuit thereof,
fhall be liable to the penalties of the fum of five pounds for each
month, he fhall ufe fuch trade or myftery.
VII. And for the more certain and better tryal and examination of all
druggs, medicines, waters, oils, and compofitions, Ufed or to be ufed
for^medicines; be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That each of
the faid appointed examiners, together with the two apothecaries
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appointed as afii.ftants to the faid examiners, before they take upon
t! em the execution of the power vefted in them by this act, fhall
feverally before the prefident and college of phyficians be obliged
to take the following oath;
I A. B. do truly and fincerely promife and fwear, that I will to
the beft of my fkill and knowledge, without hatred or evil will, fear,
favour, or affection, execute the truft repofed in me by an act,
intituled, An act for preventing fraud and abufes committed in making
and vending unfound, adulterated, and bad drugs and medicines.
So help me God.
V.IILProvided always, and be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid That nothing in this act contained fhall extend, or be
conftrued to extend, to prejudice the right, title, intereft, and
property, granted to any perfon or perfons in and by any letters patent
now in force for the foie making and vending any medicine or medicines;
nor to impower the faid examiners, nor any of them, to infpect into
the matter or compofition of any fuch medicine or medicines, or deftroy
the fame, during the continuance of fuch letters patents;
any thing in
this act contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
IX. Provided alfo, and be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That if any perfon or perfons fhall at any time be fued or profecuted
for putting in execution any power or authority given by this act, or
any part thereof, fuch perfon or perfons shall and may plead the
general iffue, and give this act and the fpecial matter in evidence.
X.
And be it further' enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every
phyfioian furgeon, or other perfon, v/ho now doth or hereafter fhall
take upon him to prefcribe medicines, for the health of man's body
within the city of Dublin, or within feven miles thereof, fhall and
are hereby required to put his or their name or names to, or the
initial letters of their names refpectively to, every prefcription or
recipe by them directed to be adminiftred, and fhall alfo exprefs the
quantity of all drugs prefscribed by them refpectively in words at
length, and not in marks, under the penalty of forty fhillings for
every omiffion.
XI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no
apothecary fhall alter any prefscription or recipe of any perfon or
perfons, vino take upon them to prefcribe medicine, without mentioning
upon the label or cover that the medicine cannot be procured, and
likewife what he hath febftituted in the room of it under the penalty
of forty fhillings for every fuch offence.
X.II And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That all
the penalties herein mentioned may be fued for and recovered in a
fummarv way before the lord mayor and recorder of the city of Dublin,
who are hereby authorized and impowered to hear and determine the
fame, and to levy fuch penalties by diftrefs and fale of the offenders
goods, returning the overplus to the o.;ner (if any be) the charges of
taking and difpofing of the goods fo diftrained being firft deducted;
one moiety of which faid penalties, when recovered, fhall be applied
by the college of phyficians in buying drugs and medicines for the
ufe of the poor of the faid city of Dublin, and the other moiety
thereof for the ufe of the informer.

XIII.And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That this
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act fhall be deemed and taken, and is hereby declared, to be a publick
act to all intents and purpofes, and fhall be judicially taken notice
of and allowed as fuch in all courts within this kingdom by all judges
and that
and jufbices whatfnever without fpecially pleading the fame:
this prefent act fhall continue in force for the term of three years,
and from thence to the end of the then next feffion of Parliament, and
no longer.
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AFP'JTOIX

G.I

THdi GHAUTi^R OF THS GUILD OF ST LUKE _ -

1745

ADOPTED AS TUG CHARTER OF THE APQTIIRCARI-BS1 HALL, DUBLIN
GSORG.S II, by the g;t?ace of God, of Great Britain, France and
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith and so forth. TO all unto whom
these presents shall give greeting.
V.HSRSAS our well-beloved subjects, Alderman Gilliam 'walker,
Alderman Robert King, Alderman Thomas Baker, Henry O'Hara Edward Groker,
Thomas Quin, Timothy Edge, John Colles, George Wilson, Mordeccai Adams,
Apothecaries of our city of Dublin, in our said Kingdom of Ireland, in
behalf of themselves and several others professing the art and mystery
of an Apothecary in the said city, have, by their petition to our late
Justices General and General Governors of our said Kingdom of Ireland,
set forth that there were frequent frauds and abuses imposed on many
of our good subjects v/ithin our said city of Dublin and the liberties
thereof, and in many other parts of our said Kingdom of Ireland, by
the ignorance and unskillfulness of divers persons pretending to the
said art and mystery of an Apothecary, and that as yet no sufficient
rules or orders have been laid down or established for the presenting
or correcting thereof, and by their said petition have humbly prayed
their case might be so recommended to us that they might obtain our
Royal Charter to them and their successors thereby constituting them
a guild or fraternity of Apothecaries of our said city of Dublin, with
such clauses, powers, jurisdictions and authorities as are usually
contained in Charters of the like nature.
AND l/HEREAS our said Justices did by their Order, bearing date
the fourteenth day of February, one thousand seven hundred and forty-two,
refer the said petition to the College of Physicians in our said Kingdom,
to examine the allegations thereof, and report to them the true state of
the case together with their opinion of what was proper to be done
therein, who thereupon reported that it might be of use to incorporate
the Apothecaries of the said city and liberties thereto adjoining. Yet
so as there be a provision in the Charter that they should make no
by-laws concerning the composition of Medicines unless first approved
of by the College of Physicians by writing under the College Seal and
so as it might no way interfere with the powers vested in the said
College by an Act of Parliament lately passed in our said Kingdom.
AND V/HERBAS our said Justices did by their Order, bearing date
the eighteenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and forty-three,
refer the said petition and also the report to our said College of
Physicians, to our Attorney and Solicitor-General of our said Kingdom
of Ireland, or either of them, to examine and consider the petitioners'
allegations, and report to them whether the granting the Charter by
them desired would be any prejudice or injury to any other person, and
our said Attorney and Solicitor-General by their report bearing date
second day of August, one thousand seven hundred and forty-five,
reported that they were of opinion that the granting such Charter to
the petitioners as was desired (with and subject to a provision that
they should make no by-laws for or concerning the composition of
Medicines without the approbation of the College of Physicians by
writing under the College Seal first had and obtained for that
purpose, and so as it might no way interfere with the powers vested
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i.u the said College by an Act of Parliament lately passed in our said
Kingdom of Ireland) would be no prejudice or injury to any other person.
AND WHEREAS our said Justices of our said Kingdom of Ireland who
transmitted the said petition and reports to our right trusty and wellbeloved cousin and Councillor, Phillip Earl of Chesterfield, our then
Lieutenant-General and General Governor of our said Kingdom of Ireland,
have acquaited him that they are of opinion we may, if we are so
graciously pleased, grant the petitioners' request, and have desired
our said Lieutenant-General to lay the said matters before us that the
petitioners might obtain our Royal Letters for that purpose.
AND we being graciously inclined to give an encouragement to all
arts and mysteries relating to the trade and benefit of our said Kingdom
of Ireland.
AND consider that the persons who do profess and carry on the said
art and mystery of Apothecaries within our said city of Dublin and the
suburbs and liberties thereof being so many in number cannot be well
regulated and governed without reasonable and convenient orders,
constitutions and ordinances made and set down concerning the said art
or mystery, nor such orders, constitutions and ordinances be duly
executed and put in force without some Governors and persons that may
have authority to execute the same,
AND v.ITEREAS at the humble supplication of our said well-beloved
subjects, Alderman William Walker, Alderman Robert King, Alderman Thomas
Baker, Henry O'Hara, Edward Croker, Thomas Quin, Timothy Edge, John
Colles, George Vilson, I.Iordeccai Adams, Apothecaries of our said city
of Dublin, in our said Kingdom of Ireland, in behalf of themselves and
several others professing the art and mystery of an Apothecary in the
said city of Dublin, thought fit to incorporate them in the name of
Master, Wardens and commonalties in the art and mystery of Apothecaries
in the city of Dublin and liberties thereof.
KNOW ye therefore that we of our special grace, certain knowledge,
and meer motion, by and with the advice end consent of our right trusty
and well-beloved Councillors, Robert Baron of Newport, our Chancellor
of our said Kingdom of Ireland, and Henry Boyle, Esq., Speaker of our
House of Commons in our said Kingdom of Ireland, and Justices General
and General Governors of our said Kingdom of Ireland, and according to
the tenor and effect of our letters under our Privy Signett and sign
manual bearing date, at our Court at Kensington, the eighteenth day of
September, one thousand seven hundred and forty-five, in the nineteenth
year of our reign, and now enrolled in the rolls of our High Court of
Chancery in the said Kingdom of Ireland, have erected and created and
by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we do erect and
create within our said city of Dublin and our suburbs and liberties
thereof one guild or fraternity of the art or mystery of Apothecaries
of Dublin, to consist of one Master, two Wardens and of the commonalty
of the said art or mystery, and further have declared, ordained and
constituted and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we
do declare, ordain and constitute our said well-beloved subjects, the
said Alderman William Walker, Alderman Robert King, Alderman Thomas
Baker, Henry O'Hara, Edward Croker, Thomas Quin, Timothy Edge, John
Colles, George Wilson, Mordeccai Adams, Apothecaries of our said city
of Dublin, to be from henceforth one body politic and corporate in
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matter, deed and name, by the name of Master, Wardens and commonalty
of the said art or mystery of our said city of Dublin.
AND then the
said Alderman William Walker, Alderman Robert King, Alderman Thomas
Baker, Henry O'Hara, Edward Croker, Thomas Quin, Timothy Edge, John
Colles, George Wilson, Mordeccai Adams, Apothecaries of our said city
of Dublin, and their successors for ever, by the name of Master,
Wardens and commonalty of the art or mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin,
into one body politic and corporate in matter, deed and name, really,
fully and wholly, we do by these presents for us, our heirs and
successors, erect, make, ordain and create. AND that by the same name
of Master, ’Wardens and commonalty of the art or mystery of Apothecaries
of Dublin they may have perpetual succession. AND also by the same
name they and their successors for ever shall be persons able and
capable in law to have, take, purchase, hold, receive, possess and
enjoy in manors, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, and for
hereditaments to them and their successors for ever, not exceeding
the yearly value hereinafter mentioned, and the same manors, lands,
tenements, rents, reversions, and hereditaments at their will and
pleasure to demise, grant, set, let, assign and dispose of, as also
to make, seal and execute all deeds, evidences and v/ritings of, for,
or concerning the same, and every parcel thereof which shall be needful,
proper or convenient in that behalf to be had, made or executed. AND
that by the same name of Master, Wardens and commonalty of Apothecaries
of our said city of Dublin, they and their successors for ever shall
and may be persons able and capable in law to sue and in any of our
Courts or any other place whatsoever, and any of our Courts, Justices
and persons whatsoever, any of and all manner of suits, occasions,
complaints, pleas, causes, matters and demands whatsoever or of what
effect, kind or form soever they be, as fully, freely and in the same
manner and form as any other of our liege people in our said Kingdom
of Ireland, being also persons able and capable in law may sue and be
sued, implead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend and be
defended, and that by the same name they shall be able and capable in
law to make, seal and perfect deeds and instruments in writing relating
to the said Corporation.
AND further of our more abounding special
grace, certain knowledge and information and meer motion, by and with
the advice and consent aforesaid, and according to the tenor and effect
of our said letters, we have given and granted and by these presents
for us, our heirs and successors, we do give and grant unto the said
Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or mystery of the said
Apothecaries of Dublin, that they and their successors for ever shall
and may have a Common Seal with such inscription as they shall think
fit, to serve for the ensealing, doing and transacting of all and
singular causes, affairs and business relating to the said Corporation
of the said Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or mystery
of Apothecaries of Dublin and their successors. AND our further will
and pleasure is that from henceforth for ever one Master, two Wardens
and thirteen Assistants, and so many other person or persons that they
and their successors, or the greater part of them or of their successors,
shall from time to time think fit of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries aforesaid shall be yearly constituted and chosen in the
manner and form as is hereafter in these presents expressed and specified.
AND for the better execution of the premises and also for the good rule
and government of the said Corporation of the art or mystery of Apothecaries
aforesaid from time to time for ever. One further will and pleasure is,
and we do by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, of our
special grace, certain knowledge and meer motion, by and with the advice
and consent aforesaid, and according to the tenor of our said letters,
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assign, name, ordain, and constitute our said well-beloved subject,
Henry O'Hara, to be a first Master of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries aforesaid, to continue in the said office from day of the
date of these our Letters Patent until the Feast of St Andrew the
Apostle next ensuing the date hereof and from and after the said Feast
until some other meet and sufficient man of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries aforesaid be elected, nominated, and sworn into the said
office and place of Master of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries
aforesaid, if the said Henry O'Hara shall so long live and not be
removed through misbehaviour, according to such provisions as are
hereafter in these presents particularly expressed and limited. AND
further our will and pleasure is, and we do by these presents for us,
our heirs and successors, by and with the advice and consent aforesaid
and according to the tenor of our said letters, assign, name, and
ordain and constitute our said well-beloved subjects, Edward Crolcer
and Thomas Quin, to be the first two Wardens of the said art or mystery
of Apothecaries aforesaid, to continue in the said offices from the day
of the date of these our Letters Patent until the Feast of St Andrew
the Apostle, next ensuing the date hereof, and from thenceforth until
two other meet and sufficient men of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries aforesaid be elected and sworn into the said respective
offices of V/ardens, to execute the said offices of Wardens of the said
art or mystery of Apothecaries aforesaid, if they, the said Edward
Croker and Thomas Quin, shall respectively so long live and be not
removed.
AND our further will and pleasure is, and by these presents
for us, our heirs and successors, we do grant to the said Master,
Wardens and commonalty that it shall and may be lav/ful to and for the
said Master, Wardens and commonalty and their successors for ever to
elect and choose out of the Apothecaries of our said city and liberties,
thirteen discreet persons to be called Assistants of the said art or
mystery of Apothecaries, to continue therein from the date of their
election until the said Feast of St Andrew the Apostle then next
ensuing, and from end after the said Feast until some other meet and
sufficient men of the said art and mystery of Apothecaries aforesaid
be elected and sworn into the said offices of Assistants of the said
Corporation, which said Assistants shall be aiding, counselling, and
assisting the said Master and Wardens of the said art and mystery from
time to time for a better rule and direction of the whole body of the
said art or mystery and every member thereof, and for the better
shaping of all good, reasonable and wholesome by-laws, statutes, and
ordinances for the better government and regulation of the same and
every member thereof.
AND our further will and pleasure is that the
said Henry O'Kara shall, before he enters upon the execution of the
said office of Master of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries,
take an oath for the due execution of the said office of Master of the
said ant or mystery of Apothecaries.
AND shall also take the oaths and
make, repeat and subscribe the declaration contained in an Act of
Parliament made at Westminster in the third year of the reign of our
Royal predecessors, King William and Queen Mary, entitled an Act for
abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in Ireland, and appointing other
oaths, which said several oaths and declaration shall be by him taken,
made, repeated, and subscribed before the Lord Mayor of the said city
of Dublin for the time being. AND we do hereby empower, authorise,
and require the said Lord Mayor of the said city of Dublin for the time
being to administer the same, and cause the said Master to make, repeat
and subscribe the said declaration pursuant to the said Act of
Parliament made at Westminster aforesaid.
AND likewise that they, the
said Edward Croker and Thomas Q>iin, shall, before they enter upon the
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execution of the said several offices of Wardens of the said art or
mystery aforesaid, and shall also take the said oaths and make, repeat
and subscribe the said declaration contained in the said Act of
Parliament, entitled an Act fbt abrogating the Oath of Supremacy in
Ireland, and appointing other oaths, before the said Lord Mayor of the
said city of Lublin for the time being. AKL we do hereby empower,
authorise and require the said Lord Mayor of our said city of Dublin
for the time being to administer the said oaths to them, and cause
them respectively to make, repeat and subscribe the said declaration
pursuant to the said Act of Parliament made at Westminster as aforesaid.
AlH) that after the said several oaths and the said declaration, taken,
made, repeated and subscribed by them respectively, they, the said
Henry O'Hara and Edward Croker and Thomas Quin, severally and
respectively, may take upon them the execution of the said several
offices of Master and Wardens of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries of Dublin, in all things that pertain to the said
several offices. AND the existing Master and Wardens for ever
thereafter, before he or them shall enter on the said office and offices,
shall take the said oaths, and make, repeat and subscribe the said
declaration before the next preceding Master or Wardens, or any two of
them. AND our further will and pleasure is, and we do hereby require
that the said Assistants, and all other Assistants hereafter to be
elected and chosen Assistants of the said Corporation, shall, before
them be admitted Assistants of the said Corporation, take the said
oath, and make, repeat and subscribe the said declaration before the
Master and Wardens of the said Corporation, or any two of them whom
we do by these presents empower and authorise to administer the said
oaths, and cause the said declaration to be made, repeated and
subscribed as aforesaid. AND further of our special grace, certain
knowledge and meer motion, by and with the advice and consent aforesaid
and in pursuance of our said letters, we do by these presents for us,
our heirs and successors, give and grant unto the said Master and
Wardens of the said Corporation of Apothecaries, and their successors,
full povjer and authority from time to time and at all times hereafter
to admit such and so many persons as they shall think fit into the
freedom of the said Corporation; such person or persons so to be
admitted at the time of their admission taking the said oaths and
repeating and subscribing the said declaration before the Master and
Wardens of the said Corporation for the time being, or any two of them
whom we do by these presents, require, empower and authorise for that
purpose. AND further of a more abounding grace, certain knowledge and
meer motion, by and with the advice and consent aforesaid we have
given and granted, and by these presents for us, our heirs and
successors, we do give and grant unto the said Master, Wardens and
commonalty of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries of our said
city of Dublin, and their successors for ever, that they, the said
Master, Wardens and Assistants of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries of our said citv of Dublin and their successors for ever
(or the greater part of them), for that intent and purpose assemble
in some house or hall, to be by them provided, within our said city
of Dublin or the suburbs of the same, on the Feast day of St Luke the
Evangelist, yearly for ever, shall and may have some power and
authority to nominate nine able and sufficient men of the said
Corporation, out of Y/hich number the said Master, Wardens, Assistants
and commonalty shall upon the same day elect and choose one to be
Master of the said art or mystery, and two to be Wardens of the said
Corporation for the next ensuing year and until others be chosen in
their rooms. AND that such person so nominated, elected and chosen
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as aforesaid Master, first taking the said several oaths, and making,
repeating and subscribing the said declaration contained in the said
Act of Parliament made at ’Westminster as aforesaid, and the oath for
the due execution of the office of Master of the said art or mystery,
before the last preceding Master and Yfardens, or any two of them vdio
are hereby empowered and authorised to administer the said oaths from
time to time, and to see the said declaration repeated and subscribed
at the same time, shall be and continue in the said office of Master of
the said Corporation for and during the term of one whole year from the
Feast of St Andrew the Apostle next after such his election to the said
office of Master of the said art or mystery;
and our further will and
pleasure is that the said Master, V/ardens and Assistants of the said
art or mystery of Apothecaries, or the greater part of them, for the
time being shall yearly on the said Feast of St Luke the Evangelist,
elect and choose two other of the said nine who shall be nominated as
aforesaid to be Wardens of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries of
our city of Dublin aforesaid, and the suburbs and liberties thereof.
AND that such persons so nominated, elected and chosen as aforesaid
into the said office of Wardens of the said art or mystery shall, before
they enter upon the execution of the said offices, take the said several
oaths, and make, repeat and subscribe the said declaration appointed by
the said Act of Parliament made at Westminster as aforesaid, as also
the usual oath for the due execution of the said offices of Wardens of
the said art or mystery of Apothecaries before the Master and Wardens
of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries for the time being, or any
two of them, we hereby empower and authorise to administer the said
oaths and see the said declaration repeated and subscribed accordingly.
AND that after the said oath taken and declaration was repeated and
subscribed, such persons so elected and nominated to the said offices
of Wardens shall be and continue Wardens of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries of Dublin aforesaid for and during the term of one whole
year and until others be duly elected and admitted as aforesaid, to
commence from the Feast of St Andrew the Apostle next ensuing such
nomination, election and admission if they shall so long live and be
not removed through misbehaviour. AND further our will and pleasure
is, we do by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, give and
grant unto the said Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or
mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin, and their successors for ever, full
power, licence and authority that when and as often as it shall happen
that the Master and Wardens of the said art or mystery or any or either
of them die and depart this life, or otherwise for any reasonable or
lawful cause be removed or dismissed from his or their or any or either
of their office or offices of Master and Wardens of the said art or
mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin within the compass of one year after
they or any of them shall be elected, chosen and sworn as aforesaid,
that then and so often it shall and may be lawful to and for such of
the Master and Wardens of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries for
the time being and continuing in his or their office and offices
aforesaid, with the assent and consent of the Assistants of the said
art or mystery then also being and continuing in their places aforesaid,
or of the greater part of them, within some convenient time after such
death, dismissal or removal of such Master or W'ardens, or any other of
them, to nominate, prefer, elect and choose any other able, honest and
sufficient person and persons out of the said Corporation in the stead
and place of him or them who shall so happen to die or be removed or be
dismissed, to be and continue Master and Y/arden or Master and Wardens
of the art or mystery aforesaid, for and during the residue of the same
year, which shall then remain unexpired, and from thence until some

305
other person or persona shall be elected, chosen and sworn to the
execution of the said office or offices of Master and Warden or Master
and Wardens of the said art or mystery, according to the ordinances
and provisions and these presents expressed, and that from time to time
as often as the case shall so require, provided that such person or
persons so to be nominated, chosen and preferred to the office of
Master of the said art or mystery, shall, before he or them enter upon
the execution of the said office of Master of the said art or mystery,
take the said oaths and repeat and subscribe the said declaration and
the oath for the due execution of the said office of Master of the
said art or mystery before the said Master or Wardens who next precede
the Master or Wardens so dying or removed, or any two of them, or the
Lord Mayor of our said city of Dublin for the time being who are hereby
authorised and empowered to administer the same accordingly. AND that
such person or persons as shall be so nominated, chosen and preferred
to the said office or offices of Warden or Wardens of the said art or
mystery of Apothecaries aforesaid, shall likewise, before he or them
enter upon the execution of the said office or offices of Warden or
Wardens aforesaid, take the said oaths, and make, repeat and subscribe
the said declaration, as also take the usual oath for the due execution
of the said office or offices of Warden or Wardens for the said art or
mystery before the Master of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries,
or before the Lord Mayor of our said city of Dublin for the time being,
we hereby respectively authorise and empower to administer the same
accordingly, and cause such Warden or Wardens to repeat and subscribe
the said declaration accordingly. AND it is our further will and
pleasure that when and as often as it shall happen that any of the said
Assistants of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries shall die, or for
some lawful or reasonable cause be removed from his or their office or
place, offices or places, of Assistant or Assistants of the said art
or mystery, that then and so often it shall and may be lawful to and
for the said Master, Wardens and Assistants, or the greater part of
them, within some convenient time after such death or removal of any
of the said Assistants, to choose and make out of the brethren of the
said Corporation one other or others in his or their room, place and
stead, to be Assistant or Assistants for the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries, to continue in the said office or offices for and during
the residue of the same year which shall then remain unexpired, and
from then until some other person or persons shall be elected and sworn
into the said office or offices, such person or persons first taking
the said oaths and making, repeating and subscribing the said declaration
and taking the usual oath for the due execution of the said office or
offices in all things concerning the same, before the Master and Wardens
of the art or mystery of Apothecaries for the time being, or two of them;
and further of our more abounding grace and certain knowledge and meer
motion, by and with the advice and consent aforesaid, and according to
the tenor and effect of our said Letters we have given and granted, and
by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we do give and grant
unto the said Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or mystery
of Apothecaries of our said city of Dublin for ever, that they the said
Master, Wardens and Assistants, and their successors, shall and may
elect and choose an honest and discreet person, to be called the Clerk
of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries of the said city of Dublin,
to continue therein during his good behaviour, the said office to be
used and exercised by him or his sufficient deputy to be by him on that
behalf appointed. AND our further will is that upon the death,
surrender, amotion of the said Clerk, and of every future Clerk, it
shall and may be lawful to and for the said Master, Wardens, Assistants
and commonalty of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries, or the greater
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part of them from time to time, to elect and choose some other fit
person into the said office, and that such person who shall be so
chosen, nominated and made Clerk of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries aforesaid, shall and may have, hold, exercise and enjoy
the said office during his good behaviour. NEVERTHELESS it is our will
and pleasure that the first Clerk of the said art or mystery of
Apothecaries, as also such other person or persons as hereafter shall
be chosen and nominated Clerk of the said art or mystery, shall, before
he or them shall enter upon the execution of the said office, take his
and their corporal oath upon the holy Evangelist before the said Master
and Wardens well and truly to execute the said office of Clerk of the
said art or mystery in all things appertaining to the said office
according to his skill and knowledge, and that from time to time as
often as the case shall require, and also make, repeat and subscribe
the said declaration before the said Master and Wardens before he or
they respectively enter upon the execution of the said office.
AND
further of our special grace, certain knowledge and meer motion, by
and with the advice and consent aforesaid, and according to the tenor
of our said Letters, we have given and granted and by these presents
for us, our heirs and successors, we do give and grant unto the said
Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries
of Dublin, and their successors for ever, that it shall and may be
lawful to and for the said Master and Wardens and Assistants of the said
art or mystery of Apothecaries aforesaid, or the greater part of them,
to elect, nominate and appoint a person to be called the Beadle of the
said Corporation of the said art or mystery, to continue in the said
office during his good behaviour. AND upon the death, surrender or
amotion of the said Beadle, and of every future Beadle, it shall and
may be lawful to and for the said Master, Wardens and commonalty of
the said art or mystery of Apothecaries, or the greater part of them,
from time to time to elect end choose some other fit person into the
said office, and that such person who shall be so chosen, nominated
and made Beadle of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries aforesaid,
shall and may have, hold, execute and enjoy the said office during his
good behaviour.
AND further of our more abundant special grace,
certain knowledge and meer motion, by and with the advice and consent
aforesaid, and according to the tenor of our aforesaid Letters, we have
given and granted and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors,
we do give and grant unto the said Master, Wardens and commonalty of
the said art or mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin aforesaid, and their
successors for ever, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said
Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries,
and their successors, or the greater part of them, when and as often as
to them or the greater part of them it shall seem needful or expedient
to assemble, convocate end congregate themselves together at or in their
hall or house, to be by them for that purpose provided within the said
city, suburbs or liberties of Dublin, and there from time to time and
at all convenient times hereafter to treat of, consult, determine,
constitute, ordain and make such lawful statues, by-laws, articles,
penalties and ordinances whatsoever as to them, or the greater part of
them, shall seem reasonable, profitable and requisite, touching and
concerning the good rule and government of the said Master, Wardens and
commonalty of Apothecaries aforesaid, and every member thereof, as to
them according to their wisdom and discretions shall seem convenient as
aforesaid, and also to set down in what order and maimer the said
Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries
of Dublin, and every member of the said Corporation and others exercising
the said art or mystery of Apothecaries within the said cit3r and the
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suburbs and liberties thereofshall demean and behave themselves in all
and singular matters, causes and things touching or concerning the said
art or mystery. AND also to impose, inflict, provide and lim-it all
and singular such penalties and punishments against and upon any
offender or offenders exercising the said art or mystery within the
said city and the suburbs and liberties thereof, who shall transgress,
break or violate the said statutes, laws, articles or ordinances so to
be made, ordained and established, or any of them. AS ALSO to levy,
take and receive the same by all lawful means of or against such
offender or offenders, his or their goods and chattels, or any of them
as the case shall require, and as to the Master, Wardens and commonalty
of the said art or mystery, or the greater part of them, for the time
being shall seem most convenient or expedient, all such laws called
by-laws, ordinances, statutes or articles so to be made, ordained and
established, and every of them, we will and by these presents for us,
our heirs and successors, do grant unto the said Master, Wardens and
commonalty of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries aforesaid, and
their successors for ever, and command that the same be from time to
time and at all times observed, performed and obeyed in all things as
the same ought to be under the penalties inflicted and limited in
manner and form as aforesaid, so as the said statutes, by-laws,
ordinances and articles to be made as aforesaid, and every of them,
may consist with and be not contrary or repugnant to the laws or
statutes of our said Kingdom of Ireland. PROVIDED always that the
said Master, Wardens, Assistants and commonalty of the said art or
mystery, or their successors, shall make no by-laws, statutes or
ordinances for or concerning the composition of Medicines without the
approbation of the College of Physicians by writing under the College
Seal first had and obtained for that purpose, or which shall any way
interfere with the powers vested in the said College by Act of
Parliament lately passed in our said Kingdom of Ireland. AND further
of our more abundant special grace, certain knowledge and meer motion,
by and with the advice and consent aforesaid, we have given and granted
and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we do give and
grant unto the said Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said art or
mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin, and their successors for ever, that
the said Master and 'wardens and their successors, Master and Wardens,
of the said art oc mystery of Apothecaries, or other officers belonging
to the said Master, Wardens or commonalty, and their successors, during
such time as they are in such office or offices, may not be put upon
any Jury upon any of our Courts on record within our said Kingdom of
Ireland. AND that they be not made constables, collectors, or other
officers during the time that they shall continue in such office or
offices. AND further of our more abundant special grace, certain
knowledge and meer motion, by and with the advice and consent aforesaid,
and according to the tenor of our aforesaid Letters, we have given and
granted and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we do
give and grant unto the said Master, Wardens and commonalty of the said
art or mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin aforesaid, and their successors,
full power, faculty and authority that they and their successors may
have, purchase and receive as well as from us, our heirs and successors,
as from any other person or persons, bodies politic or corporate
whatsoever in manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, reversions,
possessions as aforesaid, and all other hereditaments whatsoever with
the same manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, reversions,
possessions as aforesaid, of the said Master, Wardens and commonalty
of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries, to be received and purchased,
do not exceed in the whole the clear yearly value of £100 sterling, the
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statute of Mortmain, or any other statute, Act, ordinance, provision,
restraint, or any other matter or thing whatever to the contrary thereof
in anywise notwithstanding. AND further we do by these presents for us,
our heirs and successors, give and grant full power, licence and
authority to all and every the subjects of us, our heirs and successors,
and to all and every body and bodies politic and corporate, and every
person or persons whatsoever, and to every of them, that all and every
such person or persons, or body or bodies politic or corporate and other
the subjects of us, our heirs and successors, or any of them, may give,
grant, bequeath, assign, or by any other lawful ways or means whatsoever
alien, devise or assure unto the said Master, V/ardens and commonalty of
the said art or mystery of Apothecaries, and their successors, any
manors, messuages, rents, tenements, lands, reversions, possessions and
other hereditaments whatsoever, so that same manors, messuages, lands,
tenements, rents, reversions, possessions and other the premises so as
aforesaid to be given, granted, assigned or devised, do not in the whole
exceed the clear yearly value of £100 sterling, notwithstanding the said
statute of Mortmain, or any other statute, Act, ordinance, provision or
restriction, or any other cause, matter or thing whatsoever to the
contrary thereof in anywise. AND further of our more ample grace,
certain knowledge, meer motion, by and with the advice and consent
aforesaid, we have given and granted and by these presents for us, our
heirs and successors, we do give and grant unto the said Master, Vfardens
and commonalty oC the said art or mystery of Apothecaries in Dublin,
and their successors, that these our Letters Patent, or the enrolment
thereof, shall be in all and everything and things, firm, good, valid,
sufficient and effectual in the law unto them the said Master, Wardens
and commonalties of tiie said art or mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin
and their successors against us, our heirs and successors, as well as
in all our Courts within our said Kingdom of Ireland as elsewhere
wheresoever; and further that these our Letters Patent or the
enrolment thereof, and every clause, article, matter and thing whatsoever
herein contained, shall and may be construed in the most favourable
benign and gracious manner and form as they may be construed and
interpreted for the benefit and advantage of the said Master, Wardens
and commonalty of the said art or mystery of Apothecaries of Dublin,
and their successors, according to the purport and tenor of our
aforesaid Letters, without any objection or exception whatsoever to be
made thereunto, or any clause, matter or thing whatsoever, to the
enervation, evacuation or annihilation of these our Letters Patent to
the contrary notwithstanding. PROVIDED always that these our Letters
Patent to be enrolled in the Rolls of our High Court of Chancery in our
said Kingdom of Ireland within the space of six months next ensuing the
date on these presents. IN WITNESS whereof we have caused these our
Letters to be made patent. WITNESS our aforesaid Justices General and
General Governors of our said Kingdom of Ireland at Dublin, the 10th
day of February, in the twentieth year of our reign.
DOMVILLE.

In obedience to the within Charter, I, the Rt. Honorable Richard
White, now Lord Mayor of the city of Dublin, have this 10th day of
March, 1746, administered to Henry O'Hara within named, an Oath for
the due execution of the office of Master of Apothecaries of Dublin,
and also to the within named Edward Croker and Thomas Qpln respectively,
an Oath for the due execution of the several offices of Wardens of said
Apothecaries, and I have also administered to the said Henry O'Hara,
Edward Croker and Thomas Q^in the Oath and Declaration contained in
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the Act of Parliament within mentioned, which Oaths and Declaration
they and each of them have taken, repeated and subscribed before me.
RICHARD WHITE
Lord Mayor of the City of Dublin.
It was enrolled in the Office of the Rolls of His Majesty's High
Court of Chancery in Ireland, the 9th day of June, in the reign of
King George II, and examined by William Deane, Clerk and Keeper of
the Rolls, examined by Edward Madden, Deputy Clerk of the Crown and
Hanaper.
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EXTRACTS FROM CHARGES AND REGULATIONS FOR
APOTHECARIES 1604
s.

11.

4

2.

8

2.

0

2.

8

5.

6

5.

5

2.

9

. 13.

9

5.

5

For Bleeding by a Master
"

"

"

an Assistant or Apprentice

.

Yisit by a Master called out of bed
"

" an Assistant or Apprentice

.

A Master kept all night
Attendance on Snetics by a Master
Inoculating, according to circumstances

from
to

d.

.

One or more Leeches applied by a Master,
beside the price of the Leech or Leeches
All Juleps, not exceeding ten ounces per oz

6

Gargles per oz

6

Clysters, beside the Pipe and etc

4.

6

Purging Draughts for Adults

2.

0

Spongia Usta, per oz

5.

6

Tooth Powder per box

1.

1

Opium, per oz

3.

3

Tr Opium, per oz

2.

2

Syrup

Scillae, per oz

Wines to be charged as Tinctures.
No charges to be made for attendance upon servants or
paupers in town.

6
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APPENDIX C.II
AN ACT FOR PREVENTING FRAUDS AND ABUSES IN THE VENDING.
PREPARING AND AMINISTERING DRUGS AND MEDICINE 1761 I Geo III C.14
WHEREAS many moft dangerous and deftructive frauds and abufes are
daily committed in the vending, preparing, and adminiftring of drugs and
medicines: for remedy whereof, be it enacted by the King's moft
excellent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of the lords
fpiritual and temporal, and commons in this prefent Parliament affembled,
and by the authority of the fame, That from and after the firft day of
May in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty two,
the prefidents, cenfors, and fellows of the King and Qjueen's college
of phyficiens, Ireland, fhall have full power and authority to enlarge
the number of their body by admitting into the fellowfhip of their
body fuch and fo many other learned and worthy doctors of phyfick, as
the faid prefident, cenfors and fellows of the faid college of phyficians
fhall from time judge neceffary and fit to be admitted upon due
examination by election of the faid college of phyficians.
II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
the faid prefident, cenfors, and fellows of the faid college of
phyficians, may have full power and authority to elect and appoint four
of the fellows or members of their body to be infpectors and examiners
of all elaboratories, fhops, ware, or ftore-houfes, cellars, vaults,
room or rooms, and of all other repofitories of what kind or name
foever they may be, in the houfe or houfes or other place or places
belonging to any apothecary, chemift, or druggift, or other perfon or
perfons whatfoever, who now do or hereafter fhall import for fale,
or buy and fell, or keep for that purpofe, or who prepare, adminifter,
or fell, or keep for thofe purpofes, any drug, or fimple or compound
medicine, of what nature or denomination foever, which is or may be
ufed as medicine for the health of man's body within the city of
Dublin, and ten miles circuit thereof.
III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
the faid college of phyficians fhall, within three days after electing
the infpectors or examiners aforefaid, give notice in writing to the
mafter and wardens of the corporation of apothecaries of the city of
Dublin, that the faid college has chofen four of its members as
infpectors and examiners of drugs and medicines purfuant to this act,
and requiring the faid corporation to elect and appoint two of the
moft fkilful and honeft apothecaries of their faid corporation as
affiftants to the faid examiners, and to return their names and
places of abode to the faid college of phyficians within three days
after fuch notice fhall be given in writing as aforefaid; which faid
election or appointment of two affiftant apothecaries fhall neverthelefs
be fubjected to be excepted againft or approved of by the faid college
of phyficians; and that whenfoever the faid college of phyficians
fhall object to the return of both or either of the affiftant
apothecaries, made to them as aforefaid, the faid corporation of
apothecaries fhall be obliged, upon notice from the faid college of
phyficians as aforefaid, to come to a new election and nomination, and
to make a new return as aforefaid, in the room of both or either of
the perfons, fo difapproved of by the faid college of phyficians.
IV. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if the faid corporation of apothecaries fhould neglect

312
to elect, appoint, or return fuch affiftant apothecaries; or in
cafe the faid elected, appointed, or returned, or affiftant apothecaries
fhould refufe or neglect to come to the faid phyficians upon due notice
as aforefaid, it may and fhall be lawful for the faid examining
phyficians to proceed without them.
V. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the
four phyficians, appointed by the faid college of phyficians as aforefaid,
fhall be the vifitors, infpectors, and examiners of the fhops, ware-houfes,
ftore-houfes, elaboratories, rooms, cellard, vaults, or other places or
repofitories, where drugs, or fimple or compound medicines, of any
denomination or kind whatfoever, are made, prepared, adminiftered, or
expofed to fale, or kept for that purpofe, and the examiners of all fuch
drugs and medicines, as fhall be found therein within the city of IXiblin
or liberties thereof, or within ten miles circuit thereof; and that the
faid two apothecaries returned by the corporation of apothecaries, and
approved of by the faid college of phyficians, fhall be affiftants to
the faid four phyficians in the execution of the powers herein after
granted by this act; which faid four infpectors and examiners with
the faid two affiftant apothecaries fhall ferve for one year only, and
not to be liable to be appointed again for three years after without
their own confent.
VI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
it may and shall be lawful for the faid prefident, cenfors, and fellows
of the faid college of phyficians to fummon before them the four
fellows or other members of their body, appointed infpectors and
examiners as aforefaid, and the faid two apothecaries, appointed
affiftants as aforefaid, and to adminifter to each and every of them,
the following oath:
I A. B. do folemnly and fincerely promife and fwear, that I will
to the beft or my knowledge, fkill, and jufgment, without hatred or
evil will, without partiality, affection, favour, or fear, juftly,
equally, and faithfully difcharge the truft, and execute the powers,
vefted in me by an act, intituled, An act for preventing frauds and
abufes in the vending, preparing, and adminiftring drugs and medicines.
So help me God.
VII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
the faid examiners, or any two of them, with the faid affiftant
apothecaries, or one of them, fhall have full power and authority, and
are hereby required, four times at leaft in the year or oftner, if they
fhall fee occafion, in the day-time to enter and infpect all and every
fhop, ware or ftore-houfe, cellar, vault, room or rooms, elaboratones,
or other repofitories, of what kind or denomination foever,
appertaining to apothecaries, chemifts, druggifts, or other perfon or
perfons whatfoever, who now do or hereafter fhall buy and fell, expofe
to fale, or keep for that purpofe, any manner of drugs, fimple or
compound medicines, ufed or to be ufed for medicines for the health of
man's body, and therein ftrictly to fearch for, and fully and fairly
to examine, the nature and quality of all and every kind of drug,
fimple or compound medicine, or chemical preparation, ufed or to be
ufed for medicine as aforefaid; and in cafe the faid examiners fhall
find in fuch fearch and infpection any kind of drug, fimple or compound
medicine, or chemical preparation, which to the beft of their judgments
fhall appear unfound, corrupt, adulterated, or unfaithfully, difhoneftly,
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or unfkilfully compounded, or otherwife prepared fo as to be rendered
unwholefome or unfit to be ufed as medicine for the health of man’s
body, all and every drug and medicine by the faid examiners adjudged
corrupt or defective, as aforefaid, to condemn and feize upon, and fee
burned, or otherwife totally deftroyed, by the hands of the beadle of
the faid college of phyficians, or any other perfon or perfons by the
examiners for the time being appointed for that purpofe.
VIII. Provided neverthelefs, and be it further enacted by the
authority aforefaid, That in cafe the faid examiners, or the major
part of them, fhall condemn any drugs or medicines as unfit to be
adminiftred or ufed in medicine for the health of man's body, and that
the owner or owners, poffeffor or poffeffors, of fuch drugs or medicines,
or, in his abfence, the perfon having the cuftody or chief care thereof,
fhall, before the burning or deftroying thereof, infift that the fame
ought not to be burned or deftroyed, and fhall forthwith by writing
under his or their hands appeal to and defire the judgment of the
prefident, confers, and fellows of the faid college of phyficians in
Dublin for the time being thereupon, then and in fuch cafe the faid
examiners fhall caufe the faid drugs or medicines, fo feized, to be
weighed, and with the boxes, pots, glaffes, or other veffels containing
the fame, and the reafons in writing for condemning thereof, fubferibed
by each of the faid examiners condemning the fame, to be then and there
put into a box, and fealed with their refpective feals of each of the
faid examiners, and the feal of the perfon or perfons fo infifting, if
fuch perfon or perfons fhall think fit to put his or their feal thereto;
which box, fo fealed, the examiners for the time being fhall commit to
the care and custody of the beadle of the faid college of phyficians,
where it fhall remain for any time not exceeding fourteen days; within
which time the prefident of the college of phyficians fhall fummon an
affembly or meeting of the cenfors, and other fellows and members of
their college or body, in the ufual manner of fummoning fuch meetings
or affemblies, whereof the owner or poffeffor of the faid condemned
drugs and medicines fhall have four days notice in writing, to be given
or left to or for the perfon or perfons, by or for whom fuch appeal was
made, at the place where the condemned drugs or medicines were found,
that he or they may attend the faid meeting, if he or they fhall think
fit; and that the prefident, cenfors and fellows, fo affembled, fhall
have power and authority, being no lefs in number than five, exclufive
of the faid examiners, to open fuch box from time to time in the
prefence of the perfon or perfons, by or for whom fuch appeal was made,
if he or they fhall there appear, and in default of their appearance
(due notice being given as aforefaid) then without him or them, and to
proceed to examine, and finally determine concerning fuch drugs and
medicines as aforefaid contained therein; and if the faid prefident
and affembly, being not lefs in number than as aforefaid, or the major
part thereof, confirm end ratify the judgment of the faid examiners,
then the faid examiners for the time being fhall caufe all fuch drugs
and medicines as aforefaid, fo condemned, and veffels containing the
fame, to be publickly burned, or otherwife deftroyed, before the doors
of the perfon or perfons, in whofe fhop, elaboratory, ware-houfe, or
room, the feme were found, in fuch manner, and at fuch time, as the
faid examiners for the time being fhall think fit and direct* provided
the faid prefident, cenfors, and fellows, fhall firft take the oath
herein before preferibed, which the prefident is hereby required to
take, and impowered and required to adminifter.
IX. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority
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aforefaid, that if or in cafe the drugs or medicines, feized by the
examiners, fhall not be condemned within fourteen days by the faid
affembly or prefident, oenfors, and fellows, or fhall be deemed found
and good, and meet to be adminiftered as medioines for the health of
man's body, that then the faid drugs and medicines fhall be immediately
returned to the owner together with the boxes, pots, glaffes, or other
veffels, wherein the fame are contained, fafe and in good condition,
without wafte or other damage whatfoever.
X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in
cafe any apothecary, chemift, druggift, or other perfon or perfons, who
now do or hereafter fhall buy and fell, expofe to fale, or keep for that
purpofe, any drug, fimple or compound medicine, or chemical preparation,
ufed or to be ufed for medicine, fhall prefume to obftruct, let, or
moleft the faid examiners, or their affiftant or affiftants, beadle or
beadles, or other fervant or fervants, in the execution of this act, or
any part thereof, that every fuch offender in this cafe fhall forfeit
for every fuch offence the fum of twenty pounds.
XI. And for the better afcertaining the nature and qualities, and
the dofes, and ufes, of all drugs, fimple and compound medicines, and
chemical preparations, be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That it may be lawful for the faid prefident, cenfora, and fellows of
the college of phyficians for the time being, to frame and publish a
code or pharmacopoeia, containing a catalogue of fuch drugs or fimple
medicines, as they fhall judge neceffary for the prefcriptions or ufes
of phyficians and chirurgeons, together with forms and rules for
preparing and compounding the fame chemically and galenically, as they
fhall judge fit and neceffary, for the practice of phyfick and
chirurgery, directing not only the form and manner, but the various
veffels and other utenfils, and the materials of which fuch veffels or
utenfils fhall be refpectively made or compofed, as alfo the meafures,
weights, and feales, by which all fuch medicinal drugs, preparations,
and compofitions fhall be difpenfed and fold; which faid code or
pharmacopoeia fhall be followed and obferved by all and every
apothecary, chemift, druggift, and other perfon or perfons, who now
do or hereafter fhall prepare, adminifter, fell, expofe to fale, or
keep for that purpofe, any kind of drug, fimple or compound medicine,
or chemical or other medicinal preparation whatfoever, throughout this
kingdom.
XII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
if any apothecary, chemift, or druggift, or other perfon or perfons,
who now do or hereafter fhall make, prepare, compound, fell, expofe to
fale, or keep for that purpofe, any kind of drug, or medicinal
preparation, or compound whatfoever, fhall prefume to make, prepare,
compound, difpenfe, or fell any other officinal preparations or .
compofitions, or make up any extemporaneous prefcription of any
phyfician or chirurgeon in this kingdom, by any other form or rule, in
any other utenfils, or by any other meafures or weights, than fhall be
fo directed and appointed by the faid college of phyficians, fuch
offender fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch offence the fum of ten
pounds fterling; unlefs where the contrary is or fhall be directed by
ferae regular practitioner, and that for his own private ufe folely.
XIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
the aforefaid examiners may and fhall examine the feveral utenfils,
meafures, feales, and weights in all and every place or places, where
any kind of drugs or medicinal preparations or compounds are fold,
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prepared, or compounded for fale, expofed to fade, or kept for that
purpofe, and feiza and deftroy all fuch utenfils, meafurea, weights,
and feales, as they fhall find contrary to the rules or directions of
the faid code or pharmacopoeia, or otherwife defective or unlawful;
faving to the delinquent the benefit of an appeal to the college of
phyficians, as in the cafe of condemned drugs or medicines as
aforefaid.

XIV. Provided neverthelefs, That this act, or any part thereof,
fhall not be conftrued to extend to any merchant-adventurer, who fhall
import firaple drugs or medicines for fale, and does not prepare,
compound, or retail the fame.
XV. And for the better preventing and punifhing frauds and
abufes in the preparing, compounding, and vending of drugs and
medicines in the more remote parts of this kingdom; be it enacted by
the authority aforefaid, That it may and fhall be lawful for the chief
magiftrate of every city, borough, or town corporate for the time being,
unlefs he or they happen to follow the art, bufinefs, or occupation of
an apothecary, chemift, or druggift, in all or any of their branches,
and then for the fheriffs of any city, or any two juftices of the peace
of any city, or for any two juftices of the peace of a county, who live
neareft to any borough or any town, whofe chief magiftrate happens to
follow the art, bufinefs, or occupation of an apothecary, chemift, or
druggift, or in the towns, where no magiftrate refides, to fummon any
two or more doctors of phyfick, graduates of Oxford, Cambridge,
Edinburgh, or of any other univerfity of Great Britain, Leyden or
Dublin, or licentiates of the King and Queen's College of Phyficians in
Ireland, and to adminifter to each and every of them the examiner's
oath herein before mentioned; which phyficians fo fummoned or fwom,
being no lefs than two in number, with the chief magiftrate of the city
or town fhall have full power and authority to fearch and infpect all
and every fhop, ftore or warehoufe, elaboratory, or other repofitory,
of all and every apothecary, chemift, and druggift, and of all and
every perfon or perfons, who now do or hereafter fhall prepare, compound
for fale, fell, expofe to fale, or keep for that purpofe, any kind of
drug, firaple or compound medicine, chemical or other preparation, ufed
or to be ufed for medicine, and to examine all fuch drugs and medicines
together with all the utenfils, meafures, foales, and weights, and to
feize and deftroy all fuch drugs and medicines, utenfils, meafures,
feales, and weights, as they fhall find, and adjudge unfound, adulterate,
corrupt, unwholfome, defective, or otherwife unlawful; faving neverthelefs
to the party the benefit of an appeal to the college of phyficians in
Dublin.
XVI. And in cafe the owner of any drug or medicine, or the perfon
acting for him in his abfence, fhall appeal to the college of phyficians,
be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That a fample or famples of
the drug or medicine, fo condemned, under the feal of the examiners, as
well as the owner or owners, if he or they fhall think proper, be fent
with all convenient fpeed by the chief magiftrate, prefent at fuch
examination and condemnation, to the college of phyficians in Dublin,
who fhall be fully impowered and authorized finally to determine the
fame. And in cafe the faid college of phyficians fhall confirm the
judgment of the faid examiners, it may and fhall be lawful for the chief
magiftrate to bum, or otherwife deftroy, the reft and refidue of the
drugs and medicines, fo feized, at the offender's door upon a market-day;
and alfo to oblige the faid offender to pay for the carriage of the faid
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fample or famples, and appeal to the college of phyficians, any fum,
not exceeding forty fhillinge: hut in cafe the faid college of
phyficiane fhall not affirm the judgment of the faid examiners on the
condemnation of any drug or medicine, then within twenty four hours
after the judgment of the college of phyficians fhall be known, the
chief magiftrate fhall publickly reftore the drugs and medicines, fo
condemned and fsized, without wafte or other damage.
XVII. And to the intent that marks may be fet upon all and every
perfon or perfons offending in the preparing, adminiftring, vending,
importing, expofing to fala, or keeping for that purpofe, for the
fatisfaction and fafety as well of thofe who have occafion to confume,
as of thofe who prefcribe, medicines; be it further enacted by the
authority aforefaid, That the feveral examiners, appointed by this
act, may and fhall make due returns, after every exercife of the
powers vefted in them by this act, to the prefident, cenfors, and
fellows of the college of physicians in Dublin, fetting forth the
name and place of abode of every apothecary, chamift, druggift, or
other perfon, whofe fhop, elaboratory, ftore or ware-houfe, or other
repofitory, they have vifited and examined, together with the ftate
and condition of the drugs and medicines in all and every fuch fhop,
elaboratory, ware or ftore-houfe, or other repofitory, and how the
fame are furnifhed as well with drugs and medicines, as with fit
utenfils and lawful raeafures, scales, and weights, as alfo the ftate
and condition of fuoh drugs and medicines, as they have been called
to examine in the hands of importers or merchants.
XVIII. And whereas many fraudulent and unfkilful apothecaries,
chemifts, or druggifts, daily prefurae to fell one drug or medicine
for another, as well as to omit fundry ingredients in fhop-compofitions
and extemporaneous prefcriptions, or to fubftitute one drug or
medicine for another, to the great detriment of the buyers or patient,
as well as the preforiber: for remedy whereof be it enacted by the
authority aforefaid, That no apothecary, chemift, druggift, or other
perfon or perfons whatfoever, who now do, or hereafter fhall prepare
or compound, fell, or expofe to fale, or keep for that purpofe, any
firaple or compound medicine, chemioal or other medicinal preparation
whatfoever, fhall from and after the commenoement of this act fell any
drug or medicine in the place or ftead of another without informing
the buyer thereof of the change, and the reafon of neceffity for fo
doing, giving the fame in writing, if demanded. And that no
apothecary, chemift, druggift, or other perfon or perfons, who now
do or hereafter fhall prepare, difpenfe, or compound, fell, expofe
to fala, or keep for that purpofe, any drug or medicine whatfoever,
fhall prefume to fubftitute any one ingredient for another, or to omit
or leave out any one ingredient in any officinal or other compofition,
or extemporaneous prefcription, without the approbation or leave of the
college of phyficians in Dublin, or of the immediate prefcribers of
fuch compofition or extemporaneous prefcription in Dublin, or elfewhere,
or without fignifying on the cover or label of fuch medicine the
omiffion or fubftitute, and the reafon or neceffity for making the fame,
under the penalty of forty shillings fterling for every fuch impofition,
omiffion, or fubftitute, proved by the confeffion of the party, or by
the oath of one or more credible witnefs or witneffes before the chief
magiftrate of the town, where fuch offence fhall be committed, or
before the next juftices of the peace, or going judge of affize, where
no other civil magiftrate fhall happen to be refident.
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XIX. And in order to prevent the incertaintiee and dangers,
which may attend the letting down the quantities of medicines in
chemical and numeral characters in prefcriptions; be it enacted by
the authority aforefaid, That every phyfician, chirurgeon, or other
perfon or perfons, who now do or hereafter fhall take upon him or them
to prefcribe internal or external remedies for the health of man's body
in this kingdom, fhall hereafter write or fet down the quantity or
quantities of all and every medicine or ingredient, whether fimple or
compound, which he or they fhall prefscribe in any recipe, formula, or
ptefcription, in words at length, and not in chemical or numeral
characters, under the penalty of forty shillings for every fuch
omiffion.
XX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
all and every phyficians, chirurgeon, or other perfon or perfons taking
upon him or them to prefcribe medicines, whether for internal or
expemal ufe or application for the health of man's body, fhall
fubfcribe every fuch prefcription with hie name or fumame, or the
initial letters of his name and fumame, and with thofe alfo of his
profeffion, v/hether phyfician or chirurgeon, and, if a phyfician, with
the name or the initial letter of the name of the univerfity or
univerfities, of which he is a doctor, or other graduate in phyfick,
under the penalty of forty fhillings for every omiffion, unlefs he be
a member of the royal college of phyficians; in which cafe the initial,
letters of his name alone may be fufficient.
XXI. And in order to prevent the dangerous and deftructive practice
of the promifcuous keeping, handling, preparing, and vending fundry
deletery or noxious drugs, not fafely ufed or to be ufed as medicines,
be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the
ooraraencement of tfiis act no apothecary, chemift, druggift, or other
perfon or perfons whatfoever, who now do or hereafter fhall prepare,
adminifter, or fell, expofe to fale, or keep for that purpofe, any drugs,
fimple or compound medicines, or chemical or other preparations, ufed or
to be ufed for medicine, fhall keep, handle, powder, or otherwife
prepare, weigh, meafure, or fell, expofe to fale, or keep for that
purpofe, any arfenick, whether white or yellow arfenick, or orpiment,
or red arfenick, or realgar, or any other arfenical preparation or
compofition, in the fame fhop, elaboratory, ware, or ftore-houfe, cellar,
vault, room or rooms, or other place or places, or repofitories, of
what denomination or kind whatfoever, or in any morter, meafure, or
fcales, where any drug, fimple or compound medicine, chemical, or other
preparation, ufed or to be ufed as medicines for the health of man's
body, are kept, handled, difpenfed, powdered, prepared, meafured,
weighed, fold, expofed to fale, or kept for thofe purpofes, under the
penalty of five pounds for every fuch offence, or repetition or
continuance of fuch offence.
XXII. And for the better preventing the dangerous and deftructive
practice of tinfelling, or covering, or otherwife difguifing electuaries,
bolus, pills, or other medicines, with unwholfome metallick leaves, or
powders, be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no apothecary,
chemift, druggift, or other perfon or perfons, who now do or hereafter
fhall prepare, adminifter, fell, or expofe to fale, or keep for that
purpofe, any drugs, fimple or compound medicine, chemical or other
medicinal preparation, fhall henceforth prefume to tinfel over, cover,
or otherwife difguife, or mix with any electuary, bolus, pill, powder,
or other drug or medicine, any leaves, powders, or other preparations
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of copper or brafs, called Dutch metal, Dutch leaves, or Dutch gold,
or under whatfoever denomination they may be known or called, under the
penalty of forty fhillings fterling for every fuch offence.
XXIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
all the penalties inflicted by this act may be fued for and recovered
in a fummary way before the lord mayor and recorder of the city of
Dublin, or the mayor, or other chief magiftrate, and recorder, of any
other city or town corporate, where fuch offences are or fhall be
committed, who are hereby impowered and authorized to hear and determine
the fame, and to levy fuch penalties by diftrefs and fale of the offender's
goods, returning the overplus to the owner (if any be) the charges of
taking and difpofing of the goods fo diftrained being firft deducted;
one moiety of which faid penalties, when recovered, fhall be applied
by the college of phyficians in Dublin, and by the chief magiftrate and
examining phyficians in other cities and towns corporate, for the
purchafing medicines for the ufe of the poor; and the other moiety
thereof for the ufe of the informer.
XXIV. Provided always and be it further enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any perfon or perfons fhall at any time be fued or
profecuted for putting in execution any power or authority given by this
act, or any part thereof, fuch perfon or perfons fhall or may plead the
general iffue, and give this act and the fpecial matter in evidence.
XXV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
this act fhall be deemed, and taken, and is hereby declared, to be a
publick act to all intents and purpofes, and fhall be judicially taken
notice of and allowed as fuch in all courts within this kingdom by all
judges and juftices whatfoever without fpecially pleading the fame: and
that this prefent act fhall continue in force for the term of three years,
and from thence to the end of the then next feffion of Parliament, and
no longer.
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APPENDIX
APOTHEGARISS* ACT 1791

-

D.I
31 Geo III. C.U

V/HEREAS not only many but great inconveniences have arisen from
the want of an Hall amply supplied with Medicines of the purest quality,
prepared under the inspection of persons well skilled in the art and
mystery of such preparations, but also frequent frauds have been imposed
and practised on many of His Majesty’s subjects within the City of Dublin,
and the Liberties thereof, and in other parts of the Kingdom of Ireland,
by the ignorance and unskillfulness of divers persons pretending to the
art and mystery of an Apothecary, to the injury of the fair Trader, the
disappointment of the Physician, and the imminent hazard of the lives of
His Majesty's faithful and loyal Subjects throughout the realm:
and
whereas the Master, Wardens and commonalty of the Corporation of
Apothecaries, and other Apothecaries of the City of Dublin, have by their
Petition, humbly prayed that an Act be passed, enabling them to raise a
fund for the purpose of erecting such Hall, with such Clauses, Powers,
Jurisdictions, and Authorities as may in future prevent such frauds and
abuses, and thereby tend to preserve the health of His Majesty's subjects:
and in as much as Henry Hunt, Anthony Thompson, John Hastings, Peter Kelly,
George Kiernan, Richard Magan, James McLaughlin, Daniel Moore, John
Pentland. Poden Perrin, Robert Powell, Stephen Reynolds, Charles Ryan,
Join Usher, and Richard Usher, have each subscribed the sum of One Hundred
Pounds for the purpose of creating a Fund for the erection of such Hall;
be it enacted, that from henceforth, there shall be within the City of
Dublin, and Suburbs and Liberties thereof, one Company or Fraternity of
judicious Apothecaries well skilled in preparing and compounding of
Medicines, to consist of one Governor, a Deputy Governor, and thirteen
Directors, and the Subscribers.
2. Persons named incorporated - And it is hereby enacted, declared
and constituted, that the said Henry Hunt, Anthony Thompson, John
Hastings, Peter Kelly, George Kiernan, Richard Magan, James McLaughlin,
Daniel Moore, John Pentland, Foden Perrin, Robert Powell, Stephen
Reynolds, Charles Ryan, John Usher, Richard Usher and others, Apothecaries
of the said City of Dublin, are, and from henceforth shall remain one
Body Corporate and Company, in matter, deed, and name, by the name of
the Governor and Company of the Apothecaries Hall of the City of Dublin,
and them by that name one body politic and corporate, are hereby enacted,
made, created, established, and confirmed and by the same name they and
their successors shall have perpetual succession.
3. Company to have a Seal and hold Property.
4. Apothecaries on payment of £100 each, declared Members - And be
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all such judicious
Apothecaries resident in the City of Dublin, or within the Suburbs or
Liberties thereof, or who have been heretofore Apothecaries resident
within the said City, Suburbs or Liberties thereof, for the term of
seven years, who shall hereafter subscribe a sum of One Hundred Pounds
each respectively, shall be, and they are hereby enacted and declared
to be Members of the said Corporation, and shall be entitled to all the
benefits and advantages arising therefrom equally, and in as full and
ample a manner as the said original subscribers; provided nevertheless,
that the said Company shall not at any one time consist of more than
Sixty Members.
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5- Governor and Officers - And for the better ordering, managing,
and governing the Preparations, Stock, or other affairs of the said
Corporation, and for the making and establishing a continued and
perpetual succession of persons to be Governors and Directors of the
said Corporation; be it enacted, that there shall be from time to time
for ever, of the Members of the said Company, a Governor, Deputy Governor,
and thirteen Directors of and in the said Corporation, which Governor,
Deputy Governor, and Directors, or any five or more of them, of whom the
Governor or Deputy Governor, unless as is herein after expected, to be
always one, shall be called a Court of Directors, for inspecting and
directing all chemical and compound preparations and experiments, and
for ordering, managing, and directing the affairs of the said Corporation,
and shall have such powers and privileges as are herein after mentioned;
and Henry Hunt is hereby enacted, constituted, ordained and appointed the
present and first Governor, and Anthony Thompson, the present and first
Deputy Governor, and John Hastings, Peter Kelly, George Kiernan, Richard
Magan, James McLaughlin, Daniel Moore, John Pentland, Poden Perrin,
Robert Powell, Stephen Reynolds, Charles Ryan, John Usher and Richard
Usher, are hereby enacted, ordained, constituted and appointed the
present and first Directors of the said Corporation; and the said
Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors shall continue in their present
respective offices until the First Day of September, 1792, and until
others shall be chosen in their respective offices and sworn into the
same, unless they or any of them shall sooner die or be removed as herein
after mentioned.
6. Corporation may assemble as herein - And be it further enacted,
that it shall and may be lawful to and for all and every of the Members
of the said Corporation or Body Politic, from time to time to meet
together at any convenient place or places, until such time as an Hall
shall be erected in pursuance of this Act, and after the erection of such
Hall, at the said Hall for the choice of the Governor, Deputy Governor,
and Directors, and for the making Bye-laws, Ordinances, Rules, Orders,
or Directions for the Government of the said Corporation, and for any
other affairs or business concerning the same, previous notice thereof
being first given by summons in writing, to be served at the place of
residence of each Member eight days at least before the time appointed
for such Meeting; and that all the Members of the said Corporation, or
so many of them as shall be so assembled, shall be, and be called a
General Council of the said Corporation, which shall meet and assemble
at such times and in such manner as hereinafter mentioned; and that all
succeeding Governors and Directors of the said Corporation shall, from
and after the First Day of September, 1792, be chosen on every First
Day of August, except the same shall happen to fall on Sunday, and then
in such case on the Monday next following such Sunday, for ever, out of
the Members of the said Corporation, by the majority of the votes of all
and every the Members of the said Corporation who shall be personally
present at such Elections, which succeeding Deputy Governor and Directors
shall be severally and respectively elected for one year, and until
others shall be duly chosen and sworn into their places respectively.
7. In cases of Death, &c - Provided always nevertheless, that in
case of Death, avoidance, or removal of the Governor, Deputy Governor,
or any of the Directors of the said Corporation for the time being, the
survivors of them, or the majority of them remaining in their offices,
shall and may at any time assemble together the Members of the said
Corporation, in order to elect other persons in the room of those dead,
removed, or avoided.
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8. Oath or Affirmation - Provided always nevertheless, and it is
hereby enacted, that the said Henry Hunt, hereby nominated to be the
first Governor, and every person hereafter to be chosen to the offices
or trust of Governor or Deputy Governor of said Corporation, shall not
be capable of acting or executing the said Office or Trust until he or
they shall have taken the following Oath or Affirmations
’I, A.B., being nominated or elected to be Governor or Deputy
Governor (as the case shall be) of the Company of the Apothecaries'
Hall of Dublin, do promise and swear or affirm (as the case shall be)
that I will to the utmost of my power, by all lawful ways and means,
endeavour to support and maintain the Body Politic of the Governor and
Company of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, and the Liberties and
Privileges thereof, and that I will in all things faithfully and
honestly execute the trust reposed in me as Governor or Deputy Governor,
according to the best of ray skill and knowledge. So help me God.'
Wiich Oath of the first and present Governor and Deputy Governor
above named, shall and may be administered by the Chancellor of the
Kingdom of Ireland, or the Keeper or Commissioners of the Great Seal of
Ireland, or by the Chancellor or Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer
in Ireland, or any of them for the time being, and to and from any future
Governor, shall and may be administered and received by the Chancellor
of the Kingdom of Ireland, or by the Keeper or Commissioners of the
Great Seal of Ireland, or by the Chancellor or Chief Baron of the Court
of Exchequer in Ireland for the time being, or by the Governor of the
said Corporation, or in his absence by the Deputy Governor for last
preceding year; and the said Chancellor of the Kingdom of Ireland, and
the Keeper or Commissioners of the Great Seal of Ireland, the Chancellor
or Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer in Ireland, or any of them for
the time being, and such preceding Governor or Deputy Governor is hereby
authorized, empowered, and required to administer and receive the said
Oaths, to and from every and any such person appointed or elected to be
Governor or Deputy Governor of the said Corporation.
9. Directors' Oath - Provided always, and it is hereby enacted,
that none of the said John Hastings, Peter Kelly, George Kiernan, Richard
Magan, James McLaughlin, Daniel Moore, John Pentland, Poden Perrin,
Robert Powell, Stephen Reynolds, Charles Ryan, John Usher, and Richard
Usher, hereby nominated, constituted, and appointed the first Directors
of the said Corporation, or any person or persons hereafter to be chosen
to the Office or Trust of a Director of said Corporation, shall be
capable to execute or act in the said office of a Director at any time
or times hereafter until he or they shall respectively have taken the
following Oath or Affirmation, as the case may require, to wit:
'I, A.B., do swear or affirm, that in the Office of Director of the
Corporation or Company of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, I will give
my best advice and assistance for the support and good government of the
said Corporation, and that I will diligently, faithfully, and honestly
execute the trust reposed in me as a Director, according to the best of
my skill and knov;ledge.'
Which Oath or Affirmation to the Directors herein before nominated,
and every of them respectively, shall and may be administered (as in
last Section).

322
10. Member's Oath - Provided also and it is hereby enacted, that
all and every the other Members of the said Corporation shall, before
he or they severally shall be capable to give any Vote in any general
Court of the said Corporation, make and receive the Oath or Affirmation
(as the case may require) following, that is to eay,
'I, A.B., do swear or affirm that I will be faithful to the Governor
and Company of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, whereof I am a Member,
and in all general Courts when and so often as I shall be present will,
according to the best of ray understanding, give my advice, counsel, and
assistance, for the support and good government of the said Corporation,
and that I will not take an Apprentice for a shorter terra than that of
Seven Years, and I will not knowingly or willingly buy or retail
contraband Goods,
'So help me God, Amen.'
Which Oath or Affirmation is to be administered by, and made before
the several persons respectively authorized and empowered to administer
the several Oaths or Affirmations herein before respectively appointed
as aforesaid.
11. Oath for Agents or Servants - And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that the said Court of Directors shall have power
and authority, and they are hereby empowered, authorized and required
to administer an Oath or Affirmation to all inferior Agents or Servants
that shall be employed by the said Corporation, for the faithful and
due execution of their several places and trusts in them reposed, in
the words or to the effect following that is to say:
'I, A.B., being elected to the Office or Place of
to the Governor and Company of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, do
swear or affirm (as the case may be) that I will be true and faithful
to the said Governor and Company, and will faithfully and truly execute
and discharge the said Office or Place of
to the
utmost of ray skill and power. So help me God.*
And in case any person hereby nominated or hereafter to be
elected Governor, Deputy Governor, or Director as aforesaid, shall for
the space of ten days after the passing of this Act, or after such
election, neglect or refuse to take or make the respective Oaths hereby
appointed to be taken and received as aforesaid, or shall refuse to take
upon him his or their offices, that then and in such case, the Office
and Place of every such person so neglecting or refusing shall become
vacant, and others be chosen in their places by a general Court of the
said Subscribers.
12. General Courts - And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid that the Governor shall from time to time, and he is hereby
required duly to summon and appoint four general Courts at least in
every year whereof one to be held on the first of August, one on the
first of November, one on the first of February, and one on the first
of May, in every Year; and if at any time or times there shall be a
failure of holding a general Court in any of the said months, that then
and so often, and in every such case, it shall and may be lawful for any
five or more of the Directors of the said Corporation, who are hereby
empowered and required, to summon and call a general Court, which shall
meet and be holden in the Month next coming after the Month in which the
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same should have been holden, upon the summons of the Governor as
aforesaid.
13* And it is hereby further enacted, that the said Governor for
the time being, or in case of his absence the Deputy Governor, shall
from time to time, upon demand to him for that purpose made in writing,
and signed by any five or more Members of said Corporation, within ten
days after such demand, summon and call a general Court of the Members
of said Corporation; and in default of the Governor or Deputy Governor
to call such Court, that then it shall and may be lawful to and for the
said five or more Members, giving ten days' previous notice thereof by
summons in writing, to be left at the place of residence of each Member,
to summon and hold general Court, and there despatch any business
relating to the government or affairs of the said Corporation, and to
hear and debate any complaint that shall be made against any Governor,
Deputy Governor, or Directors, shall not clear himself or themselves
of such complaint, to the satisfaction of the major part of the Members
of the said Corporation in the said general Court assembled, that then
within ten days another general Court shall be called, finally to
determine same by the majority of their votes as aforesaid, who may
remove or displace all or any of the Governor, Deputy Governor, or
Directors, for such misdemeanours or abuse of their offices, and elect
and chose others in his or their room, in the same manner as the said
elections are herein before directed to be made; and in every case
where any Governor, Deputy Governor, or Director, shall happen to die
or be removed, or his Office shall otherwise become void before the
expiration of the time for which he shall have been elected, it shall
and may be lawful for the major part of the Members of the said
Corporation assembled in a general Court, to elect and chose any other
Member of the said Corporation into the Office of such Governor,
Deputy Governor, or Director that shall so die or be removed, or whose
Office shall become void, which person so to be chosen shall continue
in the said Office until the next usual time hereby appointed for
election, and until others shall be duly chosen and sworn.
14. Governors and Directors may meet at any convenient place until
a Hall is erected, and afterwards at such Hall for the direction or
management of the affairs and business of the said Corporation, and then
end there to hold Courts of Directors for the purpose aforesaid, and to
summon general Courts to meet as often as they shall see cause; and
that the said Governor, Deputy Governor and Directors, or the major
part of them so assembled, whereof the Governor or Deputy Governor is
to be always one, except as herein after mentioned, shall and may act
according to such By-Laws, Constitutions, Orders, Rules or Directions,
as shall from time to time be made and given unto them by the general
Court of the said Corporation; and in all cases where such By-Laws,
Constitutions, Orders, Rules, or Directions, by or from the general
Court shall be wanting, the said Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors,
or the major part of them so assembled, whereof the Governor or Deputy
Governor shall be always one, except as herein after mentioned, shall
and may direct and manage all the affairs and business of the said
Company, and chose Agents and Servants, which shall from time to time
be necessary to be employed in the affairs and business of the said
Company, and allow and pay reasonable salaries and allowances to the
said Agents and Servants respectively, and them or any of them from
time to time to remove or displace as they shall see cause, and generally
to act and do in all matters and things whatsoever, which they shall judge
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necessary for the well ordering and managing of the said Company and
the affairs thereof, and to do, enjoy, perform, and execute all the
powers, authorities, privileges, acts and things in relation to the said
Company, as fully to all intents and purposes as if the same were done
by the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Company of the Apothecaries* Hall,
or by a general Court of the same.
15- Transaction of Business - Provided nevertheless, and it is
hereby further enacted, that when any general Court or Courts of
Directors of the said Company shall be assembled, according to due
summons or appointment in case the said Governor and Deputy Governor
shall be absent from such Meeting one hour after the time appointed
in such summons or appointment for the proceeding to business, or sooner
if the said Governor and Deputy Governor shall signify by writing that
they are incapacitated from attending such Meeting by sickness or
otherwise, that then and in every such case it shall and may be lawful
for every such general Court or Courts of Directors respectively, to
choose a Chairman for that time only, and to proceed to business, and
to transact the affairs of the said Company, and that the transactions
of the said general Court of Directors shall be as valid and effectual
to all intents and purposes as if the said Governor or Deputy Governor
had been present,, so that in every such Court of Directors there be
five Directors present, anything herein before contained to the contrary
in anywise notwithstanding; and every such Chairman so to be chosen
shall have the like privileges and authority in all respects, as the
Governor or Deputy Governor might have or exercise if he were present.
16. Members to make By-Laws - It shall and may be lawful for all
Members, having first taken the oaths, or being first duly affirmed as
herein before directed, at their general Court as aforesaid, the said
Court to consist of at least fifteen Members, to make and constitute
such By-Laws and Ordinances for and relating to the affairs and
government of the said Company, and imposing Mulcts and Amerciaments
upon the offenders against the same, as to them shall seem meet, so
that such By-Laws be not repugnant to the laws of the Kingdom of
Ireland, and so as that no By-Law, Statute, or Ordinance for or concerning
the Composition of Medicines shall be made without the approbation of
the College of Physicians, by writing under the College Seal first had
and obtained, all which Mulcts and Amerciaments shall and may be received
and recovered to the only use and behoof of the said Governor, Deputy
Governor, and Company of the Apothecaries’ Hall of Dublin, and their
successors for ever without any account or other matter or thing to be
thereof rendered to His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and also to
allow such salaries to the Governor, Deputy Governor, or Directors, as
to them shall seem meet; provided also nevertheless, that no Governor,
Deputy Govemor, or Chairman in the absence of any Governor or Deputy,
shall have any Vote in a general Court or Courts of Directors, save
where there shall happen to be an equal number of votes.
17. Notice of intention to withdraw Shares - And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when and so often as any Member
of said Corporation shall wish to withdraw from the same, and transfer
his Share of the Stock or Fund of said Corporation, that he shall give
notice thereof at a general Meeting of said Corporation, in writing
under his Hand and Seal; and thereupon it shall be lawful for any
judicious practising Apothecary resident within the City of Dublin, or
the Suburbs or Liberties thereof, to purchase the Share of such Member,
and all such transfers and assignments of the Share or Shares of such
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Capital Stock shall he by an entry in a Book kept for that purpose,
signed by the party so assigning or transferring in the words and to
the effect following, that is to say:
'Memorandum, that I, A.B., this
day of
in the year of our Lord
do assign and transfer my Interest
or Share in the Capital Stock or Fund of the Governor and Company of the
Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, and all benefits arising thereby, unto
his Executors, Administrators, and Assigns.
'Witness my Hand.'
Or in case the person assigning be not personally present, then by
an entry in the said Book, signed by some person thereunto lawfully
authorized by Letter of Attorney, or writing under Hand and Seal,
attested by two or more creditable Witnesses, in the words following,
to wit:
•Memorandum, that I, A.B., this
day of
in the year of our Lord
by virtue of a Letter of Attorney,
or Authority under Hand and Seal of
dated the
day of
in the year of our Lord
do in the name and on the behalf of the said
assign and transfer the Interest or Share of the said
in the Capital Stock or Fund of the Governor and Company of the
Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, and all benefit arising thereby unto
his Executors, Administrators and Assigns.
'Witness my Hand.'
Under which transfer the person to whom such assignment or transfer
shall be made shall sign his name, attesting that he does voluntarily
accept the same and the entry signed as aforesaid shall be the only
manner and method used in passing, assigning, or transferring the
Interest or Share in said Capital Stock or Fund; and v/hen any Member
of said Corporation shall die, notice thereof being given at a
General Meeting of said Corporation, it shall and may be lawful for
any judicious practising Apothecary resident within the City of Dublin,
or the Suburbs or Liberties thereof, who shall be so minded to purchase
the Share of such deceased Member, upon paying the personal Representative
of such deceased Member the full value of the Share of such deceased
Member, and entry thereof shall be made in the Book or Books to be kept
for that purpose, which shall contain the abstract of the Probate of the
Will, or letters of administration under which said Representative acts,
and also a receipt fox* the Purchase Money, to be signed by such personal
Representative, or by some person for that purpose thereunto lawfully
authorized;
and all such transfers shall be good and available in Law,
and convey the whole Estate and Interest of the person so transferring
or ordering the same to be transferred.
18. No Apprentice to be taken to any Apothecary - And in as much as
many dangerous and fatal consequences have heretofore arisen from the
practice of taking as Apprentices to the art and mystery of an Apothecary,
Boys or Persons disqualified by the want of proper Education, to prepare
or vend Medicine, not being capable of learning their nature, difference,
effects, and qualities, to the inminent hazard of the lives of His
Majesty's faithful and loyal Subjects, be it enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that from and after the 24th of June, 1791» no Person or
Persons shall be received, taken, indented, or employed as an Apprentice,
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Foreman, or Shopman to any Apothecary throughout the Kingdom of Ireland,
until he or they shall be examined by the Governor or Deputy Governor
and Directors of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, any five to make a
Quorum, who are hereby authorized and required to examine into the
education and qualifications of such Person or Persons who shall apply
to them for that purpose, and the majority of such Examiners are hereby
authorized and empowered after such examination to certify that such
Person or Persons so applying to them, as shall appear to such Examiners
properly qualified to become an Apprentice or Apprentices, Journeyman or
Journeymen, to learn or transact the Business of an Apothecary, in the
manner or to the effect following, that is to say:
'To all to whom these Presents shall come greeting know ye, that we
the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of the Apothecaries' Hall
of Dublin, have this day duly and carefully examined A.B., the son of
C.D., of, or late of
(as the case
may be) in the County of
and we think him properly
educated or qualified to become an Apprentice or Journeyman (as the case
may be) to learn or transact the Business of an Apothecary, and we do
hereby certify the same given under our Seal, the
day of
in the year of our Lord
.'
19. Persons refused a Certificate may be again examined - Provided
nevertheless, that if such Examiners, or the major part of them, shall
see cause to refuse such Certificate to any such person applying to
become an Apprentice or Shopman, yet it shall and may be lawful to and
for such Person or Persons who shall be so refused, to apply at any future
time, so as the same be not within six months of such first examination,
to be again examined; and if on such second examination he shall appear
to the Examiners, or the major part of them, to be then properly
qualified, it shall and may be lawful for said Examiners, or the major
part of them, to grant such Person so applying such Certificate as
herein before mentioned.
20. After second Examination Person aggrieved may appeal - And it
is further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall and may be
lawful for every person who shall consider himself aggrieved by the
judgment or determination of the said Examiners, or the major part of
them, within ten days after such second determination, to appeal to the
general Council of the said Company, or Subscribers at large, and the
Governor, or in his absence the Deputy Governor, is hereby empowered and
required thereupon to summon a general Council, which shall proceed to
examine the Person so applying, and shall as they or the major part of
them shall see cause, affirm or reverse the judgment of such Examiners,
not less than fifteen Members of said Company being present; and if
the Members of the said Company, or the major part of them, on such
re-examination shall be of opinion to reverse the determination of the
Examiners, then that it shall and may be lawful for the Members of said
Company, or the major part of them present at such- re-examination, to
grant to the Person applying such Certificate as before mentioned, and
the same so granted shall be as good, valid, and effectual in Law, to
all intents and purposes, as if the same had been granted by the
Examiners in the first instance.
21. Oath to be taken by Examiner - Provided also, that before any
person shall act on any such Examination or Appeal, such person shall
take the following Oath or Affirmation (as the case may be):
'I, A.B., do sincerely promise and swear (or affirm) that I will
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faithfully, impartially, and honestly, according to the best of my skill
and knowledge, execute the trust reposed in me as an Examiner on the
Examination of C.D., and that without favour or affection, prejudice or
malice.
•So help me God.'
Tihich Oath or Affirmation any five or more of the Examiners on their
first Examination, or on any Appeal, are hereby authorized and required
to administer to each other.
22. No Person to act as an Apothecary until he shall be examined And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after
the 24th of June, 1791> no Person shall open Shop, or act in the Art or
Mystery of an Apothecary within the Kingdom of Ireland, until such person
shall have been examined as to his qualification and knowledge of the
Business by such persons and in such manner as herein before mentioned
and required for the examination of persons applying to become Apprentices
or Shopkeepers; which Examiners shall take the Oath before mentioned in
manner as herein before required, and shall grant or refuse to the person
so applying for a Certificate to open a Shop, or follow the Art and
Mystery of an Apothecary within the Kingdom of Ireland, with the like
remedy of Appeal as herein before mentioned.
23. Appeal to the College of Physicians - If after such Examination
by the general Council or Subscribers at large, such Person so intending
to open Shop shall think himself aggrieved, that it shall and may be
lawful for such Person, within eight days after such determination, to
appeal to the King and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland, who shall
proceed to re-examine the Person so applying, and shall as they or the
major part of them shall see cause, affirm or reverse the judgment of the
Examiners, not less than five Fellows of said College being present; and
if the Members of said College or the major part of them on such
re-examination shall be of opinion to reverse the determination of the
Examiners, then that it shall and may be lawful for the Members of the
said College, or the major part of them present on such examination, to
grant to the person so appealing such Certificate as herein before
mentioned, and the same so granted shall be as good, valid, and effectual
in Law to all intents and purposes, as if the same had been granted by
the Examiners in the first instance; provided always, that before any
Fellow of said College shall examine on such Appeal, he shall take the
Examiner's Oath herein before mentioned.

24. Fees - Provided also, that it shall and may be lawful for all
Apothecaries to be present at every such examination, and that every
such person for every such Certificate to open Shop, shall pay a sum of
ten shillings and no more; and for every person for a Certificate to
become an Apprentice or Journeyman to an Apothecary, the sum of five
shillings and no more; which sums shall be and enure to the sole use
and benefit of the said Company of the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin.
25. No Apothecary to take an Apprentice for less than 7 years And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the
24th June, 1791, no Apothecary within the Kingdom of Ireland shall have,
take, receive, indent, or hire any Apprentice to learn the art and
mystery of an Apothecary for a lesser time or term than seven years
from the day of the date of such Indenture, Article, Minute, Memorandum,
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or Agreement, and every such Indenture, Article, Minute, Memorandum,
or Agreement shall bear date really and truly, the day of such
Indenture, Article, Minute, Memorandum, or Agreement, shall be figured,
executed, or entered into.

26. No Apprentice without Certificate - And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that if any Apothecary within the Kingdom of
Ireland shall after the 24th June in the year aforesaid, have, take,
indent, receive, or hire any person or persons as an Apprentice or as
a Shopman, Journeyman, Foreman, Overseer of his Shop, or Manager of
his business as an Apothecary, or shall open Shop or Wareroom for the
retail of Medicine, or practise the art and mystery of an Apothecary
within the Kingdom of Ireland, without such person or persons having
obtained the proper Certificate for that purpose herein before directed;
or shall take any Apprentice for less time than seven years, whose
Indentures shall be enrolled in a book to be kept for that purpose by
this Corporation, for the sum of one shilling shall be paid, such
person so offending shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of
Twenty Pounds.
27. Not to extend to Apprentices before the passing of this Act.
28. Arsenic is not to be kept with medicines - No Apothecary
within the Kingdom of Ireland, shall grind, compound, sell, or keep
any Arsenic, Oils, or Colours for Painters' use, in the Shop or Rooms
wherein he compounds Medicines, under a penalty of Five Pounds.
29. A public Act - And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that this Act shall in all Courts and Places be deemed and taken to be
a public Act, and shall be judicially taken notice of by all Judges,
Justices, and Courts whatsoever without specially pleading the same.
30. Less than 11b of Arsenic to be entered - Every Apothecary,
Druggist, or other such person selling any quantity less than one pound
weight of Arsenic, shall at the time of such sale, and before delivering,
enter in a Book to be kept for that purpose, the quantity sold, and the
time when it was so sold, to which entry the person buying shall sign
his or her name, addition, and place of abode; or in case such person
so purchasing cannot write the name, addition, and place of abode of
such person being first written, such person shall set his or her name
thereto, and the same shall be attested by such Apothecary or Druggist,
or some other person present; and in case such Apothecary or Druggist
shall not know the person buying to be of such name or place of abode,
then such Apothecary or Druggist shall not deliver such Arsenic until
it shall be certified to him by some person known to such Apothecary or
Druggist, that the person buying is the same as he or she describes
himself or herself to be;
and in case any Apothecary or Druggist
selling Arsenic shall fail herein, he or she shall forfeit the sura of
Twenty Pounds, to be recovered as herein after mentioned.
31. If mischief shall arise by Arsenic so sold, and the Apothecary
to die, such Book to be received as evidence.
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D.II

Provincial Apothecaries, who supported Donovan's Plan for the
Reform of Pharmacy in Ireland, and signed a petition to this effects
Beard, J. - Carlow

O'Brien, J. MD - Nass

Belton, P. - Tullamore

O'Rourke, P. - Snniscorthy

Benson, John - Carlow

Payne, J. - Carlow

Byrne, Nicholas - Carlow

Phayne, J. - Graig

Carter, Samuel M.D. - Carlow

Pound, J. - New Ross

Cheevers, Thomas

Qbirke, J.-Tullamore

-

Kenmitty

Coghlan, John - Y/exford

Richard, J. - Wexford

Cooke, P.M. - Snniscorthy

Smith, H. - Snniscorthy

Cooper, W.H. - Snniscorthy

Swyng, R - Brieff

Croghan, David J. - Y/exford

Taylor, J. - Ferrus

Cullen, Paul J. - Carlow

Tyndall, J - Gerey

Cuniffe, H. - Gort

Wales, J. - Belfast

Dawson, W. ID) MRCSI

Whitney, H. - New Ross

Dolan, Daniel - Loughrea

Welston, J. - Newtownbury

Donaldson, E MD

Y/ynn, E - Jamestown

Donner, W.H. - Roscrea
Duffy, E.M. ID) - Longford
Dgas, Richard - Roscrea
Finlay, J - Belterbet
Furlong, J. - Wexford
Gooduson, Samuel - Snniscorthy
Grattan, J. - Belfast
Hadden, J.E. - Y/exford
Irwin, James - Carlow
Irving, - MD - Carlow
Johnston, J - Baltinglass
Kavanagh, P.W. - Carlow
Lee, Peter - Gorey
Loughheed, John - Sligo
Loughhead, J. MD - Ballymote
Malcolmson, F.R. - Carlow
Malcolmson, H. - Carlow
Montgomery, Henry - Carlow
Moore, Robt - Comber
Morris, M.N. - Carlow
Nunn, R.M. - Wexford
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H.III

SCIENTIST AND LECTURERS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LABORATORY
and'the school of medicine of tnb apothecaries1 hall,
'purine THE PERIOD 1800-1850 INCLUDED;George Kieman, Appointed Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy, 1818.
Patrick Clinton was appointed Professor of Botany in 1827.
Benjamin Alcock, 1837
Joseph Henry Corbett, 1349

)
)
)

Andrew Ellis, 1837
J.C. Ferguson,

1837

H. 0. Curran, 1846

Anatomy and Physiology

Surgery
)

Samuel Gordon,

1847

J
)
)

Thomas Aicken,

1350

)

Medicine

Percival Hunt, 1837

)

Charles H. Leet, I848
Richard Austin, 1853

)
1

Sir Robt J. Kane, 1837

)

John Aldridge, I846

)

Materia Medica

Chemistry

17. O'B. Adams, 1337
D. Speedy, 1842

Midwifery

Sir E Burrowes Sinclair, 1853
Charles H Leet, 1837
T A Bircell Barrister, 1845
Valentine Duke, 1848

Medical Jurisprudence
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D.IV

GOVERNORS OF THE APOTHECARIES1 HALL OF DUBLIN

1791 TO 1875

1791
1791
1793
1794
1795

Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

Hunt
Hunt
Hunt
Hunt
Hunt

-ms (Henry Hunt
'Iy

1797
1799
1799
1800
1801
1302
1803
1804
1305
1806
1807
1808
1809

1810
1811
1812
1813
1814
1315
1816
1817
1813
1819
1820
1821
1822
1823
1824
1825
1826
1327
1828
1829
1830
1831
1332
1333
1834
1835
1836
1837
1833
1839
1340
1341
1842

(John Pentland
James Hunt
Daniel G. Moore
Robert Powell
Michael Dalton
Nathaniel Craven
William Armstrong
Joshua Holmes
Nathaniel Craven
James Hunt
Daniel C. Moore
William Armstrong
Roger Dockrey
William Hare
John Ussher
John Win. Moore
Irwin McAlpin
William Callaghan
Joshua Holmes
Nathaniel Craven
Daniel G. Moore
George Kierhan
Irwin McAlpin
William Callaghan
Joshua Holmes
John Lloyd
John Lloyd
Justin Kearney
John Carroll
John Nicholls
William Madden
William Dillon
Robert King
Michael Donovan
George Halahan
John Kennedy
Samuel Wallace
John McMunn
Thomas Nugent
Richard Barker
Robert Nulock
John Betty
George Atkinson
Char1es Williams
Charles Leet
Wm Madden, Junr.
W. Daniel Moore

1843 Charles Holmes
1844 Jerh. 0*Flaherty
1845 Thomas Collins
1846 Ralph McDermott
1847 Win Madden, Senr.
1848 John McMunn
1849 Richard Barker
1850 Robert Mulock
1851 John Shea
1852 Henry P Nolan
1853 Edward E Boland
1854 Sir Geo. B Owens
1855 Win. Madden, Senr.
1856 John McMunn
1857 Charles H. Leet
1858 Win Madden, Senr.
1859 Win Madden, Junr.
1860 Christopher Shaw
1861 Charles Holmes
1862 J. O'Flaherty
1863 Thomas Collings
1864 Robert Mulock
1865 George B. Owens
1866 Win. Madden, Senr.
1867 George 7/yse
1868 Henry P. Nolan
1869 John Shea
1870 Arthur Harvey
1871 Robt. Montgomery
1872 Thomas Collins
1373 Edward J. O'Neill
1874 John Ryan
1875 John Ryan
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From

E.I

"An Act to amend several Acts for erecting or establishing
Public Infirmaries or Hospitals in Ireland so far as relates
to the Surgeons and Apothecaries of such Infirmaries or
Hospitals."

_/27th May, 1814i7

54 Geo.3-

C.62.

6. AND ... in case the governors of any infirmary or hospital
shall deem it most economical or otherwise advisable to procure the
medicines for the use of such infirmary from Apothecaries1 Hall in
Dublin or from any wholesale dealer in medicines, it shall be lawful
for such governors (out of the funds presented by the grand jury of
the county, county of a city, or county of a town, in which such
infirmary or hospital shall be situated, for the support of any such
infirmary or hospital, by virtue of the powers vested in them by any
Act or Acts in force for that purpose) to appropriate and pay to any
apothecary who shall have duly served an apprenticeship to the art
and mystery of an apothecary a sum by the year not exceeding thirty
pounds as a salary for the compounding, making up, preparing, and
administering medicines to and for the use of patients of such
infirmary or hospital;

provided that it shall appear to the

satisfaction of such governors that such apothecary hath diligently
and faithfully executed the duties of his office as aforesaid.
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F.I

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE SALE OF ARSENIC.
14 ANDT5~ V cYlT'

/5TH JUNE, 1851.7

1. Every person who shall sell any arsenic, shall forthwith, and
before the delivery of such arsenic to the purchaser, enter or cause
to be entered in a fair and regular manner, in a book of books to be
kept by such person for that purpose, in the form set forth in the
schedule to this Act, or to the like effect, a statement of such sale,
with tine quantity of arsenic so sold, and the purpose for which such
arsenic is required or stated to be required, and the day of the month
and year of the sale, and the name, place of abode, and condition or
occupation of the purchaser, into all which ciroomstances the person
selling such arsenic is hereby required and authorized to inquire of
the purchaser before the delivery to such purchaser of the arsenic
sold;
and such entries shall in every case be signed by the person
making the same, and shall also be signed by the purchaser, unless
such purchaser profess to be unable to write (in which case the person
making the entries hereby required shall add to the particulars to be
entered in relation to such sale the words "cannot write"), and,
where a witness is hereby required to the sale, shall also be signed
by such witness, together with his place of abode.
2. No person shall sell arsenic to any person who is unknown to
the person selling such arsenic, unless the sale be made in the
presence of a witness who is known to the person selling the arsenic,
and to whom the purchaser is known, and who signs his name, together
with his place of abode, to such entries before the delivery of the
arsenic to the purchaser;
and no person shall sell arsenic to any
person other than a person of full age.
3. No person shall sell any arsenic unless the sane be before
the sale thereof mixed with soot or indigo in the proportion of one
ounce of soot or half an ounce of indigo at the least to one pound
of trie arsenic, and so in proportion for any greater or less quantity:
Provided always that where such arsenic is stated by the purchaser to
be required, not for use in agriculture, but for some other purpose
for which such admixture would, according to the representation of the
purchaser, render it unfit, such arsenic may be sold without such
admixture in a quantity of not less than ten pounds at any one time.

4. If any person shall sell any arsenic, save as authorized by
this Act, or on any sale of arsenic shall deliver the same without
having made and signed the entries hereby required on such sale, or
without having obtained such signature or signatures to such entries
as required by this Act, or if any person purchasing any arsenic shall
give false information to the person selling the same in relation to
the particulars which such last-mentioned person is hereby authorized
to inquire into of such par chaser, or if any person shall sign his
name as aforesaid as a witness to a sale of arsenic to a person unknown
to the person so signing as witness, every person so offending shall
for every such offence, upon a summary conviction for the same before
two justices of the peace in England or Ireland, or before two justices
of the peace or the sheriff in Scotland be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty pounds.
5. Provided, that this Act shall not extend to the sale of
arsenic, when the same forms part of the ingredients of any medicine
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required to be made up or compounded according to the prescription of
a legally qualified medical practitioner or a member of the medical
profession, or to the sale of arsenic by wholesale to retail dealers,
upon orders in writing in the ordinary course of wholesale dealing.
6. In the construction of this Act the word "arsenic" shall
include arsenious acid and the arsenites, arsenic acid and the
arseniates, and all other colourless poisonous preparations of arsenic.
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F.II

POISONS . (IRfiLAITD) ACT 1870.

(33 AND 34 7 o.26)

1. The several articles mentioned in the Schedule A to this Act
annexed shall he deemed to he poisons within the meaning of this Act,
and the King and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland may from
time to time, by resolution, declare that any article other than those
mentioned in the said schedule and in such resolution named ought to
be deemed a poison within the meaning of this Act; and thereupon the
said College shall submit the said resolution for the approval of Her
Majesty's Privy Council in Ireland, and if such approval shall be
given, then such resolution and approval shall be advertised in the
"Dublin Gazette"; and on the expiration of one month from such
advertisement the article named in such resolution shall be deemed to
be a poison within the meaning of this Act.
2. It shall be unlawful to sell any poison, either by wholesale
or by retail, unless the box, bottle, vessel, wrapper, or cover in
which such poison is contained be distinctly labelled with the name
of the article, and the word "poison", and with the name and address
of the seller of the poison; and it shall be unlawful to sell any of
the poisons which are named in the first part of Schedule A to this
Act annexed, or which may hereafter be added thereto under section one
of this Act, to any pex'son unknown to the seller, unless such person
is introduced by some person known to the seller; and on every sale
of any such article the seller shall, before delivery, make or cause
to be made an entry in a book to be kept for that purpose, stating in
the form set forth in the Schedule B to this Act annexed, the date
of the sale, the name and address of the purchaser, the name and
quantity of the article sold, and the purpose for which it is stated
by the purchaser to be required, to which entry the signature of the
purchaser and of the person (if any) who introduced him shall be
affixed;
and any person selling poison otherwise than is herein
provided shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds for
the first offence, and to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds for the
second or any subsequent offence; and for the purposes of this section
the person on ,/hose behalf any sale is made by any apprentice or
servant shall be deemed to be the seller; but the provisions of this
section which are solely applicable to poisons in the first part of
the Schedule A to this Act annexed, or which require that the label
shall contain the name and address of the seller, shall not apply to
articles to be exported from Ireland by wholesale dealers, nor to sales
by wholesale to retail dealers in the ordinary course of wholesale
dealing, nor shall any of the provisions of this section apply to any
medicine supplied by a duly qualified apothecary, nor apply to any
article when forming part of the ingredients of any medicine dispensed
by a duly qualified apothecary, provided such medicine be labelled in
the manner aforesaid with the name and address of the seller, and the
ingredients thereof be entered with the name of the person to whom it
is sold or delivered in a book to be kept by the seller for that
purpose;
and nothing in this Act contained shall repeal or affect any
of the provisions of the Arsenic Act, 1851*
4. Every penalty recoverable under the provisions of this Act shall
be recoverable in a summary way, subject and according to the provisions
of the Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Acts, and shall be applied according
to the provisions of the Fines Act (Ireland), 1851, or any Act amending
the same.
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SCHEDULE A
FART I
Arsenic, and its preparations.
Prussic acid.
Cyanides of potassium and all metallic cyanides.
Strychnine, and all poisonous vegetable alkaloids and their salts.
Aconite, and its preparations.
Emetic tartar.
Corrosive sublimate.
Cantharides.
Savin, and its oil.
Ergot of rye, and its preparations.

PART II
Oxalic acid.
Chloroform.
Belladonna, and its preparations.
Essential oil of almonds, unless deprived of its prussic acid.
Opium, and all preparations of opium or of poppies.
Preparations of corrosive sublimate.
Preparations of morphine.
Red oxide of mercury (commonly known as red precipitate of mercury^.
Ammoniated mercury (commonly known as white precipitate of mercury).
Every compound containing any of the poisons mentioned in this schedule,
when prepared or sold for the destruction of vermin.
The tincture and all vesicating liquid preparations of cantharides.
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APPENDIX

G.I

APOTHECARIES' LICENCES BILL, PROPOSED BY THE COLLEGE OF

PHYSICIANS AND INTRODUCED IN THE HOPSE OF COMMONS.
JTJITE 17TH, 1874
The following Bill to ginend the law "for the lioenaing and practice
of Apothecaries, Chemists, and Druggists, has Dean prepared and brought
into the House of Commons by Messrs Errington, Blennerhassett, and Butt.
It was read a first time on Wednesday, June 17th. It was set down for
second reading on Tuesday, the 23rd, but was postponed to Thursday, the
25th inst.
"Whereas a
establishments
prescriptions,
public in many

great deficiency exists throughout Ireland of
and shops for the sale of medicines and compounding of
and great inconvenience is thereby entailed on the
parts of the country, which it is expedient to remedy:

"Be it therefore enacted by the Qjieen's most Excellent Majesty, by
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:
"1. From and after the passing of this Act every person duly
qualified to practise as apothecary under the Apothecaries Act (England),
fifty-fifth year of George the Third, chapter one hundred and ninetyfour, or as chemist and druggist or pharmaceutical chemist under the
Pharmacy Acts, shall be deemed to be qualified in like manner to
practise as apothecary, or chemist and druggist, or pharmaceutical
chemist, and to keep open shop for the sale of medicines and compounding
prescriptions in Ireland; and shall not be subject for so doing to any
prosecution or penalty, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the
Apothecaries Act (Ireland), thirty-first year of George the Third,
chapter thirty-four.
"2. Every person duly licensed and qualified by the Apothecaries
Hall of Ireland under the authority of the Apothecaries Act (Ireland),
thirty-first year of George the Third, chapter thirty-four, to practise
as apothecary and keep open shop for the sale of medicines and
compounding prescriptions in Ireland, shall in like manner be deemed
to be qualified to practise as an apothecary and keep open shop for
sale of medicines and compounding prescriptions in Great Britain and
shall not be subject to any penalty for so doing, notwithstanding
anything to the contrary in the Apothecaries Act (England) fifty-fifth
year of George the Third, chapter one hundred and ninety-four, or the
Pharmacy Acts.
"3. It shall be lawful for the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain and they are hereby required to appoint fit
and proper persons in Ireland, to meet at Dublin for the purpose of
conducting such examinations as are provided for and contemplated by
the fifteenth and sixteenth Victoria, chapter fifty-six, in the same
manner as is prescribed by that Act for conducting such examinations
in Scotland."
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H.I

AN ACT TO INSTITUTE A PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY AND TO REGULATE
THE QUALIFICATIONS OF PHARMACEUTICAL CHMISTS AND OF CHMISTS
AND DRUGGISTS IN IRELAND fj1TH AUGUST 1875) 38, 39 Vc57
V/hereas by an Act passed by the Parliament of Ireland in the
thirty-first year of the reign of his Majesty George the Third,
intituled "An Act for the more effectually preserving the health of
his Majesty's subjects, for erecting an Apothecaries' Hall in the city
of Dublin, and regulating the profession of an apothecary throughout
the kingdom of Ireland" (in this Act referred to as "the Act of 1791‘O
it is enacted that no person shall open shop or practise the art and
mystery of an apothecary within the kingdom of Ireland until he shall
have been examined as to his qualification and knowledge of the
business by the persons and in the manner by the said Act prescribed,
and shall have received a certificate to open shop or follow the art
and mystery of an apothecary within the kingdom of Ireland from the
Governor and Directors of the Apothecaries' Hall, of the city of
IXiblins
And whereas, a great deficiency exists throughout Ireland, of
establishments and shops for the sale of medicines and compounding of
prescriptions, and great inconvenience thereby arises to the public in
many parts of the country:
And whereas to remedy such inconvenience it is expedient to
amend the Act of 1791» and to enable persons who, although they do not
desire to practise the art and mystery of an apothecary, desire and are
qualified to open shop for the retailing, dispensing, and compounding
of poisons and medical prescriptions, to keep open shop for the
purposes aforesaid:
And whereas, for the purposes aforesaid it is expedient that
provisions such as are in this Act contained should be made for the
formation of a Pharmaceutical Society in Ireland, and for the
examination of persons desiring to keep open shop for the purposes
aforesaid, and for the registration of such of the said persons as may
be found, on examination, to possess a competent practical knowledge
of pharmaceutical and general chemistry and other branches of useful
knowledge, as fit persons to keep Open shop for the dispensing and
compounding of prescriptions of duly qualified medical practitioners:
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:1. Short Title - This Act may be cited as "The Pharmacy Act
(Ireland), 1075."
2. Limit of Act - This Act shall apply to Ireland only.
3* Interpretation of Terms - In this Act, The term "Lord Lieutenant" shall mean the Lord Lieutenant or other
chief governor or governors of Ireland for the time being:
The term "Privy Council" shall mean Her Majesty's Privy Council
in Ireland.
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The term "licentiate of Apothecaries' Hall" shall mean a person
who has a certificate to open shop or to follow the art and mystery
of an apothecary under the provisions of the Act of 1791*
Constitution and Incorporation of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland

4. Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland constituted and incorporated A society to be called "the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland," shall
be constituted as hereinafter mentioned, and such society shall by such
name be a body corporate, and have perpetual succession and a common
seal, and sue and be sued, and have power and authority to take, purchase,
and hold lend for the purposes of this Act.
5* Members of Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland - The following
persons, that is to say, William Allen, of Henry Street, Dublin; Miles
Vernon Bourke, MD, of Limerick; Thomas Collins, M.R.C.S.E., of Harcourt
Street, Dublin; Sir Dominic Corrigan, Baronet, Physician in ordinary to
the Queen in Ireland; William Frazer, F.R.C.S.I., of Harcourt Street,
Dublin; John Goodwin, of Merrion Row, Dublin; William Goulding, of
Summer Hill House, Cork; William Harrington, Licentiate of Apothecaries'
Hall, of Cork; William Hayes, of Grafton Street, Dublin; John Frederick
Hodges, M.D., of Belfast; Edward M Hodgson, of Capel Street, Dublin;
John Thomas Holmes, of Upper Baggot Street, Dublin; Charles Henry Leet,
M.D., of Rathmines, near Dublin; Rawdon Kacnamara, F.R.C.S.I. of Stephen's
Green, Dublin; George B Owens, M.D., of Lower Baggot Street, Dublin;
Richard Ward Bring, of Belfast; James Einerson Reynolds, M.D., of Upper
Leeson Street, Dublin; John Ryan, M.D. of Francis Street, Dublin;
Aquilla Smith, M.D., of Lower Baggot Street, Dublin; Charles R C
Tichbome, of Waltham Terrace, Blackrock, near Dublin; Henry Whitaker,
M.R.C.S.E., of Belfast, and all other persons who shall be qualified
and elected in the manner prescribed by this Act, shall be members of
the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, and the said persons in this
section specifically named as such members as aforesaid shall constitute
and be the first council of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.
There shall be a president and vice-president of the said Society,
and the said Sir Dominic Corrigan, Baronet, shall be the first president,
and the said Aquilla Smith, M.D., the first vice-president of the said
council.
6. Persons who may be elected Members of Pharmaceutical Society
and of the Council - Every person who shall be registered under this Act
as a pharmaceutical chemist shall be qualified to be elected as a member
of the said Pharmaceutical Society; and every person so registered and
elected a member of the said Pharmaceutical Society shall be qualified
to be elected, and when elected to act as a member of the council of the
said Pharmaceutical Society.
7. Term of office of President and Vice President - The persons
by this Act named as president and vice-president of the said council,
and their successors in such offices respectively, shall hold the office
of president, and vice-president respectively during one year, but
shall be eligible for re-election, and in case of any vacancy in the
office of president or vice-president of the said council caused by such
president or vice-president ceasing to be a member of the said council,
or by the resignation or incapacity of any such president or vicepresident, such vacancy shall be filled by the election of some member
of the said council to fill such vacancy.
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8. Council to go out of office by rotation - The members of the
said council shall go out of office by rotation in the follovdng manner;
viz, on the first Monday of October in the year one thousand eight
hundred and seventy-six one third of the members of such council shall
go out of office, and on the first Monday of October in the following
year another third of the members of such council shall go out of office,
and on the first Monday of October in the following year the remainder
of the members of such council shall go out of office; and on the first
Monday of October in every subsequent year one third of the members of
such council (being those who have been longest in office) shall go out
of office; and in each instance the places of the retiring members of
such council shall be supplied by the election by the members of the
said Pharmaceutical Society on the first Monday of October in each year
of a like number of their body to act as members of the said council in
the place of the retiring members.
9. Manner of making the rotation list - In order to determine the
rotation by which the first members of the said council shall go out of
office, the said council shall at their first meeting under this Act
form a rotation list, and at such meeting the chairman shall write the
names of all the members on separate slips of paper, all as nearly as
may be of equal size, and having folded them up in the same manner, he
shall put them into a ballot box, and shall in the presence of the
meeting draw out such slips of paper in succession, and the names upon
the slips so drawn shall be written by the chairman in a list in the
order in which they are drawn; and every such list shall be kept
among the papers of the said council, and the names therein shall be
numbered consecutively, and the members of the said council shall retire
from office in the order in which their names appear on such list, in
the proportions in this Act mentioned.
10. Retiring Members eligible to be re-elected - Every member of
the said council going out of office by rotation may be re-elected,
and after such re-election he shall, with reference to going out by
rotation, be considered as a new member.
11. As to filling up of occasional vacancies - If any extraordinary
vacancy shall be occasioned in the said council, the said council shall,
on a day to be fixed by the president of the said society (such day not
to be later than ten days after such vacancy has been signified to the
said president), elect another person to supply such vacancy, and every
person so elected shall continue a member of the said council until the
time at which the person in the room of whom he was chosen would
regularly have gone out of office, and he shall then go out of office,
but shall be capable of immediate re-election.
12. Elections - Elections of members of the said council, and of
president and vice-president thereof, under this Act, shall be held and
the voting and other proceedings in the case of a contest shall be
conducted in the manner prescribed by regulations made in pursuance of
this Act.
13. Proceedings &t meetings of council - At a meeting of the said
council the president, or in his absence the vice-president, shall act
as chairman, and in case the president and vice-president shall both
be absent, one of the members present shall be elected chairman by the
majority present.
At all meetings of the said council the questions there considered
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shall be decided by a majority. In case of an equal division, the
chairman shall, in addition to his own vote, have a casting vote.
No business shall be transacted at any meeting of the said Council
unless seven members of the council be present, end all the powers under
this Act vested in the council may be exercised by any seven or more of
the council present at any meeting of the council.
14* First meeting - The council of the said Pharmaceutical Society
shall hold their first meeting within six months after the passing of
this Act, at such place in the city of Dublin, at such hour, and on such
day as the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant may respectively order
and appoint, and they may adjourn such meeting from time to time as shall
seem fit.
15. Council may allow certain persons to acquire title of chemist
and druggist - The said council may at their first or any subsequent
meeting by resolution determine upon allowing certain persons to acquire
the title of chemist and druggist, subject to such terms and conditions
as the said council shall think proper.
16. Regulations for execution of Act - At the first meeting of
the said council, or some adjourment of the same, they may, subject to
the provisions of this Act, make regulations with respect to the matters
following:
(1) The meetings and other proceedings of the said council;
(2) The examinations of persons desirous of being registered as
pharmaceutical chemists under this Act;
(3) The examinations of persons desirous of being registered as
chemists and druggists under this Act, in case the said council shall
think proper to allow persons to acquire the title of chemist and
druggist;
(4) The times at which and the mode in which elections of members
and associates of the said Iharmaceutical Society are to be held and
conducted;
(5) The mode in which elections of members of the council, and of
president and vice-president thereof, are to be held and conducted;
(6) The fees to be charged for examination, licence, and
registration under this Act, and the entrance fees and annual
subscriptions to be paid by members of the said Pharmaceutical Society,
and the application of the same, and of all moneys received by the
treasurer under this act;
(7) The duties of the registrar, treasurer, clerks, and other
subordinate officers, and the manner in which the same shall be
discharged, end the salaries to be paid to such officers respectively;
and
(8) Generally for all such other matters as may be necessary for the
due execution of this Act.
The said council may from time to time, at any meeting of the
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council held at any time after the expiration of six months after such
first meeting, revoke or alter any such regulation, and make new
regulations instead thereof or in addition thereto.
17* Resolution and regulation to be approved by Lord Lieutenant
and Privy Council - Any resolution made under the authority of this Act
with respect to the title of chemist and druggist, and every regulation
made under the authority of this Act, shall be subject to the approval
of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, and shall be of no force or
effect until the same shall respectively be so approved, and notice of
such approval shall be published in the Dublin Gazette.
Any resolution and all regulations made under the authority of this
Act and approved as aforesaid shall be laid before both Houses of
Parliament within twenty-one days after the same shall be made, if
Parliament be sitting at such time, or if Psrliament be not sitting,
T/ithin twenty-one days after the commencement of the next session of
Parliament after the making thereof.
Any such resolution and all such regulations when so approved shall
be of the like force and effect as if they had been enacted in this Act.
18. Persons who may be elected associates of the Pharmaceutical
Society - Every person who shall be registered under this Act as a
chemist and druggist shall be qualified to be elected an associate of
the said Pharmaceutical Society, subject to the regulations made in
pursuance of this Act; and every person so elected and continuing as
such associate, being in business on his own account, shall have the
privilege of attending all meetings of the said society, and of voting
thereat, and otherwise taking part in the proceedings of such meetings
in the same manner as members of the said society: Provided always,
that such associates contribute to the funds of the said society the
same fees or subscriptions as members contribute for the time being
under the regulations thereof.
General Provisions
19. Following provisions not to take effect until approval of
regulations - The following provisions of this Act shall not take
effect until after the publication in the Dublin Gazette of the notice
of the approval of the regulations made at the first meeting of the said
council, and so far as the said provisions relate to chemists and
druggists under this Act they shall only take effect after the
publication in the Dublin Gazette of the notice of the approval of a
resolution with the respect to the title of chemist and druggist.
20. Appointment of Registrar and Treasurer - The said council may
from time to time appoint a fit and proper person as a registrar under
this Act, and shall have power to remove any such registrar from the
said office, and may also appoint and remove from time to time a
treasurer, and such clerks and other subordinate officers as may be
requisite for carrying out the purposes of this Act, and also to pay
suitable salaries to the said registrar, treasurer, clerks, and
officers.
21. Examination - For the purpose of ascertaining the qualification
of persons desirous of keeping open shop for the retailing, dispensing,
or compounding poisons or medical prescriptions and being registered as
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pharraaceutical cheraista or aa chemists and druggists under this Act,
the said council shall cause examinations to be held at such times
and in such manner as may be prescribed by regulations made in pursuance
of this Act, and the said council shall appoint examiners to conduct the
same: Provided always, that no person shall conduct any examination for
the purposes of this Act until his appointment has been approved by the
Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, and such appointment shall not in
any case be in force more than five years; and that it shall be the
duty of the said Pharmaceutical Society to allow any officer appointed
by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council for that purpose to be present
during the progress of any examination held for the purposes of this
Act.
All persons desirous of being registered as pharmaceutical
chemists under this Act may at any such examination present themselves
for examination, and they shall be examined with respect to their
knowledge of the Latin and English languages, of arithmetic, of botany,
of materia medica, of pharmaceutical and general chemistry, of
practical pharmacy, of the British Pharmacopoeia, and of such other
subjects as may from time to time be prescribed by any regulations made
in pursuance of this Act; and all persons desirous of being registered
as chemists end druggists under this Act may at any such examination
present themselves for examination, and they shall be subjected to
such a modified examination with respect to their knowledge of the
subjects aforesaid as may from time to time be prescribed by any
regulations made in pursuance of this Act: Provided always, that
such examinations shall not include the theory and practice of
medicine, surgery, or midwifery, or any branch of medicine or surgery;
and the examiners appointed by the council are hereby empowered, after
such examinations respectively to grant or refuse to such persons, as
in their discretion may seem fit, certificates of competent knowledge
and qualification and skill to be registered as pharraaceutical
chemists or as chemists and druggists under this Act: Provided
always, that in case of rejection a rejected candidate shall not
present himself for re-examination until after six months after such
rejection.
22. Persons entitled to be Registered under this Act - Every person
by this Act nominated as a member of the council of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Ireland shall be entitled to be registered as a pharmaceutical
chemist without payment of any fees or charges:
and every person who
shall be duly examined in accordance with the provisions of this Act,
and who shall be certified by the examiners to be qualified to act as
a pharraaceutical chemist, and every licentiate of Apothecaries’ Hall
shall, upon giving to the registrar such reasonable proof thereof as
may be required under any regulations made by the council of the said
Pharmaceutical Society in that behalf, and upon payment of the proper
fees and charges, be entitled to be registered under this Act as a
pharraaceutical chemist.
Every person who shall be duly examined in accordance with the
provisions of this Act, and who shall be certified by the examiners
to be qualified to act as a chemist and druggist, shall, upon giving
to the registrar such reasonable proof thereof as may be required
under any regulations made by the council of the said Pharraaceutical
Society in that behalf, and upon payment of the proper fees and
charges, be entitled to be registered under this Act as a chemist and
druggist.
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23. Feea for examination, licence, and registration - For every
examination, licence, and registration such reasonable fees or charges
shall be paid as shall from time to time be fixed and determined by any
regulation or regulations to be made by the said council in pursuance
of this Act, and such fees shall be paid to the treasurer, and shall
by him be applied to the purposes of this Act in manner prescribed by
such regulations.
24. Register of pharmaceutical chemists and of chemists and
druggists - The registrar to be appointed under or by virtue of this
Act shall from time to time make out and maintain a complete list
(to be called the "Register of Pharmaceutical Chemists for Ireland")
and also a complete list (to be called the "Register of Chemists and
Druggists in Ireland") of all persons registered as pharmaceutical
chemists or as chemists and druggists respectively under this Act, and
in such registers the names shall be in alphabetical order according
to their surnames with the respective residences, in the form set
forth in the schedule annexed, or to the like effect, and shall keep
proper indexes of such registers, and all such other lists and books
as may be required by the said council and as may be necessary for
giving effect to the regulations of the said council and to the
provisions of this Act.
25* Duty of registrar to make and keep registers - It shall be the
duty of the registrar to keep the said registers corrected, and to
erase the names of all registered persons as and when they shall die,
and from time to time to make the necessary alterations in the addresses
of the persons registered under this Act; and to enable the registrar
duly to fulfil such duties, it shall be lawful for him to write a letter
to any registered person, addressed to such person according to his
address on the register, to inquire whether he has ceased to carry on
business or has changed his residence, such letter to be forwarded by
post as a registered letter, according to the post office regulations
for the time being, and if no answer shall be returned to such letter
within the period of six months from the sending of the letter, a
second of similar purport shall be sent in like manner, and if no
answer be given thereto within three months from date thereof it shall
be lawful to erase the name of such person from the register; provided
always, that the same may be restored by direction of the said council,
should they think fit to make an order to that effect.
26. Evidence of qualification to be given before registration No name shall be entered in the said registers except of persons
authorised by this Act to be registered, nor unless the register be
satisfied by the proper evidence that the person claiming is entitled
to be registered; and any appeal from the decision of the registrar
may be decided by the said council; and any entry which shall be
proved to the satisfaction of the said council to have been
fraudulently or incorrectly made may be erased from or amended in
the register under an order in writing of the said council.
27. Annual registers to be published, and to be evidence - The
registrar shall, in the month of January in every year, cause to be
printed, published, and sold correct copies of the register of
pharmaceutical chemists and of the register of chemists and druggists,
in alphabetical order according to their surnames; and printed
copies of such registers for the time being in force, purporting to
be so printed and published as aforesaid, or any extract therefrom,
or from the original registers, certified under the hand of the said
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registrar, and countersigned by the president or two members of the
said council, shall be evidence in all courts and in all proceedings
that the persons therein specified are registered according to the
provisions of this Act, and the absence of the name of any person from
any such copy of either of the said registers shall be evidence, until
the contrary shall be made to appear, that such person is not
registered in such register according to the provisions of this Act.
28. Penalty on wilful falsification of registers or for
obtaining registration by false representation - Any registrar who
shall wilfully make or cause to be made any falsification in any
matter relating to the said registers, or either of them, and any
person who shall wilfully procure or attempt to procure himself to be
registered under this Act, by making or producing, or causing to be
made or produced, any false or fraudulent representation or
declaration, either verbally or in writing, and any person aiding or
assisting himtherein, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by fine or imprisonment, and shall on conviction thereof
be sentenced to be imprisoned for any terra not exceeding twelve
months.
29. Notice of death of pharmaceutical chemist, or chemist and
druggist, to be given by registrars of deaths. - Every registrar of
deaths in Ireland, on receiving notice of the death of any person
registered under t’ais Act as a pharmaceutical chemist or as a chemist
and druggist, shall forthwith transmit by post to the registrar under
this Act a certificate, under his own hand, of such death, with the
particulars of the time and place of death, and on receipt of such
certificate the said registrar under this Act shall erase the name
of such deceased pharmaceutical chemist or chemist and druggist from
the proper register, and shall transmit to the said registrar of
deaths the cost of such certificate and transmission, and may charge
the cost thereof as an expense of his office.

30. Persons selling or compounding poisons or assuming the title
of pharmaceutical chemist to be qualified. - So much of the Act of 1791
as prohibits the keeping of open shop v/ithin the meaning of the said
Act by any person other than a licentiate of Apothecaries’ Hall shall
be repealed; provided always, that it shall be unlawful for any person
to sell or keep open shop for retailing, dispensing, or compounding
poisons within the meaning of the Act of the session of the thirtythird and thirty-fourth years of the reign of Her present Majesty,
chapter twenty-six, or medical prescriptions, unless such person be
registered as a pharmaceutical chemist or a chemist and druggist under
this Act, or to assume or use the title of Pharmaceutical Chemist,
or Pharmaceutist, or Pharmacist, or Dispensing Chemist, or the title
of Chemist and Druggist in any part of Ireland, unless such person
shall be registered as a pharmaceutical chemist or as a chemist and
druggist respectively under this Act; and any person acting in
contravention of this enactment or compounding any medicines of the
British Pharmacopoeia, except according to the formularies of the said
Pharmacopoeia, shall for every such offence be liable to pay a penalty
of five pounds; but no such penalty shall exempt any person from
being liable to any other penalty, damage, or punishment to which he
would have been subject if this Act had not passed: Provided always,
that nothing in this section contained shall affect any licentiate of
Apothecaries’ Hall, or any person who shall have been registered as a
legally qualified medical practitioner before the passing of this Act,
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or who shall he registered as a legally qualified practitioner after
the passing of this Act, and who, in order to obtain his diploma, shall
have passed an examination in pharmacy.
31. Reserving rights of certain persons. - Nothing in this Act
contained shall extend to or interfere with the making or dealing in
patent medicines, or with the business of wholesale dealers in
supplying poisons in the ordinary course of wholesale dealing, or of
chemists or druggists who are practising as such in Ireland upon their
own account at the time of the passing of this Act, save and except
the provisions against the compounding of poisons or medical
prescriptions, and against the preparing of any medicines of the British
Pharmacopoeia except according to the formularies of the said
Pharmacopoeia; and nothing in this Act contained shall prevent any
person who is a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons of
Great Britain, or holds a certificate in veterinary surgery from the
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, from dispensing
medicines for animals under his care.
32. Provision for continuation of business in case of death. Upon the decease of any person registered under this Act as a
pharmaceutical chemist or as a chemist and druggist, actually in
business at the time of his death, it shall be lawful for any executor,
administrator, or trustee of the estate of such pharmaceutical chemist
or chemist and druggist to continue such business, if and so long only
as such business shall be bona fide conducted by a duly qualified
assistant, and a duly qualified assistant within the meaning of this
section shall be a pharmaceutical chemist or a chemist and druggist
registered as such under this Act.
33* Registration not to entitle to practice of medicine, etc. Registration under tliis Act shall not entitle any person so registered
to practice medicine or surgery, or any branch of medicine or surgery.
34. Pharmaceutical chemist may be apothecary in lunatic asylum, etc.Any person registered as a pharmaceutical chemist under this Act shall
be qualified to be appointed to and to hold the office of apothecary in
any district lunatic asylum or county gaol or prison in Ireland, but
shall not be entitled to prescribe for patients.
35. Power to erase names from register.- The Lord Lieutenant and
Privy Council may direct the name of any person who is convicted of
any offence against this Act which in their opinion renders him unfit
to be on any register under tliis Act to be erased from such register,
and it shall be the duty of the registrar to erase the same accordingly.
36. Recovery and application of penalties.- Every penalty
recoverable under the provisions of this Act shall be recoverable in a
summary way, with respect to the police district of Dublin metropolis,
subject and according to the provisions of any Act regulating the
powers and duties of justices of the peace for such district or of the
police of such district, and with respect to other parts of Ireland,
before a justice or justices of the peace sitting in petty sessions,
subject and according to the provisions of the Petty Sessions (Ireland)
Act, 1351, and any Act amending the same.
One third of every sum of money recovered as a penalty under this
Act shall be paid to the person who shall be the means of bringing to
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justice any person committing any offence against any of the provisions
of this Act, and the remainder of such sum shall be paid to the
treasurer, and shall by him be applied to the purposes of this Act
in the manner prescribed by any regulation made in pursuance of this
Act«
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PHARMACEUTICAL

SOCIETY

H.II
OF

IRELAND,

1878

TEMPORARY REGULATIONS
FOR THE
QUALIFICATION OF PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMIST
EXTENT AND MODE] OF QUALIFICATION
All Candidates for this Examination shall have attained the age of
twenty-one years, and these Regulations shall he in force up to 1st
October, 1876.
/"The persons who may be rejected prior to October, 1876, shall be
entitled to present themselves for re-examination under the same
conditions. This concession to be limited to twelve months from that
date (ie from October, 1876)."
"Special Examinations (for Candidates rejected in 1876) will be
held on Wednesday 28th March, and V/ednesday 26th September, 1877 (and
following days if necessary), at 2 p.m. on each day.j]/
Latin.- To translate into English, and parse, one or more sentences
from a Latin author:- Caesar's Commentaries, First Book; or Virgil’s
AEneid, First Book.
English.- To write on a subject selected by the Examiner; and to write
from dictation.
Arithmetic.- The first four Rules, Simple Proportion and Decimals. To
describe the weights and measures of the Pharmacopoeia, and of the
Metric System.
Botany.- To recognise the principal indigenous plants used in medicine,
and to give the definitions and the distinctive characters of their
several parts.
Materia Medica.- To recognise specimens of the drugs in the Pharmacopoeia,
to describe their characters, the sources from which they are obtained,
and the officinal preparations into which they enter. To detect
adulterations, and give the active principles, and average doses, of
such Medicines as are poisonous.
Pharmaceutical and General Chemistry.- The Elementary Laws of Chemistry.
The chemical preparations of the Pharmacopoeia, their characters and
tests.
Practical Pharmacy.- To translate Latin prescriptions; to detect
dangerous doses; and to compound and dispense correctly.
To explain the processes of making the non-chemical preparations of
the Pharmacopoeia.
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Candidates are to give notice to the Council, seven clear days before
the Stated Meetings for Examination, of their desire to be examined.
And also to lodge a receipt of having paid the Fee of Five Guineas
into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the Society.
FORM OF NOTICE.- "I, ______________________ , desire to be examined
for the License to act as a Pharmaceutical Chemist."

Reference - Calendar of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland - 1877
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The following are the Regulations for Candidates for the
Qualification of Pharmaceutical Chemist.
PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND. 1877
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION,
Lhich may be passed after the 1st January, 1876.
Latin.- To translate into English, and parse, one or more sentences
from a Latin author:- Caesar's Commentaries, First Book; or
Virgil's AEneLd, First Book.
English.- To write on a subject selected by the Examiner; and to
write from dictation.
Arithmetic.- The first four Rules, Simple Proportion and Decimals.
To describe the weights and measures of the Pharmacopoeia, and of
the Metric System.
The Rudiments of Chemistry and Botany.- (See Roscoe's Chemistry Science Primers: and Browne's Botany - Elementary Science
Manuals).
Candidates presenting themselves for this Examination must not be
under sixteen years of age.
The Fee for this Examination will be £2.2s.
In case of rejection, 10s. 6d. to be retained for Examination
Fees.
A rejected Candidate may present himself for Examination after
a lapse of three months.
Preliminary Examinations to be held on the first Monday of
January, April, July, and October.
PHARMACEUTICAL EXAMINATION
Candidates presenting themselves for this Examination must be twentyone years of age, and have passed the Preliminary Examination at
least one year previously.
Candidates must also have been practically engaged in compounding and
dispensing for at least two years, under the instruction of a
Pharmaceutical Chemist or Apothecary.
Examinations will be held on the first Wednesday of January, April,
July, and October - to come into operation after the 1st October,
1876.
Botany.- To recognise the principal indigenous plants used in medicine,
to refer them to their natural orders, and to give the definitions
and the distinctive characters of their several parts.
Materia Hedica.- To recognise specimens of the drugs of the
Pharmacopoeia, to describe their characters and active principles,
name the sources from which they are obtained, and the officinal
preparations into which they enter; and to detect adulterations.
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General and Pharmaceutical Chemistry.- The Elementary Laws of
Chemistry and Physics, including Chemical Equations. To recognise
the chemical substances of the Pharmacopoeia, to describe the
processes by which they are obtained; Qualitative Analysis,
including the Tests of the Pharmacopoeia and Volumetric Analysis;
and to submit to a practical Examination in these subjects, when
required.
Practical Pharmacy.- To translate Latin prescriptions; to detect
dangerous doses; to compound and dispense correctly.
To explain the processes of making the non-chemical preparations
of the Pharmacopoeia, and to recognise them.
Candidates are to give notice to the Council, seven clear days before
the Stated Meetings for Examination, of their desire to be examined
and also to lodge a receipt of having paid the Fee of Five Guineas
into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the Society.
In case of rejection, the sum of £2 2s.Od. will be retained to meet
the expenses of Examination.
A rejected Candidate may present himself for Re-examination after
a lapse of six months.
FORM OF NOTICE.- "I, ______________________, desire to be examined for
the License to act as a Pharmaceutical Chemist."

Reference - Calendar of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, 1877
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COITPARISON OP THE EXAMINATION FOR THE TITLE "CHEMIST AND
DRUGGIST'1'
GREAT5BRITAWm|l 'iHE' IRISH' lix^IIIJATION^POR
” TIIE TITIlT 'TOAK<UGEu¥ig'aP CKEJIIsY1 1V '1875
Iris!)
for_ the title
"Phannaceutical GhemiatJ^

Examination for the title "Chemist
and Dru^dst11 in Great Britain

Botany:
To recognise the
principal indigenous plants
used in medicine, and. to
give the definitions and
the distinctive characters
of their several parts.

Botany: To recognise the more important
indigenous plants used in medicine.
To
possess a general knowledge of the
elementary structure of plants, and the
structure and distinctive characters of
roots, stems, leaves, and their parts.
To name and describe the various parts
of the flower.

I.lateria I.Iedica: To recognise
specimens of the drugs in the
Pharmacopoeia, to describe
their characters, the sources
from which they are obtained,
and the officinal preparations
into which they enter.
To
detect adulterations, and give
the active principles and
average doses of such as are
poisonous.

Materia Medica: To recognise specimens
of roots, barks, leaves, fruits, resins,
gums, animal substances, &c., used in
medicine;
give the botanical and
zoological names of the plants, &c.,
yielding them, and the natural families
to which they belong;
name the countries
and sources from which they are obtained,
the officinal preparations into which
they enter, and judge the quality and
freedom from adulteration or otherwise
of the specimens.

Pharmaceutical and General
Chemistry:
The Elementary
Laws of Chemistry.
The
chemical preparations of the
Pharmacopoeia, their characters
and tests.

Gheraistry:
To recognise the ordinary
chemicals used in medicine.
To possess
a practical knowledge of the processes
by which they are produced, the
composition of such as are compound,
and explain the de-compositions that
occur in their production and admixture,
by equation or diagrams.
To determine
practically, by means of tests, the
presence in solution of the chemicals
in common use, and explain the reactions
which occur in each case.
To possess a
general knowledge of the laws of chemical
philosophy, and a practical loiowledge of
the means of determining specific
gravities, densities, and temperature,
and of the instruments appertaining
thereto, and the physical and chemical
constitution of the atmosphere.

Practical Pharmacy:
To
translate Latin prescriptions;
to detect dangerous doses; to
compound and dispense correctly;
and to explain the processes of
making the non-chemical
preparations of the Pharmacopoeia.

Prescriptions:
The candidate is required
to read without abbreviation autograph
prescriptions; translate them into
English; and render a literal as well as
an appropriate translation of the
directions for use.
To detect errors,
discover unusual doses, and have a
general knowledge of Posology; also to
render in good Latin ordinary prescriptions
written in English.
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Irish Examination for the title
"PhaCTiiaceutioal Chemist11

Examination for the title "Chemist
and Prura'ist11 in Great Britain
Practical Dispensing: To weigh,
measure and compound medicines; write
the directions in concise language in
a neat and distinct hand; to finish
and properly direct each package.
Pharmacy; To recognise the
preparations of the Pharmacopoeia
which are not of a definite chemical
nature, and have well marked physical
characters, such as extracts,
tinctures, powders, &c.; to give the
proportions of the active ingredients,
and possess a practical knowledge of
the processes and the principles of
the processes, hy which they are made,
and of the best excipients and methods
of manipulation for forming Emulsions,
Pills, &c.
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AIT ACT TO AMEND THE PHARMACY ACT (IRELAND) 1875
~7~18TH AUGUST, 1890) 53 AND 54
c.48
Be it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and vdth
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same
as follows
Short Title
1. This Act may be cited as the Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875>
Amendment Act, 1390.
Extent of Act
2. This Act shall apply to Ireland only.
Interpretation
3. In this Act"The principal Act" means the Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875*
"The Society" means the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.
"The Council" means the Council of the Society.
"The Registrar" means the Registrar of the Society.
"The Treasurer" means the Treasurer of the Society.
"Poisons" mean all articles deemed to be poisons within the meaning
of the Act thirty-three and thirty-four Victoria, chapter twentysix, intituled "An Act to regulate the Sale of Poisons in Ireland."
Repeal of 38 & 39 Viet., c.57, s. 15
4. Section fifteen of the principal Act, and all other provisions
of that Act empowering the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland to create
a grade of chemists and druggists legally qualified to dispense medical
prescriptions, are hereby repealed.
Register of Chemists and Druggists and Registered Druggists
5. The Registrar shall, in the manner by this Act provided 'from
time to time make out and maintain complete lists' to be called "the
Register of chemists and druggists" and "the Register of registered
druggists in Ireland," containing the names of all persons who have
made application to be registered and are entitled to be registered
as chemists and druggists and registered druggists respectively under
the provisions of this Act, and the provisions of the principal Act
with respect to the registers thereby authorised shall mutatis mutandis
extend and apply to such registers, except so far as such provisions
are altered by or are inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.
All persons so registered shall be entitled to keep open shop for the
sale, retailing, or mixing of poisons: Provided that nothing in this
Act shall be deemed to confer on such persons any right to compound
medical prescriptions.
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Chemists or Dnwciata practising as such at passing of 38 and 39
Viet., c.57< entitled to be remastered
6. Every chemist and druggist, or chemist, or druggist, who was
practising as such in Ireland as a principal at the passing of the
principal Act, shall be entitled to be registered as a chemist and
druggist under this Act on complying with the following provisions:(1) He shall, within a year from the passing of this Act, make
application in writing to the Registrar to be registered under
the provisions of this Act.
(2) Such application shall be accompanied by a statutory
declaration of the applicant in the form set out in Schedule A.
to this Act, or to the like effect: Provided that it shall be
lawful for the Council to require from any such applicant such
evidence as they may think fit of the truth of the statements
contained in the statutory declaration to made by him, and to
require such other confirmatory evidence as they shall think
sufficient.
(3) He shall pay to the Treasurer of the Society a fee of one
guinea.
(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of section thirty-one of the
principal Act, no person shall be entitled to keep open shop for
the selling, retailing, or mixing of poisons by reason that he was
a chemist and druggist practising as such in Ireland on his own
account at the time of the passing of the principal Act, unless
he shall be registered as a chemist and druggist under this Act.
Chemists or Druggists in business before passing of Act entitled to
be registered
7. Every chemist and druggist, or chemist or druggist, who has
gone into business as a principal after the passing of the principal
Act and before the passing of this Act, shall be entitled to be
registered as a druggist on complying with the following provisions:(1) He shall, on or before the first day of June one thousand eight
hundred and ninety-one, make application in writing to the Registrar
to be registered under the provisions of this Act.
(2) Such application shall be accompanied by a statutory declaration
of the applicant in the form set out in Schedule B. to this Act, or
to the like effect.
(3) He shall be examined with respect to his knowledge of reading
and writing, elementary arithmetic, and the appearances of the
poisons, drugs, and chemical salts in common use, and the Act of
the session of the thirty-third and thirty-fourth years of the
reign of Her present Majesty, chapter twenty-six, and shall obtain
from the examiner or examiners appointed by the Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland to hold such examination a certificate of having satisfactorily
passed the same.
(4) The Lord Lieutenant in Council shall appoint examiners to conduct
the examinations prescribed by this section for applicants, and shall
fix the fees to be paid to such examiners and to the Society
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respectively in respect of such examinations, and the examinations
shall be held in Dublin and at such other places as the Lord
Lieutenant in Council shall consider necessary.
(5) Every person who went into business as a chemist and druggist
as a principal between the passing of the principal Act and the
passing of this Act, and who has styled himself chemist and druggist,
and has complied with the provisions of this section, and passed the
examination under this section, shall be permitted to retain the
title of chemist and druggist.
(6) Every person who having styled himself as a chemist and druggist
shall claim to retain the title of chemist and druggist under the
provisions of this section shall, at the time of his application
to be registered, make a statutory declaration stating when and
where he was in business as a chemist and druggist styling himself
as such.
(7) It shall be lawful for the Council to require from any such
applicant such evidence as they may think fit of the truth of the
statements contained in the statutory declaration so made by him,
and to require such other confirmatory evidence as they shall think
sufficient.
Registration of Registered Druggists

8. Every person who shall duly have completed, or shall duly complete,
a term of service as apprentice or assistant of not less than four years
to a pharmaceutical chemist, or to a licentiate apothecary, or to a person
or persons who shall have become, or who had he or they survived or
continued in business would have been entitled to become, a registered
chemist and druggist, or registered druggist, under this Act, shall be
entitled to be registered as a registered druggist under this Act on
complying with the following provisions
(1) He shall make application in writing to the Registrar to be
registered under the provisions of this Act.
(2) Such application shall be accompanied by a statutory declaration
of the applicant in the form set out in Schedule C. to this Act, or
to the like effect, with an additional declaration in the form set
out in Schedule D, or to the like effect.
(3) He shall be examined with respect to his knowledge of English
orthography and composition, arithmetic, and the weights and
measures of the British Pharmacopoeia, the appearance and properties
of the various drugs and chemicals in general use, and the Act of
the session of the thirty-third and thirty-fourth years of the
reign of her present Majesty, chapter twenty-six, and shall obtain
from the examiners appointed by the Council to hold such examination
a certificate of having satisfactorily passed the same.
(4) He shall pay to the Treasurer of the Society, on presenting
himself for such examination, a fee of two guineas, and a further
fee of two guineas on being registered.
Provided that if he shall fail to satisfy the examiner, he may
present himself for subsequent examinations on paying the examiner's fees.
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Provided also that evidence shall be adduced to the satisfaction
of the Council that the applicant has completed a term of apprenticeship
such as hereinbefore described; and provided also that if the term of
apprenticeship be continued after the expiration of one year from the
passing of this Act it shall not entitle the applicant to present
himself for examination, unless the term shall have been completed with
a pharmaceutical chemist, a licentiate apothecary, or a registered
chemist and druggist, or registered druggist under this Act.
Examinations of Intending Druggists

9. It shall be the duty of the Society to provide for examinations
being held at which applicants for registration as registered druggists
may present themselves for examination. Such examinations shall be
held at not greater intervals than the examinations of persons desirous
of being registered as pharmaceutical chemists under the principal Act,
and shall be held at Dublin, Belfast, Cork, and such other places as
may be convenient.
Provided that it shall not be compulsory on the Society to cause
any such examinations to be held outside Dublin unless at least twelve
persons make application for examination thereat.
Apprentices having passed Examination entitled to Registration
10. Every person who shall have served an apprenticeship of four
years with a pharmaceutical chemist, a licentiate apothecary, a
registered chemist and druggist, or a registered druggist shall be
entitled to present himself for examination under this Act, and shall
be entitled on passing his examination to be registered as a registered
druggist under this Act, and every person who shall have served such
apprenticeship to a registered chemist and druggist, or a registered
druggistnot being a pharmaceutical chemist, and who shall comply with
the regulations oC the Society in force for the time being, and in
addition shall have served an assistantship of two years to either a
pharmaceutical chemist or a licentiate of the Apothecaries' Hall
keeping open shop, shall be entitled to present himself for examination
under the principal Act as a pharmaceutical chemist, and shall be
entitled on passing his examination to be registered as a
pharmaceutical chemist.
Provisions of 38 and 39 Viet, c. 57 as to Examinations to extend to
Examinations authorised by tills Act
11. The provisions of the principal Act with respect to the
examinations therein mentioned shall extend and apply to the
examinations by this Act authorised, except so far as such provisions
are altered by or are inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.
Persons who may be elected Associates of the Pharmaceutical Society
12. - (l) Within three months after the passing of this Act, the
Society shall, subject to the provisions of the principal Act, make
regulations for the election of registered chemists and druggists and
registered druggists as associates of the Society under the title of
associate druggists.
(2) Every person who shall be registered under this Act as a
chemist and druggist or registered druggist shall be qualified to be
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elected an associate druggist, subject to any regulations made in
pursuance of the principal Act and this Act, and every person so
elected and continuing as such associate shall have the same privileges
of voting for members of the Council and of attending all meetings of
the Society and of voting thereat and otherwise taking part in the
proceedings of such meetings as members of the Society, and shall be
qualified to be elected and when elected to act as a member of the
Council of the Society. Provided always that such associates
contribute to the funds of the Society the same annual subscriptions
as members contribute for the time being under the regulations thereof,
and provided also that such associate druggists shall not style
themselves associates of the Pharmaceutical Society, and any druggist
making use of such title shall be liable to have his name erased from
the Register of Associate Druggists.
First Bleotion of Representatives of Chemists and Druggists to
Council
13. At a date to be fixed by the Council, but not later than the
fifteenth day of January one thousand eight hundred and ninety-one,
an election shall be held of seven persons (who shall be registered
as druggists or chemists and druggists) to be additional members of
the Council of the Society, and such election shall be held in like
raaruier in all respects as an election of members of the Council of
the Society In the place of retiring members held under the principal
Act: Provided that the persons entitled to vote at the election of
such seven members on the said Council shall be persons who shall be
then registered as chemists and druggists, or registered druggists.
And every such person so voting at such election shall pay to the
Societ3r a fee of one guinea as an annual subscription in respect of
the year 1891.
Election of new Council in 1891
14> At the annual election in October one thousand eight hundred
and ninety-one, under the principal Act and this Act, the Council of
the Society shall go out of office, and a new Council shall be elected
consisting of twenty-one members, not more than seven of whom shall be
associate druggists, and the right of voting for members of council at
this and all subsequent elections shall be common to both members of
the Pharmaceutical Society and associate druggists. Provided
nevertheless that the president and vice-president shall remain in
office to conduct the election of October one thousand eight hundred
and ninety-one, and declare the votes, but not longer unless duly
elected, and the retiring rotation of members shall be determined in
the same manner as is provided by section nine of the principal Act.
Provided also that in the event of the death or resignation of the said
president and vice-president, or either of them, or their inability
or unv/illingness to conduct such election, it shall be lawful for the
Lord Lieutenant to nominate and appoint some other person to conduct
such election who shall have the same power with respect thereto as if
he had been elected chairman of the meeting.
No Person to Assume Title of Registered Drug,gist, or Chemist and
Druggist, j>r J3ell Poisons, unless Registered
15. From and after the passing of this Act it shall be unlawful
for any person to assume, and from and after the first day of January,
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1392, it shall he unlawful for any person to use, the title of a
registered druggist or chemist and druggist in any part of Ireland,
or to sell poisons, unless such person shall be registered as a chemist
and druggist or registered druggist, under this Act, and any person
acting in contravention of this enactment shall for every such offence
be liable to pay a penalty not exceeding five pounds.
Printed Copies of Registers to be_ sent to Inspectors of ''/eights and
Measures ,„whq shall report any Person infringing Act

16. In the month of January in each year, the registrar shall send
printed copies oF the register of pharmaceutical chemists and of the
register of chemists and druggists and of the register of registered
druggists, to the inspector of weights and measures in each constabulary
district in Ireland, and it shall be the duty of such inspector to
report to the Council any offences against the provisions of the
principal Act or this Act or the Act thirty-three and thirty-four
Victoria, chapter twenty-six, entitled "An Act to Regulate the Sale of
Poisons in Ireland," committed within his district;
and one-third of
every sum of money recovered as a penalty against any person so
offending shall be paid to any such inspector who shall be the means
of bringing such person to justice.
Shop for Sale of Poisons, or Compounding Medical Prescriptions, to be
Personally Managed by Owner or Qualified Assistant
17. Any person or persons lawfully keeping open shop for selling,
retailing, or mixing poisons shall personally manage and conduct such
shop and the retailing and mixing of poisons therein, or shall employ
for the purposes aforesaid, as an assistant or manager in such shop,
a duly registered chemist and druggist, or registered druggist, or
pharmaceutical chemist or licentiate apothecary:
and such person or
persons lawfully keeping open shop as aforesaid shall, for the
purposes of this Act and of the principal Act, he held to be the
retailer and compounder of poisons aforesaid therein;
and every
person or persons lawfully keeping open shop for selling and retailing
poisons, and dispensing and compounding medical prescriptions, shall
personally manage and conduct such shop and the retailing, dispensing,
and compounding of poisons and medical prescriptions therein, or shall
employ for the purposes aforesaid, as assistant or manager in such
shop, a duly qualified pharmaceutical chemist or licentiate apothecary;
and such person or persons lawfully keeping open shop, as aforesaid
shall, for the purposes of this Act and of the principal Act, be held
to be the retailer and compounder of poisons or medical prescriptions
as aforesaid therein;
and any person or persons acting in contravention
of this enactment shall for every such offence be liable to pay a
penalty not exceeding five pounds.
Registrar may require Name of Proprietor of Premises where Poisons
sold, or Medical Prescriptions compounded, to be furnished to him
18. It shall be lawful for the registrar at any time to vo-ite a
letter addressed to the proprietor or proprietors of any premises
where open shop is kept for the selling, retailing, dispensing, or
mixing of poisons or compounding of medical prescriptions (such letter
to be delivered on the premises, or to be forwarded by post as a
registered letter according to the post-office regulations for the
time being in foi’ce), requiring such proprietor or proprietors, within
seventeen days from the delivery of such letter, to furnish in writing
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to the registrar a statement of the name and address of the bona-fide
proprietor or proprietors of such shop, and if such proprietor or
proprietors do not personally manage and conduct such shop, the name
of the duly qualified manager or assistant managing or conducting the
same, and the description of his qualification; and in case such
proprietor or proprietors neglect to furnish such information to the
registrar within the time aforesaid, he or they and each of them shall
be liable to pay a penalty not exceeding one pound for every day
during which such default shall continue;
and so long as such default
shall continue it shall be unlawful for any person to sell or retail,
dispense or mix poisons or compound medical prescriptions on such
premises, and every person or persons acting in contravention of this
enactment shall for every such offence be liable to pay a penalty not
exceeding five pounds, unless he or they shall prove to the satisfaction
of the court or justices having jurisdiction in the case that he or
they did not know of such default. Every person who shall make a false
statement in writing with intent to mislead in reply to any inquiry
addressed to him by the registrar under this Act, shall be held to
have made a false declaration, and shall be liable to the penalty
provided under section 28 of the principal Act.
Examinations for Assistants to Pharmaceutical Chemists
19* The Council may cause examinations to be held at such times
and in such manner as may be prescribed by them from time to time for
the purpose of examining assistants to pharmaceutical chemists, and
such assistants as shall pass such examination shall be competent to
transact the business of a licentiate of the Pharmaceutical Society in
his temporary absence, but shall not be entitled to conduct or manage
a business or to keep open shop on their own account.
Amendment of 38 and 39 Vic, c.57. s. 11
20. Section 11 of the principal Act shall be read and have effect
as if the words "the second monthly meeting" were substituted for the
words "ten days" in that section.
Application of boneys paid to Treasurer
21. All sums payable to the treasurer under this Act shall be
applied by him under the direction of the Council to the purposes of
the principal Act and this Act.
Penalties
22. All penalties recoverable under this Act shall be recoverable
and applied in the same manner as penalties recoverable under the
principal Act.
Construction of Act
23. This Act and the principal Act shall be read together and
construed as one Act.
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STATISTICS FROIl RECORDS AND REGISTERS OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL
SOCIETY OF IREPADD

Pharmaceutical Chenists
1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899
Named in Act 1875
Licentiate
Apothecaries
By Examination

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

14

14
416

15
446

16

16

597

19
620

19

506

17
572

18

475

17
540

482
40

512

610
60

636

660

25

24

24

45
23

543
52

578

35

451
36

23

64
22

65
22

369

391

418

439

527

550

573

394

Total

429

Died since 1875
Erased from Register
Total

23

54
23

468

501

645
685
68
22
596

1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909
Named in Act 1875
Licentiate
Apothecaries
By Examination
Total
Died since 1875
Erased from Register

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

22

26

671

711

24
739

775

27
812

27
842

27
872

27
908

27
946

27
981

713

754
86

784

822

34

44

95
59

59

890
110
62

920

92

860
101

118
62

956
130
65

984 1029
132 135
79
79

634

648

668

700

718

740

761

783

74
28
611

Total

825

1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 1915 19l6 1917 1918 1919 1920
Named in Act 1875
Licentiate
Apothecaries
By Examination

Total
Died since 1875
Erased from
Register
Total

21

21

28

28

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

21

29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
1023 1053 1096 1135 1177 1206 1246 1285 1365 1365 1430
1072 1102 1146 1185 1227 1256 1296 1335
143 148 156 165 177 195 199 212
79

79

79

79

79

860

886

911

941

982

79

79

79

993 1018 1044

1415 1480
241 250
79

106

1095 1124
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-

B.

Chemists and Dru^/gsts
1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900
Registered without
examination

311

316

316

3l6

316

316

316

316

316

316

Died since 1890

1

4

5

6

9

10

15

20

22

27

Erased from
Register

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

2

3

309

311

310

309

306

305

299

294

292

286

Total

74

mi.1902
Registered without
examination
Died since 1890
Erased from
Register
Total

1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910

316

316

316

316

316

316

316

316

316

316

39

52

64

72

78

82

87

89

91

95

3

13

21

21

24

24

24

35

35

35

274

251

231

223

214

210

195

192

190

186

1911 1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 1920
Registered without
examination

316

316

316

316

316

316

316

Died since 1890

106

106

106

108

148

150

47

47

47

47

58

163

163

163

161

110

Erased from
Register

Total

316

316

150

155

157

73

73

73

77

93

93

88

83

316
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I. II

Registered Druggists
By Examination
Registered as
Chemists and
Druggists
Registered as
Registered
Druggists
Total

1890 1891 1892 1893 I894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900

31

77

78

78

78

78

73

78

78

78

78

4

168

216

247

277

308

336

358

380

396

420

35

245

294

325

355

386

414

436

458

474

498

1

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

2

2

1

3

3

5

8

10

12

14

15

292

321

351

379

404

424

444

458

481

Erased from
Register
Died since
January 1891
Total
By Examination
Registered as
Chemists and
Druggists
Registered as
Registered
Druggists

35

244

1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910

78

78

78

78

78

78

78

78

78

78

442

454

476

500

523

536

553

566

577

591

Total
Erased from
Register
Died since
January 1891

520

532

554

578

601

614

631

644

655

669

2

15

44

44

46

46

53

75

75

75

19

21

24

25

26

27

27

29

31

34

Total

499

496

486

509

529

541

551

540

549

560

By Examination
Registered as
Chemists and
Druggists
Registered as
Registered
Druggists

1911 1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 1920

78

78

675

702

719

738

753

780

797

75

75

75

76

96

43

48

49

57

62

76

608

607

610

621

638

625

78

78

78

78

78

78

78

606

620

635

645

652

660

Total
Erased from
Register
Died since
January 1891

684

698

713

723

730

75

75

75

75

36

42

42

Total

573

581

596

78

364
APPENDIX

I.Ill

PRESIDENTS, VICE-PRESIDENTS. TREASURERS AND OTHER OFFICERS
OF Trig PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND
FROM TOE’FOUNDATION OF THE SOCIETY 1875 TO 1976
Date
1(375-1878
1878-1883

1883-1886
1886-1887
1887-1889
1889-1391
1891-1895

1895-1897
1897-1900

1900-1902
1902-1903
1903-1904
1904-1905
1905-1907
1907-1910
1910-1913
1913-1915
1915-1917
1917-1919
1919-1921

1921-1924
1924-1926
1916-1930
1930-1931
1931-1932
1932-1933
1933-1934
1934-1935
1935-1936
1936-1937
1937-1938
1938-1940
1940-1942
1942-1943
1943-1945
1945-1946
1946-1947
1947-1949
1949-1951
1951-1953
1953-1955
1955-1957
1957-1958
1958-1960

1960-1961

Presidents

Vice-Presidents

*Sir D J Corrigan, Bart MD j Aquilla Smith MD
Charles R C Tichborne, PCS
James Edward Brunker MA )
William Nassau Allen
)
Harry Napier Draper
/James Edward Brunker MA ;
/Charles Evans
fj C C Payne
(William Fred. Wells
(
(Jun)
William Hayes
(/Sir Thos Wm Robinson)
(George D Beggs
)
William Fred. Wells (Jun)
Robert James Downes
/Robert James Downes
George D Beggs )
John I Bernard )
**George D Beggs
Johnston Montgomery )
George D Beggs
William Fred. Wells ;
Johnston Montgomery
William Fred. Wells
James A Walsh, LRCP
& S. Edin
John Smith
)
James A Walsh, LRCP & S.
Edin
Sir William J Baxter;
John Smith
David M ’Watson
)
Sir William J Baxter
James
Tate
)
David M Watson
James Michie
)
James Tate
J Edgar Connor
)
James Michie
Alfred J Barnes, LAH)
J Edgar Connor
Dub.
)
Richard Blair
)
Alfred J Barnes LAH Dub.
George A McLean Lee )
Richard Blair
Denis J Nugent
F J Fitzpatrick, PC
Dr M Ryan PC
Denis Joseph Nugent PC
Patrick Brooke Kelly
Patrick Brooke Kelly
P J Fielding
David Warwick, PC
J F Costello, PC
J A O'Rourke
B P Hickey
Sir Thomas Robinson
P C Cahill
John Gleeson
C J Cremen
J K Whelehan
J K Whelehan
P A Brady, PC
T C Scott
J P Kissane
M Costello
P F McGrath
M Power
H P Corrigan
F Long’nm an

C
P
D
J
J
B
P
P
J
C
J
P
P
T

J Cremen
J Fielding
Warwick, PC
F Costello, PC
A O'Rourke
P Hickey
C Cahill
C Cahill
Gleeson
J Cremen
K Whelehan
A Brady, PC
A Brady, PC )
C Scott
)

J
M
P
M
H
F
G

P Kissane
)
Costello
)
F McGrath
)
Power
)
P Corrigan )
Loughman
)
C O'Neill )

Treasurers

Edward M Hodgson

George D Beggs
George H Grindley

John Smith

George D Beggs

David M Watson
Dr M Ryan PC
Patrick Brooke
Kelly
T Costelloe

F J Fitzpatrick
PC

P C Cahill

John Gleeson

H P Corrigan

M Costello

365
Presidents

Date
1961-1962
1962-1963
1963-1964
1964-1966
1966-1968
1968-1970
1970-1972
1972-1974
1974-1976

F
D
D
J
M
T
R
R
W

Vice-Presidents

Loughman
J Kennally
J Kennelly
P O'Donnell
L Cashman
R Miller
J Power
J Semple
E Boles

T
*J
J
M
T
R
R
TIT
M

B
J
P
L
R
J
J
E
F

O’Sullivan
O’Regan
O’Donnell
Cashman
Miller
Power
Semple
Boles
Walsh

Treasurers

D
M
M
T
R
R
W
J
P

J
L
L
R
J
J
E
E
M

* Resigned, 23rd April, 1878, during his term of office.
»i
n
m
n
h
tt
27th May, 1889
11
11
11
11
n
II
6th May, 1891

* Died 8th June, 1957*
/ Resigned, 3rd Aug., 1892, during his term of office.
!|
II
tt
II
tt
3rd Jan., 1900
?
"
**

»

3rd Sept., 1902

11

11

11

ii

n

* Died 6th June, 1963.
REGISTRARS OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND
1876 -

I884

H J Fennell.

.1884.^J925.

Arthur T Ferrall.

■19.2,5,

J922.

Miss E C Grene.

JML

J J R Kerr.
James G Coleman, BL

.19.41—jm
J1U

-

M J Cahill, BL.

Kennelly
Cashman
C ashman
Miller
Power
Semple
Boles
Burrell
Browne.
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COMPOUNDER OF MEDICINE EXTRACT FROM "GENERAL RULES FOR THE
GOVERNMENT OF PISParSARY DISTRICTS11 - 1902
Article 16. The qualification of every Compounder of Medicine to be
appointed by the Guardians for the service of any Dispensary District
shall be as follovrs:I.
Dublin, or
competency
Society of
II.

He shall have obtained the licence of the Apothecaries* Hall,
from the Society of Apothecaries, London, or a certificate of
to compound medical prescriptions from the Pharmaceutical
Great Britain or of Ireland.
He shall have reached the age of twenty-one years.

Article 17. The duties of every Compounder of Medicines of a
Dispensary District shall be as follows; that is to say:I.
He shall attend at the Dispensary or Dispensaries of the
District, on such days and at such fixed hours as the Local Government
Board may approve or direct, and shall continue in attendance thereat for
such time as may be sufficient to permit of his compounding the
prescriptions of all the patients attended by the Medical Officer or
Medical Officers.
II.
He shall further attend at the Dispensary at any time and
compound the medicines prescribed by the Medical Officer for any urgent
case.
III. He shall take charge of and keep carefully and safely as far
as lies in his pov7er, all drugs, medicines and stores provided by the
Guardians for use in the Dispensary.
IV.
He shall prepare and dispense skilfully and cautiously all
prescriptions drawn up and ordered by the Medical Officer or Medical
Officers and shall punctually supply the medicines, when prepared, to the
persons authorised to receive them, and shall, when so required by the
prescriptions, express in writing or by printed labels, the proper
directions to accompany the medicines.
V.
He shall make such pharmaceutical preparations for use in
dispensing medicines as he may be required to make from time to time by
the Medical Officer or Medical Officers.
VI.
He shall keep a record of all prescriptions so compounded and
of all medical and surgical appliances issued by him out of stock to
dispensary patients and a suitable book for the purpose shall be provided
by the Clerk of the Union.
VTI. He shall prepare, after consultation with the Medical Officer,
and submit for his signature the necessary estimates and requisitions for
medicines.
VIII. He shall record in a book, to
each Dispensary, the time of his arrival
such book at least once in each month to
transmitted through him to the Guardians

be kept for that purpose, at
and departure, and shall submit
the Medical Officer, to be
for examination.
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DEGREE IN THE FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.
FROM THE GALENDAH OF QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY, BELFAST - 1921-1922
REGULATIONS FOR BSc DEGREE - CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY
The examination for the B.Sc Degree waa divided into three parts:
(a)

Intermediate.

(b)- Final Part I.
(c)

Final Part II.

The complete course of study prescribed for the Degree was provided
at the Municipal College of Technology, Belfast. The first year of the
course, which included the subjects for the Intermediate Examination,
was also provided at the University.
The normal duration of the complete course for the Degree was three
years, the student being required to attend full-time day courses in all
subjects.
The Degree was also conferred on students who had passed the
prescribed examinations after attendance at evening courses of study at
the Municipal College of Technology. In such cases, the students had
also to provide evidence of industrial experience, in the technical branch
of the subjects which they were studying for the Degree.
Subjects for the Intermediate Examination
(1)

Mathraatics.

(2)

Mathematical Physics.

(3)

Experimental Physics.

(4)

Chemistry.

(5)

Engineering Drawing.

Subjects for Final Part I Examination
I.

Chemistry (inorganic and Physical) Lecture - 1 hoar per week.

II.

Chemistry (Organic)

2 hoars M

11

11

M

H

11

Pharmaceutical Botany

4

n

II

11

Materia Medina

3

it

II

11

Pharmacy

3

11

II

ti

III. Chemical Laboratory
IV.

368
Sub.iectB for Final Part II Examination
I.

Chemistry (inorganic and Physical) Lecture -

2 hours per week.

II.

Chemistry (Organic)

2

"

III. Chemical Laboratory

10

»

Pharmaceutical Botany

4

"

Materia Medica

3

"

Pharmacy

3

"

IV.

ii

H

n

h

it

ii

ii

ii

H

II
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PHARMACY AND POISONS BILL TO PARLIAMENT
TnORTIIBRN IRELAND) BY SIR R DAWSON BATES, 1925
The Pharmacy and Poisons Bill was introduced to Parliament on the
5th May 1925> by the then Minister of Home Affairs, Rt Hon Sir Richard
Dawson Bates. In presenting the Bill he stated:"The main object of this Bill is to establish a Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland which will have the same powers of
prescribing the qualifications of persons desirous of becoming
Phamaceutioal Chemists in Northern Ireland, and of making
regulations in connection therewith, as the Pharmaceutical Society
of Ireland had in Ireland generally, before the passing of the
Government of Ireland Act of 1920. Some persons may have
regretted the necessity for establishing a Northern Ireland
Society distinct from the Phamaceutioal Society of Ireland, but
I may point out that whatever view may be taken of this aspect of
the case we are bound now that the matter is within the
jurisdiction of this Government to set up our own Society. A
body which has its headquarters in Dublin, and whose regulations
are subject to the approval of the authorities of the Free State,
cannot legally exercise any jurisdiction in Northern Ireland, and
the qualifications granted by such a body to persons in Northern
Ireland might be open to question.
The Bill is not, however, confined to the establishment of a
Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland as the opportunity
has been taken of consolidating and revising the former Acts
and introducing certain changes which will, I hope, be found
beneficial to the chemists and to the public who are deeply
interested in having the sale of poisons and the compounding and
dispensing of prescriptions entrusted to persons whose competence
is beyond question.
The Acts which governed this matter were the Pharmacy Act of
1875, and the Amendment Act of 1890. Under the former Act
there were two grades - Phamaceutioal Chemists, and secondly
a grade known as Chemists and Druggists. The 1890 Act put an
end to the creation of any further Chemists and Druggists, but
established instead the grade of Registered Druggists. We have,
therefore, now two large classes, Pharmaceutical Chemists and
Registered Druggists, and a small and expiring class composed of
the Chemists and Druggists who were qualified before the passing
of the 1890 Act. The only real distinction between these classes
is that a phamaceutioal chemist alone can compound and dispense
prescriptions, the others are not entitled to do this. As regards
the sale of poisons, they are all on the same footing. We propose
to do away in future with these different grades, leaving the
rights of existing druggists untouched, and ultimately to have
only one grade, that of pharmaceutical chemists. This will ensure
that in future those who wish to sell poisons by retail or dispense
prescriptions will have to undergo a lengthy praotioal training
and pass the severe examination required for the certificate of
phamaceutioal chesaist.
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Tills miijht inflict a certain amount of hardship on the existing
druggists, as they will be an expiring body, and will find it hard
to get apprentices or assistants to enter what is really a blind
alley, and to mitigate this we propose to allow the existing druggists
to become pharmaceutical chemists on passing a modified examination,
which should not present any great difficulty to men with their
training and experience, and which will be held by a special board
of examiners representing the various interests involved and the
Ministry.
The conduct of the Society and the primary power to make regulations
will be in the hands of the Council of the Society. As the Council
will have to be constituted immediately after the passing of the
Act, the majority of the members in the first instance will be
nominated by the Minister of Home Affairs, after consultation with
the pharmaceutical chemists and the druggists, but two members will
be nominated by Queen’s University, and one by the joint oommittee
of the Ulster Medical Society and Ulster Division of the British
Medical Association. When the members of Council, nominated by the
Minister of Home Affairs, go out of office - one-third retiring
each year - the members and associates of the Society will fill
their places by election, so that after the first three years all
the members of the Council, except the three nominated by the
Queen’s University and the Medical profession, will be elected by
the Society itself.
I think hon Members will agree with me that it is very desirable
that Queen's University should be represented on the Council (Hon Members! Hear, hear) - especially as I hope some arrangement
may be made between the Society and the University for the holding
of examinations by the latter. It is, of course, also necessary
that the doctors who are in such close relations with Pharmaceutical
Chemists should also have a representative on the Council.
The successful working of the Act will depend to a great extent on
the regulations made by the first Council. They will be subject
to the approval of the Minister of Home Affairs, but I need hardly
say that in a technical matter of this nature the Minister must
rely largely on the experience and knowledge of the members of the
Council. The regulations will also have to be laid before
Parliament, so that Parliament will have an opportunity of
criticising and revising any regulations which it is thought should
be modified.
One important innovation is the introduction of a system of
annual licences. Portion of the fees for these licences - not
exceeding one-half - will be paid into the Exchequer, and the
remainder will go to the Society. In order to enable the Society
to meet the necessary initial expenditure the Government proposes
to forego its share during the first two years, so that the Society
will receive the whole amount of these fees during these two years.
It is also proposed that the Registrar andlnspector appointed under
the Bill shall be Government officials, their salaries and any
other expenses incurred by Government under the Bill being defrayed
as far as possible out of the Government's share of the licence
fees. It is felt that the Registrar and Inspector who will have
duties to discharge which might possibly bring them into conflict
occasionally with members of the Society will be in a better
position to discharge those duties if they are Government officials
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than if they are officials of the Society. Power has been taken
to fix the fees after consultation with the Society at such figure
as may be thought equitable.
The opportunity has also been taken to settle the long vexed
question of companies carrying on business as Pharmaceutical
Chemists. We are now placing them in the same position as
individuals, subject to stringent safeguards as to the control of
the business being in the hands of a superintendent who is a fully
qualified Pharmaceutical Chemist, and the manager on each premises
being also a fully qualified Riarmaceutical Chemist. This will
enable a Company to take apprentices which up to this they were
unable to do. A similar provision is made in the case of a Company
carrying on business as a Druggist.
We have also brought the Schedule to the Poisons Act up to date
and brought it into line, save for one or two slight modifications,
with the English Schedule.
I may pass lightly over the remaining points. As there may be
cases where the Act would entail hardship on individuals, we have
given the Council power, subject to the approval of the Minister
of Home Affairs to deal with such cases exceptionally during a
period of two years from the date of passing of the Act, and this
should remove any ground of complaint. We require every person
carrying on business as a Pharmaceutical Chemist or Druggist to
exhibit his annual licence and his certificate of qualification
so that the public will know ?/hat his qualifications are.
We also propose to allow anyone who was engaged in Pharmacy and
who served in the Great War to add his service in H.M. Forces up
to a maximum of two years to his period of apprenticeship or
assistantship for the purpose of the Act.
I should like before sitting down to refer to the great assistance
I received from both the druggists and the pharmaceutical chemists.
I have had a great many negotiations with them. I have tried to
bring both wings of the profession together, and while it has not
been possible to meet all their requests, I think I have gone a
good distance. I desire to express my appreciation to the members
of the profession for the way they have assisted me. I believe
the Act will be a great improvement, and confer a benefit not only
on the profession, but also on the public."
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THE PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND)
/SHE. JUNE 19257

An Act to establish a Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland;
to regulate the qualification and provide for the annual licensing of
Pharmaceutical Chemists, Chemists and Druggists and Druggists in
Northern Ireland; to amend and extend the law with respect to the sale
of poisons; and for other purposes incidental thereto.
Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, and the Senate
and the House of Commons of Northern Ireland in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as followssPART I
CONSTITUTION AND GENERAL POWERS OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF NORTHERN
IRELAND
Constitution of Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland - I.
(l) There shall be established a Society to be called the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland and to be constituted as hereinafter in
this section mentioned; and that Society (in this Act referred to as
"the Society") shall be a body corporate by the name aforesaid with
perpetual succession and a common seal, and with power to acquire and
hold land for the purposes of this Act without licence in mortmain.

(2) The seal of the Society shall be authenticated in such manner
as may be prescribed, and any document purporting to be sealed with the
said seal so authenticated shall be receivable in evidence of the
particulars stated in that document.
(3) The persons to be nominated in that behalf under the provisions
of Part I of the First Schedule to this Act, and all other persons who
shall be qualified and elected in accordance with the provisions of this
Act, shall be members of the Society.
(4) There shall be a Council of the Society (in this Act referred
to as "the Council") and a President and Yice-President of the Council;
and the persons to be nominated in that behalf under the provisions of
Part II of the First Schedule to this Act shall be respectively the
President, Vice-President and members of the Council on its first
constitution.
(5) The provisions contained in Part III of the First Schedule to
this Act shall apply, except as hereinbefore provided, to the election
of President, Vice-President and members, and meetings and proceedings,
of the Council.
Qualification of members, etc., of the Society and the Council - 2.
(l) Every person registered under this Act as a pharmaceutical chemist
shall be qualified to be elected as a member of the Society; every
person registered under this Act as a chemist and druggist or druggist
shall be qualified to be elected as an associate of the Society; and
every person registered under this Act as an apprentice or assistant
shall be qualified to be elected as a student of the Society.
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(2) Every person registered under this Act and elected as a member
of the Society shall be qualified to be elected, and when elected to
act, as a member of the Council.
(3) Every person elected and continuing as an associate of the
Society shall contribute to the funds of the Society the same fees or
subscriptions as members contribute and shall have the privilege of
attending and voting at all meetings of the Society, and otherwise
taking part in its proceedings, in the same manner as members of the
Society, and shall be qualified to be elected, end when elected to
act, as a member of the Council.
(4) The annual subscription to be paid to the treasurer of the
Society by members and associates of the Society and by students of the
Society respectively shall be such as may be prescribed.
(5) The Council shall have power to elect suitable persons as
honorary members of the Society.
Regulations for purposes of the Act. - 3 - (0 The Council shall,
subject to the provisions of this Act, have power to make regulations
with respect to all or any of the following matters:(a) The meetings and other proceedings of the Council and the
Society (including meetings for the reading of papers and discussion
of scientific subjects);
(b) The examination of persons desirous of being registered as
pharmaceutical chemists under this Act;
(c) The examination of persons desirous of being registered as
apprentices or assistants to pharmaceutical chemists under this Act;
(d) The production by persons desirous of presenting themselves
for examination by the Council of satisfactory evidence that they have
received a sufficient preliminary practical training in the subjects of
the examination;
(e) The conditions on which persons who are members of
pharmaceutical societies outside Northern Ireland may be registered as
pharmaceutical chemists under this Act, and the Societies whose members
may be so registered;
(f) The times at which and the manner in which elections of members,
associates and students of the Society, of members of the Council, and
of President and Vice-President, are to be held and conducted;
(g) The fees to be charged for examination and registration under
this Act, the entrance fees and annual subscriptions to be paid by
members, associates and students, and the application of all moneys
received by the treasurer of the Society under this Act, whether in
respect of fees, subscriptions or otherwise;
(h) The duties of the secretary, treasurer, clerks and other
subordinate officers, and the salaries to be paid to such officers;
(i) The conditions on which persons may be apprenticed to
pharmaceutical chemists, registered chemists and druggists or registered
druggists;
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(j) The keeping, dispensing and selling of poisons (not being
poisonous substances to which section two of the Poisons and Pharmacy
Act, 1908, applies) by persons entitled to sell poisons by retail;
(k) Generally, any matters with respect to which the Council think
that provision should be made for the purpose of carrying this Act into
effect.
(2) Regulations made under this section shall not come into
operation unless and until they are approved by the Minister of Home
Affairs, and notice of such approval shall be published in the "Belfast
Gazette".
Before approving of any regulations with respect to the matters
mentioned in paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) of the last preceding sub-section,
the said Minister shall consult the Minister of Education for northern
Ireland.
(3) Every regulation made under this section shall be laid before
both Houses of Parliament as soon as may be after it is made, and if an
address is presented to the Governor of Northern Ireland by either of
those Houses within the statutory period after any such regulation is
laid before it, praying that the regulation may be annulled or modified,
the said Governor may thereupon by Order in Council annul or modify the
regulation, and it shall thenceforth be void or, if modified, shall
thenceforth have effect as so modified, but without prejudice to the
validity of anytldng which in the meantime may have been done thereunder.
For the purpose of this section the expression "statutory period"
means a period comprising five days at least on which the House in
question has sat, but not being in any case shorter in duration than ten
days, and days comprised in more than one session of Parliament may be
reckoned for that purpose.
Appointment of officers by the Council. - 4 ~ Th© Council may
appoint a secretary, treasurer, and such clerks and other subordinate
officers as may be requisite for carrying out the purposes of this Act
and may pay suitable salaries to such secretary, treasurer, clerks and
officers.
PART II
EXAMINATIONS. REGISTRATION AND ANNUAL LICENCES
Holding of examinations. - 5 - (l) For the purpose of ascertaining
the qualifications of persons desirous of being registered under this
Act as pharmaceutical chemists, apprentices to pharmaceutical chemists
or assistants to pharmaceutical chemists, the Council shall cause
examinations to be held at such times and in such manner as may be
prescribed, and shall appoint examiners to conduct the examinations:
Provided that (i) no person shall conduct any such examination until his
appointment has been approved by the Minister of Home Affairs, and such
appointment shall not continue in force for more than five years except
with the consent of the said Minister on application being made by the
Council;
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(ii) the examination of persons to whom the provisions of Part I,
Part II or Part III of the Second Schedule to this Act apply shall be
conducted by a board of three examiners (in this Act referred to as
"the Special Board of Examiners"), of whom one shall be appointed by the
members of the Council who are pharmaceutical chemists, one by the
members of the Council who are registered chemists and druggists or
registered druggists, and one by the Minister of Home Affairs.
(2) It shall be the duty of the Society to allow the Inspector or
any other officer appointed by the Minister of Home Affairs for that
purpose to bo present during the progress of any examinations held for
the purposes of this Act.
(3) The Council may make arrangements with the Queen’s University
of Belfast for the holding of examinations for the purposes of this Act,
and may also recognise the examinations of that University (including
any examinations accepted by that University) for the purpose of
ascertaining the qualifications of candidates in all or any of the
subjects mentioned in the Second Schedule to this Act.
Conditions and subjects of examination. - 6 - (1) The provisions
of Part I of the Second Schedule to this Act shall apply to every person
desirous of being registered as a pharmaceutical chemist under this Act,
and being at the date of the passing of this Act (a) an apprentice or an assistant to an existing pharmaceutical
chemist, registered chemist and druggist or registered druggist, or
(b) registered in the existing register as a registered druggist
for a period of less than five years before the passing of this Act.
(2) The provisions of Part II of the said Schedule shall apply
to every person desirous of being registered as a pharmaceutical
chemist under this Act, and being at the date of the passing of this
Act (a) registered in the existing register as a registered chemist
and druggist, or registered druggist, who has been so registered for
a period of not less than five years before that date, and who has
been either principal or responsible manager of a business for a period
of not less than three years, or
(b) an assistant employed in a business where dispensing is
carried on, who has been so employed for a term or terms of not less
than nine years (including any term of apprenticeship).
(3) The provisions of Part III of the said Schedule shall apply
to every person desirous of being registered as a pharmaceutical
chemist under this Act and being at the date of the passing thereof a
registered chemist and druggist or druggist who has been so registered
in the existing register for a period of not less than fifteen years
before that date, and who has been either principal or responsible
manager of a business for a period of not less than seven years.
(4) The provisions of Part IV of the said Schedule shall apply
to every person desirous of being registered as a pharmaceutical
chemist under this Act who may after the passing of this Act be granted
a preliminary certificate as an apprentice or a certificate as an
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assistant to a pharmaceutical chemist under the provisions of Part V
of the said Schedule, and who produces such evidence as may he prescribed
by regulations under this Act that he has received a sufficient practical
training in the subjects of the examination as specified in Part IV of
the said Schedule.
(5) The provisions of Part V of the said Schedule shall apply to
every person desirous of being registered as an apprentice or assistant
to a pharmaceutical chemist under this Act, and not being a person
entitled to be so registered by virtue of any other provision of this
Act»
(6) A person to whom the provisions of any of the preceding sub
sections of this section apply shall be entitled to present himself for
examination under this Act, and shall be examined with respect to his
knowledge of such subjects as are prescribed in such Part of the Second
Schedule to this Act as is applicable to his case, and the examiners
appointed for the purpose are hereby empowered, after such respective
examinations, to grant or refuse to such persons, as in their discretion
may seem fit, certificates of competence, knowledge, skill and
qualification to be registered as pharmaceutical chemists, or apprentices
or assistants to pharmaceutical chemists (as the case may require), under
this Act:
Provided that (a) no person shall be entitled to present himself for examination
and be examined under the modified conditions specified in Part I,
Part II, or Part III of the Second Schedule to this Act after the
expiration of a period of:(i) seven years from the date of the passing of this Act, in the
case of an apprentice or assistant to an existing pharmaceutical chemist,
registered chemist and druggist or registered druggist;
(ii) five years from the date of the passing of this Act, in the
case of an existing registered chemist and druggist or registered
druggist;
(b) the certificate of qualification as pharmaceutical chemist to
be issued to any person who has passed an examination under the modified
conditions aforesaid shall entitle the holder to all the privileges of
pharmaceutical chemists in Northern Ireland, but such certificate of
qualification shall be endorsed with a statement that the holder has
passed an examination under such Part of the Second Schedule to this
Act as may be applicable to his case.
(7) For the purposes of this section, any person who served in any
of His Majesty's naval, military or air forces in the late war and who
was at the time when he joined any such force an existing registered
chemist and druggist, an existing registered druggist or an apprentice
or assistant to an existing pharmaceutical chemist or to an existing
registered chemist and druggist or registered druggist, shall be allowed
to add such service to his period of registration, apprenticeship or
assistantship.
Provided that the period of service which may be added under this
subsection shall not exceed two years, together with such additional
period (if any) not exceeding two years as the Council may allow.
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(8) The Council shall decide which Part of the Second Schedule to
this Act is applicable in any individual case, and in the event of any
dispute there shall be an appeal to the Minister of Home Affairs, whose
decision shall be final.
Qualifications for registration under the Act. - 7 - (l) The
following persons shall upon payment of the proper fees and charges
(if any) be entitled to be registered under this Act as pharmaceutical
chemists!(a) 3very pharmaceutical chemist registered as such in the existing
register;
(b) Every person who has been duly examined in accordance with the
provisions of this Act and who, having been certified by the examiners
to be qualified to act as a pharmaceutical chemist, gives to the Registrar
such reasonable proof of those facts as may be prescribed;
(2) Every chemist and druggist or druggist registered as such in
the existing register shall, upon payment of the proper fees and charges
(if any), be entitled to be registered as a chemist and druggist or
druggist respectively under this Act.
(3) If the Council certifies in any particular case that a person
is debarred by reason only of the provisions of this Act from presenting
himself for examination as, and from becoming (if found to be qualified),
a pharmaceutical chemist, registered druggist or apprentice or assistant
to a pharmaceutical chemist and that it is inequitable that the person
should be so debarred, and if the Council is satisfied, after such
examination as may be prescribed, of the competence, knowledge, skill
and qualification of that person to be registered as such chemist,
druggist, apprentice or assistant under this Act, then the Minister of
Home Affairs may authorise such person (upon payment of the proper fees
and charges, if any) to be so registered.
Provided that no person shall be entitled to be so registered by
virtue of this sub-section after the expiration of a period of two years
from the passing of this Act.
(4) Every person who is registered in the existing register as an
assistant to a pharmaceutical chemist shall, upon payment of the proper
fees and charges (if any), be entitled to be registered as an assistant
to a pharmaceutical chemist under this Act.
(5) Every person who at the time of the passing of this Act has
passed the preliminary examination (or the equivalent thereof) prescribed
by the regulations of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, and is
serving as an apprentice or assistant to an existing pharmaceutical
chemist, shall, upon payment of the proper fees and chargee (if any),
be entitled to be registered as an apprentice under this Act.
(6) Every person who may, after the passing of this Act, become
an apprentice or assistant to a pharmaceutical chemist in accordance
with the regulations under this Act and he duly examined in accordance
with the provisions of this Act, shall, upon payment of the proper fees
and charges (if any), be entitled to be registered as an apprentice or
assistant under this Act.
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(7) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this
section, the Council shall have power, if it thinks fit, to cause to be
registered under this Act as a pharmaceutical chemist any person (not
being an existing pharmaceutical chemist) who is a member of a
prescribed pharmaceutical society outside Northern Ireland, and who (a) satisfies the Council as to his competence to practice as a
pharmaceutical chemist;
(b) pays the proper fees and charges (if any) for registration;
and
(c) complies with such other conditions as may be prescribed.
Appointment of Registrar and Inspector. - 8 - (l) The Minister of
Home Affairs may from time to time appoint fit and proper persons as a
Registrar and as an Inspector for the purposes of this Act (in this Act
referred to respectively as "the Registrar" and "the Inspector") and
may prescribe, subject to the consent of the Ministry of Finance, the
salaries to be paid to the Registrar and the Inspector.
(2) The Inspector shall discharge such duties as may be assigned
to him from time to time by the Minister of Home Affairs.
Registrars of pharmaceutical chemists, etc. - 9* - (l) Th0 Registrar
shall, from time to time, make out and maintain complete and separate
registers of all persons registered respectively in respect of the
several qualifications for registrations prescribed by this Act, that
is to say:(a) a register of pharmaceutical chemists for Northern Ireland;
(b) a register of chemists and druggists for Northern Ireland;
(c) a register of druggists for Northern Ireland;
(d) a register of persons who have been granted the certificate of
assistant to a pharmaceutical chemist in Northern Ireland; and
(e) a register of apprentices to pharmaceutical chemists in
Northern Ireland;
and each register shall be divided into such separate parts as may be
required for the purposes of this Act, and in each register or separate
part thereof the names shall be in alphabetical order according to the
surnames, with the respective residences entered opposite to such
names. The Registrar shall also keep proper indexes of the registers
and all such other lists as may be required and as may be necessary for
giving effect to this Act and to the regulations made thereunder.
(2) It shall be the duty of the Registrar to keep each such
register correctly and to strike out the names of all registered
persons, as and when they shall die or be removed from any such register,
and to make from time to time any necessary alterations in the addresses
of the persons registered under this Act.
Power of Registrar to require information. - 10 - (1) In order to
enable the Registrar to fulfil his duties in connection with the
registers to be kept under this Act, the following provisions shall have
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effect:(a) The Registrar may write a letter to any registered person,
addressed to such person according to his address on the register, to
inquire whether he has ceased to carry on business or has changed his
residence, such letter to be forwarded by post as a registered letter
according to the post office regulations, and if no answer is returned
to the letter within two months from the sending thereof a second letter
of a similar purport shall be sent in like manner;
(b) If within four months from the sending of the first letter, no
answer is returned to either of the letters referred to in the preceding
paragraph, the Registrar may strike the name of the said person out of
the register, but subject to the restoration of that name by direction
of the Council, if it thinks fit to make an order to that effect.
(2) The Registrar may at any time write a letter addressed to the
proprietor of any premises where open shop is kept for the selling,
retailing or mixing of poisons or the dispensing and compounding of
medical prescriptions (such letter to be delivered on the premises or
to be forwarded by post as a registered letter according "to
office regulations) requiring such proprietor within seventeen days from
the delivery of such letter to furnish in writing to the Registrar a
statement of the name and address of the bona fide proprietor of such
shop, and, if such proprietor does not personally manage and conduct
such shop, the name of the duly qualified manager or assistant managing
or conducting the shop and the description of his qualification. If
suoh proprietor neglects to furnish the required information to the
Registrar within the time aforesaid, he shall be liable to pay a penalty
not exceeding one pound for every day during which such default continues;
and so long as such default continues it shall be unlawful for any person
to sell, retail or mix poisons or to dispense and compound medical
prescriptions on the premises aforesaid, and every person acting in
contravention of this enactment shall, for every such offence, be liable
to pay a penalty not exceeding five pounds, unless he proves to the
satisfaction of the court having jurisdiction in the oase that he did not
know of such default.
(3)Bvery person who makes a false statement in writing with
intent to mislead in reply to an inquiry addressed to him by the Registrar
under this Act shall be held to have made a false declaration, and shall
be liable to the penalty provided under the provisions hereafter contained
in this Act with respect to false declarations.
Evidence of qualification to be registered. - 11. - (l) No name shall
be entered in any register kept under this Act except of a person
authorised by this Act to be registered, nor unless the Registrar is
satisfied by the proper evidence that the person claiming is entitled to
be registered; and the Registrar shall notify the secretary of the
Council before entering a name in any of the said registers.
(2) The Secretary of the Council or a person aggrieved by any
decision of the Registrar may appeal from that decision to the Council,
who may decide the appeal, and any entry which is proved to the satisfaction
of the Council to have been fraudulently or incorrectly made may be struck
out of or amended in the register under an order made by the Council in
writing.
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Annual publication of registers. - 12 - (l) The Registrar shall,
in the month of January in every year, cause to be printed, published
and sold correct copies of the various registers authorised by this Act,
in alphabetical order according to the surnames,
(2) Printed copies of the registers for the time being in force
purporting to be printed and published under sub-section (1) of this
section, or any extract therefrom or from the original registers
certified under the hand of the Registrar and countersigned by the
President or two members of the Council, shall be evidence in all courts
and proceedings that the persons therein specified are registered
according to the provisions of this Act, and the absence of the name of
any person from any such copy of any register shall be evidence, until
the contrary be made to appear, that such person is not registered in
the appropriate register according to the provisions of this Act.
Penalty for falsification of registers and obtaining registration
by false representation. - 13 - Any Registrar who wilfully makes or
causes to be made any falsification in any matter relating to any
register under this Act, and any person who wilfully procures or
attempts to procure himself to be registered under tills Act by making
or producing or causing to be made or produced any false or fraudulent
representation or declaration either orally or in writing, and any person
aiding or assisting him therein, shall be liable on summary conviction
to a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds, or, on conviction on
indictment, to imprisonment for any terra not exceeding twelve months.
Duty of registrar of deaths to give notice of deaths of registered
persons. - 14 - Bvery registrar of deaths, on registering the death of
any person registered under this Act as a pharmaceutical chemist,
chemist end druggist, druggist, or apprentice or assistant to a
pharmaceutical chemist, shall forthwith transmit by post to the
Registrar a copy, certified under his hand, of the entry of such death;
and on receipt of such certified copy the Registrar shall strike the
name of such deceased person out of the appropriate register, and shall
pay to the registrar of deaths the fee chargeable by law for such
certified copy, together with the cost of its transmission, and may
charge those payments as an expense of his office.
Fees for examination and registration. - 15 every examination
or registration such reasonable fees or charges shall be paid as may
from time to time be prescribed, and such fees or other sums shall be
paid to the treasurer and shall be applied to the purposes of the
Society in such manner as may be prescribed.
Effect of registration, savings, and disqualifications. - 16 (l) Registration under this Act shall not entitle any person so
registered to practise medicine or surgery or any branch of medicine
or surgery.
(2) After the commencement of this Part of this Act, no person
shall be appointed to the office of chemist, compounder or dispenser
in any institution maintained at the cost of, or in receipt of aid from,
public moneys or local rates in Northern Ireland unless he is a
registered pharmaceutical chemist or a licentiate of Apothecaries*
Hall or other registered medical practitioner.
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(3) Nothing in this Act shall extend to or interfere with the sale
of poisons by wholesale, save and except the provisions against the use
of the official names, terms or descriptions of the British Pharmacopoeia
for medicines not compounded according to the formularies of the said
Pharmacopoeia, and the selling of articles not being of the standard of
the said Pharmacopoeia.
For the purposes of this sub-section a sale shall not be deemed
to have been made by wholesale unless it is a sale of an article to be
exported from Northern Ireland or the purchaser of the article is (a) A registered medical practitioner, registered dentist or
registered veterinary surgeon; or
(b) A person, firm or body corporate entitled to keep open shop
for selling poisons; or
(c) A person, firm or body corporate licensed under the Dangerous
Drugs Act, 1920, to sell drugs by wholesale; or
(d) A person, firm or body corporate not engaged in retailing
drugs or medicines but requiring the article (i) For the purpose of the trade or profession of such poison,
firm or body; or
(ii) For use in connection with a hospital, infirmary, dispensary
or other similar institution under the control of such person, firm or
body;
(e) A Government department or officer, or local authority,
requiring the article in connection with the exercise of any statutory
powers.
(4) Nothing in this Act contained shall prevent any person who is
a registered veterinary surgeon from dispensing medicines for animals
under his care.
(5) The Minister of Home Affairs may, after consultation with the
Council, direct the name of any person, who is convicted of any offence,
or is suffering from any physical or mental disability, which, in the
opinion of the Minister, renders such person unfit to be on any register
under this Act, to be struck out of such register, and it shall be the
duty of the Registrar to strike out the name accordingly. Any person
whose name has been so struck out shall be incapable of being a partner
or director in any body corporate, firm or partnership registered as a
pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and druggist or druggist under this Act.
The Minister of Home Affairs may, after consultation with the
Council, direct the name of any such person to be restored to the
register from which it was struck out, and it shall then be the duty of
the Registrar to restore it accordingly.
Annual licence to carry on business. - 17 - (l) A person shall not
carry on the business of pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and druggist,
or druggist unless he has taken out and holds a licence granted under
this section according to the qualification by virtue of which he desires
to carry on business (in this Act referred to as an ’’annual licence")
and in force for the time being.
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(2) An annual licence shall he in such one of the forms set out
in the Third Schedule to this Act as may be appropriate to the
qualification of the applicant for the annual licence, and shall be
granted by the Registrar if he is satisfied that the applicant is dulyregistered under this Act as a pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and
druggist, or druggist (as the case may require) and on payment of such
fees in respect of each class of qualification as may be from time to
time determined by the Ministry of Home Affairs, after consultation
with the Council and with the consent of the Ministry of Finance.
A separate annual licence shall be taken out for each separate
premises where the applicant carries on business.
(3) An annual licence shall he taken out on or before the first
day of January in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-six and each
subsequent year.
(4) For the purposes of this Act (a) a person shall be deemed to carry on the business of
pharmaceutical chemist if he keeps open shop for selling and retailing
poisons and dispensing and compounding medical prescriptions, whether
he personally manages and conducts the shop or employs a manager or
assistant to conduct it}
(b) a person shall he deemed to carry on the business of a
registered chemist and druggist or druggist if he keeps open shop for
selling retailing and mixing poisons, whether he personally manages and
conducts the shop or employs a manager or assistant to conduct it;
and such manager or assistant shall not be required to take out and
hold an annual licence under this Act, by reason only of the fact that
he is employed to manage and conduct a shop on behalf of some other
person.
PART III
GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO CARRYIHG OH OF BUSINESS, ETC
Provisions as to offences. - 18. - (l) It shall be unlawful for
any person to sell poisons or to carry on the business of pharmaceutical
chemist, registered chemist and druggist or registered druggist unless
such person is registered as a pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and
druggist or druggist, respectively, under this Act, and conforms to such
regulations as to the keeping, dispensing and selling of poisons as may
from time to time be prescribed;
Provided that (a) Nothing in this sub-section contained shall affect any
licentiate of Apothecaries' Hall or other registered medical practitioner;
(b) Nothing in this sub-section contained shall affect the provisions
of section two of the Poisons and Pharmacy Act, 1908, so far as the same
enable persons other than duly registered pharmaceutical chemists,
chemists and druggists and druggists to sell or keep open shop for the
sale of certain poisonous substances to be used exclusively in
agriculture or horticulture for the destruction of insects, fungi or
bacteria, or as sheep dips or weed killers.
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(2) It shall he unlawful for any person to assume or use the title
of pharmaceutical chemist, pharmaceutist, pharmacist or dispensing
chemist, or the title of chemist and druggist, or the title of druggist,
unless such person is registered as a pharmaceutical chemist or a
chemist and druggist or druggist, respectively, under this Act, or for
any person to use or display any word, letters or titles in reference
either to himself, his business or his place of business calculated to
mislead the public as to his qualifications to sell or dispense drugs
or poisons, or calculated to suggest that he holds a different
qualification than that in respect of which he is registered under this
Act •
(3) It shall he unlawful for any person to use the official names,
terms or descriptions of the British Pharmacopoeia for medicines not
compounded according to the formularies of the said Pharmacopoeia, or
to sell any article under a description which would reasonably lead
the purchaser to believe that he is purchasing an article of the
standard of quality required hy the British Pharmacopoeia when the
article in question is not of that standard.
(4) Any person acting in contravention of this section, or
carrying on the business of pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and
druggist or druggist without an annual licence, shall for every such
offence he liable on conviction to pay a penalty not exceeding five
pounds, hut no such penalty shall exempt any person from being liable
to any other penalty, damage or punishment to which he would have been
subject if this Act had not passed.
Inhere a person carries on business as aforesaid without an annual
licence, he shall he liable on conviction to pay a penalty not
exceeding five pounds for each day on which he has so carried on
business.
Requirements as to management and conduct of business. - 19. (l) Every person who, being a duly registered pharmaceutical chemist,
chemist and druggist or druggist, carries on the business of
pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and druggist or druggist, shall:
(a) in every premises where the business is carried on, bona fide
manage and conduct such business, and the retailing, dispensing,
compounding or mixing of poisons therein, in person, or shall employ
for those purposes some other duly registered pharmaceutical chemist,
chemist and druggist or druggist (as the case may he); and
(b) cause the name and annual licence of the person by whom the
business is carried on in any premises, and the certificate of
qualification of the person hy whom the business is managed and
conducted (or a copy of that certificate certified by the Secretary of
the Council), to be conspicuously exhibited in the premises.
(2) Upon the death of any person registered under this Act as a
pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and druggist or druggist, and actually
carrying on business at the time of his death, it shall be lawful for
any executor or administrator or trustee of his estate to continue to
carry on such business (subject to the provisions of this Act) for a
period not exceeding five years from the time of such death, but so
that such business is bona fide conducted by an assistant being a duly
registered pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and druggist, or druggist.
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At the end of the said period, and thereafter from time to time
at the end of each successive further period, the Council shall have
power, if they think fit, to authorise such executor, administrator or
trustee to carry on such business under this sub-section for a further
period not exceeding five years.
(3) Any person acting in contravention of this section shall be
liable on conviction to pay the same penalty as if he had carried on
the business without being registered as a pharmaceutical chemist,
chemist and druggist or druggist.
Power's of bodies corporate to carry on business. - 20 - (l) A body
corporate may carry on the business of pharmaceutical chemists
(a) if the business of the body corporate, so far as it relates
to the keeping, selling and retailing of poisons and dispensing and
compounding of medical prescriptions, is under the control and
management of a superintendent who is a duly registered pharmaceutical
chemist, whose name has been forwarded to the Registrar to be entered
by him in a separate part of the register of pharmaceutical chemists
for Rorthem Ireland, and who does not act at the time in a similar
capacity for any other person or body corporate; and
(b) if in every premises where such business as aforesaid is
carried on and is not personally conducted by the superintendent, such
business is bona fide conducted under the direction of the superintendent
by a manager or assistant who is a duly registered pharmaceutical
chemist.
A body corporate may use the description of pharmaceutical chemist
or dispensing chemist if the requirements of paragraph (a) of this sub
section as to the carrying on of the business are observed, and if the
superintendent is a member of the hoard of directors or other governing
body of the body corporate.
(2) A body corporate may carry on the business of a registered
chemist and druggist or registered druggists
(a) if the business of the body corporate so far as relates to the
keeping, selling, retailing and mixing of poisons is under the control
and management of a superintendent who is a duly registered
pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and druggist or druggist whose name has
been forwarded to the Registrar to be entered by him in a separate part
of the register of chemists and druggists for Northern Ireland, or of
the register of druggists for Northern Ireland (as the case may require),
and who does not at the same time act in a similar capacity for any other
person or body corporate; and
(a) if in every premises where such business as aforesaid is carried
on and is not personally conducted by the superintendent, such business
is bona fide conducted under the direction of the superintendent by a
manager or assistant who is a duly registered pharmaceutical chemist,
chemist and druggist or druggist.
A body corporate may use the description of chemist and druggist or
druggist if the requirements of paragraph (a) of this sub-section as to
the carrying on of the business are observed, and if the superintendent
is a member of the board of directors or other governing body of the
body corporate.
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(3) Subject as aforesaid, the provisions of this Act shall apply
to a body corporate in like manner as they apply to an individual.
Temporary conduct of business by assistant to pharmaceutical
chemist. - 21 - A person registered under this Act as an assistant to
a pharmaceutical chemist shall be competent to conduct the business of
a pharmaceutical chemist during the temporary absence of such chemist,
but shall not be entitled to manage or conduct a business, or keep open
shop, on his own account.
Provisions as to apprenticeship. 22 - (l) For the purposes of this
Act and any regulations made thereunder service as an apprentice or
assistant to a body corporate carrying on business, or to a qualified
person conducting a business, under the authority and in accordance with
the requirements of this Act shall be deemed to be service as an
apprentice or assistant to an individual lawfully carrying on a like
business, and service as an apprentice or assistant in the drug department
of a wholesale chemist or druggist under the supervision of a
pharmaceutical chemist shall be deemed to be service as an apprentice or
assistant to a pharmaceutical chemist.
(2) The number of apprentices who may be bound to any individual
or corporate body for the purposes of this Act, and the conditions of
apprenticeship, including conditions on which indentures of apprenticeship
may be transferred, shall be such as may be prescribed.
Duties of Inspectors of Royal Ulster Constabulary. - 23 - In the
month of January in each year the Registrar shall send printed copies of
the register's kept under this Act to the Inspector, and also to the
District Inspector of the Royal Ulster1 Constabulary in each police
district, and it shall be the duty of such District Inspector' to report
to the Inspector any offence against the provisions of this Act, or the
Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870, committed within the district of such
District Inspector.
PART IV
AKatDMUNT ADD EXTSDSION^ OF. THE LAY/ AS TO THE SALE OF POISONS
Amendment of 33 and 34 Viet. c. 26 & 8 Edw. 7, c. 55 - 24 (l) Schedule A to the Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870 (which specifies the
articles to be deemed to be poisons within the meaning of that Act), is
hereby repealed and the Fourth Schedule to this Act shall be substituted
therefor.
(2) The Fourth Schedule to this Act may be amended by adding thereto
or removing therefrom any article, or by transferring any article from
one Part of that Schedule to the other, in the manner provided by section
one of the Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870, as amended by this section, for
adding to the list of articles deemed to be poisons within the meaning
of that Act.
(3) In section one of the Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870, a resolution
passed both by the Council and by the Medical Faculty of the Queen's
University of Belfast shall be substituted for any resolution of the
King and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland.
(4) In section two of the Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870, after the
words "dispensed by a duly qualified apothecary" there shall be inserted
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the words "or registered pharmaceutical chemist".
(5) In the application of section two of the Poisons and PharmacyAct, 1908, to northern Ireland, for the reference to the Pharmacy Act
(Ireland), 1875> and the Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875> Amendment Act,
1890, there shall be substituted a reference to this Act.
(6) Section two of the Poisons and Pharmacy Act, 1908> shall have
effect as if (a) the following words were added at the end of sub-section (2),
that is to say "and shall have regard to the character of the applicant and his
general suitability for carrying on the business for which the licence
is sought;"
(b) the following sub-section was added after sub-section (2),
that is to say "(2a) Where, upon application for a licence under this section, the
local authority grants or refuses to grant a licence, in every case the
applicant and the Society shall have a right of appeal to the Minister
of Horae Affairs frora the decision of the local authority, and the said
Minister shall have power to make such order thereon as he thinks fit,
and the order shall be binding upon the local authority and the applicant.
An order made by the Minister of Home Affairs under this sub-section
shall be final and not subject to appeal to any court, and may, on the
application either of the said Minister or of the applicant for the
licence, he enforceable (without prejudice to any other remedy) by writ
of mandamus;"
(c) in sub-section (3) (which enables regulations to be made by
Order in Council as to certain matters) the following additional matters
were specified, that is to say:"(f) the giving of notice to the Society and to the Minister of Home
Affairs of applications for licences, and of the time when the application
is to be taken into consideration;
(g) The sending of copies of or extracts from registers of licences
to the Registrar."
Regulations as to free distribution of poisons, etc., by sanitary
authorities, - 25 - The Minister of Home Affairs shall have power to
make regulations prescribing the conditions to be observed, and the
precautions to he taken, in connection with the distribution of poisons
and poisonous substances free of charge for the purposes of the Public
Health (Ireland) Acts, 1878 to 1918, and it shall be the duty of sanitary
authorities and their officers to comply with such regulations.
Regulations so made shall he published in the "Belfast Gazstte", and such
publication shall be for all purposes conclusive evidence of such
regulations.
Any person wilfully neglecting or refusing to obey or carry out,
or obstructing the execution of, any regulation made under this section
shall, for every such offence, he liable on conviction to pay a penalty
not exceeding fifty pounds.
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Powers of officers to inspect premises and take samples of
poisons and drugs. - 26. - Any person holding a licence under this Act
to carry on the business of pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and
druggist or druggist, and any person licensed under section two of the
Poisons and Pharmacy Act, 1908, to sell or keep open shop for the sale
of certain poisonous substances for agricultural and horticultural
purposes shall, at all reasonable times, on being required to do so
by the Inspector or by any person nominated for the purpose by the
Minister of Home Affairs, permit the Inspector, or the person so
nominated, to inspect the premises of the licensed person and every
store or receptacle where the licensed person keeps poisons or
poisonous substances, and also to inspect and take copies of, and
extracts from, any books which it may be the duty of the licensed
person to keep in pursuance of the Arsenic Act, 1851, the Poisons
(Ireland) Act, 1870, the Poisons and Pharmacy Act, 1908, or this Act.
PART

V

SUPPLEMENTAL
Expenses and fees for annual licences. - 27. - (l) The salary
of the Registrar and the Inspector and any expenses of either of
those officers and of the Minister of Home Affairs, and the Ministry
of Home Affairs under this Act, to such amount as may be approved by
the Ministry of Finance, shall be defrayed out of moneys provided by
Parliament.
(2) The fees payable in respect of annual licences issued under
Part II of this Act shall be collected by the Ministry of Home Affairs.
All such fees collected during a period of two years from the
commencement of Part II of this Act shall be paid to the treasurer
of the Society, and shall be applied to the purposes of the Society
in such manner as may be prescribed; and of the fees collected after
the expiration of the said period such portion, not exceeding one
half, as may be determined from time to time by the Ministry of Home
Affairs with the consent of the Ministry of Finance, shall be
appropriated in aid of the moneys provided by Parliament for
defraying expenses under this Act, and the remainder shall be paid
to the treasurer of the Society and applied to the purposes of the
Society as aforesaid.
Recovery of penalties. - 28. - (1) Every penalty recoverable
under the provisions of this Act shall be recovered on summary
conviction in manner provided by the Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland)
Acts.
(2) Any person aggrieved by a conviction or order made by a
court of summary jurisdiction on determining any information or
complaint under this Act may appeal in the manner provided by the
Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Acts.
(3) One third of every sum of money recovered as a penalty
against any person offending against the provisions of this Act or
the Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870, shall be paid to the person who shall
be the means of bringing to justice the person committing such
offence, and the remainder of such sum shall, in the case of a
penalty under this Act, be paid to the treasurer and be applied to
the purposes of the Society in such manner as may be prescribed and
shall, in the case of a penalty under the Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870,
be applied as provided by section four of that Act:
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Provided that any sum payable to the Inspector under this sub
section shall be paid into the Exchequer of Northern Ireland.
Saving for matters done or suffered under 38 and 39 Viet.,
c. 57 and 53 and 54 Viet., c. 48, and releal. - 2$. - (l) The Pharmacy
Act (Ireland), 18?5» and the Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875, Amendment
Act, 1890, and any regulations duly made and approved under those
Acts shall be deemed to have continued, and shall continue, in force
in Northern Ireland until the day appointed by the Minister of Home
Affairs for the coming into operation of Parts II and III of this
Act;
and any examination held, registration effected or qualification
obtained, or any other matter or thing done or suffered before the
said day in the execution or purported execution of, or in reliance
upon, those Acts or regulations shall, so far as the same affects any
pharmaceutical chemist, chemist and druggist, druggist, or other
person in Northern Ireland, be deemed to have been lawfully held,
effected, obtained, done or suffered.
(2) As from the day appointed by the Minister of Home Affairs
for the coming into operation of Parts II and III of this Act, the
Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875, the Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875,
Amendment Act, 1890, and section seven of the Poisons and Pharmacy
Act, 1908, shall cease to have effect as respects Northern Ireland.
Interpretation. - 30. - In this Act, unless the context otherwise
requires The expression "prescribed" means prescribed by regulations made
by the Council and approved by the Minister of Home Affairs;
The expression "existing" where used in relation to a
pharmaceutical chemist, registered chemist and druggist, registered
druggist, or registered assistant to a pharmaceutical chemist, means
registered in the appropriate register existing immediately before the
passing of this Act under and for the purposes of the Pharmacy Act
(Ireland), 1875, and the Pharmacy Act (Ireland), 1875, Amendment Act,
1890, and the expression "existing register," where used in relation
to any such person means the appropriate register aforesaid.
The expression "Minister of Home Affairs" means the Minister of
Home Affairs for Northern Ireland, and the expression "Ministry of
Home Affairs" means the Ministry of Home Affairs for Northern Ireland;
The expression "Ministry of Finance" means the Ministry of Finance
for Northern Ireland;
The expression "poison" means all articles deemed to be poisons
and specified in the Fourth Schedule to this Act, or added to that
Schedule under the provisions of Part IV of this Act.
Commencement of Act. - 31• - (l) The provisions contained in
Parts II and III of this Act (except the provision with respect to
the appointment and salaries of the Register and Inspector, and the
provision of moneys by Parliament) shall come into operation on such
day as may be appointed by the Minister of Heme Affairs, not being
earlier than the day of the publication in the "Belfast Gazette" of
the notice of approval by that Minister of the regulations first made
by the Council.
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(2) Save as aforesaid, this Act shall come into operation on the
passing thereof.
Short Title. - 32. - This Act may he cited as the Pharmacy and
Poisons Act (Northern Ireland), 1925.
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K.II

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION SEVEN AND SUB-SECTION (2) OF
SECTION NINETEEN OF THE PHARMACY AND POISON ACT
(NORTHERN IRELAND), 1925.

/jOTH MARCH, 19267

16 GEO 5. C. 5
Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, and the Senate
and the House of Commons of Northern Ireland in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as followss-

1. The Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern Ireland), 1925 (in this
Act referred to as "the principal Act") shall have effect, and shall be
deemed always to have had effect, as if -

(a) the following sub-sections were added to section seven of the
principal Act (which relates to qualifications for registration)s-

"(8) Every person who on or before the prescribed day has passed
such examination as would, immediately before the passing
of this Act, have entitled him to be registered in the
existing register as a pharmaceutical chemist, registered
druggist, or registered assistant to a pharmaceutical
chemist, shall, upon payment of the proper fees and
charges (if any), be entitled to be registered under this
Act in respect of the qualification corresponding to that
in respect of which he would, before the passing of this
Act, have been entitled to be registered in the existing
register."

"(9) Every person who has passed, on or before the prescribed
day, such examination as is mentioned in sub-section (5)
of this section, end is serving as an apprentice to a
pharmaceutical chemist who is registered, or entitled
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to be registered, as such under this Act, shall, upon
payment of the proper fees and charges (if any), be entitled
to be registered as an apprentice under this Act."
"(10) The prescribed day for the purposes of sub-sections (8) and
(9) of this section shall be a day not later than the
_

thirtieth day of September, nineteen hundred and twenty-six."

(b) the following provision were added to sub-section (2) of
section nineteen of the principal Act (which prescribes
requirements as to the management and conduct of business)
"In the case of the death, before the passing of this Act
or within nine months thereafter, of any person who was,
immediately before his death, registered in the existing
register as a pharmaceutical chemist, registered chemist
and druggist, or registered druggist, the business of that
person may be carried on in like manner, and subject to the
like conditions, as a business may be carried on upon the
death of a person registered under this Act."
2. This Act may be cited as the Pharmacy (Temporary Provisions)
Act (Northern Ireland), 1926, and shall be construed as one with the
principal Act.
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K.III

PHARMACEUTICAL EDUCATION AND EXAMINATIONS IN
IRELAND -

1929

Under the auspices of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland
L.P.S.I.
(1)

Pass the Preliminary Examination pf the Society or in lieu the
certificates of the following examining bodies:-

Matriculation or Preliminary Examination of the University of
Dublin.

Matriculation of national University of Ireland.

"

"

Queen's University of Belfast.

"

"

the Royal Colleges - of Physicians and Surgeons.

Secondary School Certificate of northern Ireland.

Certificates of Education Board for Ireland in specific subjects.

In all the examinations, Latin must be included as a subject.

(2)

Four years' apprenticeship in a pharmacy, in the sole employment
of a pharmaceutical chemist, or a chemist and druggist of Great
Britain or apothecaries in an open shop, or a firm of legally
qualified pharmaceutical chemists.

(3)

Attend three months' courses of lectures in an approved
institution in:-

(4 )

(a)

Theoretical Chemistry, (b) Botany and Materia Medica,

(0 )

Practical Chemistry.

Pass Pharmaceutical Licence Examination, after the age of 21.
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Registered Dru^ists
(1)

Serve four years as assistant or apprentice to a pharmaceutical
chemist, chemist and druggist, registered druggist or licentiate
apothecary keeping open shop.

(2)

Pass Registered Druggist Examination in the following subjects:English orthography and composition.
Arithmetic and the weights and measures of the British Pharmacopoeia.
The appearance and properties of the various drugs and chemicals
in general use.
The Sale of Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870.
Assistants to Pharmaceutical Chemists
The conditions for qualification as assistant, were similar to the

Licence examination, but the candidate did not require to be twenty-one
years of age nor have taken courses of instruction.

The subjects for

examination were;Prescription Reading.
Materia Medica and Quality of Specimens.
Pharmacy.
The Sale of Poisons (Ireland) Act, 1870.
There is evidence from the statistics of the registers to suggest,
that many candidates entered pharmacy v/ithout any of the required
educational requirements, but then progressed, through evening study
to pass in turn the preliminary examination, then the assistant’s or
registered druggists examination, and eventually the licence examination
of a pharmaceutical chemist.

394
APPENDIX K.III (Contd)
EDUCATION TOPER THE AUSPICES OF THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY
OP IRELAND.

In Dublin

1894 - School of Materia Medioa and Botany established
First Lecturer Ninion Falkener MB

1896 - Pharmaceutical School of Chemistry established
Professor of Chemletiy - Charles R C Tichbome

(1896-1904)
»

"

"

- P Kelly MPSI

(1904-1914)
"

"

"

- George Brownlee BSc
(1914-1920)

"

"

"

- Harold Normington

(1920-1955)
1929 - School of Pharmacy established
First Lecturer Thomas J Smith MPSI

C1929-1937)
Miss Kathleen Fogarty MPSI

(1937-1944)
Lecturer in Pharmacy - Professor R F Timoney
Ph*D«} M.Sc., F.R.I.C., M.P.SI,

(1944 Appointed)
In 1952, Professor Timoney was appointed a Lecturer in
Pharmaceutical Chemistry when a new full-time diploma course was
introduced.

In the same year, he was also appointed Dean of the

College of Pharmacy.
1961 - Introduction of a degree course (B.Sc. Pharmacy) in

association with the National University of Ireland.
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APPENDIX K.III (Contd)
PnA^IACElTTICAL EDUCATION AND EXALCTNATIONS, 1929

Under the ausplcea of the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern
Ireland

Pharmaceutical Chemist
(1)

Paaa a recognised Preliminary Examination.
(a) Pharmaceutical Preliminary of Queen’s University of Belfast
or an equivalent examination accepted by the University,
including - Preliminary examinations of
(1) the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons in Ireland.
(2) Educational Institute of Scotland.
(3) College of Preceptors.
(4) Junior Certificate of the Ministry of Education,
Northern Ireland.

(2)

Apprenticeship (a) four years under a pharmaceutical chemist or
(b) four years under a registered druggist and two years under
a pharmaceutical chemist.

(3)

Attend approved courses in Part I examination subjects.

(4 )

Pass Part I (a) Botany, (b) Chemistry, (c) Physics, (d) Business
Methods.

( 5)

Pass Pharmaceutical Chemist Examination, after the age of 21, in
(a)

Chemistry

(b)

Pharmacognosy.

(c)

Pharmacy.

(d)

Practical Pharmacy.

(e)

Latin.

(f)

Prescription Reading.
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Registration as a Phaarmaoeutical Chemist, could also be obtained
by students through a co-ordinated scheme with Queen's University and
the Pharmaceutical Society, in which students obtained the degree of
B.Sc in Pharmaceutics.
Educational Facilities since 1929
At Belfast Municipal College of Technology
Head of Chemistry Department - Prof H Wren D.Sc, Ph.D. (1929)

In charge of the Pharmacy Section of above:
1929-1960

C. W. Young, Ph.C. M.Sc.

1960-1962

Dr W Woodside, Ph.D., M.P.S.

Head of the Pharmacy Department

In 1971

1962-1967

Dr J. A. M. Shaw, Ph.D., M.P.S.

1968-1971

Dr F Newcombe, Ph.D., M.P.S.

Department of Pharmacy. Queen's University, opened.
First Chair of Pharmacy
Professor P. F. D'Aroy, Ph.D., F.P.S.
F.R.I.C.
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ACT, 1929

An Aot to enable the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Great Britain to make byelaws providing for the registration, without
examination, of persons registered as pharmaceutical chemists in
Northern Ireland.

/Toth

May} 1929^7

19

20 Geo. 5> c* 31*

Be it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows

1.

The power of the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society of

Great Britain to make byelaws under section two of the Pharmacy Act,
1852, as extended by section four of the Poisons and Pharmacy Act,
1908, shall be deemed to include power to make byelaws providing for
the registration, upon payment of the prescribed fee, as pharmaceutical
chemists or chemists and druggists under the Pharmacy Acts, 1852 and
1868, without examination, of persons registered as pharmaceutical
chemists in Northern Ireland who produce evidence satisfactory to the
Council that they are persons of sufficient skill and knowledge to be
so registered.

2.

This Act may be cited as the Pharmacy Act, 1929*
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APPENDIX K.V. - A
NUID3ER OF LICENCES ISSUED IK NORTHERN IRELAND

mi-mi

Total
Pharma
ceutical
Year Chemists'
Licences
issued-

Pharmaceutical
Chemists' Licences
issued to:
(ii)
Executors of
deceased
PhCs.

(i)
Bodies
Cor
porate

Total
Chemists' and
Druggists'
Licences
issued

Total
Registered
Druggists'
Licences
issued

1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936

280

47

304
320

47

444
455
476

1937
1938

499
507
498

1939
1940

494
496

1941
1942

492

11
10

1

71

10
8

85
93

9
10

99
97

11

-

11

-

-

-

-

-

)

)
)
)
)

-

j
)
j

]

-

-

1943

475
486

1944

488

1945
1946

493
512

1947
1948

517
553
566

115
121

5
6

132

9

144

1951

577
607

19
22

1952

626

1953

637

151
165

1949
195C

5
4
2

11

65
66

428

5

10

49
62
56

389
406

5

5
8

1

759
)
)
)
)

1
j

-

66

-

-

)

-

-

149

'

-

-

92
88
88
78
48
46
43
42
43
43
42
40
39
35
32
31
31
29
28
27
23
22

-

23
20

-

20

20

-

20

20

-

17

-
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Year

Total
Pharma
ceutical
Chemists'
Licences
issued

Pharmaceutical
Chemists* Licences
issued to:
(i)
Bodies
Cor
porate

Cii)
Executors of
deceased
FhCs.

Total
Chemists1 and
Druggists *
Licences
issued

Total
Registered
Druggists’
Licences
issued

1954

684

175

19

-

16

1955

702

185

17

-

13

1956

703

194

14

-

13

1957

719

207

6

-

13

1958

722

211

10

-

13

1959

739

213

14

-

12

1960

747

186

12

-

12

1961

744

225

18

-

10

1962

744

220

22

-

9

1963

729

213

20

-

6

1964

722

210

22

-

6

1965

711

205

16

-

6

1966

688

199

14

-

6

1967

675

194

14

-

4

1968

661

192

7

-

4

1969

659

178

9

-

4

1970

656

196

9

-

3

1971

623

173

6

-

3

1972

618

175

5

-

2

1973

593

177

8

-

2

1974

592

169

5

-

2

1975

571

172

4

—

2
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APPENDIX K.V. - B
STATISTICS FROM THE NORTHERN IRELAND PHARMACEUTICAL
REGISTERS, 1925-1975

Super
Super
intendents
Regis
Chemists
Fharma- intendents
of
Bodies
tered
and
Year ceuticol of Bodies
Gienists Corporate Druggists Corporate Druggists
(C & D)
(Ph.C)

Super
intendents Certi
Appren
of Bodies fied
tices
Corporate Assts.
(R & D)

1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

2

16

299

2

316
316

2

2

194

2

17
6

344
327

-

149
146

-

6

357

-

434
496
546

523

40

16

2

599
652

43

16

43

15
13
12
11

-

11

-

11
10

-

9

-

9
9
8

-

85
84
82

729
746
794

47
48
56

817
856
876

59
66

905
918
930

77
81

73

-

-

140
140

-

6
8

-

6

140
138

-

6

1
2

7
7
7
7
6

558
578
579
582

-

138
138
136

-

129

7
6

-

123

1
2
2
2

-

123

2

6

-

3

84
83

5
5

-

119
118

5
5
3

-

118

4
4

5
5

73

-

84
96

5
1

-

119
38

4
3

5
1

659
385

-

-

36

4

-

110

-

-

33

4

-

367
382

112

-

-

33

5

-

384

119
120

-

-

4

-

393

-

-

33
30

4

-

465

973
195! 1,020

128

-

-

27

-

479

131

-

-

27

4
3

-

195' 1,074

137

-

-

26

3

-

485
492

193<:
1937
193E
1935
194c

974
978
194- 1,026
1942 1,050
194: 1,070
194V 1,098
194! 1,097
194<
818
194194*

837
868

1945
195<

877
898

195-

959

195:

87
86

604
579
537
591
613
650
677
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Pharma
Year ceutical
Chemists

1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
I960
1961
1962

Super
intendents Chemists
and
of Bodies
Corporate Dmggists
(Ph.C)

Super
intendents Regis
of Bodies tered
Corporate Qruggists
(C & D)

1

-

-

1

-

-

-

23

1

-

427
360

157

-

-

24

1

-

266

159
161

-

-

1

-

204

-

-

24
21

-

203

167
169

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

■ -

-

-

-

-

-

13
13
12

-

-

-

-

144
150

-

-

-

158

1,165
1,173
1,180
1,166

1963
1964

1,153

1965
1966

1,145
1,140

1967
1968

1,136

1969
1970

1,131

1,143

164
167
168
168
165
168

1,145
1,102

16?
170
156
155
156

-

-

1973

1,092
1,060

-

-

1974

1,016

150

-

-

1975

1,052

154

-

—

1971
1972

478

25
23

1,103
1,092
1,126

1,165
1,150

Super
intendents Certi
Appren
of Bodies fied
tices
Corporate Assts.
(R & D)

19
17
16
15
11
13

1
1
-

-

-

-

-

-

11

-

-

9

-

9
8

-

7
6

-

-

-

'

183
150
136
102
89
79
69
39
40
39
25
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PRESIDENTS OF TOE PHAR1UCEUTICAL SOCIETY OF NORTHERN
IRELAND
1925-26 Horatio Todd, J.P.

1951-52 Herbert W Gamble, O.B.E.

1926-27 Horatio Todd, J.P.

1952-53 William H Boyd, F.P.S.

1927-28 Andrew C McBride

1953-54 William H Boyd, F.P.S.

1928-29 mii«yn J Hardy

1954-55 William P Ewart

1929-30 Thomas F Storey

1955-56 Sydney E Campbell

1930-31 Samuel S Badger, J.P.

1956-57 Charles A Quinn, F.P.S.

1931-32 John E Connor, J.P.

1957- 58 George E Mcllhagger, F.P.S.

1932-33 Robert I Edwards

1958- 59 Hugh G Campbell, F.P.S.

1933-34 John Maxwell

1959- 60 John Caldwell

1934-35 Thomas F Storey

1960- 61 Alexander Templeton, J.P.

1935-36 William S Taylor

1961- 62 William J Thornton

1936-37 Samuel Gibson, J.P.

1962- 63 Diarmaid Moore

1937-38 Samuel H Forrest

1963- 64 Norman C Cooper, M.Sc., F.P.S

1938-39 Walter C Tate

1964- 65 Norman C Cooper, M.Sc., F.P.S

1939-40 Vfalter C Tate

1965- 66 Alexander T Hardy

1940-41 James Glendinning

1966- 67 Alexander T Hardy

1941-42 James Glendinning

1967- 68 Brian Flatley

1942-43 Henry F Moore

1968- 69 Brian Flatley

1943-44 John T Nicholl

1969- 70 Joshua Kerr

1944-45 Charles Abemethy

1970- 71 James Paul, F.P.S.

1945-46 James McDowell

1971- 72 William T Hunter

1946-47 John W Gray, J.P.

1972- 73 Thomas I O'Rourke

1947-48 John McGregor

1973- 74 Thomas A Gray

1948-49 Henry H Cowzer, j.p.

1974- 75 Cora B A Watson, F.P.S.I.

1949-50 Percy R W Shinner

1975- 76 Thomas G Eakin

1950-51 Herbert W Gamble, O.B.E

1976- 77 J Chambers, B.Sc.

First Secretary of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland

Present Secretary

Mr D L Kirpatrick, 1926-1945

Mr W Gorman, M.Sc., F.P.S.,
1945-
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CHRONICLE

OF

L.

PRINCIPAL

EVENTS

1M

Guild of St Mary Magdalene received Charter of Henry 71.

1566

Records in Irish State papers of the activities of an Apothecary
called Smyth in Ireland.
Guild of St Mary Magdalene received Charter of Elizabeth I.
Physicians in Ireland given authority by Charles I. to establish
a College.

1*377-1687

-

Apothecaries recorded as members of a Guild.

1661

College of Physicians received Charter of Charles II.

1681

Guild of St Mary Magdalene received Charter of James II.

1692

College of Physicians received Charter of William and Mary in
which the President and Fellows were given authority over "all
and singular Physicians and Practisers in the said Faculty of
Physick, Apothecaries, Druggists and Sellers of waters and oils,
Preparers of chemical medicines to be sold or employed for
gain".

1106

An Act for regulating the Weights used in the Kingdom (Queen
Anne).

mi

First proposal made to College of Physicians, requesting the
publication of a "Dispensatory - for use of the Kingdom".

mi

An Act for Preventing Frauds and Abuses committed in the making
and vending of adulterated and bad Drugs and Medicines.
Geo II. c. ICL/

1145

Guild of St Luke received Charter of George II.

1146

A first Pharmacopoeia published by Wilson & Esdall.

1761

An Act for preventing Frauds and Abuses in the vending,
preparing and administering Drugs and Medicines.
/l Geo III. C.14J7

1161

An Act for erecting and establishing Public Infirmaries or
Hospitals in the Kingdom.
/5 Geo III. 0.20^7

1181

Formation of a Pharmaceutic Society in Dublin.

1184

Incorporation of Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.

im

Apothecaries' Act 1791 and the formation of the Apothecaries'
Hall of Dublin.

1806

-

Pharmacopoeia Collegii Medicorum Regis et Reginae in Hiberoica,
published.
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1614

-

An Act to axaend several Acts for erecting and establishing
Infirmaries and Hospitals, so far as relates to the Surgeons
and Apothecaries.
/54 Geo III. C.62J7

1824

-

An Act for the Indemnity of Magistrates In Proceedings against
Persons using unlawful Wei^its in Ireland.
^ Geo IV. c.1107

1826

-

Pharmacopoeia Collegii Medicorum Regis et Reginae in Hibernia,
second edition published.

1633

-

Publication of "Letter to the Apothecaries of Ireland concerning
the present state of the profession of Pharmacy by M. Donovan.

1838

-

Poor Relief Act.

/T and 2.

Vic. C.51jJ

1837-54

- Operation of a School of Medicine under the auspices of the
Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin.

1839

-

Formation of the Irish Medical Association.

1850

-

The Pharmacopoeia of the King’s and Queen's College of Physicians
in Ireland, third edition published.
An Act to regulate the Sale of Arsenic,
^4 and 15.

Vic. C.13J7

mi

Establishment of the Dispensary System in Ireland.

mi

The Pharmacy Act - An act for regulating the Qualifications of
Pharmaceutical Chemists in Great Britain.
^5 and 16. Viet. C.56.^7
Although this Act did not apply in any way to Ireland, it was
quoted as a precedent, when the Pharmaceutical Society of
Ireland was formed.

mi

Medical Act, which provided the authority for the recognitic®,
of Apothecaries (Licentiates) of Ireland, as Medical Practitioners.

1868

An Act to regulate the Sale of Poisons and alter end amend the
Pharmacy Act 1852.
/31 end 32. Viet. 121^/
The provisions of this Act did not extend to Ireland but
influenced later legislation related to pharmacy in Ireland.

1870

(i)

The Poisons (Ireland) Act 1870.

^33 and 34* Viet. Q.2&J

(ii)

Formation of a Society of Chemists and Druggists in Dublin.

(iii) Publication of a Pharmacy Bill for Ireland, by the
Apothecaries' Company.

im
im

Apothecaries' Licence Bill introduced in House of Commons.
An Act to institute a Pharmaceutical Society end to regulate
the Qualifications of Pharmaceutical Chemists and Chemists and
Druggists in Ireland (11th August).
ZJ8 and 39* Viet. C.57^7

405

1815.

September 10th - First Meeting of the Council of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.

1680

Introduction of a Pharmacy .Amendment Bill in House of Lords by
Lord Millto'ftn.

1888

Bill considered by a Select Committee of the House of Lords.
Bill withdrawn.

1688

14th May.

1820

Pharmacy Act (Ireland) 1875 Amendment Act.

1820

First registration of chemists and druggists under the 1890
Act.

A second Bill presented to the House of CoBoions.

/53 and 54-

Viet C.48J

1891

-

First registration of registered druggists under the 1890 Act.

1908

-

An Act to regulate the sale of certain Poisonous Substances
and to amend the Pharmacy Acts.

/e Ed. ?. 0.55^7
1911

-

National Health Insurance, introduced. Medical Benefits did
not apply to Ireland. These include supply of medicines,
dressings and appliances.

Iff 13

-

Committee of Inquiry, regarding the introduction of the Medical
Benefits of the National Health Insurance to Ireland.

1920

-

Government of Ireland Act.

^10 and 11. Geo V.

1920

-

Dangerous Drug lot.

/To and 11. Geo V. 0.46^

1921

-

A Northern Committee foraied to negotiate with the new Government
in the North of Ireland.

Zt&jJ

mi

Degree in Chemical Technology which included Pharmaceutical
Subjects, introduced by Faculty of Applied Science, Queen’s
University, Belfast.

1923

First Conference between Pharmacists, Chemists and Druggists
and Druggists with representatives of the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Northern Ireland, Medical Profession and Queen’s
University, Belfast.

m&

First legislation related to pharmaceutical affairs passed by
the Northern Ireland Government - Dangerous Drugs and Poisons
Act 1924.

1925

Pharmacy and Poisons Act (Northern Ireland) 1925.
^15 and 16. Geo V. C.S^j/

!l

Formation of the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland.

«

(Dec 2nd. First Meeting of the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland.
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JL2_26

-

Pharmacy (Temporary Provision) Act, Northern Ireland.
/T6. Geo 5. C.5^7

1926

-

Arrangements completed for recognition of the B.3c. degree in
Pharmaceutics (Queen's University), hy the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland.

1926

-

First examination held under the auspices of the Pharmaceutical
Society of Northern Ireland.

1929

-

Reciprocity between the Pharmaceutical Societies of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland - the Pharmacy Act, 1929*

1961

-

Degree course initiated for pharmacists by the Pharmaceutical
Society of Ireland.

1967

-

Diploma examinations of the Pharmaceutical Society of Northern
Ireland, phased out, degree in Pharmaceutics of Queen's
University, Belfast, the only examination for qualification as
a Pharmaceutical Chemist in Northern Ireland.

1971

-

First Chair of Pharmacy and Department of Pharmacy opened, at
Queen's University, Belfast.
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"
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Journals of the Irish Parliament (various).
Parliamentary Reports
1848

-

Report of Select Committee (House of Commons) on Medical
Registration Bill.

1852

-

Report of Select Committee (House of Commons) on the
Pharmacy Bill.

-|857

-

Report of Select Committee (House of Lords) on the Sale
of Poisons Bill.

m±

Report of Select Committee (House of Commons) on the
Apothecaries' Licences Bill.

1888

Report of Select Committee (House of Lords) on the Pharmacy
Amendment Bill.

Other Reports and Publications
Irish Law Reports (Various)
1954

-

Tuberculosis in Ireland
Report of the National Tuberculosis Survey, 1950-1953*

1902

-

General Rules for the Government of Dispensary Districts (Dublin)

1925

-
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Request for the introduction of a Pharmacy
Bill by the Society of Chemists and Druggists
and the Apothecaries’ Company.

1874. .4, 3rd Series, 634.

Association of Licentiate Apothecaries of
Ireland opposition to a Pharmacy Bill.

1874. 4, 3rd Series, 753-

Meeting between Apothecaries’ Company aid the
Association of Licentiate Apothecaries of
Ireland.

1874. 4, 3rd Series, 8471874. 4, 3rd Series, 879.

Text of a Bill, proposed by the College of
Physicians, introduced to Parliament as the
Apothecaries' Licence Bill,

1875.

3rd Series, 951

Criticism of the Pharmacy Bill by the
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain.
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3rd Series, 429*

Correspondence between Pharmaceutical Societies
of Great Britain and of Ireland about the Irish
Examinations.
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im

July 14th.
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^
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