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After the main body of this thesis, 15 appendixes would present more relevant 

documents of this study. They would include different versions of interview outline, 

the observation form, the information and consent document and a detailed description 

of the preparation of data and the whole process of data analysis.   
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layers of delegates would be elected orderly by its lower unit until forming the national 

delegation (Held, 2006). By this means, the legislative power and executive power 

were combined and performed simultaneously by the supervision of people (Gao, 

2006). It was deemed this regime could largely keep the power grasped in the hand of 

citizens. As its predecessors, democracy of Marxism also paid attention to liberty, 

equality and their relationship. It was described that the ideal of democracy was equal 

freedom in which freedom was built upon the conception of equality (Marx and Engels, 

1969). 

By the twentieth century, the theory of Marxism had evolved to three major camps 

because of their disparate explanations and interpretations of the theory. These camps 

were generally conceived of libertarian Marxist, Pluralist Marxist and Orthodox 

Marxist. Libertarian Marxism highlighted the aspect of anti-authoritarian in Marxism, 

and considered no party or associations were in need within a state, pluralist Marxism 

contended to legitimate the position of the party of working class and its allies, while 

the orthodox underlined the role of a revolutionary party which could firmly lead the 

country to transform towards socialism and communism (Held, 2006).  

Stemming from Marxism and its derivative theories, a cluster of concepts of 

democracy were invented. Among them, socialist democracy and social democracy, 

are the two major forms. In theory, both of them involve democracy not merely in 

political area, but also the economic field and the general social life (Wang, 2012). 

Nonetheless, with the evolvement of social democracy, the social democratic parties 

worldwide basically abandon the element of economic democracy, whereas they still 

promote social equality within the framework of liberal democratic polity and 

capitalist economy (Heywood, 2015, Fotopoulos, 2006). They assert greater equality 

could be achieved by direct state action through, for example, higher taxes and greater 

social expenditures by the state. Yet some level of inequality is acceptable which is 

considered as the necessary condition for market economy.  

As the heir of orthodox Marxism, socialist democracy emphasizes more about equality 

by enforcing public ownership and control of economy (Zhu, 1999), which aims to 

eliminate exploitation and polarization and ultimately achieve common prosperity. In 

terms of the political system, the combination of legislative and executive powers is 

endorsed to protect the alienation of power and delegates from citizen (Li, 2010). 
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In addition, some historical problems and domestic environment in Brazil intensified 

the hardship of Brazilians. Historically Brazil had been colonized by Portugal from the 

sixteenth to the beginning of nineteenth century and slavery was not officially 

abolished until 1888. The consciousness of this history of colonialism and legalized 

slavery influenced on his thinking, his work, thereupon, strove to resolve the historical 

problem in temporal Brazil.  

From 1943 to 1947, Freire took a degree in the law school at the University of Recife, 

but ended up working as a secondary school Portuguese teacher. In his teaching job, 

he got the chance to work at the government agency of Serviço Social da Indústria 

(SESI), which aimed to provide social services in health, housing, education, and 

leisure for the working-class people in Brazil. By doing this work, he was able to 

recognize the educational situation and problems for the working-class students, and 

gathered abundant material for his later work. After returning to the university, he 

began to focus on adult literacy in his doctoral studies. In 1963, he was appointed 

Director of a national literacy program and conducted a large-scale program to 

eliminate illiteracy. In the field, he was able to observe the practice of education and 

develop his educational theory. However, after the Brazilian coup in 1964 which was 

supported by the CIA, Freire came to be regarded as a threat to the government and 

had to go into exile with his family to Bolivia and Chile.  

His experience and understanding on politics and education largely shaped his view of 

the world. He argued that capitalism was the main reason why poor people are 

deprived and marginalized. His groundbreaking work, The pedagogy of oppression, 

absorbed many key elements of Marxism, and highlighted his radical orientation 

(MacKie, 1981). In his new approach, Freire argued that no neutral education exists. 

All teaching and learning activities reflect ethics and politics (Benade, 2012, Freire, 

1984). In the struggle between classes, only the class of the oppressed can reform the 

unbalanced power and create a new social order. For Freire, education is intimately 

related to a political ideal, which should vest in people the tools to improve the society. 

The skills people obtained in education should be treated as the basis for a more radical 

transformation of education and society as a whole (Giroux, 2010b). 

Dewey and Freire both argued that education was closely linked to democracy and 

played a key role in promoting the social ideal. But in comparison, Freire endorsed a 
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refers to the formal class such as the explicit curriculum, official curriculum and the 

operational curriculum, but also reflects the aspect of school culture and activities in 

the category of implicit curriculum, hidden curriculum and extra curriculum (Eisner, 

1979, Posner, 1995). In this part, the curriculum to be discussed will only focus on 

those related to the formal class. While the other types of curriculum will be replaced 

with the expression of school culture and school activities which will be elaborated 

separately in the next several parts. 

In terms of the official curriculum represented by the course menu offered in school, 

it could be summarized as the designed material and instruction provided for both 

teachers and students to carry out the course. Among the course menus, many subject 

curricula could be the carrier of democratic education. In practice, a wide variety of 

subjects including sports education, history, citizenship education (Niens and 

Chastenay, 2008, Kerr et al., 2002, Sears and Hughes, 1996, Mutch, 2013, Hodgson, 

2008) and so forth are adopted to embody democracy across countries.  

In some countries, themes related to democratic education can be found across a range 

of different subjects, and sometimes exists in those curriculum subjects for reasons 

other than the promotion of democratic values. In this situation, certain topics of 

democracy are adopted in appropriate subject curriculum among which history, 

geography, politics, sociology and economics are mentioned the most (Sears and 

Hughes, 1996, Mutch, 2013, Hodgson, 2008). In these subjects, democracy is not the 

main goal or the main body of subject learning, instead it is usually manifested as some 

related information or principles which are intertwined with the primary course content. 

While in some areas, imparting democracy is deemed as one of the overall objectives 

for the whole curriculum system. In this situation, democracy would be considered 

deliberately and weaved into all the formal curricula systematically.  

Except from integrating democracy into other subject curriculum, some countries 

design a particular type of course exclusively for teaching democracy. As a 

representative of this type, citizenship education is the one become very popular after 

being proposed, especially from the late 1990s to the beginning of the 21st century. 

Until now, a number of countries have introduced citizenship education as a separate 

and formal course into school curriculum (Naval et al., 2002, Kerr et al., 2002, Yuen 

et al., 2016). In addition, some school-based or regional courses are also developed to 
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data. In addition, this thesis will also explore whether these themes are made manifest 

in the schools through liberal democratic practices, however implicitly, if Dewey was 

the key influence; or whether practice reflected more the principles of socialist 

democracy, as this is the organizing framework for politics in the wider society. 

The practical aspects within school worldwide generally refer to three aspects 

including the school curriculum (the official curriculum and operational curriculum), 

school activities and school culture. Therefore, these three aspects will be considered 

emphatically when collecting and analysing the data of Chinese schools.  
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Methods for selecting research objects 

Selecting research objects is about choosing what and who the researcher is going to 

study (LeCompte et al., 1993, p.56). A well-defined and appropriate sampling strategy 

would lay a solid foundation for gathering useful and robust research data. There are 

generally two sampling logics for social science research, the logic of representative 

and the logic of comparison.  

The logic of comparison is mainly adopted by case study. Delineating this logic as a 

process of replication, Yin (2003) further distinguishes the literal replication and the 

theoretical replication. The literal replication indicates the case is selected on the 

prediction of similar result, whereas the theoretical replication is designed for choosing 

the case with possible contrasting results.  

On account of choosing the methodological framework of case study, the logic of 

comparison is utilized when choosing the research object in this study. Considering a 

multiple-case study is more compelling and robust in comparison with a single-case 

study, I designed this research as a multiple-case study (Herriott and Firestone, 1983, 

Yin, 2003). In line with the logic of literal replication, my intent was to select two 

Chinese schools both committed to democratic practice with an anticipation to mainly 

check on their similarities in the practice of democratic education.  

As a new researcher in the field of democratic education, I was unfamiliar with the 

practice of democratic education as well as the Chinese school in which democratic 

education is carried out with good outcomes. To identify an initial list of potential 

schools, I arranged a series of discussion with experts before selecting the case. All 

discussions were developed around the following questions: 1) What do you think is 

democratic education? 2) Which public school in China implements democratic 

education and has achieved good outcomes? 3) Why do you think so? At the same 

time, I also searched for possible schools online by examining their websites and 

relevant school documents.  

In this process, a group of Chinese public schools committed to democratic practice 

were able to be identified. All of them were chosen on the basis of placing a higher 

priority on the practice of democratic education in comparison with mainstream 
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The Central City Middle School locates around the central area of City A.  

After entering the school gate, a big synthetic playground with run tracks comes into 

view. On either side of it, several buildings stood in opposite which are aligned by the 

edge of the playground. Two more buildings extends the building line on both sides 

where the playground stopped. In the middle of them next to the playground, there is 

a small but beautifully designed garden. When you step into the garden, a narrow 

winding path surrounded with diverse flowers and plants would lead you to a quiet and 

secluded arbor. Although there are more buildings behind the garden, the arbor is like 

an isolated place as it is wreathed with Chinese wisteria and other branches. The wood 

texture of the arbor echoes with the plant which created a quieter and more peaceful 

atmosphere. It is a popular place for both teachers and students to chat and relax with 

friends.  

In addition to the garden, many types of trees could be seen everywhere on the campus, 

such as the pine tree, poplar, begonia and so on. When spring comes, the campus 

becomes colourful with the green of trees, the purple of Chinese wisteria, and the pink 

of rose and begonia. With the breeze, the pleasant fragrant scent of flowers would be 

spread to every corner of the campus.   

Behind the garden, four more buildings of different sizes are constructed in different 

directions which naturally formed a small square in the middle of it. This place is often 

used by students to carry some activities, such as the reading group and poem club. 

They would sit on the ground quite relaxed and casually, discussing or sharing the 

work they compose or select. There is little sign of statues or slogans around the 

campus, just some notice boards displaying some upcoming or finished events stands 

in front of one building which made the campus quite neat.  

Different sport facilities are provided in the campus. The table tennis tables, a mini 

football yard and the basketball places were placed either on the playground or among 

the buildings. Students like to go and play their favourite sports during break time. 

Integrated with the natural landscape, the neat layout of architecture with the dark brick 

colour creates a steady and classic school style. 
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administrative classroom where almost all the academic classes are taken and the 

maximum time of student, generally from 8am to 5pm, is spent. Each administrative 

class is mainly organized by a teacher called Class Advisor who acts as a supervisor 

for all the students. The work of Class Advisor involves the instruction and supervision 

of all the aspects of students, such as academic learning, moral education, school 

activities and living habit (Commission, 1988, China, 2009). When other school staff 

encounter some problems with students, they would communicate with the Class 

Advisor first to report the issue and discuss solutions.  

All the administrative classes in the same grade and their teachers would then 

constitute a grade group. Every grade group has a Grade Dean who is in charge of the 

issues of the whole grade including the academic aspect and the administrative aspect, 

which is similar to the Class Advisor in an upper level. These all existed in the Central 

City Middle School. The difference was in some grades, the school provided some 

space for students to select the subject teacher and attend class across the 

administrative class within the grade group.  

In addition to the administrative class and the grade group, the management structure 

of Central City Middle School comprises various departments ranging from teaching 

and learning to support service. In terms of relevant teaching and student affairs, they 

has the office of education administration, the office of academic teaching, the office 

of student affairs and the office of educational research. As for the issue of the 

particular organization, the school sets up the office of CPC committee, the Labour 

Union, the Chinese Communist Youth League committee and the Young Pioneers. 

Except from these, some special departments are also created to deal with specific 

issues across the school, which specifically includes the Centre of Education 

Technology, the Centre of Technology, Arts and Sports, the Centre of Cultural 

Development, the Centre of International Communication, the Centre of Student 

Development and the Centre of Educational Service. As showed in their names, each 

department is designed to primarily take charge of the issues in a particular area, but 

in practice they has an intimate relationship with each other and corporate frequently 

to manage certain issues.  

The general school target and the educational conception related to democracy  
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group of relevant terms including liberty, autonomy, equality are either written down 

in the official documents or implied from the school decoration and arrangement.  

With such support from the school, how is democracy carried out in daily educational 

work? How is democracy comprehended by the people in the school? In the next few 

chapters, I will explore their understanding of democracy and analyse their specific 

practice with the lenses of rights, participation in decision-making and the rule of law, 

the three basic principles for both socialist democracy and liberal democracy which 

has been discussed in the second chapter of democratic education. Precisely, chapter 

6 to chapter 8 will introduce the practice at school by the areas extracted from the first-

round analysis. The last chapter will launch a discussion on the final result as well as 

the establishment of the possible framework from this research. 
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Teacher: Did you submit it? Or did you just swallow it (joking)?   

Student A: I did not receive it. 

Teacher: Then you can write it down. 

Student A: But I do not have paper (joking). 

Teacher: What about going to the toilet and find some (joking in a nice way)?  

Student A and others laughed. (Observation, December 07, 2017) 

SUNFLOWER MIDDLE SCHOOL: 

YANDA (A STUDENT): [The teacher-student relationship is] harmonious. Our 

school culture is pretty free. We can make jokes with teachers. (Yanda, 

personal communication, May 17, 2018) 

HONGYI (A TEACHER): [The teacher-student relationship is relative equal in our 

school.] It not a big deal to make jokes with students. (Hongyi, personal 

communication, May 24, 2018) 

A piece of observation about teachers making jokes in class at Sunflower Middle 

School: 

A HISTORY CLASS (at an administrative classroom): 

In the middle of the class, a boy began to massage the shoulder of another boy. 

Teacher: What about giving me a shoulder massage (joking and reminding the student 

of paying attention on learning)? 

Student A: Ok, but I will charge you (all students burst in to laughter).  

Teacher: How much is it? I can consider if it is affordable. 

Student: I will give you one yuan per hour (joking, students continued to laugh). 

(Observation, April 03, 2018) 
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to keep control and put constraint on the practice. In the course of integrating these 

two approaches, the rules and assessment system operate to draw the boundary 

between the two. In this process, as the regional education administrator and the school 

staff usually act as the designer and the guardian of the rule system and the evaluation 

system, their awareness and ability about democracy, participation and rules could be 

identified having huge impact on the implementation of democratic education.  

  




















































































































































































































