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studies which highlight the potential for primary school children to exhibit agentic roles in 

contact situations. 

 

Chapter 4 outlines the research design and methods. It describes the approach selected: 

qualitative research with a specific emphasis on participatory methods. The chapter also 

clarifies the frameworks used in the analysis of findings. 

 

The findings of this research are presented in Chapters 5 and 6. They identify a number of key 

themes emerging from the data and provide analysis of how the themes relate to the 

theoretical frameworks of the study. Chapter 5 explores the factors impacting upon how 

pupils interpret their roles in shared education, while Chapter 6 examines the issues which 

influence pupil experiences of participation, including the role of agency throughout the 

process. 

 

Chapter 7 concludes the study with a synopsis of the main research findings and their 

implications for future policy, theory and practice. The limitations of the study are reflected 

upon and a number of suggestions are offered for future studies within the field of shared 

education. 
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The final section concluded that participation in shared education rarely afforded agency or 

voice for pupils. On the limited occasions when pupils have capacity to make choices or have 

influence over their roles during collaborative activities, it is evident that their experiences are 

generally more fulfilling and enjoyable. It is argued that the lack of agency and voice also 

inhibits opportunities for children to further improve relations between partner schools. 

Finally, allowing pupils to choose their groups and some of their activities potentially enables 

them to exhibit values of fairness, equality and respect, which are intrinsically linked to the 

objectives of shared education.  
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